^ 

.^^ 


IMAGE  EVALUATION 
TEST  TARGET  (MT-3) 


5**!^ 


ly 


1 


z 


V 


^o 


!.0 


I.I 


IttlM    125 
■U  Uii    12.2 

us 

■u 


U°    1 2.0 


1.25  III  1.4 


1.6 


Hiotographic 

Sdences 

Corporation 


'J  WEST  MAIN  SrRKT 

WEBSTER,  N.Y.  14S80 

i7U\  S7'MS03 


\ 


<^ 


CIHM/ICMH 

Microfiche 

Series. 


CIHJVl/JCiVIH 
Collection  de 
microfiches. 


Canadian  institute  for  Historlcai  IVIicroreproductions  /  institut  Canadian  de  microreproductions  histoHques 


Technical  and  Bibliographic  Notes/Notes  techniques  et  bibllographiques 


The  Institute  has  attempted  to  obtain  the  best 
original  copy  available  for  filming.  Features  of  this 
copy  which  may  be  bibliographicnily  unique, 
which  may  alter  any  of  the  images  in  the 
reproduction,  or  which  may  significantly  change 
the  usual  method  of  filming,  are  checlced  below. 


D 


D 


D 


D 


v/ 


Coloured  covers/ 
Couverture  de  couleur 


["71    Covers  damaged/ 


Couverture  endommag^e 

Covers  restored  and/or  laminated/ 
Couverture  restaurie  et/ou  peliicui^e 


I      I    Cover  title  missing/ 


Le  titr  J  de  couverture  manque 


I      I    Coloured  maps/ 


Cartes  gdographiques  en  couleur 


□    Coloured  ink  (i.e.  other  than  blue  or  black)/ 
Encre  de  couleur  (i.e.  autre  que  bleue  ou  noire) 

I      I    Coloured  plates  and/or  illustrations/ 


Planches  et/ou  illustrations  en  couleur 

Bound  with  other  material/ 
Reli6  avec  d'autres  documents 


□    Tight  binding  may  cause  shadows  or  distorJon 
along  interior  margin/ 

La  re  liure  serr^e  peut  causer  de  I'ombre  ou  de  la 
distortion  le  long  de  la  marge  int^rieure 


Blank  leaves  added  during  restoration  may 
appear  within  the  text.  Whenever  possible,  these 
have  been  omitted  from  filming/ 
II  se  peut  que  certaines  pages  blanches  ajout6es 
lors  d'une  restauration  apparaissent  dans  le  texte, 
mais,  lors'ciue  cela  6tait  possible,  ces  pages  n'ont 
pas  6t6  fiim6es. 


Additional  comments:/ 
Commentaires  suppidmentaires; 


Various  pagings. 


L'Instltut  a  microfilm^  le  meilleur  exemplaire 
qu'il  lui  a  M  possible  de  se  procurer.  Les  details 
de  cet  exemplaire  qui  sont  peut-dtre  uniques  du 
point  de  vue  bibliographique,  qui  peuvent  modifier 
une  image  reproduite,  ou  qui  peuvent  exiger  une 
modification  dans  la  methods  normale  de  filmage 
sont  indiqu6s  ci-dessous. 


I      I   Coloured  pages/ 


D 

D 


Pages  de  couleur 

Pages  damaged/ 
Pages  endommagdes 

Pages  restored  and/oi 

Pages  restaur6es  et/ou  pellicul^es 

Pages  discoloured,  stained  or  foxa( 
Pages  d6color6es,  tachet^es  ou  piqudes 

Pages  detached/ 
Pages  d6tacii6es 

Showthrough/ 
Transparence 

Quality  of  prir 

QuaMti  in^gale  de  I'impression 

Includes  supplementary  matarit 
Comprend  du  materiel  suppl^mentaire 


I      I  Pages  damaged/ 

I      I  Pages  restored  and/or  laminated/ 

rri  Pages  discoloured,  stained  or  foxed/ 

I      I  Pages  detached/ 

r~n  Showthrough/ 

I      I  Quality  of  print  varies/ 

I      I  Includes  supplementary  material/ 


Only  edition  available/ 
Seule  Edition  disponible 

Pages  wholly  or  partially  obscured  by  errata 
slips,  tissues,  etc.,  have  been  ref limed  to 
ensure  the  best  possible  image/ 
Les  pages  totalement  ou  partiellement 
obscurcies  par  un  feuillet  d'errata,  une  pelure, 
etc. ,  ont  6t6  f ilm6es  A  nouveau  de  faqon  d 
obtenir  la  meilleure  image  possible. 


T» 
to 


Tl 

P< 
o1 
fil 


O 
b( 
th 
si 
oi 
fil 
sii 

OI 


Tl 

St 

Tl 
w 

M 
di 
er 
b( 
rll 
re 
m 


This  item  is  filmed  at  the  reduction  ratio  checked  below/ 

Ce  document  est  filmd  au  taux  de  reduction  indiqui  ci-dessous. 


10X 

14X 

18X 

22X 

26X 

SOX 

J 

12X 


16X 


20X 


24X 


28X 


32X 


The  copy  filmed  here  hes  been  reproduced  thenks 
to  the  generosity  of: 

Library  of  the  Public 
A.chives  of  Canada 


L'exemplaire  film*  fut  reproduit  grAce  d  la 
ginirositA  de: 

La  bibliothdque  des  Archives 
publiques  du  Canada 


The  images  appearing  here  are  the  best  quality 
possible  considering  the  condition  and  legibility 
of  the  original  copy  and  in  keeping  with  the 
filming  contract  specifications. 


Les  images  suivantes  ont  6t6  reproduites  avec  le 
plus  grand  soin,  compte  tenu  de  la  condition  et 
de  la  nettet6  de  l'exemplaire  filrn6,  et  en 
conformity  avec  les  conditions  du  contrat  de 
filmage. 


Original  copies  in  printed  paper  covers  are  filmed 
beginning  with  the  front  cover  and  '^nding  on 
the  last  page  with  a  printed  or  illustrated  impres- 
sion, or  the  beck  cover  when  appropriate.  All 
other  original  copies  are  filmed  beginning  on  the 
first  page  with  a  printed  or  illustrated  impres- 
sion, and  ending  on  the  last  page  with  a  printed 
or  illustrated  impression. 


Leu  exemplaires  originaux  dont  la  couverture  en 
pa|.!er  est  imprim6e  sont  filmAs  en  commen^ant 
par  Im  premier  plat  et  en  terminant  soit  par  la 
derniire  page  qui  comporte  une  empreinte 
d'impression  ou  d'illustratiun,  soit  par  le  second 
plat,  selon  le  cas.  Tous  les  autres  exemplaires 
originaux  sont  filmfo  en  commen^ant  par  la 
premidre  page  qui  comporte  une  empreinte 
d'impression  ou  d'illustration  et  en  terminant  par 
la  dernlAre  page  qui  comporte  une  telle 
empreinte. 


The  last  recorded  frame  on  each  microfiche 
shall  contain  the  symbol  —^>(  meaning  "CON- 
TINUED"), or  the  symbol  V  (meaning  "END"), 
whichever  applies. 


Un  des  symboles  suivants  apparaTtra  sur  la 
dernidre  image  de  chaque  microfiche,  selon  ie 
cas:  le  symbols  —►  signifie  "A  SUIVRE",  le 
symbols  V  signifie  "FIN". 


Maps,  plates,  charts,  etc.,  may  be  filmed  at 
different  reduction  ratios.  Those  too  large  to  be 
entirely  included  in  one  exposure  are  filmed 
beginning  in  the  upper  left  hand  corner,  left  to 
right  and  top  to  bottom,  as  many  frames  as 
required.  The  following  diagrams  illustrate  the 
method: 


Les  cartes,  planches,  tableaux,  etc.,  peuvent  dtre 
film6s  A  des  taux  de  reduction  diff6rents. 
Lorsque  le  document  est  trop  grand  pour  dtre 
reproduit  en  un  seul  cliche,  11  est  filmi  A  partir 
de  Tangle  sup6rieur  gauche,  de  gauche  d  droite, 
et  de  haut  en  bas,  en  prenant  le  nombre 
d'images  nicessaire.  Les  diagrammes  suivants 
illustrent  la  m6thode. 


1 

2 

3 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

FIRST   REPORT 


OF  THE 

COMMITTEE 

OF  THE 
ON  THAT   PART   OF    THE 


SPEECH 


or 


His  EXCELLENCY  THE  GOVERNOR  IN  CHIEF, 


WHICH  RELATES  TO  THE  SETTLEMENT 


OF  THS 


CROWN  LANDS, 


^ns 


THE  MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE 


TAKL-N  BEFORE  THE  COMMITTEE. 


■*?r 


QUEBEC:  ^^^  " 

PRINTED  BY  J.  NEILSON,  No.  3,  Mountain-Street. 


ld2L 


•  »j'  ''1 


n: 


^ 


■  5  *  .  ■■■   J  ^   ,i    •  ■ 


''■tf>  A 


>■/ 


( /■■ 


t  -r  .^ 


i       ? 


i,,;.«f 


'uj.  ,.i  ■rO:B4rK'v'tL 


:/v,^-.    rr  -r 


^«,-»'  -bi,  f-r  *„'  e-"**^*  '.  -^ffT  it  y*,'^.'.-  ■wT».ii,-..tt>i.i^v*^s^.--. 


>♦* 


•?^i?^-i?'   .",M!\iK( 


f      fi:   fi:" 


REPORT. 


YOUR  Committee,  deeply  sensible  of  the  importance  of  the 
matter  referred  to  them,  have  lost  no  time  and  fpared  no  la- 
bour in  inveftigating  the  caufes  which  have  hitherto  retarded  the 
Settlement  of  this  Province,  and  more  particularly  of  the  Wafte 
Lands  of  the  Crown,  and  yet  unconccded  Seigneurial  Lands. 

Their  attention  was  in  the  first  inftance  directed  to  the  afcer- 
taining  of  the  amount  of  the  furplus  agricultural  population  of  this 
Province,  for  whom  it  was  expedient  and  juft  to  provide  habitations. 

From  the  declarations  of  feveral  witnefTes  which  your  Committee 
examined,  it  was  manifest  that  I-ower-Canada  pofleflesin  itfelf  an 
abundant  population  to  fettle  thefe  wafte  lands. 

To  determine  as  exactly  as  might  be,  the  precife  amount  of  this 
furplus  population,  your  Committee  prepared  a  feries  of  Queftions, 
(whereof  a  Copy  is  fubjoined  to  this  Report,  updertheletter(  A.)  and 
tranfmitted  the  fame  to  the  Curates  of  the  different  Parishes  in  this 
Province,  and  to  fome  of  the  more  diftinguished  Seigniors  refident 
in  the  Country,  with  a  request  to  communicate  their  anfwers  with 
all  convenient  fpeed. — Sufficient  time  has  not  yet  elapfed  to  entitle 
your  Committee  to  anfwers  to  thefe  Queries.  They  anticipate, 
however,  with  confidence,  much  valuable  information  from  thefe 
refpedlable  sources,  and  when  received,  will  feel  it  their  duty  to 
lay  the  fame  before  this  Houfe  with  the  least  poffible  delay. 

Your  Committee  next  directed  their  attention  to  the  determining 
of  the  quantity^  and  afcertaining  of  the  quality  of  the  wafte  and 
ungranted  Lands  of  the  Crown,  with  their  local  advantages  or  dis- 
advantages, viewed  with  reference  to  aftual  Settlements.  The  re- 
fult  of  thefe  inquiries  was  in  the  highest  degree  fatisfactory,  an^ 
evinces  that  Land  advantageously  situated  may  be  provided  for  the 
entire  furplus  population  of  Lower-Canada. — ^The  examinations  up- 
on this  matter,  taken  before  your  Commiteee,  will  be  found  in  the 
Appendix  to  this  Report,  under  the  Letter  (B.) 

It  could  not  but  excite  furprife  in  the  minds  of  your  Commit- 
tee, that  «'he  large  furplus  agricultural  population  of  the  Province, 
had  not  been  long  fince  located  upon  the  vast  tracts  of  ungranted 
Lands  of  the  Crown — and  it  became  a  matter  of  anxious  inquiry  to 
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them,  whether  the  caufcs  which  had  produced  the  ftrange  anoma'y 
of  a  fuperabundant  agricultural  population,  environed  by  a  wilder- 
nefs  of  Lands,  were  permanent  in  their  nature  or  otherwife. 

It  is  with  no  ordinary  fatisfaction  that  your  Committee  have  it 
in  their  power  to  declare,  as  their  opinion,  that  thel'e  caui'es  are 
not  of  a  permanent  nature,  and  to  add  that  a  hope,  that  their  re- 
moval may  be  confidered  as  nrithcr  of  difficult  or  diftant  attain- 
ment, may  rcafonably  be  indulged. 

In  the  opinion  of  your  Committee,  one  of  the  principal  caufes 
which  have  retarded  the  fettlement  of  the  wafte  Lands  of  the 
Crown,  in  Lower-Canada,  has  been  the  abandonment  of  the  an- 
cient mode  of  granting  Lands  in  Fief  or  Seigneury,  and  the  intro- 
duction of  the  tenure  of  Free  and  Common  Soccage,  a  tenure  na- 
vel and  unknown  to  the  people  of  this  Country. 

The  first  fubject  of  inquiry  of  your  Committee,  has  been  into 
the  caufes  which  led  to  the  adoption  of  a  meafure  which  did  not 
appear  to  manifest  that  regcrd  for  the  ancient  Laws  and  Inftitutions 
of  this  Province,  which  fo  eminently  characterized  His  Majesty's 
Government  generally,  and  here  abundant  proof  was  afforded  to 
your  Committee,  that  a  policy  fo  adverfe  in  its  spirit  to  the  general 
policy  of  His  Majesty's  Government  towards  this  Colony,  arofe  not 
from  any  intermiffion  of  that  regard,  but  from  extrinfic  circum- 
stances, which  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  your  Committee  to  do 
more  than  partially  explore. 

So  early  as  the  year  l775.  His  Majefty  was  graciously  pleafed  by 
his  inftructions  to  Guy  Carleion,  Efquire,  Captain  General  and 
Governor  in  Chief  in  and  over  the  Province  of  Quebec  in  Ameri- 
ca, and  of  all  the  Territories  dependant  thereupon,  dated  St. 
James',  3d  February,  1775,  with  other  matters  relating  to  the 
good  Government  of  this  Province,  to  order,  as  follows  : — 
38.  "  i'iy  our  Commiflion  to  you  under  our  Great  Seal  of  Great 
Britain,  you  are  authorized  and  empowered,  with  the  advice 
and  confent  of  our  Council,  to  fettle  and  agree  with  the  inhabi- 
tants of  our  faid  Province  of  Quebec,  for  fuch  Lands,  Tenements 
and  Hereditaments,  as  now  are  or  shall  hereafter  be  in  our  power 
to  dilpose  of;  it  is  therefore  our  will  and  pleafure,  that  al!  lands 
which  now  are  or  hereafter  may  be  fubject  to  our  dispoial,  be 
granted  in  Fief  or  Seigneurie,  in  like  manner  as  was  practised 
antecedent  to  the  Conquest  of  ihe  faid  Province,  omitting  how- 
ever, in  any  grant  that  shall  bepafled  of  such  Lands,  the  refer- 
vation  of  any  judicial  powers  or  privileges  whatever  : — and  it  is 
our  further  will  and  pleasure,  that  all  grants  in  Fief  or  Seigneu- 
rie, so  to  be  passed  by  you  as  aforesaid,  be  made  subject  to  our 
Royal  Ratification  or  difallowance,  and  a  due  registry  thereof 
within  a  limited  time,  in  like  manner  a",  was  practised  in  regard 
to  grants  and  concessions  held  in  Fief  and  Seigneurie  under  thq 
French  Government." 
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That  in  the  year  1786,  His  Majesty  was  graciously  pleased  by 
inch  articles  in  the  instructions  to  Lord  Dorchester,  as  are  not  con- 
tained in  the  instructions  to  Guy  Carlcton,  Esquire,  in  1775,  alfo 
a  copy  of  such  ai  tides  or  parts  thereof  in  the  same  instructions  in 
17H6,  as  are  now  altered  from  the  instructions  to  Guy  Carlcton, 
Esquire,  in  1775,  to  order  as  follows: — 

40.  "  Whereas  many  of  our  loyal  subjects,  inhabitants  of  the  Colonies 

*  and  Provinces  now  the  United  States  of  America,  are  desirous  of  retaiii- 
'  ing  their  allegiance  to  us,  and  of  living  in  our  dominions,  and  for  this 

*  purpose  are  disposed  to  take  up  and  improve  landa  in  our  Province  of 

*  Quebec  :  and  we  being  desirous  to  encourage  our  said  loyal  subjects  in 

*  such  their  intentions,  and  to  testify  our  approbation  of  their  loyalty  to 
'  us,  and  obedience  to  our  Government,  by  allotting  lands  for  them  in  our 

*  said  Province  :  and  whereas  we  are  also  desirous  of  testifying  our  ap- 

*  probation  of  the  bravery  and  loyalty  of  our  Forces  serving  in  our  said 

*  Province,  and  who  may  have  been  reduced  there,  by  allowing  a  certain 
'  quantity  of  land  to  such  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  private 
'  men  of  our  said  Forces,  who  are  inclined  to  become  settlers  therein  ;  it 

*  is  our  will  and  plea^ute,  that  immediately  after  you  shall  receive  these 

*  our  Instructions,  you  do  direct  our  Surveyor  General  of  Lands  for  our 

*  said  Province  of  Quebec  to  admeasure  and  lay  out  such  quantity  of 

*  land  as  you,  with  the  advice  of  our  Council,  shall  deem  necessaiy  and 
'  convenient  for  the  settlement  of  our  said  loyal  subjects,  and  the  non- 
'  commissioned  officers  and  piivate  men  of  our  Forces  which  may  have 
'  been  reduc^'d  in  our  said  Province,  who  shall  be  desirous  of  bee  )ming 

*  set  lers  therein  ;  such  lands  to  be  divided  Into  dibtinct  Seigneuries  or 
'  Fiefi,  to  extend  f  om  two  to  four  leagues  in  front,  and  from  three  to 
'  five  leagues  in  d^pih,  if  situated  upon  a  navigable  river,  otherwise  to  be 
'  run  square,  or  in  such  shape  and  in  such  quantities  as  shall  be  conve- 
nient and  practicable,  and  in  each  Seigneurie  a  Glebe  to  be  reserved  and 

*  laid  out  in  the  moht  convenient  spot,  to  contain  not  less  than  three  hun- 
'  dred  acres,  nor  more  than  five  hundred  acres ;  the  property  of  which 

Seigneuries  or  Fiefs  shall  be  and  remain  vested  in  us,  our  heirs  and  suc- 
cessors ;  and  you  shall  allot  such  parts  of  the  same  as  shall  be  applied 
for  by  any  of  our  said  loyal  subjects,  non-commissioned  officers  and 
private  men  of  our  Forces  reduced  as  aforesaid,  in  the  following  pro- 
portions, that  is  to  say,"  &c. 

**  The  said  lands  tu  be  held  under  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  Sei- 
gneurs of  the  Seigneurie  or  Fief  in  which  the  same  shall  be  situated, 
upon  the  same  terms,  acknowledgments  and  service",  as  lands  are  held 
in  our  said  Province  under  the  respective  Seigneurs  holding  and  posses- 
sing Seigneuries  or  Fiefs  therein,  and  reserving  to  us,  our  heirs  and  suc- 
cessois,  from  and  aftei  the  expiration  of  ten  years  from  the  admission 
of  the  respective  tenants,  a  quit  rent  of  one  halfpenny  per  acre." 
That  after  the  declaration  of  American  independence,  in  the  year 
1776,  the  powers  of  His  Majesty's  Government  in  this  Colony  came 
to  be  exercised  by  persons  who  had  resided  and  held  offices  in  the 
old  British  Colonies,  who  succeeded  to  the  principal  offices  in  this  Pro- 
vince.    That  from  the  manner  in  which  the  influence  of  those  Gentlemen 
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and  their  friends  had  been  exercised  in  the  old  Coloniei»  and  from  the  ill 
»ucc^ss  which  had  attended  the  policy  adopted  by  their  advice,  Canada 
could  augur  but  unfavourably  uf  the  adminiiitration  which  waa  destined  to 
rule  it. 

The  alarms  of  the  people  of  Cariada  were  greatly  increased  by  a  large 
influx  of  Loyalists,  who  were  naturally  anxiuuR  to  retain  the  laws,  insti- 
tutions and  tenures  to  which  they  were  accustomed.  Notwithstanding 
that  Great  Britain  had  by  an  Act  of  the  Imperial  Parliament,  commonly 
called  the  Quebec  Act,  (H  Geo.  III.  Cap  83,)  guaranteed  to  His  Ma- 
jesty's Canadian  subjects  "  within  the  Proviuce  of  Quebec,  that  they,  the 
•*  Religious  Orders  and  Communities  only  excepted,  might  hold  and  en- 
**]oy  their  property  and  possessions,  together  with  all  customs  and  usages 
•*  relative  thereto,  and  all  other  their  civil  rights,  in  as  large,  ample  and 
*'  beneficial  a  manner,  as  if  the  said  Proclamation,  Commissions,  Ordinan- 
*'  ces,  and  other  Acts  and  instruments,  had  not  been  made,  and  as  may 
•*  consist  with  their  allegiance  to  His  Majesty,  and  subjection  to  the 
••  Crown  and  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  and  that  in  all  matters  of  con- 
"  trovcrsy  relative  to  property  and  civil  rights,  resort  shall  be  had  to  the 
•*  Laws  of  Canada,  as  the  rule  for  the  decision  of  the  same  ;  and  all  causes 
•*  that  shall  hereafter  be  instituted  in  any  of  the  Courts  of  Justice,  to  be 
•*  appointed  within  and  for  the  said  Province,  by  His  Majesty,  his  heirs 
•*  and  successors,  shall,  with  respect  to  such  property  and  rights,  be  de- 
**  termined  agreeably  to  the  said  Laws  and  Customs  of  Canada,  until  they 
••  shall  be  varied  or  alteied  by  any  Ordinances  that  shall  from  time  to  time 
•*  be  passed  in  the  said  Province  by  the  Governor,  Lieutenant  Governor, 
♦*  or  Commander  in  Chief,  for  the  time  being,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
•*  consent  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  same,  to  be  appointed  in  man- 
"  ner  herein  after  mentioned,'*  still  several  Petitions,  which  are  to  be  met 
with  in  a  Volume,  entitled,  "  Quebec  State  Papers,"  were  transmitted  to 
His  Majesty's  Government  by  His  Majesty's  Canadian  subjects,  praying 
that  they  might  be  maintained  in  their  ancient  Laws  and  institutions. 

That  these  apprehensions  were  by  no  means  so  visionary  as  might  at 
fir&t  sight  appear  ;  for  the  repudiated  public  men  of  the  old  British  Colo- 
nies, had  by  their  arts  attained  that  dominion  ir  Canada,  which  their  more 
wise  and  honest  countrymen  had  not  been  able  to  atchieve  by  their  arms. 

Accordingly,  in  the  year  1790,  His  Excellency  the  Right  Honoura- 
ble Guy  Lord  Dorchester  was  pleased  to  refer  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  of  the  Honourable  the  Legislative  Council,  "  to  investigate  and 
^  report  a  statement  of  the  comparative  advantages  and  disadvantages  of 
**  the  Tenure  in  Free  and  Common  Soccage,  and  the  present  Tenures  of 
"  the  Province  of  a  different  description,  with  a  view  to  the  public  inte- 
"  rest,  as  well  as  that  of  the  individuals  holding  under  such  Tenures  ;  that 
**  they  deliberate,  and  in  case  a  conversion  of  the  present  Tenures  in  Fief 
"  or  otherwise  into  Soccage  Tenure,  shall  appear  to  be  adviseable,  that 
•*  they  report  upon  the  most  eligible  mode  of  effecting  the  same,  without 
"prejudice  to  the  rights  of  individuals,  and  the  general  interest  of  the 
"  country.  In  doing  this  the  Committee  are  to  attend  to  the  nature  and 
«*  operation  of  the  different  clauses  in  the  Statute  of  12th  Car.  2,  Cap. 
**  24<,  by  which  Soccage  holding  was  made  general  in  England,  giving 
**  Mr.  Lanaudiere  at  the  same  time  an  opportunity  to  be  heard  on  his  Pe- 
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«  tition  for  a  converMon  of  the  Tenure  of  his  Estates  into  that  of  Free 
««  and  Common  Soccagc,  which  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Coun- 
«*  cil  on  the  14th  February,  1788.  And  the  Committee  may  call  oa 
«<  Mr.  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General  for  their  opinion  on  the  subject 
**  matter  of  the  reference,  if  they  shall  conceive  the  same  to  be  necessary, 
*•  and  take  all  such  other  means  as  they  may  think  proper,  for  acquiring 
«  the  necessary  information  ;  and  further,  if  the  legislative  interposition 
«  shall  appear  to  be  necessary,  the  Committee  arc  to  report  such  draft  of 
"  a  Bill,  as  the  case  may  require" 

The  Resolves  of  the  Council,  and  the  Resolutions  and  motion  of  the 
Chief  Justice,  adopted  by  the  Committee,  were  calculated  to  introduce  the 
Tenure  in  Free  and  Common  Soccage,  in  lieu  of  the  ancient  Tenure  of 
the  country,  in  all  new  Grants,  and  to  undermine  and  ultimately  overturn 
those  Tenures  in  the  old  Giants.  These  Resolves,  with  the  Reasons  of 
Dissent  therefrom  by  Mr.  Mabane,  are  subjoined  to  this  Report,  under 
the  Letter  (C) 

It  is  consoling  to  reflect  that  His  Majesty's  Government  did  not  parti- 
cipate in  this  scheme. 

The  Debates  upon  the  Constitutional  Act  of  these  Provinces,  (Slst 
Geo.  III.  Cap.  31,)  exhibit  the  two  great  Statesmen  in  the  British  House 
of  Commons,  who  in  almost  every  other  object  of  public  policy  were  op- 
posed to  each  other,  concurring  in  the  justice  and  expediency  of  maintain- 
ing his  Majesty's  Canadian  subjects  in  their  ancient  Laws  and  Institutions, 
and  of  securing  to  his  Majesty's  subjects  who  had  been  reared  under  and 
were  attached  to  the  Laws  and  institutions  of  England,  the  possession  of 
those  Laws  and  institutions,  and  in  conferring  upon  both  the  inestimable 
advantages  of  the  British  Constitution^ 

The  work  which  contains  these  Debates,  being  a  voluminous  one,  and 
not  of  easy  access,  your  Committee  subjoin  to  this  Report  an  extract 
therefrom.  (D. )  It  was  in  consequence  provided  by  the  Constitutional  Act^ 
"  that  there  should  be  in  the  Provinces  of  Upper  and  Lower-Canada  res- 
pectively, a  Legislative  Council  and  Assembly,  to  be  severally  composed 
and  constituted  in  the  manner  described  in  the  said  Act,  to  make  Laws  for 
the  peace,  welfare  and  good  government  of  those  Provinces,"  and  in  a  sub- 
sequent Clause,  "  that  all  lands  which  shall  be  hereafter  granted  within  the 
**  said  Province  of  Upper-Canada,  shall  be  granted  in  Free  and  Common 
*•  Soccage,  in  like  manneras  lands  are  nowholdenin  Freeand  Common  Soc- 
'*  cage  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England,  and  that  in  every  case 
"  where  lands  shall  be  hereafter  granted  within  the  said  Province  of  Lower- 
**  Canada,  and  where  the  Grantee  thereof  shall  desire  the  same  to  be  grant- 
"  ed  in  Free  and  Common  Soccage,  the  same  shall  be  so  granted  ;  but 
*•  subject  nevertheless  to  such  alterations,  with  respect  to  the  nature  and 
**  consequences  of  such  Tenure  of  Free  and  Common  Soccage,  as  tiay  be 
*'  established  by  any  Law  or  Laws  which  may  be  made  by  his  Majesty,- 
**  his  heirs  or  successors,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Le- 
**  gislative  Council  and  Assembly  of  the  Province,"  and  a  free  and  repre- 
entative  Government  was  thus  assured  to  these  Colonies. 

Your  Committee,  in  proceeding  upon  the  enquiry  upon  the  compara> 
stive  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  the  ancient  Tenures  of  this  country 
and  of  the  Free  and  Common  Soccage  Tenure,  came  to  a  conclusion  that 


the  former  possesses  decided  advantages  over  the  latter,  in  the  settlement 
of  a  new  country. 

Your  Committee  did  not  deem  it  necessary  to  institute  any  enquiry  res-' 
pecting  the  comparative  advantage's  of  these  Tenures  in  a  more  advanced 
state  of  society,  leaving  it  to  the  wisdom  of  their  remote  posterity  to  pro- 
vide remedies  for  these  inconveniences  when  they  shall  arise.  It  could  not 
fail  to  strike  the  attention  of  your  Committee,  that  gre^^.t  prejudices  exist- 
ed in  the  minds  of  the  Britiuh  de9cendant»upon  this  continent  against  the 
Tenure  en  Fief.  The  Statute  I'J  Car.  11.  Cap.  Si4,  operated  a  salutary 
revolution  in  the  Constitution  of  Great  Britain,  and  it  is  said  by  high  au- 
thority to  have  been  «•  a  greater  acquisition  to  the  civil  property  of  the 
"  Kingdom  than  Magna  Charta  j"  vet  although  by  means  of  it  "  the 
**  oppressive  or  military  part  of  the  feodal  Constitution  was  happily  done 
"  away,  we  are  not  to  imagine  that  the  Constitution  itself  was  utterly 
"  laid  aside,  and  a  new  one  introduced  in  its  room  ;  since  by  the  Statute 
•*  12  Car.  II.  the  Tenures  of  Soccage  and  Frankalmoign,  the  honorary 
**  services  of  Grand  Serieanty,  and  the  Tenure  by  Copy  of  Court  Roll, 
**  were  reserved  ;  nay  all  Tenures  in  general,  except  Frankalmoign ,  G  rand 
*'  Serjeanty  and  Copyhold,  were  reduced  to  one  general  species  of  Tenure, 
'**  then  well  known  and  subsisting,  called  Free  and  Common  Soccage. 
••  And  this  sprung  from  the  same  feodal  origin  as  the  test.*' 

The  reasons  which  induced  your  Committee  to  come  to  the  above  con- 
clusion, are  as  follows. 

The  two  great  obstacles  to  settlements  in  all  new  countries,  is  the  want 
of  capital,  and  the  consequent  want  of  a  market  for  labour  in  those  com- 
paratively remote  situations.  In  a  City  composed  of  artisans,  having  all 
for  sale  the  same  commodity,  whatever  be  its  excellence,  they  will  all 
starve  ;  in  a  new  settlement  composed  entirely  of  labourers  to  be  furnish- 
ed with  meat  and  clothing  from  the  sale  of  their  labour,  they  also  starve 
from  the  same  cause,  the  want  of  customers. 

The  things  possessed  by  each,  though  valuable  in  themselves,  possess 
no  exchangeable  value.  The  minimum  of  capital  required  to  be  employ- 
ed for  any  productive  labour,  will  be  regulated  by  the  quickness  or  slow- 
ness of  the  return.  Unfortunately  in  the  clearing  of  land,  even  upon  the 
smallest  scale,  the  return  to  the  actual  settler  is  slow,  generally  from  nine 
to  twelve  months. 

Where  actual  settlements  are  now  found  upon  the  continent  of  North 
America,  the  above  obstacles  have  been  surmounted,  either  ; 

Ist.  Fortuitously,  by  the  accidental  coming  together  of  persons  having 
capital  and  persons  having  labour,  at  the  formation  of  the  new  settlement, 
as  in  the  case  of  Massachusetts  ;  or, 

!2d.  By  the  Government  making  a  donation  to  the  new  settler,  of  capi- 
tal sufficient  to  support  him  until  his  labour  became  productive,  as  was 
done  in  Upper-Canada  at  the  commencement  of  its  settlement  in  17^3-4, 
and  has  it  is  believed  since  been  done  in  some  of  the  late  Military  Setile* 
ments  in  that  country  ;  or, 

'  3d.  By  the  Government  granting  the  lands  in  a  manner  to  secure  the 
laying  out  of  a  sufficient  capital  by  individuals  for  this  purpose,  with  a 
view  to  their  own  profit. 

I J  the  first  there  is  danger  that  there  be  not  a  due  proportion  of  capi* 
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tal ;  and  then  the  first  settlers  are  subjected  to  great  hardships,  as  hap- 
pened to  the  first  settlers  of  Massachusetts. 

The  second  is  exceedingly  expensive  and  onerous  to  Oovernment  ;  in- 
deed so  much  so,  ihat  it  cannot  be  carried  on  \.pon  a  very  extensive  scale, 
nor  permanently. 

The  third  appears  obviously  to  be  the  best  system  ;  it  may  be  carried 
on*  not  only  to  the  extent  of  capital  which  the  capitalist  of  the  Colony 
itself  may  turn  into  this  direction,  but  is  calculated  to  draw  capital  from 
abroad  mto  this  channel,  and  thus  enrich  the  Colony  as  well  by  the  intro- 
duction of  new  capital,  as  by  the  advantageous  employment  of  it  when 
introduced. 

The  object  of  the  capitalist  is  to  get  from  the  Government  the  highest 
premium  he  can  for  employing  his  capital  in  the  clearing  of  wild  lands. 
On  the  other  hand,  that  of  the  Government,  on  the  behalf  of  itself,  the 
owner  of  the  lands  to  be  granted,  and  on  behalf  of  the  needy  individuals 
who  are  thus  to  obtain  a  settlement,  and  out  of  whom  in  one  shape  or  ano- 
ther a  large  portion  of  the  profit  of  the  capitalist  it  to  be  extracted,  is 
to  give  the  capitalist  as  small  a  premium  as  he  will  accept  for  this  use  of 
his  capital. 

In  the  proprietary  Governments  of  the  old  Bmish  Colonics,  Maryland, 
&c.  the  premium  given  to  Lord  Baltimore  and  the  other  great  prDprieta- 
rie«,  to  induce  them  to  effect  settlements  in  those  countries,  was  much  too 
high,  and  became  so  burdensome  to  the  actual  settler,  that  Government 
ultimately  resumed  the  Charters. 

The  system  least  onerous  to  the  actual  settler,  is  unquestionably  the 
French  system  of  Scigneuries. 

The  only  inconvenience  of  the  system,  and  that  was  certainly  a  very 
great  one,  arose  out  of  the  civil  and  sometimes  criminal  jurisdiction  at- 
tached to  the  Seigneurie.     This,  however,  on  the  conquest,  was  removed. 

Under  this  Tenure  the  actual  settler  had  several  advantages  :  he  was 
tiot  obliged  to  disburse  any  money  for  hii  land  ;  whatever  little  st«ick  he 
possessed  might  be  entirely  laid  out  upon  the  improvement  of  his  farm^ 

The  Seigneur,  in  certain  cases,  but  not  universally,  was  b.iund  by  the 
conditions  of  the  original  grant,  to  open  a  road  to  communicate  from  the 
most  remote  settlement  in  his  Seigneurie  to  the  next  concession  of  ungiant- 
ed  lands  therein.  He  was  expected  to  build  a  Mill,  and  the  rate  of  mouture 
was  fixed  at  a  lower  rate  (1-14)  than  it  now  stands  at  in  the  United 
States,  where  the  greatest  competition  obtains  ( 1-12)-— The  new  Settler 
had  the  countenance,  support  and  assistance  of  the  Seigneur,  who  was 
interested  in  effecting  a  settlement  to  save  his  Seigneurie  fromfoifeiture: 
and  all  this  was  obtained  for  a  moderate  annual  rent. 

The  system  of  Scigneuries  is  calculated  to  produce  and  has  produced 
in  this  country  an  equal  division  of  the  lands,  a  thing  favourable  to  human 
happiness,  to  good  morals  and  industrioU"  habits,  to  the  stability  of  Laws 
and  Government,  and  to  the  miUtary  strength  of  a  country. 

The  Tenure  in  Seigneurie  is  one  which  the  people  of  this  country  un- 
derstand, and  to  which  they  are  accustomed. 

The  religious  and  social  habits  of  the  Canadian  agrictilturalist,  prevent 
him  from  emigrating  to  the  Townships.     He  is  there  deprived  of  all  the 
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•ubstantlal  comforts  of  his  religion.  His  child  cannot  be  baptized,  nor 
receive  instruction  in  the  principles  of  his  religion  ;  on  the  verge  of  the 
tomb)  he  can  receive  no  rchgiuus  consolation.  He  has  no  means  of  at- 
tending Divine  Worship. 

From  these  causes,  your  Committee  are  persuaded  that  noCanadian  set- 
tlements could  be  effected,  unless  the  permanent  residence  or  occasional 
attendance  of  a  Priest  could  be  had  at  a  Chapel  to  be  erected  therein,  and 
unless  a  r^lony  of  from  20  to  50  men,  in  habits  of  previous  social  inter- 
course, could  be  settled  together.  And  your  Committee  see  nothing  so 
likely  to  produce  this,  as  the  erection  of  a  sufficient  number  of  Seigneuries 
to  provide  habitations  and  farms  for  the  surplus  population  of  the  country. 

For  further  and  valuable  information  upon  this  subject,  your  Commit- 
tee refer  to  a  paper  written  and  published  in  the  year  1791f  which  will 
be  found  subjoined  to  this  Report  under  the  Letter  (£.)  ' 

Upon  the  whole,  your  Committeeare  of  opinion,  that  the  first  and  prin- 
cipal obstacle  which  has  existed,  to  the  settlement  of  the  Waste  Lr^nds 
of  the  Crown,  has  been  the  neglect  of  the  Colonial  Administration  to 
obey  the  <  bovementioned  wise  and  gracious  Instructions  of  His  Majesty. 
Quebec,  12th  February,  1821. 

ANDREW  STUART, 
Chairman. 
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(A.)         , 

UESTION  FIRST.— What  is  the  number  of  fouls  within 
the  Parifhof ? 

2cl.  What  is  the  number  of  heads  of. families,  landholders,  with- 
I  in  the  Parilh  of  -,  refiding  upon  farms,  and  deriving  their 

fubiiftence  wholly  or  principally  from  the  produce  ? 

3d.  What  is  the  number  of  hired  agricultural  labourers,  and  of 
[labourers  belonging  to  the  family  of  the  landholder,  not  receiving 
[wages  ? 

4th.  What  is  the  greateft  extent  of  ground  poflefled  by  any 
[one  individual  in  the  faid  Parifh  ? 

Sth.  What  is  the  number  of  individuals  in  the  faid  Parifh,  hold- 
jing  in  their  own  right  an  extent  of  ground  equal  to  two  farms  of 
[three  arpents  in  front  by  thirty  or  forty  arpents  in  depth  ? 

6th.  What  is  the  number  of  individuals  in  the  faid  Parifh,  hold- 
I  ing  in  their  own  righf.  farms  of  lefs  than  three  arpents  in  front,  by 
[thirty  or  forty  in  depth,  and  into  what  number  of  clafTes  can  the 
[faid  farms  be  diflributed,  and  whut  is  the  number  of  each  ? 

7th.  What  is  the  number  of  marriages,  births  and  deaths  in 
[the  faid  Parifh  within  the  lafl  ten  years  ? 

Sth.  What  is  the  number  of  agriculturalif^s  above  the  age  of 
[twenty-one,  unmarried,  and  what  is  the  number  of  females  above 
the  age  of  eighteen,  unmarried,  in  the  faid  Parifh  ? 

9th.  What  is  the  extent  of  ground  in  the  faid  Parifh  fufceptible 
of  cultivation,  not  yet  granted  ? 

10th.  Is  there  a  road  through  the  faid  ungranted  land,  and  has 
;  the  faid  land  been  furveyed  ? 

llth.  Have  there  been  any  grants  of  land  in  the  faid  Parifh 
previous  to  the  year  1759  ;  if  fo,  what  was  the  general  mode  of 
granting,  as  well  with  reference  to  the  extent  of  ground  granted, 
as  to  the  terms  upon  which  the  fame  was  granted  ? 

12th.  Is  there  in  the  faid  Parifh  a  confiderable  number  of  per- 
fons  who  are  defirous  and  capable  of  making  new  fettlements  in 
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the  faid  Seignioryi  provided  they  could  obtain  lands  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, or  at  a  fhort  diftance  from  thofe  of  their  relations  and 
friends  ;  and  are  there  any  fuch  lands,  ard  vhat  is  their  quantity 
and  quality  ? 

]  3th.  Are  there  any  catifes  which  have  retarded  and  continue 
to  retard  the  fettlement  of  the  land  in  the  old  Seigniories  in  this 
country,  and  what  do  thofe  caufes  appear  to  you  to  be  ? 

Hth.  Do  any  of  the  inhabitants  fettle  in  the  Townfhips  which 
are  granted  in  free  and  common  foccage  ;  and  if  none  go,  to  what 
caufe  do  you  afcribe  it  ? 

(  B.  ) 

The  Honourable  James  Cuthbert  appeared  before  your  Commit- 
tee and  ar%ered  as  follows  to  the  Queftions  put  to  him  : — 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  and  what  means  of  becoming  acquainted 
with  the  nature  and  advantages  of  the  Seigniorial  Tenure  in  this 
Country,  compared  with  the  Tenure  of  Free  and  Common  Soc- 
cage  ? 

A.  Being  Proprietor  of  the  Seigniory  of  Berthier,  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Montreal,  and  having  refided  upon  it  for  twenty-four 
years,  I  have  had  occaiion  to  beuow  much  confideration  upon  this 
subjeO,  and  acquire  much  experience  refpefting  it.        ,,^j. 

Q  What  in  your  eftimation  are  the  relative  advantages  or  dif- 
advantages  of  these  two  modes  of  Ttnure  ? 

A  I  hold  a  very  great  difference  between  the  two  modes  of 
granting  land.  That  under  the  feudal  fystem,  as  it  is  in  my  opin- 
ion, not  accurately  called,  offers  an  eafy,  expeditious,  certain  and 
economical  mode  of  mode  of  obtaining  lands,  in  the  manner  moil 
congenial  to  the  means,  habits,  wanc^^  and  ufages  of  the  nineteen 
twentieths  of  the  population  of  this  Province,  and  carries  in  its 
nature  and  confequences  the  only  reafonable  hopeof  a  long  aud 
lading  connexion  with,  and  fubmifGon  to  the  Mother  Country. 
Whereas  the  Grants  in  Free  and  Common  Soccage,  after  fur- 
mounting  all  the  difficulties  and  expenfe  of  procuring  them,  break 
in  upon  *he  habits,  cuftoms,  manners  and  prejudices  of  the  Canadian 
Grantees ;  the  conditions  of  thofe  Grants  not  only  deprive  them  of 
the  ordinary  refourfes  they  poffefs  under  the  Syflem  in  Fief,  but  alfo 
bind  them  to  the  obligation  of  employing  in  the  firfl  inftance,  at 
a  time  they  are  totally  incompetent,  an  immenfe  unproductive  la* 
hour,  which,  if  applied  to  a  land  in  Fief,  would  alone  enable  them 
to  fublist  their  Families. 

Another  powerful  objeftion  to  the  granting  of  the  wafle  lands  of 
the  Crown  in  Free  and  Common  Soccage,  under  the  prefient  re- 
gulations, is  the  evident  tendency  of  fuch  grant.;  to  level  all  orders 
of  Society,  and  produce  that  fpirit  of  republicanifm  which  has  al- 
ready proved  so  fatal  to  Great  Britain  ;  experience  has  brought  to 
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my  conviftion  the  facility  with  which  the  lower  orders  of  EnglUh, 
Scotch  or  Irish  will  be  allured  from  rational  to  licentious  liberty, 
when  brought  within  the  verge  of  American  politics  ;  and  the  ea- 
fy  gradation  from  oppoHtion  to  independunce  ;  whilft  it  is  true  to 
aver  that  the  language,  religion,  laws,  cuftoms,  inclination  and 
even  prejudices  of  the  Canadians  enfure  their  fidelity  and  fupport 
to  the  Britiili  Government,  and  prcfent  an  insuperable  bar  to  their 
becoming  Americans. 

Q.  What  are  the  caufes  which  prevent  the  Canadians  to  fettle 
upon  lands  in  Free  and  Common  Soccage  ? 

A.  Grants  in  Free  and  Common  Soccage,  fkrike  the  great  body 
of  the  people  as  adereli£lion  of  all  they  hold  dear,  they  view  the 
fyftem  and  perhaps  not  without  reafon,  as  tending  to  fubvert  their 
inflitutions,  Civil  and  Religious,  by  a  flow  but  unerring  progress; 
then  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  the  grant,  the  diftance  from  their 
friends,  their  removal  from  the  ordinary  support  and  afiiftance 
they  were  accuAomed  to,  and  above  all  the  immenfe  tax  of  labour 
they  incur,  not  only  for  their  own  Lot,  but  also  for  the  Clergy 
and  Crown  Referves,  which  are  to  be  raifed  in  value  by  the  fweat 
of  their  brow  ;  thefe  and  many  other  objections  deter  His  Majes- 
ty's Canadian  fubjects  from  fettling  on  Free  and  Common  Soccage 
Grants.  It  has  been  faid  that  American  and  Euicpean  Emigrants 
have  a  total  averfion  to  fettle  upon  lands  in  Fief,  8cc.  this  is  fub- 
ftantially  and  praCil.ally  contradicted  in  the  Seigniories  of  Dautrai, 
Lanorai,  Ramefay,  D'Aiilebout  and  Terrebonne,  under  my  own 
pt'ribnal  knowledge,  and  in  many  other  Seigniories  throughout 
the  Province.  It  is  principally  on  account  of  the  Language  not  of 
the  Tenure  that  any  difficulty  has  arifen. 

With  regard  to  fettling  the  wafte  lands  of  the  Crown  in  Fief, 
it  is  within  my  conviction  that  were  I  in  poiTeffion  of  ungranted 
cultivable  land,  I  could  concede  fome  hundred  farms  en  roture,  in 
theihort  fpace  of  twelve  months. 

Q.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  deniity  of  the  population  of  the 
fettled  part  of  the  Seigniories  ? 

A    The  population  in  the  old  Seigniories  is  very  denfe,  and  in 
my  divifion  of  Militia  in   1 804,  there  were  from  nine  hundred  to 
one  thoufand Militiamen,  and  in  1820,  twenty-four  hundred  men. 
above  fixteen  years  of  age. 

Q.  I  underftand  you  have  travelled  in  Europe  and  the  United 
otates  of  America,  did  you  ever  obferve  an  Agricultural  Popula- 
tion fo  dense  as  that  of  this  Province  ? 

A.  In  no  Country  where  I  have  travelled,  have  I  met  whh 
such  a  denfe  Agricultural  Population  as  in  this  Counrry,  except 
in  French  Flanders  and  Brabant. 

Q.  What  in  your  opinion  has  been  the  caufe  of  the  Canadian 
Agriculturalifts  not  fpreading  more  widely  over  the  Seigniorial 
lands? 
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'A.  If  I  had  held  ungrnnted  Seigniorial  lands  of  a  good  quality 
I  could  have  conceded  two  or  three  hundred  farms  in  one  year, 
as  I  have  already  faid.  As  to  the  other  Seigniories  wherein  there 
are  ungranted  lands,  I  cannot  point  out  the  caufe  of  their  not  be- 
ing granted  ;  the  Unds  may  be  held  in  the  hands  of  the  pofTeffors 
on  Speculation.  1  am  thoroughly  convinced  that  there  is  no  want 
of  Agriculturifts  of  the  Country  difpofed  to  takethofe  up. 

Q.  Can  you  fay  if  many  of  the  recent  Emigrants  fiom  Great 
Britain,  have  fettled  on  the  grants  in  Free  and  Common  Soccagef 

A.  I  have  no  knowledge  that  any  of  them  have. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  many  of  them  have  fettled  on  the  Sei- 
gniorial Grants,  and  what  number  do  you  fuppofe  have  so  settled  ? 

A.  I  have  already  faid  that  many  European  and  American 
Emigrants  have  so  settled,  I  can  form  no  eflimate  as  to  the  num- 
bers. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  application  for  augmentations  of  Sei- 
gniorial Grants  fince  1791,  or  for  the  granting  of  new  Seigniories, 
and  can  you  info.-m  the  Committee  of  the  refult  ? 

A.  My  underftanding,  as  to  the  fystem  adopted  in  granting  the 
Crown  Lands  in  this  Province,  was  fuch,  that  although  I  was  in- 
clined to  apply,  I  never  did.  I  have  heard  of  perfons  having  ap- 
plied without  fuccefs. 

The  Honorable  Roderick  M'Kenzie,  Seignior  of  Terrebonne, 
appeared  before  your  Committee. 

Q.  Have   there   been  any  grants  of  Land  in  your  Seigniories, 
previous   to  the  year  1759,  if  fo,   what  was  the  general  mode  of 
granting,  as  well  with  reference  to  the  extent  of  ground  granted, 
as  to  the  terms  upon  which  the  fame  was  granted  ? 

A.  Many  grants  were  made  before  and  after  that  period — all 
on  Jhe  fame  terms. 

Q.  Is  it  generally  credited  and  believed  in  other  Seigniories, 
that  the  Lord  fells  his  Land,  and  will  j|not  grant  them  a  cens  tt 
rentes  in  the  manner  heretofore  ufual  and  accuftomed  ? 

A.  No  deviation  from  the  original  rule  for  ConccfEons  has  ta- 
ken place  in  the  Seigniory  of  Terrebonne.  As  to  other  Seignio- 
ries I  cannot  anfwer. 

Q.  Is  there  any  coniiderable  nnmber  of  persons  in  the  said 
Seigniories,  deiirous  and  able  to  effect  new  fettlements  in  the  faid 
manors  or  lordships,  provided  that  lands  could  be  had  contiguous 
to,  or  at  no  very  confiderable  diftance  from  the  lands  of  their 
friends  and  relatives,  and  is  there  any  and  what  quantity  of  such 
Lands,  and  what  is  its  quality  ? 

A.  Owing  to  certain  circumftances,  beyond  my  controul,  fet- 
tlers  could  not  not  be  encouraged  heretofore  to  take  farms  from 
ine.     The  Soil,  however,  is  good. 

Q.  Are   there  any,  and  what  causes  which  In  your  eftimatlon 
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have  retarded  and  continue  to  retard  the  fettlement  of  the  Lands 
in  the  old  Manors  or  Lordihips  of  this  Country  ? 

A.     No  augmentations   to  Seigniories  having  been  made  fince 
1759,  and  of  courfe  not  expected  to  be  made  hereafter,  maybe  a 
principal  cause  for  the  delays  obferved  in  the  Settlement  of  fome 
Seigniorial  lands.    Proprietors  expecting  no  increafe  as  formerly, 
wait  favourable  opportunities  to  make  the  moft  of  what  they  h  ve. 
Q.  Is  there  any  emigration  from  the  said  Seigniory,  and  if  fo, 
is  the  same  annual  and  regular,  and  vrnither  is  the  fame  dire^ed  ? 
A.  NoEro'^ration  from  the  Seigniory  of  Terrebonne. 
Q.  Do  any  of  the  inhabitants  emigrate  to  the  Townships,  grant- 
ed in  free  and  common  foccage,  and  if  not,  to  what  caufe  do  you 
attribute  this  circumftance  ? 

A.  The  inhabitants  of  this  Country  prefer  Seigniorial  Grants  to 
any  other.  I  conceive  tliat  syftem  to  be  the  best  fince  the  people 
who  live  under  it  never  complain,  and  seem  the  happiest  in  the 
world.  If  a  Settler  who  can  be  recommended,  apply  to  a  Sei- 
gnior for  a  grant,  he  inftantly  becomes  a  proprietor  at  the  trifling 
expense  of  five  or  fix  dollars  to  the  Surveyor  and  Notary  for 
deeds  of  Survey  and  Concefiion.  The  Censitaires  in  the  Seigni- 
ories of  Terrebonne,  pay  annually  at  the  rate  of  half  a  bushel  of 
wheat  and  twenty  pence  for  every  twenty  acres.  Some,  indeed, 
pay  less,  but  no  one  pays  more.  As  wheat  sells  at  present,  this 
rent  may  amount  to  about  two  pence  halfpenny  per  acre. 

Q.  Is  there  any,  and  what  number  of  British  Emigrants  fettled 
in  the  manors  or  lordships  in  the  Oiflrict  of  Montreal,  and  if  fo, 
when  did  the  faid  fettlements  take  place,  and  are  the  fettlers  sa- 
tisfied with  the  said  tenure  ? 

A  I  am  not  prepared  to  fiate  the  number  of  British  Emigrants 
fettled  upon  Seigniories  in  the  Diftrict  of  Montreal.  Several  hun- 
dreds have  applied  to  me  within  three  years,  but  it  was  not  in  my 
power,  however  defirous  I  might  be,  (o  encourage  them.  Still 
Settlements  are  of  late  forming  oil  the  banks  of  the  L'Achigan, 
both  in  the  Seigniories  of  Terrebonne  and  La  Chenaie.  Spirited 
and  independent  Emigrants,  (some  of  whom  have  travelled  far 
and  near  for  a  home)  take  farms  at  all  hazards,  as  fast  as  the 
land  can  be  surveyed,  and  roads  can  admit  -— Thefe  fettlers  pay 
no  rent  for  upwards  of  two  years,  and  they  seem  highly  satisfied 
with  their  situation,  and  future  prospect. 

Q.  Are  the  lands  in  the  rear  of  the  Seigniories  northward  of 
the  St.  Lawrence,  sufceptibie  of  Cultivation  1 

A.  By  all  the  information  I  could  collect  from  the  best  sourceff 
I  have  reafon  to  believe  that  the  land  on  the  rear  of  the  Seignio- 
ries, (with  little  exception),  to  an  immenfe  diflance,  is  suitable 
to  agricultural  purposes.  As  far  back  as  1684-,  I  believe  you  will 
find  on  the  records  within  this  building,  that  lands  were  leafed  by 
the  Government  of  thofe  days,  upon  the  banks  of  several  rivers 


M 


ll 


18 

which  fall  into  Hudibn's  Bay,  for  tiie  express  purpose  of  Cultiva- 
tion (  and  Charlevoix's  Hiftory  will  show  that  the  t* xteniive  coun- 
try which  lies  between  the  Saint  Lawrence  and  Hudfon's  Bay, 
was  in  his  time  well  known.  What  appears  now  a  wide  wafte,  a 
blank,  appears  in  his  Map,  particularized  and  covered  with  des- 
criptive names:  At  this  didanceof  time,  a  didance  of  nearly 
two-hundred  years  from  the  first  Eftablifhment  on  the  St.  Law- 
rence, a  man  can  ride  from  its  banks  northward,  in  less  than  three 
hours  to  the  very  last  house  in  any  part  of  the  Country  under 
cultivation. 


i 


The  Reterend  Mr.  Demers,  Superior  of  the  Seminary  of  Quebec, 
answered  as  follows : 

Q.  Are  the  two  modes  of  granting  Lands  in  this  Province,  that  is  to 
say,  that  under  the  Feudal  System,  and  that  in  Free  and  Common  Soc- 
cage  equally  beneficial,  and  wl!l  you  please  to  communicate  to  the  Com- 
mittee the  reasons  which  induce  you  to  give  a  preference  to  either  i 

At  I  am  fully  persuaded  the  Feudal  System,  confined  within  proper 
limits  with  regard  to  Seigniorial  and  Permanent  Rents,  is  the  roost  ad- 
vanta^ous  mode  of  inducing  His  Majesty's  Canadian  Subjects  to  be- 
come Proprietors  of  the  unconceded  Lands  in  this  Province — what  leads 
roe  to  think  so,  is,  that  under  that  system  the  poorest  people,  provided 
they  are  able  to  work,  may  easily  become  Proprietors  oi  the  Lands  they 
clear,  without  being  compelled  to  purchase  them.  These  new  Proprie- 
tors are  indeed  charged  with  a  permanent  Rent,  but  if  the  original 
Grantees  of  the  Crown  enter  fully  into  the  true  spirit  of  the  Feudal 
System,  all  they  can  impose,  is  very  moderate  Seigniorial  and  permanent 
Rents,  and  such  as  the  new  Grantees  will  always  be  able  easily  to  pay. 
If  the  Government  adopted  the  Feudal  System  in  granting  the  Crown 
Lands,  their  Grants  might  regulate  the  Rates  of  the  Seigniorial  Rents 
for  eveiy  square  acre  of  ground.  In  this  way  the  Rent  in  all  these  new 
Concessions  would  be  uniform,  and  nothing  would  remain  discretionary. 
As  to  the  Proprietors  of  these  new  Fiefs,  the  Lods  et  Ventes  and  other 
feudal  dues  would  afford  them  a  compensation  for  the  lowness  of  their 
Rent,  and  even  for  the  expenses  they  might  incur  the  more  speedily  to 
bring  their  Land  into  cultivation. 

If  the  Lands  are  conceded  in  Free  and  Common  Soccage  it  will  be 
quite  otherwise.— It  may  be  presumed,  that  the  greater  part  of  these 
Lands  would  shortly  become  the  property  of  a  few  rich  capitaHsta,  who 
would  not  fail  to  retain  the  best  lots,  in  order  to  bring  them  into  culti- 
vation themselves,  and  who  would  then  sell  or  lease  to  the  rest.  How 
then  shall  the  young  Canadian  Farmers,  whose  only  wealth  is  that  love 
of  labour  of  which  the  habit  was  formed  under  the  paternal  roof,  settle 
upon  those  lands  \  Finding  it  impossible  to  acquire  land  sufficient  for 
their  future  decent  support,  they  will  be  compelled  to  take  some  of  those 
lands  on  lease  or  a  Bail  Emphytiotique — But  in  that  mode  of  settling, 
it  is  easily  se^n  that  they  will  not  experience  equal  advantage,  as  if  the 
Lands  were  granted  them  in  the  Feudal  manner.  To  be  convinced  of 
this,  it  suffices  to  know  on  what  conditions  the  Lots  reserved  in  the  se- 
vtral  Townships  for  the  Crown,  and  for  the  support  of  the  Protestant 
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Clergy  are  leased.  Every  lot  it  of  200  acre*  or  235  j  arbenit  or  therea- 
bout, French  measure.  So  early  as  1812*  363  of  these  lots  were  leased 
for  21  years,  on  the  following  tcrmt*  that  is  to  say,  **  for  the  first  seven 
"  years,  Twenty-five  Shillings,  or  Eight  Bushels  of  Wheat  per  annum  ; 
*<  the  second  seven  years.  Fifty  Shillings,  or  Sixteen  Bushels  of  Wheat, 
**  and  for  the  remainder  of  the  period.  Seventy-five  Shillings,  or  Twcn- 
**  ly-four  Bushels  of  Wheat  per  lot,  the  Lessors  havinsr  the  option  of 
**  requiring  payment  to  be  made  in  either  of  the  modes  stipulated." 
(Topograpliical  Description  of  tlie  Province  of  L«\ver  Canada,  page 
14  )  On  an  average,  every  Lot  of  235^  arpents  is  charged  with  an 
annual  Rent  of  fifty  shillings  or  sixteen  bushels  of  wheat,  at  the  option 
of  the  Lessor.  Estimating  the  bushel  of  wheat  at  four  shillings  only, 
these  235  j  arpents  will  tlierefore  be  charged  on  an  average  with  a  yearly 
rent  of  sixty 'four  shillings.  This  rent  is  certainly  higher  than  it  ought 
to  be,  if  an  equal  lot  of  ground  were  granted  in  Feudal  Tenure.  Let 
us  suppose  this  Rent  to  be  precisely  the  same,  and  two  young  Canadian 
Farmers  each  take  one  of  these  Lots  of  Land,  and  that  one  of  them 
talce  his  on  lease,  the  other  under  a  feudal  grant :  at  the  close  of  the  21 
years,  will  the  situation  of  both  these  Farmers  be  alike  ?  One  of  them 
will  have  become  the  actual  Proprietor  of  the  Land  he  has  cleared, 
wliile  the  other,  with  equal  care,  anxiety  and  toil,  unattended  by  any 
iuperior  advantage  during  the  21  years,  will  only  retain  the  uncheering 
recollection  of  having,  uiicer  the  sweat  of  his  brow,  cleared  a  land  not 
belonging  to  himself. 

But  it  will  be  said,  will  not  the  Lods  et  Ventes  due  to  the  Seignior  on 
every  mutation  prevent  the  young  Farmer  from  taking  Lands  by  Feudal 
Grant  I  By  no  means,  because  the  young  Farmer  welt  knows  he  will 
have  no  Lods  et  Ventes  to  pay  while  he  remains  in  possession  of  his  laiui, 
and  that  such  of  his  descendants  as  hold  it  after  him  will  be  equally  exempt 
as  long  as  they  acquire  by  descent.  Though  the  due  of  Lods  ct  Ventes 
may  appear  onerous  to  the  purchaser,  lam  not  the  less  persuaded  thai 
this  due  has  an  excellent  eHect  on  domestic  society,  for  it  is  generally  a 
powerful  motive  for  retaining  hereditary  Lands.  This  is  not  one  of 
those  vague  assertions  which  are  inconsiderately  hazarded,  but  a  matter 
of  fact  readily  confirmed  by  numerous  instances  afforded  by  such  part!i 
of  our  Country  as  have  been  longest  settled,  such  as  the  C&te  de  Beau  • 
pre*  It  is  no  rare  thing  to  find  in  that  place  families  who  at  this  day 
possess^  the  same  lands  which  were  granted  to  their  ancestors  almost  im- 
mediately after  the  earliest  settlements  effected  in  this  country. 

Such  are  the  reasons  which  induce  me  to  think  the  Feudal  System 
more  beneficial  relatively  to  the  cultivation  of  the  ungranted  Lands  of 
the  Crown,  thaa  the  mode  hitherto  followed  in  granting  those  lands. 

Q.  What  are  the  causes  which  have  prevented  His  Majesty's  Canadi« 
aa.  Subjects  from  settling  the  Lands  in  Free  and  ConiMnoa  Soccage  \ 

A.  One  of  the  principal  causes,  is  the  want  of  pecuniary  means  of 
purchasing  Lands  and  ^terwards  clearing  them.  I  do  not  think  there  is 
now  to  be  procured  in  the  Townships,  a  tvact  adequate  to  the  support 
of  a  £amtty  for  lesa  than  ^^lOO-^Very  few  young  Canadian  Farmers  have 
such  a  sun,  and  those  who  have  will  ever  prefer  purchasing  Land  al- 
ready in  part  cultivated,  or  applying  their  money  to  the  clearing  of  lands 
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taken  under  a  Feudal  Grant,  and  costing  them  nothing.  As  to  those 
who  have  no  pecuniary  means  or  scarcely  any,  they  will  never  be  recon« 
ciled  to  taking  on  Lease  or  Bait EmphythSoti(^ue  a  Tract  of  Woodland, 
remote  from  the  place  of  their  nativity— nor  will  they  more  readily  take 
•uch  Laud  on  Rente  Coniti/u^e,  from  apprehension  of  ultimate  inability 
to  pay  that  Rent,  and  thereby  becoming  Table  to  ejection  from  landi 
which  they  have  in  part  cleared  :  unless  they  can  settle  in  some  other 
way  they  will  prefer  remaining  labourers  all  their  lives.— I  think  I  know 
the  Inhabitants  of  the  Country  parts  sufficiently  to  feel  assured  that  in 
this  opinion  I  am  under  no  error. 

To  this  cause,  which  is  inherent  in  the  system  itself  which  has  been 
Invariably  pursued  in  granting  the  Crown  Lands  since  1795,  others  may 
be  added  }  as  the  want  of  ready  means  of  intercourse,  between  the  settle* 
ments  in  the  Townships,  and  the  Canadian  Settlements,  ignorance  of  the 
language  of  those  among  whom  the  young  Farmers  of  our  parts  would 
be  placed,  and  above  all,  the  remoteness  of  Religious  aid.  This  alone, 
I  am  persaaded,  would  have  prevented  the  sounder  portion  of  our  Ca- 
nadian Youth  from  availing  themselves  of  the  advantages  which  new 
Settlements  might  offer  in  all  other  respects :  nor  would  the  substantial 
Farmers  of  our  Country,  sincerely  attached,  as  they  are,  to  their  Reli- 
gious principles,  ever  consent  to  the  departure  of  their  children  to  settle 
in  places  where  they  tnight  suspect  their  faith  or  salvation  to  be  in  dan- 
ger. 

It  is  easy  with  a  little  attention  to  tee,  that  these  various  causes  would 
cease  almost  instantaneouf^ly,  if  our  young  Farmers  had  the  same  facili- 
ty of  settling  on  the  Crown  Lands  t(s  on  the  unconceded  Lands  in  the 
old  Seigniories,  because  they  might,  by  agreement  among  themselves^ 
depart  m  sufficient  number,  and  take  lands  at  the  same  place,  indul- 
ging a  most  reasonable  hope  that  other  young  Farmers  would  not  fail 
shortly  to  join  them. 

Q.  What  are  the  conditions  on  which  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Semi* 
nary  concede  the  Lands  in  their  Seigniories  i 

A.  These  conditions  are,  I  believe,  the  same  as  are  imposed  by  other 
Seigniors  in  conceding  land  within  their  Centivet  with  the  exception  of 
the  Seigniorial  Rents,  which  generally  vary  in  the  several  Seigniories.  I 
do  not  know  whether  the  other  Seigniors  exact  Corvees  of  their  tenants. 
The  Seminary  of  Quebec  have  never  exacted  any  from  their  tenants, 
and  they  are  not  mentioned  in  the  Grants  made  by  them  hitherto.  The 
only  charges  they  impose  on  the  Grantees,  are, 

1st.  To  make  a  clearing  along  their  neighbours*  line,  [donner  du  De- 
couverf.^ 

2dly.  To  make  and  keep  in  repair  the  Roadaand  Bridges  upon  their 
lands  according  to  law. 

Sdly.  To  carry  to  the  Seigniorial  Mill  to  be  there  ground,  the  grain 
which  tho«e  lands  produce. 

4thly.  To  pay  the  Seigniorml  and  permanent  Rent  and  the  Cent 
yearly.  It  is  specified  in  all  the  Deeds,  that  this  Cent  bears  Lodt  et 
Fentet,  Saitine  et  Amende^  in  the  proper  cases,  according  to  the  Custom 
of  Paris.  The  Seigniorial  Rent  and  the  Cent  are  not  the  same  in  the 
several  Seigniories  of  the  Seminary  of  Quebec.    In  the  Isle  Jesus, 
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nearly  all  the    Lands  were  originally  of  three  arpcnts  in  front  by  forty 
in  depth.     The  greater  part  of  these  lands  annually  pay  10s.  6d.  *2  9ds 
of  Cens  et  Rentes^  the  others,  much   less  numerous,  having  been  conce- 
ded when  the  value  of  wheat  was  only  Is   8d.    per  minot,  are  charged 
with  5s.  6d   2*3rds.  in  money,  and  three   minoti  of  wheat  as  Cms  et 
Rentes.     In  the  Parishes  of  I'Ange  Gardien,  Chiieau  Richer,  Ste.  Anne 
and  St.  Joachim  in  the  Seigniory  of  Beaupii,  the  lands  are  originally  of 
three  arpents  in  front  by  one  league  and  a  half  in  depth,  and  they  pay 
annually  5s.  6d.  2-Srds.  as  Cens  et  Rentes*     Among  these  lands  there 
are  30  or  40  of  which  the  Rent  in  Money  is  less  considerable,  and  which 
are  charged  with  a  few  Capons,  valued  at  20  Sols  Tournois  each.     In 
St.  Paul's  Bay  in  the  same  Seigniory,  almost  all  the  lands  are  originally 
of  three  arpents  in  front  by  50  arpents  in  depth,  and  pay  annually  53. 
6d.  2*Srds.  or  5s.  lOd.  Cens  et  Rentes.  The  lands  which  have  been  con* 
ceded  of  late  years  in  the  same  Parish  do  not  pay  more.     In  the  Lie  aum 
Coudres  the  Cens  et  Rentes  of  the  Lands  are  lewi  considerable  than  at  Sc. 
Paul's  Bay.     Besides  these  charges,  the  Seminary   of  Quebec    in  all 
Concessions  which  they  make,  reserve  all  Oak   (it  for  the  building  of 
His  Majesty's  Ships,  and  reserve  for  themselves  the  right  of  taking  upon 
the  lands  which  they  grant,  the  wood  which  they  may  want  for  the 
building  or  repairs  of  the  Seigniorial  Manor  House  and  Bannal  Mill.  Tht 
former  of  these  Reserves  is  to  His  Majesty  alone.     As  to  the  second,  it 
cannot  be  a  charge  upon  the  Tenants,  because  the   Seminary  never  re- 
quire it. 

Q.  Are  there  regular  Emigrations  from  the  several  parts  of  this  Pro* 
vince  to  the  other  parts  thereof  i  What  is  their  general  direction,  and 
what  appears  to  you  to  be  the  cause  of  them  i 

A.  As  the  lands  which  would  suffice  for  the  support  of  a  family  are 
lower  in  price  in  certain  Parishes  of  the  Districts  of  Montreal  and  Three 
Rivers  than  those  in  the  District  of  Quebec,  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
Country  parts  of  the  Districts  last  mentioned  not  unfrequently  sell  what 
little  real  property  they  have  in  order  to  purchase  larger  estates  m  the 
other  Districts.  Most  of  those  who  thus  abandon  the  Country  about 
Quebec,  settle  in  one  of  the  following  Parishes,  Chateaugay,  Blairfin* 
die,  Ste.  Marie  de  Monnoir,  St.  Constant,  St.  Jacques,  St.  Roch,  Le 
St.  Esprit,  St.  Benoit,  &c.  1  have  not  heard  that  any  of  them  have 
settled  in  the  Townships. 

I  presume  th;:se  Emigrations  would  be  much  leas  frequent  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Quebec,  if  the  Farmers  could  more  easily  settle  on  unconceded 
Lands  in  the  old  Seigniories  or  on  the  Crown  Lands.  In  my  answer  to 
the  second  question,  I  have  pointed  out  the  causes  which  appear  to  me 
to  have  hitherto  prevented  the  Canadian  Farmers  from  settling  on  the 
Crown  Lands.  Those  which,  as  it  appears  to  me,  chiefly  prevent  their 
taking  Grants  of  Land  in  the  old  Seigniories  at  present,  are  these : — In 
some  places,  the  severity  of  the  Climate  and  the  bad  quality  of  the  Soil 
relatively  to  Agriculture  ;  in  some  others,  the  extraordinary  expense 
which  must  be  incurred  in  cutting  deep  Trenches  for  draining  Tracts 
of  Land  which  are  sometimes  extensive ;  almost  every  where  the  want 
of  Roads  of  access  to  the  places  where  Settlements  might  be  made.  To 
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tbew  Kveral  rauiei  might  perlitpi  be  added  the  Renti  which  certain 
Seigniura  arc,  (at  it  ia  aaid)  dcairoua  of  fixing  at  too  high  a  rate  upon 
the  lands  which  they  conceae. 

J.  T.  Tascheixau,  Eaquire,  a  Member  of  the  Houie  of  Aiaembly,  ap- 
peared before  your  Committee  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  Country  aouih  of  the  Saint  Lawrence,  beyond 
the  parti  which  are  lettled  in  the  Seignic  •-■  of  NouveUe  Beauce,  a>  far 
aa  the  Line  which  leparatea  this  Province  from  that  of  New-Brunswick, 
and  by  what  means  have  you  acquired  that  infornuition  i 

A.  1  have  not  visited  it,  but  I  nave  seen  aome  persona  who  have  done  $o, 
T.  Q.  Are  there  in  those  parts,  Lithds  susceptible  of  cultivation,  and  to 
what  extent  are  they  i 

A.  Those  who  have  been  there,  say,  most  of  it  is  very  fit  fur  cultiva- 
tion—With respect  to  extent,  there  are  several  hundred  thousand  acres. 

Q,  What  are  the  appearance  of  the  Country,  the  nature  of  the  Soil, 
the  qualities  and  species  of  Timber,  the  Lakes  and  Rivers,  with  their 
courses,  and  how  far  are  they  navigable  within  the  limit!  of  that  ptrt  of 
the  Country  ? 

fi  A.  Some  parts  towards  the  Heights  are  Mountainous,  the  rest  is  as 
even  and  as  well  adapted  to  cultivation  as  the  rest  of  the  land  in  the  Pro- 
vince which  is  fit  for  cultivation.— The  quality  of  the  timber  is  various. 
The  River  Saint  Jean,  flows  from  several  Lakes  near  the  height  of  land, 
and  waters  a  Country  which  would  be  very  fertile  were  it  cultivated. 
The  River  Chaudiere  flows  from  Lake  Megantiquc,  and  traverses  a  similar 
tract.  —The  River  Etchemins  and  many  other  Rivers  of  minor  sizct 
These  Rivers  are  navigable  for  boats  in  various  places,  and  might  be  ren- 
dered so  in  all  places  by  means  of  sluices  and  other  works  of  art. 
.  Q.  How  gKat  an  extent  is  actually  settled  in  that  part  of  the  Country  ? 

A.  The  Township  of  Frampton  alone  to  my  knowledge,  is  settled, 
and  it  is  so  only  in  part. 

Q.  Are  there  any  Roads  in  that  part  of  the  Country — ^What  are  they, 
and  in  what  state  i 

A.  There  is  a  Road  through  the  Township  of  Frampton,  and  another 
lUttd  which  leads  to  the  State  of  Maine,  which  is  called  the  Kennebec 
Road.  These  Roads  were  lately  made  by  the  Commissioners  of  Internal 
Communications.  They  are  in  a  tolerably  good  state,  but  are  decaying 
rapidly  for  want  of  Settlements. 

Q.  What  causes  do  you  think  have  prevented  the  Settling  of  that 
part  of  the  Country  ? 

A.  The  causes  which  have  prevented  the  settling  of  the  Lands  beyond 
the  Seigniories  of  La  Nouvelle  Beauce,  are  a  want  of  Roads,  a  want  of 
grants  by  the  Crown  in  the  ungrantcd  Townships,  and  in  those  which 
are  conceded  a  want  of  Roads,  the  Lots  for  the  Crown  and  those  for 
the  Clergy,  and  also  the  very  considerable  expenses  which  the  Grantees 
are  obliged  to  incur  for  opening  Roads,  expenses  of  Survey  and  other 
expenses,  with  respect  to  which  they  are  unable  to  obtain  reimbursement 
of  a  portion  of  the  interest,  whereby  they  are  put  under  the  uecessity  of 
selling  their  lands  at  a  very  high  price,  and  the  interest  of  the  considera- 
tion for  the  tale  19  equivalent  to  a  rtnte  which  the  Farmer  could  not  pay. 
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which  would  not  bt  the  case  if  in  conceding  those  lands  at  a  moderate  an- 
nual rent,  the  Urantees  of  ihe  Crown  could  hope  hereafter  tubciudemni* 
fiod  in  Slime  other  way. 

Mr.  Tuch^,  fr(>m    K&mouraska,  one  the  Members  of  the  Proviacwt 
A*K'mbly»  appeared  before  your  Committee  and  stated  t— 

I  h^vc  resided  fur  eighteen  months  at  the  place  called  Chico /.inr  *, 
in  the  upper  parts  of  the  Kivcr  Sugnenay,  at  the  place  commi^'.ly  ca'lcil' 
King's  Domaine,  which  waa  in  the  year  1805.  In  the  Spring  of  IHCN^, 
I  travelled  over  all  that  part  of  the  King's  Domaine,  which  extends  from 
Chioutimy  to  the  gieat  Lake  Mistassin,  called  on  the  Map  Mistissynis* 
of  which  the  River  Rupert  is  the  Outlet,  and  which  River  runs  into 
Hudson's  Day.  In  that  space  there  is  a  considerable  tract  of  Land  6t  for 
cultivation,  more  especially  what  surrounds  Lake  St.  Jului,  which  is  40 
leagues  in  circumference,  and  where  furmely  the  Jesuits  had  a  Settlement. 
1  have  had  occasion  to  observe  that  the  Soil  is  remarkably  rich  there, 
and  tlie  climate  as  fine  as  that  of  Quebec.  Lake  St.  John  may  be  situate 
north  of  Quebec  at  a  distance  of  about  35  leagues  according  to  the  in- 
formation of  the  Indians.  From  Lake  St.  John  to  Chicoutimy,  is  a 
space  of  35  leagues  or  thereabouts  intersected  by  various  Rivers  and 
Lakes,  which  mav  facilitate  Intercourse.  The  shores  of  these  Rivera 
and  Lakes  are  of  very  good  Ground.  In  descending  the  Sagaenay  a 
space  of  six  or  seven  leagues,  and  as  far  as  the  place  to  which  first  rate 
Vessels  might  go,  its  shores  consist  of  a  Soil  very  fit  for  cultivation. 
The  aforesaid  Dumaine  produces  a  very  large  quantity  of  fine  Pine  of 
various  kinds«  and  especially  of  red  Pine ;  and  I  consider  this  part  of 
His  Majesty's  Domaine  as  one  of  the  richest  parts  of  North  Americay 
relatively  to  the  Lumber  Trade  and  Agriculture,  were  it  brought  into 
use.  The  River  Saguenay  is  naviaaole  for  large  Vessels  as  far  as  Chicou. 
timy,  and  the  Lakes  are  navigable  from  thence  for  Vessels  of  60  or  70 
Tons. 

Q.  Haw  many  great  Rivers  or  others  which  are  navigable  run  into 
the  Saguenay  i 

A.  More  than  thirty  are  navigable  for  Canoes,  some  of  which  hafe 
■a  Easterly  others  a  Westerly  course. 

Q-  How  many  are  navigable  for  Bateaux  ?  ) 

A.  Only  the  Chicoutimy  and  the  Saguenay. 

Q.  How  far  is  the  River  C!hicoutimy  navigable  and  for  what  Vessels  ? 

A.  About  seven  leagues  for  Bateaux,  and  above  that  is  a  Lake  which 
is  capable  of  bearing  Vessels  of  at  least  one  hundred  Tons.  The  Lake 
is  about  nine  leagues  long,  and  is  called  Chinouag^mi,  it  is  about  two 
miles  wide.  This  Lake  is  divided  by  a  point  of  Land  of  10  or  15  ar- 
penta  from  another  Lake  called  Chinouagomichiche^  which  is  about  3 
leagues  long,  by  one  mile  broad,  and  is  navigable  for  Vessels  of  30  or 
40  Tons.  The  outlet  of  this  small  Lake  is  the  Belle  Rivihe  which  runs 
into  Lake  St.  John.  The  position  of  all  that  Country  is  upon  a  Slope 
from  North  to  South,  an  exposure  very  favourable  to  agrriculture  and 
sheltered  by  a  chain  of  Mountains  which  commences  East  of  Lake  Mis- 
tassin, called  on  the  Map  Mistissynnis,  running  towards  the  South  West, 
and  terminating  in  a  curved  line  at  the  rocky  Mountains. 

Q.  What  extent  of  Country,  in  leagues,  is  susceptible  of  cultivation  ? 
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A.  T  should  find  it  ditHctlt  to  decide  what  extent  of  Country  from 
North  to  South  is  susceptible  of  cultivation,  but  from  Cap  au  Lette^  in  the 
River  Sajuenay  to  the  settlement  on  Lake  St.  John,  a  distance  of  40 
leagues  or  thereabouts,  the  whole  tract  appears  capable  of  cultivation, 
and  all  the  land  in  that  Latitude  from  Lake  St.  ^ohn  as  far  as  the 
sources  of  the  River  St  Maurice,  a  distance  of  about  seventy  leagues, 
is,  as  1  believe,  very  fit  for  cultivation. 

Q.  What  vestiges  of  the  Jesuits*  Settlement  remain  ?    ■ 

A-  The  Furrows  of  the  Plough  are  dtill  to  be  seen  on  a  Tract  of  S  or 
400  acres  square,  which  is  noW  overgrown  with  Trees.  Some  fruit 
Trees  also  exist  which  wero  in  a  part  of  their  Garden,  also  the  remains 
of  the  foundation  of  their  House  and  of  the  Chimnies. 

Q.  What  is  ^he  quality  of  Timber  on  all  that  Tract  of  Country,  which 
you  visited  ? 

A.  The  environs  of  .Lake  St.  John  are  covered  with  Poplars,  Aspen, 
Ash,  Spruce,  and  white  Birch.  There  is  also  much  Alder.  In  descen- 
ding towards  the  Saguenay,  there  are  on  a  height,  large  tracts  of  Pine, 
which  I  hi  'e  already  mentionned.  It  is  well  known  to  Farmers,  that 
Ground  which  produces  Aspen,  Poplar,  Ash  and  Alder,  is  extremely 
rich  and  fertile. 

Lieut.-Col.  Bouchette,  Surveyor  General  of  the  Province,  ap- 
peared before  your  Committee. 

Q.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  country  lying  on  the  fouth 
ihore  of  the  River  St.  Lawrence^  beyond  the  fettled  parJ  of  this 
Province,  on  the  Lake  Temiskouata,  as  far  as  the  Province  line 
which  frparates  this  Province  from  the  Irovince  of  New-Br"ns- 
wick,  and  what  have  been  your  means  of  information  ? 

A.  I  have  fome  knowledge  of  the  country  (ituate  between  the 
St.  Lawrence  and  Lake  Temiskouata,  but  more  particularly  of  the 
communication  between  this  Province  and  Mew-Brunfwick,  having 
travelled  that  part  of  the  country  feveral  times,  and  made  partial 
furveys  and  plans  of  the  whole  of  that  route,  and  in  1814  fet  off* 
lands  for  the  disbanded  Veteran  Soldiers,  whom  I  placed  at  differ- 
ent  ftations  for  the  purpofe  of  keeping  up  the  communication,  and 
in  1817  had  again  cccafion  to  fee  a  great  part  of  the  country  weft 
of  the  River  St.  John,  in  running  the  Aftronomical  Exploring 
Line  from  the  fource  of  the  Ste.  Croix  to  the  firft  waters  of  the 
Riftigouche,  and  returned  to  Quebec  by  the  Portage  Road. 

Q.  Is  thc.:e  any,  and  what  extent  of  cultivable  ground  within 
this  traft  ? 

A.  I  fhould  conceive,  to  the  beft  of  my  knowledge  and  eftima- 
tlon,  that  about  ^  00,000  acres  of  cultivable  land  could  be  found 
contiguous  and  along  the  whole  extent  of  the  Portage  Road  from 
the  Seigniory  of  River  du  Loup  to  Fief  Temifcouata. 

Q.  What  is  the  face  of  the  country,  the  nature  of  the  foil,  the 
kinds  and  defcription  of  timber,  the  Lakes  and  Rivers,  and  their 
courfes,  the  iize  of  the  fame,  and  how  far  navigable  within  this 
tract?  .. 
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A.  After  afcending  the  firft  ridge  of  highlands  in  the  rear  of 
the  fettlements  on  the  borders  of  rhe  St.  Lawrence,  from  thence 
to  the  River  Verte,  the  face  of  the  country  is  generally  level,  the 
foil  of  a  fertile  nature,  compofed  of  dark  mou^,  interfperfed  with 
fand  in  fome  places,  and  clay  bottom  \  the  timber  is  chiefly  beech, 
birch,  maple,  and  a  quantity  of  white  pine,  and  fome  red.  From 
thence  to  the  River  St.  Francis  the  country  is  alfo  level,  but  ex- 
tremely rocky  and  ftrong  }  the  growth  of  timber  is  fmall  poplars, 
fpruce  and  under  brufti.  From  thence  again  to  within  three  miles 
of  Lake  Temifcouata,  the  country  is  broken,  and  interfected  by 
ridges  of  highlands  traverfing  the  country  in  a  north  by  eaft  and 
fouth  by  weft  direction  }  of  thefe  highlands  there  are  mountains 
of  gradual  afcent  and  defcent,  compofed  of  excellent  foil,  though 
rather  light,  and  in  fome  parts  ftrong,  and  the  timber  chiefly  ma-> 
pie,  birch  and  beech,  &c.  In  the  extendve  valleys  that  exift  in 
the  courfe  of  that  tract,  there  are  many  patches  of  good  land, 
well  watered,  and  large  meadows.  In  approaching  Lake  Temis- 
couata,  the  foil  is  of  a  dark  mould,  but  immediately  on  the  bor-t^ 
ders  of  the  Lake  only  it  is  in  man)  parts  of  a  light  fandy  and 
gravelly  nature.  The  Lake,  which  is  confpicuous  for  its  beautiful 
and  picUirefque  fceneries,  is  about  22  miles  in  length,  by  the  ave* 
rage  breadth  of  a  mile  and  a  half,  encompafled  on  all  fides  by 
highlands,  gradually  defcending,  and  covered  with  woods  down  to 
its  margin.  The  principal  Rivers  which  empty  themfelves  into 
this  Lftke,  are,  viz :  the  Namsgamskutefek,  which  flows  out  of 
Long  Lake,  is  about  two  chains  wide,  gentle  current,  and  is  faid 
to  be  navigable  for  boats  and  canoes ;  the  Toledo,  or  Riviere  au 
Canot,  takes  its  fource  in  a  chain  of  fmall  Lakes  to  the  nortb-eaft 
of  Temifcouata,  and  although  rapid,  is  navigable  for  Canoes )  A(h- 
b'erusk  River,  which  difcharges  itfelf  at  the  head  of  the  Lake, 
takes  its  fource  in  a  chain  of  fmall  lakes  in  the  ridge  of  mountains 
to  the  north-weft,  which  divide  thefe  waters  from  thofe  of  the 
Trois  Piftoles,  and  are  only  feparated  by  a  ftiort  portage.  Previ- 
ous to  concluding  this  part  of  my  defcription  of  the  Lake,  I  will 
obferve,  that,  together  with  <  xtenfive  pineries  that  are  found  in 
abundance  on  and  in  the  vicinity  of  this  lake  and  the  rivers,  there 
is  an  eiTential  advantage  derived  from  the  peculiar  fpecies  of  fifh, 
namely,  the  toledo,  the  white  fifh,  and  falmon  trout,  but  muft 
diftiiiguifh  the  toledo  trout,  taken  at  the  entrance  of  and  in  the 
river  of  the  fame  name.  It  is  very  like  the  ordinary  fize  codfiih, 
and  is takei  in  fuch  quantities  at  a  particular  feafon,  that  the  in- 
habitants of  the  lake  and  others,  even  from  the  Madawaska  fettle- 
ment,  fait  them  for  their  ufe  in  the  winter.  And  in  refpect  to  the 
feveral  rivers  which  interfect  the  portage  road,  the  principal  are 
the  St.  Francis,  taking  its  fource  in  a  fmall  lake  of  the  fame  name 
in  the  highlands,  and  falls  irto  the  river  Saint  John  in  a  fouth. 
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Ibuth-eafl:  direction.  The  Riviere  Verte,  which  empties  into  the 
Saint  Lawrence  in  a  northerly  courfe,  is  rapid»  and  not  navigable, 
being  obftructed  by  falls }  alfo  feveral  branches  of  ihe  Trois  Pis* 
toles,  which  are  fmall,  rapid*  and  not  navigable. 

Q.  What  extent  of  this  part  of  the  country  is  actually  fettled  ? 

A.  On  proceeding  from  the  laft  fettlement  on  the  Temifcouata 
road,  at  the  ferry  or  new  bridge  in  the  depth  of  the  Seigniory  of 
Jliver  du  Loup,  there  are  no  fettlements  until  you  reach  Green 
Rt<rer,  where  there  are  about  eight  or  ten,  and  altogether  about 
100  acres  cleared ;  from  thence  the  country  is  unfettled  to  the 
River  Saint  Francis,  a  diftance  of  above  eighteen  miles,  at  which 
place  there  are  two  fettlements,  with  about  fifty  acres  cleared,  and 
between  this  and  Long's  farm  at  Temifcouata,  there  are  but  a  few 
abandoned  houfes,  with  from  ten  to  twenty  acres  cleared.  The 
fettlement  at  Temifcouata  Lake  may  confiil  of  four  houfes,  a  faw- 
mill,  and  from  feventy  co  eighty  acres  of  clearing. 

Q.  Are  there  any  and  what  Roads  in  the  faid  tract,  and  what 
IS  the  ftate  thereof  ? 

A.  There  is  but  one  road,  originally  opened  in  1783,  which 
commences  about  4 1  miles  eaft  of  Riviere  des  Caps,  at  the  Saint 
Lawrence,  and  directs  its  courfe  eaflwards  to  Lake  Temifcouata,  a 
diftance  of  thirty-feven  miles.  The  opening  of  this  road  was  con- 
ildered  at  that  time  of  the  greateA;  in^portance  for  the  conveyance 
of  the  Britifli  Mail  from  Quebec  to  Halifax.  Notwithftanding 
fome  endeavours  to  avoid  the  abrupt  afcents,  defcents  and  fwamps, 
&c.  wliich  confequently  caufe  a  number  of  windings  and  turnings 
of  the  road,  and  which  obftructions  are  greatly  prevalent  in  this 
broken  part  of  the  country,  ftill  they  are  frequently  met  with  in 
the  courfe  of  this  route  from  Green  River  to  within  a  mile  or  two 
of  the  lake,  which  render  the  ufe  of  carts  or  waggons  entirely 
impracticable,  and  materially  contribute  to  weary  and  fatigue  the 
traveller.  The  road  however  from  the  St.  Lawrence  to  the  Green 
River,  is  fomewhat  better,  and  can  admit  of  both  thefe  carriages. 
Having  traverfed  this  road  feveral  times  with  attention,  I  am  con* 
vinced  that  it  might,  by  applying  proper  means,  and  deviating  in 
many  places  from  the  prefent  courfe,  become  as  good  a  road  as 
many  witMn  this  Province  ;  but  it  muft  be  obferved  that  capable 
fettlers  muft  be  placed  on  the  fame,  that  it  may  be  kept  up  in  a 
good  ftate.    The  advantage  of  fuch  a  proceeding  fpeaks  for  itfelf. 

Q.  What  are  the  cauies  which,  in  your  eftimation,  have  con- 
tributed to  advance  or  retard  the  fettlement  of  the  laid  tract  ? 

A.  The  caufes,  in  my  eftimation,  which  have  contributed  to  re- 
tard the  fettlement  of  that  part  of  the  country,  I  would  clafs  un- 
der the  following  heads : 

Jftly  From  the  difadvantage  of  not  having  a  practicable  road 
throughout  the  portage,  and  a  continued  communication  to  New- 
Brunfwick. 
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2clly.  From  not  having  placed,  on  the  firft  opening  of  the  road, 
perfevering  and  able  fettlers,  and  too  few  a  number  to  keep  up 
fuch  an  extenfive  communication. 

3dly.  The  doubts  arifing  with  refpect  to  the  e*act  limits  of 
Lower-Canada  and  New-Brunfwick  with  the  United  States. 

Robert  Chriftie,  Efquire,  appeared  before  your  Committee,  and 
anfwered  as  follows : 

Q.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  Diftrict  of  Gafpe,  and  what 
have  been  your  means  of  information  ? 

A.  I  have  vifited  the  Diftrict  of  Gafpe  the  laft  and  preceding 
Summers,  as  Secretary  to  the  Commiffioners  for  inveftigating 
the  claims  of  the  inhabitr  its  to  Lands,  purfuant  to  an  Act  of  the 
Legiflature  of  this  Province,  of  the  59th  Geo.  IIL  Chap.  3.  My 
information  on  the  ftate  of  that  Diftrict  is  principally  derived  from 
perfonal  obfervation,  while  employed  on  that  fervicc. 

Q.  What  is  the  extent  of  cultivable  ground  in  the  faid  DiftriiH:  ? 

A.  If  by  cultivable  ground  is  meant  ground  already  cleared  of 
timber,  and  ready  for  tillage,  I  Ihould  eft i mate  it  upon  the  very 
'oweft  computation  at  five  thoufand  acres.  Upwards  of  five  hun- 
dred claims  have  been  received  by  the  Commiffioners  ;  many  of 
thofe  claims  comprehend  feveral  lots,  fome  of  which  are  in  a  great 
meafure  cleared  and  under  tillage,  othex's  are  ftill  in  foreft  ;  fup- 
pofing  then  that  at  an  average  each  claim  may  be  eftimated  at 
about  ten  acres  of  cleared  land,  the  total  will  be  five  thouland 
acres  ;  but  judging  from  perfonal  obfervation  of  the  different  tra£ts 
of  cleared  land  in  that  Diftrict  under  tillage,  which  I  had  occafion 
to  vifit  in  the  difcharge  of  my  ofiTce,  I  am  convinced  that  in  efti- 
mating  it  at  ten  thoufand  acres  and  upwards,  I  fhould  not  exceed 
the  truth. 

O.  What  is  the  face  of  the  country,  the  nature  of  the  foil,  the 
kind  and  defcription  of  timber,  the  lakes  and  rivers,  and  their 
courfes,  the  fize  of  the  fame,  and  how  far  navigable  within  this 
Diftrict  ? 

A.  The  face  of  the  country  is  various,  in  i,  ^  parts  it  is  rough 
and  mountainous,  occafionally  interrupted  by  deep  and  uneven 
vallies,  here  and  there  interferted  with  deep  ravines ;  the  high 
lands  in  fome  places  are  thinly  clad  with  a  ftunted  growth  of  fmall 
wood,  but  mofi  parts  of  the  country  are  well  covered  with  timber, 
fuch  as  maple,  beech,  birch,  pine,  larch,  white  cedar,  hemlock, 
&c.  but  there  is  little  or  no  oak  of  confequence.  In  the  Bay  des 
Chaleurs,  the  land  from  Port  Daniel  upwards  to  Maria,  a  tract  of 
fixteen  or  eighteen  leagues,  is  level,  well  watered,  and  abounds 
with  the  heft  growth  of  hardwood ;  nor  do  I  know  of  any  part 
of  Lower-Canada  fuperior  to  this  tract  of  country*in  foil  and  cli- 
mate. It  produces  the  beft  of  wheat  and  grain  of  all  defcriptions, 
and  I  have  underftood  from  the  inhabitants,  that  rarely,  if  ever, 
has  their  grain  fuffered  from  blight  or  ruft.     The  foil  in  this  part 
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of  the  Diftrlct  is  a  friable  red  clay  and  loam,  and  this  Indeed,  as 
far  as  fell  within  my  obfervation,  is  the  general  character  of  the 
foil  of  the  Diftrict,  except  on  the  River  RiOigouche,  where  the 
land  is  of  a  richer  defcription.  With  refpect  to  the  Lakes  in  this 
Diftrict,  I  know  nothing,  never  having  advanced  any  diftance  in- 
land. The  principal  Rivers  are  thofe  which  empty  into  the  north- 
weft  and  fouth-weft  branches  of  Gafp^  Bay,  the  River  St.  John, 
at  Douglafs  Town,  in  the  fame  Bay,  the  River  at  Malbay,  the 
Grand  River,  near  Cape  Defpair,  the  Rivers  Great  and  Little  Pa- 
bos,  Port  Daniel,  £aft,  Nouvelle,  Bonaventure,  Great  and  Little 
Cafcapedia  Rivers,  and  the  Rivers  Nouvelle  and  Riftigouche,  which 
laft  is  the  principal  River  in  the  Diftrict,  the  other  Rivers  above 
mentioned,  though  coniiderable  ftreams,  are  navigable  only  by 
boats  or  canoes ;  they  may  generally  be  compared  in  fize  to  the 
St.  Charles,  the  Chaudiere  and  the  Jacques  Cartier,  near  Quebec  •, 
they  are  fufficiently  large  and  deep  for  rafting  down  pine  timber 
from  the  interior  of  the  country.  The  Riftigouche  is  navigable 
by  fchooners  and  even  larger  veflels,  as  far  'jp  71  the  Indian  Vil- 
lage, which  I  fuppofe  may  be  about  fifteen  or  fixteen  miles  from 
the  mouth  of  the  River,  or  Maguacha  Point,  probably  a  little 
more  or  lefs.  The  Commiflioners  for  the  i.  fpe  Land  Claims, 
Meflrs.  J.  T.  Tafchereau  and  L.  M.  Juchereau  Duchefnay,  have 
made  a  Cenfus  and  detailed  Statiftical  Report  of  this  Diftridl,  to 
his  Lordfliip  the  Governor  in  Chief,  which,  were  a  copy  laid  be* 
fore  this  Committee,  would  aftbrd  much  more  correct  and  fatisfac- 
tory  information  on  the  fubject  of  the  prefent  enquiry,  than  my 
recollection  enables  me  now  to  give,  as  they  were  the  refult  of 
the  joint  obfervations  of  thefe  Gentlemen,  and  of  the  moft  care- 
ful inveftigarion  of  the  reports  of  thofe  who  might  be  depended 
upon,  in  fuch  inftances  as  did  not  fall  within  their  own  immediate 
view. 

Q.  What  are  the  Mineraloglcal  and  Foflil  productions  of  the 
Diftrict? 

A.  My  knowledge  of  mineralogy  is  fo  exceedingly  fuperficial, 
that  I  muft  acknowledge  myfelf  wholly  incompetent  to  fpeak  as  a 
mineralogift  :  I  can  therefore  only  fpeak  as  an  ordinary  obferver 
of  the  different  materials  of  this  defcription  which  may  ftrike  the 
attention  of  the  traveller.  The  Diftrict  abounds  with  lime,  par- 
ticularly Gafpe  Bay,  the  north  fhore  of  which  is,  from  its  entrance 
including  Cape  Gafpe  upwards,  a  feries  of  capes  and  precipices  of 
the  beft  lime  ftone.  In  the  Bay  of  Chaleurs  it  is  not  fo  abundant, 
the  coaft  in  that  part  of  the  Diftrict  exhibiting  a  chain  of  low 
capes  of  a  red  fandy  ftone,  fimilar  to  that  defcription  of  ftone 
called  pudding,  which  by  the  action  of  the  fea  and  weather,  falls 
and  crumbles  into  fine  gravel  and  fand.  At  and  near  Perce,  in 
certain  fpors,  the  capes  appear  to  be  partly  of  variegated  marble, 
and  is  compofed  of  marine  petrifactions.    In  New-Carlifle,  at  the 
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diftance  of  three  or  four  miles  from  the  fea  fide,  at  a  fmall  lake, 
is  a  bed  of  (hell  marie,  faid  to  be  of  a  fuperior  kind,  and  of  which 
I  have  feen  fpecimens.  There  are  no  doubt  coal  mines  in  feveral 
parts  of  this  District }  at  Douglafs  Town,  in  Gafpe  Bay,  on  the 
fouthern  bank  of  the  River  St.  John,  I  collected  a  fmall  quantity 
of  tarry  and  inflammable  matter,  which  oozes  in  confiderable 
quantity  from  the  earth  about  high  water  mark>  in  colour  and 
fmell  refembling  coal  tar,  which  I  believe  to  be  afphaltum,  or  fome 
other  fpecies  of  bitumen  }  it  is  now  depofited  at  the  Mufeum  of 
the  Quebec  Seminary.  On  digging  the  furface  of  the  ground,  I 
found  a  black  coal  coloured  earth,  and  was  informed  by  fome  of 
the  inhabitants  that  pieces  of  coal  had  frequently  been  found  about 
that  place.  In  Gafpe  Bay,  and  in  the  Bay  of  Chaleurs,  at  Paspe- 
biac,  I  found  feveral  fpecimens  of  valuable  pebbles,  which  have 
fince,  at  my  requeft,  been  wrought  by  a  Lapidary  in  Quebec,  by 
whom  I  am  informed  that  they  are  of  the  mod  valuable  Corne- 
lian, Agate  and  Jafper,  fuperior  to  any  of  the  kind  found  in  Eu- 
rope, and  equal  to  thofe  of  India. 

Q.  What  extent  of  this  Diftrict  is  actually  fettled  ?     ' 

A.  The  Diftrict,  compared  with  its  extent  and  capabilities,  is 
very  thinly  fettled,  and  that  only  along  the  fea  coaft,  in  places 
adapted  to  the  fifheries,  and  where  vefTels  can  approach  and  an- 
chor in  fafety  for  the  purpofes  of  traffic. 

Q.  What  is  the  ftate  of  the  Roads  in  the  faid  Diftrict  ? 

A.  The  (late  of  the  roads  is  exceedingly  bad,  and  in  many  in- 
habited places  the  beach  on  the  water  fide  is  the  only  practicable 
road. 

Q.  What  are  the  caufes  which  in  your  eftimatlon  have  contri- 
buted to  advance  or  retard  the  fettlement  of  the  faid  Diftrict  ? 

A.  The  caufes  which  have  contributed  to  retard  the  fettlement 
of  this  Diftrict,  are  various,  but  it  appears  to  me  they  may  prin- 
cipally be  comprehended  in  the  three  following  ; 

First. — ^The  abfolute  want  of  titles  to  the  lands  upon  which  the 
people  have  for  many  years  been  eftabliftied,  and  the  confequent 
apprehenfion  of  the  pofTeiTors,  that  they  at  fome  future  day  might 
be  troubled  in  their  pofleflion.  The  inhabitants  could  not  there- 
fore improve  thofe  lands  with  cheerfulnefs,  which  they  were  not 
certain  of  enjoying.  This  caufe  may  however  now  be  confidered 
as  almoft  entirely  removed,  by  the  Act  paiTed  by  the  Leglflature 
of  the  Province,  to  fecure  the  inhabitants  of  that  Diftrict  in  the 
possession  and  enjoyment  of  their  lands,  (59th  Geo.  Ill  Chap.  3.) 

Second, — ^The  neglected  ftate  of  the  roads  in  the  Diftrict,  and 
the  little  attention  paid  to  enforce  the  Road  l^aws.  This  may 
however  in  a  great  degree  have  refulted  from  the  circumftance 
juft  above  mentioned,  and  I  fhould  fuppofe,  that  as  the  people  in 
that  Diftrict  are  fhortly  to  obtain  their  titles,  according  to  law, 
more  attention  will  be  paid  to  this  fubject  than  heretofore,  as  they 
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neceflarily  will  then  become  more  than  ever  intereftecl  in  improv- 
ing their  old  roads  and  opening  new  ones. 

Thirds — ^The  defective  fyftem  of  Civil  Judicature,  as  eftabliflied 
by  law  for  that  Piftrict,  and  the  nmiflion  for  many  years  paft  to 
hold  Courts  of  Quarter  Seffions  for  the  trial  of  mifdemeandrs  and 
other  offences  cognizable  in  thofe  Courts.     The  Provincial  Judge 
for  that  Diftrict  can  only  take  cognizance  in  caufes  amounting  to 
jfi20,  iior  can  he,  as  done  in  the  other  Diftricts,  iflue  Writs  againft 
veal  property  for  fums  exceeding  £\Q  fterling,  by  which  creditors 
in  this  "Diftrict  arc  more  difadvantageoufly  fituated  than  in  other 
parts  of  Lower-Canada.     For  debts  exceeding  jfe'20,  fuitors  muft 
come  to  the  Quebec  Courts.     The  delay  and  expenfe  attending 
fuits  to  be  carried  on  at  fo  great  a  diftance  from  home,  are  fre- 
quently fuch  as  to  deter  them  from  profecuting,  preferring  rather 
to  forego  the  debt  altogether,  or  wait  until  it  may  pleafe  the  debtor 
to  difcharge  it.     The  difadvantages  under  which  the  trade  is  placed 
in  this  refpect,  are  very  great,  and  difcouraging  to  the  merchants. 
The  want  of  Criminal  Courts,  and  Courts  of  Quarter  Seffions, 
for  the  trial  of  offenders  againft  the  laws,  is  productive  of  the  'tioft 
ferious  evils.     The  impunity  of  crime  in  that  Diftrict,  for  want  of 
Criminal  Courts,  daily  and  hourly  leads  to  a  repetition  of  the  moft 
daring  and  atrocious  outrages,  infomuch  that  no  man  in  the  Dis- 
trict may  be  laid  to  be  fecure  in  perfon  or  property.     The  com- 
plaints on  this  fubject  are  loud,  and  I  am  convinced  that  this  is 
one  very  material  caufe  by  which  the  improvement  of  the  Diftrict 
has  been  and  ftill  is  retarded. 

,  Mr.  Alexander  Morrifon,  of  the  City  of  Quebec,  Cooper,  ap- 
peared before  your  Committee. 

Q.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  River  Saguenay,  and  what 
means  had  you  of  becoming  acquainted  with  it  ? 

A.  I  refided  three  years  at  Tadouflac,  at  the  entrance  of  the  Ri- 
'  ver  Saguenay.  I  have  been  up  the  River  as  far  as  Chicoutimy, 
^^  which  is  26  leagues,  or  thereabout,  up  this  River.  I  was  coming 
and  going  there  for  fourteen  years. 

Q.  What  is  the  lize  of  this  River  ?  • 

A.  This  River  is  about  half  a  league  broad  ;  a  man  of  war  can 
afcend  it  for  twenty-three  leagues,  and  veiTels  of  a  hundred  tons 
burthen  may  go  as  far  as  Chicoutimy. 

Q.  What  is  the  climate  of  the  country  about  Lake  St.  Johns  ? 

A.  As  fixr  as  I  underftand  from  travellers,  it  is  much  the  fame 
as  that  of  Quebec, 

Mr.  M'Nicol,  of  Murray  Bay,  appeared  before  your  Committee. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  lands  (ituate  on  the  River  Saguenay  ? 
I   A.  I  have  no  other  knowledge  of  that  country  than  what  I  de- 
rive from  the  Voyageurs. 

Q.  How  far  is  the  River  Saguenay  navigable  ? 
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A.  It  is  navigable  for  large  veflels  for  thirty  leagues,  and  for 
jm\ll  cr.ifts  as  far  as  Chicoutimy. 

Q.  Are  there  on  both  iides  of  the  River  Saguenay  lands  fit  for 
cultivation  ? 

A .  Yes  i  but  I  cannot  fay  how  far.  ;  * 

Q.  What  is  the  climate  ? 

A.  The  climate  is  good  there,  and  perhaps  better  than  that  of 
Quebec,  becaufe  of  its  weftern  expofure. 

Q.  What  is  the  foil  ? 

A.  The  foil  generally  fpeaking,  is  good,  and  fit  for  cultivation, 
cfpecially  at  Haha  Bay  and  Chicoutimy.  1  know  the  foil  towards 
Lake  St.  Jean,  where  there  formerly  was  a  fettlement  of  Jefuits, 
is  good,  and  that  the  climate  is  mild  enough  for  melons  to  thrive 
there.     It  is  faid  to  be  the  beft  climate  in  Lower-Canada. 

Q.  Do  you  porfefs  any  land  or  other  property  in  that  neigh- 
bourhood ? 

A.  I  am  Co-Seignior  of  the  Seigniory  of  Murray  Bay,  in  right 
of  my  wife  ? 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  quality  of  the  timber  in 
thole  parts  ? 

A.  At  Chicoutimy  there  is  good  white  pine,  white  afh,  walnut, 
elm  and  beech. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  there  are  in  your  parts  any  young 
people  who  would  like  to  fettle  on  the  River  Saguenay,  towards 
Lake  St.  Jean,  and  fliould  you  not  like  yourfelf  to  have  a  Seignio- 
ry there  ^ 

A.  If  that  part  of  the  country  were  to  be  conceded,  I  am  per- 
fuaded  there  are  a  great  many  people  in  our  parts  who  would  like 
to  fettle  there. 
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Richard  Coughtrie,  yeoman,  of  Valcartier,  in  the  Seigniory  of 
St.  Gabriel,  appeared  before  your  Committee. 

Q.  When  was  the  fettlement  of  Valcartier  commenced  ? 

A.  In  the  month  of  Auguft  1816. 

Q.  What  diftance  were  the  firft  clearings  of  Valcartier  from 
the  laft  Canadian  fettlements  ? 

A.  Two  leagues. 

Q.  What  was  the  ftate  of  the  roads  previous  to  the  commence- 
ment of  that  fettlement,  between  the  laft  Canadian  fettlements  and 
this  new  eftabliihment  ? 

A.  There  was  no  road  paflable  for  a  cart,  or  even  for  a  Hngle 
horfe,  thefe  two  leagues,  during  the  fummer  feafon,  by  reafon  of 
the  morafles  and  fmall  ftreams  which  interfected  this  road  ;  thefe 
being  frozen  in  the  winter,  the  Canadian  fettlers  were  enabled  to 
go  a  diftance  of  a  league  and  a  half  this  road,  which  they  did  for 
the  purpofe  of  getting  wood. 
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Q.  What  extent  of  road  was  made  by  the  Grantees  of  this 
tract  ? 

A.  Two  thirds  of  a  league. 

Q.  Did  you  at  any  time^  and  wuen»  make  a  Statiftical  Table  of 
this  fettlement  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  afllfled  in  the  making  out  one  in  the  autumn  of  1820, 
end  at  the  requeft  of  the  Grantees  I  made  out  another  in  the 
month  of  January,  1821,  both  of  which  I  have  in  my  poireflion. 

Q.  Will  you  tranfmit  to  the  Committee  thefe  Statiftical  State- 
ments ? 

Mr.  Coughtrie  then  produced  to  the  Committee  the  faid  Sta- 
tiftical  StatementSi  which  are  as  foUoweth  : 
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Total  number  of  Souls,  182, 
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Q.  Hat  there  been  any  and  what  increafe  within  the  period  al- 
luded to  f 

A.  There  has  been  an  increafe  of  Hxty  fouls  i  there  are  twen- 
ty houfes  and  upwards.  The  increafe  of  ftock  is  not  very  confi- 
derable.  There  has  been  four  hundred  acres  of  land  cleared  and 
clearing. 

Q.  Did  you  act  as  agent  for  any  individuals  who  contracted  for 
the  clearing  of  land  there  with  emigrants  ? 
A.  YeS|  I  did. 

Q.  What  is  the  number  of  emigrants,  and  the  members  of  their 
families,  and  when  did  they  arrive,  and  from  what  country  came 
they  ? 

A.  Four  men,  three  women,  and  four  children,  of  the  age  of 
feven  years  j  they  arrived  in  the  month  of  November,  from  Ire- 
land 'i  they  were  three  Prote(lants,  and  one  Catholic. 

Q.  State  minutely  and  particularly  out  of  what  fund,  by  what 
means  and  in  what  manner  thefe  individuals  have  been  provided 
for,  and  what  the  nature  of  your  duty  as  fuch  agent  was  f 

A.  The  Gentleman  who  employed  me,  had,  as  I  underAood 
from  him,  been  requeued  by  the  Emigrant  Society  of  Quebec,  to 
give  to  each  of  thefe  four  heads  of  families  a  job  of  ten  acres,  upon 
four  feveral  lots,  to  clear  and  fence,  for  four  Gentlemen  in  Que- 
bec, who  had  undertaken  to  employ  thefe  individuals  for  thia  pur- 
pofe,  in  confideration  of  the  Committee  of  the  Emigrant  Society 
obtaining  from  the  CommifHoners  of  the  Jefuits'  Edates  a  grant  of 
thefe  lots.  My  duty  was  to  fee  that  thefe  individuals  worked  faith- 
fully, and  to  take  care  that  they  Ihould  be  as  little  in  advance  as 
poiHble ;  to  communicate  from  time  to  time  with  the  principal 
refpccting  their  wants,  obtain  fupplies  from  time  to  time  from 
Quebec  or  within  the  feitlement,  dili>ribute  them  amongfl:  them, 
and  keep  juft  and  true  accounts. 
Q,  How  were  the  purchafes  made  ? 

A.  The  pork,  which  is  the  moft  expendve  article,  was  purchas- 
ed by  the  barrel  at  the  wholefale  price,  the  flour  was  bought  in 
the  market,  and  the  fifh  from  the  wholefale  dealers. 

Q.  At  what  rate  did  thefe  feveral  articles  i>and  to  them  ? 
A.  At  three  pence  the  pound  of  pork,  fifti  fourteen  fliillings  a 
quintal,  flour  ten  (hillings  and  fix  pence  a  quintal,  peafe  four  ihil- 
lings  and  iix  pence  a  bufhel.  Thefe  cods  condituted  the  whole 
amount  of  the  advances,  except  bedding  and  blankets,  which  were 
alfo  purchafed  at  the  lowed  prices. 

Q.  What  was  the  amount  to  be  paid  to  thefe  emigrants,  upon 
the  fulfilment  of  each  of  their  jobs  ? 
A.  Thirty  pounds. 

Q.  Could  the  whole  or  what  proportion  thereof  be  earned  dur- 
ing  the  winter  feafon  ? 

A.  One  half  thereof  could  be  earned  during  the  winter  feafon. 
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Q.  Does  this  afford  a  fair  profpect  of  maintaining  them  by 
their  labour  i 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  upon  an  average  has  been  the  amount  of  the  advan- 
ces you  have  been  obliged  to  make  to  them  up  to  this  feafon  ? 

A.  Upon  an  average  about  feven  pounds. 

Q.  Is  the  value  of  their  work  equal  to  that  fum  ? 

A.  Not  at  the  prefent  timt  i  the  latenefs  of  the  feafon,  joined 
to  a  difficulty  O'  linding  out  where  the  lands  were  which  they 
were  to  clear,  ^  *tarded  them  ;  they  were  likewife  employed  in 
building  a  houfe,  and  they  were  obliged  to  cut  th'-  under  brufh- 
wocd  for  the  diftance  of  about  two  miles,  to  make  a  path  to  their 
work. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  an  honeft  and  in^^uftrloas  emigrant,  ob- 
taining a  job  of  this  nature-,  and  a  leafe  upon  ftiares  of  the  land 
cleared  by  him  for  a  term  of  three  years  or  more,  would  have  a 
fair  profpect  of  fupporting  his  familyj  and  becoming  himielf  ulti- 
mately a  landholder  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q,  I  believe  you  are  yourfelf  an  emigrant,  and  of  what  coun- 
try ? 

A.^Yes,  I  am  from  Scotland. 
-    Q.  How  long  hav.  you  been  in  this  country,  and  how  long 
have  you  been  employed  unce  your  arrival  here  ? 

A.  I  have  been  three  years  in  this  country  in  May  laft.  I  came 
out  as  a  hired  farm  Servant  to  John  I*^"iiron,  Eiquire,  of  this  City, 
and  refided  with  hint  in  that  capacity  from  the  time  of  my  arrival 
to  the  month  of  September  1819.  iVTr.  Neilfon,  to  oblige  me, 
had  previoufly  fold  to  iTi*^  at  a  moderate  rate,  a  farm  at  V'iicartier, 
upon  which  there  was  no  clearing,  of  three  -.rpents  in  front,  upon 
thirty  in  depth,  where  I  now  refide.  I  uibfcquently  obtained 
from  the  Commiffioners  of  the  Jefuits*  Eftates,  in  the  month  of 
November,  1819,  in  common  with  nine  others,  a  lot  of  ground  of 
three  j.cres  in  front,  by  fomewhat  more  than  tl»  rty  acres  in  depth, 
in  the  fifth  conceflion. 
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'    Q.  Is  this  the  fame  fifth  conceffion  which  is  mentioned  in  the 
Statiftical  Table  which  you  laid  before  this  Committee  ? 
'    A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  is  the  defcription  of  perfons  w!io  have  {o  fettled  in 
the  fifth  conceffion,  what  is  the'.r  country,  and  from  whence  has 
been  derived  their  means  of  fubfiftence  fince  they  have  eftablilhed 
themfelves  at  Valcartier  ? 

A.  All,  but  one  Canadian,  are  emigrants  from  Scotland  and 
Ireland  ;  five  of  them  are  It  i^h-iien,  four  of  them  Scotchmen  : 
ihey  arrived  here  chiefly  in  the  year  1818. 

Q.  Have  thf.y  all  a  fciir  profpect,  by  induftry  a>id  honefty,  to 
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become  landholders,  and  to  fupport  their  families  with  (he  pro- 
duce  of  their  farms  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Are  there  any  ungraated  lands  in  th;il  Seigniory  adjoining 
the  actual  fettlements,  fufcepcible  of  cultivation  ;  and  if  fo,  how 
many  lots  ? 

A.  I  have  reafon  to  believe  that  there  are  five  lots  in  the  fifth 
conceflion,  about  ten  lots,  or  perhaps  more,  in  the  rear  of  the 
lands  granted  to  Doctor  Blanchet,  and  four  lots  between  the  land 
ufed  as  woodlands  and  the  land  granted  to  Lewis  Foy,  Efquire. 

Q^  Have  you  any  knowledge  or  information  of  the  lands  lying 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  Jacques  Cartief  River,  beyond  the  moun- 
tains by  which  that  river  is  immediately  skirted  ? 

A.  Yes.  i 

Q.  What  is  the  quality  of  the  fame  ? 

A.  It  is  equal  if  not  fuperior  tc  the  lands  at  Valcartier  actually 
fettled.  Indeed,  generally,  the  foil  on  that  fhore  of  the  Jacques 
Cartier  River  is  better  than  on  this. 

Q.  Is  k  watered  by  any  and  what  flreams  ? 

A.  The  River  aux  Pins,  which  runs  in  a  foutherly  direction, 
and  empties  itfelf,  at  a  diftance  of  abort  five  leagues,  in  the  Lake 
Ontarietsi,  which  laft  lake  is  about  hve  leagues  in  length,  and 
difcharges  itfelf  into  the  Jacques  Cartier. 

Q.  In  what  length  of  time  doe«  an  able  bodied  emigrant  ufually 
learn  to  chop  wood  and  clear  land,  and  build  log  houfes  and 
barns  ? 

A.  In  about  three  months.  , 

M*  A^gus  Brownfon,  Timber  Morv.hant,  refiding  at  Three-Ri- 
vers, appeared  before  your  Committee,  and  anfwered  as  follows  :~ 

Q.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  Country  lymg  beyond  the  fet- 
tled Country  on  the  St.  Maurice  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  am. 

Q.  Is  there  any  and  what  extent  of  cultivable  ground  within 
this  tract  ?  What  is  the  face  of  the  Country,  the  nature  of  the 
Soil,  the  kinds  and  defcription  of  Timber,  the  Lakes  and  Rivers, 
and  their  courfes,  the  fize  of  the  fame,  and  how  far  navigable 
within  this  tradl,  and  what  have  been  your  means  of  information 
in  thefe  particulars  ? 

A.  In  the  month  of  Aueaft,  1818, 1  was  induced,  by  informa- 
tion of  there  being  Red  Pine  Timber  fit  for  His  Majefty's  Navy, 
to  go  about  40  leagues  up  the  River  Saint  Maurice,  being  authori- 
zed by  MeiTrs.  P.  Pattcrfbn  &  Co.  who  had  a  licence  from  the 
Commifiioners  of  His  Majefty's  Navy.  I  found  the  Timber  an- 
fwer  m;  expe^ations,  confequently  proceeded  in  cutting  and  f qua- 
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ring  and  getting  it  down }  finding  fotne  difficulty  in  getting  up 
provifions,  it  induced  me  to  cultivate  in  the  month  of  June,  1819) 
a  piece  of  land  lufficient  to  fow  twelve  bufhels  of  Oats,  two  bufh- 
els  of  barley,  twenty  bufhels  of  potatoes,  half  an  acre  ox  turnips,  and 
two  bufhels  Timothy,  which  produced  as  well  as  could  be  expe^l^ 
ed,  confidering  the  flate  of  the  cultivation  of  the  land,  the  Tim- 
ber being  cleared  from  the  land  at  a  late  feafon  of  the  year.  I 
cannot  exaflly  flate  what  was  the  amount  of  the  Crop,  as  I  gave 
it  to  my  Oxen  and  Horfes,  without  its  either  being  thrafhed  or 
meafured.  I  planted  Potatoes  the  next  year,  from  which  I  alfo 
had  a  good  Crop.  Mr.  Archibald  Fairfield,  who  was  engaged  in 
the  fame  bufmefs  under  the  fame  licence,  alfofowed  forty  bufhels 
of  Oats,  and  thirty  bufhels  of  Potatoes  for  two  fucceffive  yearsj 
from  which  he  alfo  h?J  a  handfome  return.  This  fowing  and 
planting  was  upon  th;^  Points  and  Iflands  of  the  River  Saint  Mau- 
rice, the  upiauds  be'^^g  high  and  rough,  and  not  fo  readily  culti- 
vated at  this  place.  Mr.  Fairfield's  fowing  was  partly  twenty 
leagues  and  partly  ten  leagues  below  mine.  He  fowed  as  well  on 
the  high  lands  as  oi:  the  low  lands,  the  country  not  bemg  fo  rough. 
My  fowing  was  made  at  about  forty  leagues  from  Three-Rivf  rs. 
From  the  opportunity  I  had  of  exploring  the  lands  on  the  Sai  •■ 
Maurice,  I  am  of  opinion  that  thefe  lands  are  fufceptiblc  ot  '; 
vation  from  the  Forges  of  Saint  Maurice,  for  fifteen  leagues  on 
each  fide  of  the  River,  and  then  the  country  becomes  rough  and 
mountainous.  Above  the  above  mentioned  fifteen  leagues,  I  faw 
many  fpots  fufceptible  of  cultivation,  but  thefe  being  too  fmall, 
they  would  hardly  admit  of  any  coiifiderable  fettlenient.  The 
firfl  fifteen  leagues  the  Timber  is  Maple,  Beech,  Elm,  Aih,  But- 
ternut, Rtd  Pine,  White  Pine,  Spruce,  Balfam,  White  and 
Black  Birch.  The  Timber  above  this  part  of  the  River  and  on  the 
more  rough  and  mountainous  parts,  confifl:  on  the  mountains  prin- 
cipally of  White  Birch  and  fmall  Red  Pine,  on  the  more  cvctt 
parts  of  it  the  Timber  is  much  the  fame  as  on  the  first  mentioned 
fifteen  leagues.  For  the  fir»t  fifteen  leagues  the  foil  is  various.  On 
the  fmoothefl  and  best  part  of  the  Country  it  is  loam,  with  a  fmall 
coat  of  black  foil,  and  much  the  fame  as  in  the  Eaflern  Town- 
ihips.  The  Hills  are  more  rocky  than  the  Lower  Lands.  Above 
thefe  fifteen  leagues  the  foil  on  the  fmall  cultivable  fpots,  is  much 
the  fame  as  below,  but  the  mountains  are  rocky  and  hardly  culti- 
vable. The  courfe  of  the  River  is  generally  from  north  to  fouth, 
inclining  a  little  to  the  east,  and  it  is  navigable  for  five  leagues 
from  the  Town  of  Three-Rivers  to  the  Portage  Gabelle*  I  do 
not  recollect  the  length  of  the  Portages,  noi  the  height  of  the 
Fal's,  not  having  my  memorandums  with  me,  which  I  took  when 
I  travelled  through  that  part  of  the  country,  thefe  being  at  Three- 
Rivers,  but  I  will  fend  them  on  my  arrival.     From  rhe  Portage 
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Gabelle,  ^bout  one  mile  to  Portage  aux  Grds  is  navigable,  and  from 
thence  about  a  league  and  one  half  to  Portage  Shawinigan,  is 
again  navigable  for  Bateaux,  from  thence  to  aux  fi^fres,  a  league 
and  a  half  from  aux  Hitres  to  Grand*  M^e  about  four  miles,  from 
thence  to  Petit' Pile  about  four  miles,  from  thence  to  Grand- 
Pile  about  a  league.  The  Saint  Maurice  from  Grand- Pile  for 
twenty-fix  league*;  is  navigable  for  Bateaux  to  the  Portage  of  the 
Tuque i  with  a  gentle  current,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  fraall 
Rapids. 

The  River  Saint  Maurice  is  entirely  navignble  for  Bateaux,  with 
the  exception  of  the  above  mentioned  feven  portages,  of  which  to 
the  best  of  fny  recollection  the  fhortest  is  about  two  acres,  and  the 
longest  about  nine  acres. 

There  are  a  number  of  fmall  Lakes,  from  which  there  arile  fmall 
Rivers  and  Brooks,  which  difcharge  themfelves  into  the  Saint 
Maurice,  but  which  are  not  navigable.  But  there  are  fome  larger 
Rivers  which  difcharge  themfelves  into  the  Saint  Maurice,  which 
!»re  able  to  carry  canoes }  the  first  is  the  River  which  tails  into  the 
Saint  Maurice  at  the  Portage  of  Shawinigan,  the  next  is  the  Ri- 
ver Mickinack,  about  nineteen  leagues  front  Three-Rivers,  on  the 
east  fide  of  the  River,  the  next  and  largest  one  is  the  Mattouin% 
which  is  about  one  fourth  of  the  fize  of  the  Saint  Maurice,  running 
from  weft  to  eaft,  and  falling  into  the  Siint  Maurice  about  twenty 
three  leagues  above  Three-Rivers,  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  River  j 
this  R.-er  is  of  confiderable  length.  The  next  River  is  the  River 
aux  RatSf  where  there  are  fome  buildings  belonging  to  the 
North- Weft  Company,  whi'-h  are  now  deferted,  about  thirty- 
three  leagues  above  Three-Rivers.  Then  comes  la  Riviere  (troche, 
about  thirty-eight  leagues  from  Three-Rivers,  on  the  eaft  fide  of 
the  Saint  Maurice. 

Ab  jve  the  River  aux  Rats  about  ten  acres,  there  is  a  small  one 
nearl/  as  big  as  the  River  i  v  Rats,  which  falls  into  the  Saint 
Maurice. 

From  the  River  Maltouin  upward,  mountains  in  man3^  places 
>:  nne  quite  down  to  the  fhore,  and  are  rocky,  and  fome  of  them 
i?  •^•h.  I  can  be  pofitive  in  faying  that  the  River  Saint  Maurice  is 
nav'gable  for  about  forty  leagues,  having  afcended  it  myfelf  in  a 
Bateau  that  diftance.  We  alio  drove  up  twenty-e'ght  oxen  in  the 
fummer  on  the  banks,  and  on  fiiore.  In  the  winter  1819,  we 
had  about  fixty  train  loads  of  Provifions  going  up  the  River,  all 
the  way  on  the  ice,  with  the  exception  of  the  Portages,  partly  as 
far  as  twenty  leagues,  and  partly  as  far  as  forty  leagues.  I  was  in 
this  part  of  the  Country  early  in  the  spring  and  late  in  the  fall,  and 
I  obferved  that  the  froft  was  not  earlier  in  the  fall  nor  later  in 
the  rpring  than  at  Three-Rivers,  and  in  the  winter  there  was  lefs 
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Snow  in  that  part  than  at  Three-Rivers.  I  have  made  thefe  ob- 
fervations  myfelf  for  two  years.  I  have  never  besn  more  than 
four  miles  back  in  the  interior,  leaving  the  Saint  Maurice,  but 
from  the  appearance  of  the  Country  oi  both  fides  of  the  River,  for 
fifteen  leagues  above  Three-Rivers,  I  am  of  opinion  that  there  is 
extent  of  land  on  both  fides  fo  as  to  admit  of  large  Settlements. 

I  have  been  in  rear  of  Berthier,  and  have  afcended  the  AiTomp- 
tion  River,  I  alfo  afcended  the  Champlain. 

Q.  To  the  bell  of  your  knowledge  and  judgment,  do  you  think 
that  there  are  any  and  what  Wafle  Lands  of  the  Crown  fusccptible 
of  culavation,  lying  in  the  rear  of  Champlain,  Cap  de  la  Magde- 
leine,  Three-Rivers,  Pointe  du  Lac,  Machiche,  River  c'lu  Loup, 
Maskinonge,  St.  Cuthbert  and  Berthier  ? 

A.  My  opinion  is  that,  for  forty-five  miles  from  the  Saint  Law- 
rence, in  the  rear  of  the  fettlements  in  the  above  mentioned  parifh- 
es,  the  greater  part  is  fufceptible  of  cultivation.  This  opinion 
i<t  founded  upon  perfonal  obfervation  of  the  lands  in  the  rear  of 
Champlain,  i  ^^  ?  lands  on  the  borders  of  Saint  Maurice,  and  the 
lands  in  the  red.      berthier. 

Q.  What  are  ti.  Boundaries  of  the  Seigniory  of  Le  Cap  de  la 
Magdeleine,  and  what  is  Its  extent  ? 

A.  It  is  bounded  in  front  by  the  Saint  Lawrence,  on  the  wefl  by 
the  Saint  Maurice,  two  leagues  in  front,  and  twenty  in  depth. — 
The  Saint  Maurice  abounds  with  Fifh }  we  caught  and  took  in 
Seines  and  with  hooks,  Bafs,  Pike,  Pickerel,  Trout,  the  White 
Fifh,  such  as  they  take  it  in  Lake  Ontario,  and  which  is  not  met 
with  in  the  Saint  Lawrence  ;  and  there  is  likewife  a  fort  of  fifh 
called  Oualassa,  the  Englifh  nor  French  name  whereof,  I  do  not 
know,  weighing  from  one  to  two  pounds,  mofl  of  these,  particu- 
larly the  pickerel,  are  of  a  fuperior  quality  and  flavour.  When 
the  canoes  flopt  in  the  evening,  we  found  no  difficulty  in  taking 
what  fifh  we  wanted  for  our  fupp'^r*  whilfl  the  ejects  were  taken 
out  of  the  canoes,  and  fire  was  making  by  the  men.  There  are 
Moofe-Deer,  Beaver,  Otter  and  Rabbits  in  very  great  abundance, 
fo  much  fo,  that  we  had  no  difficulty  whatever  to  take  fo  many  as 
we  wanted  for  twenty  men  i  there  are  alfo  fome  Pucks>  but  not 
many. 

Q.  To  what  extent  do  the  a£luel  Settlements  in  the  Seigniory 
of  Le  Cap  de  la  Magdeleine  extend  ? 

A.  There  is  one  Conceflion  of  forty  arpents  wholly  fettled, 
and  one  of  twenty  arpents  partly  fettled }  and  five  or  fix  houfes 
upon  the  Saint  Maurice,  below  the  Forges. 

Q.  What  part  of  the  Seigniory  of  Cap  de  la  Magdeleine  do  you 
think  would  be  befl  fituated  for  a  new  Settlement,  and  what  ex- 
tent of  ground  would  be  found  therein  fufceptible  of  cultivation  ? 
and  are  there  any  and  what  obflacles  to  be  furmountidtoefieA 
fuch  fettlement } 
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A.  Not  having  explored  the  rear  of  the  Cap  de  la  Magdeleihe, 
and  having  no  means  of  judging  of  the  extent  of  good  land  in  it, 
except  of  what  I  faw  on  afcending  the  Saint  Maurice,  as  dated 
above,  I  cannot  venture  to  offer  the  Committee  any  conjecture  as 
to  the  extent  of  good  land  there }  if  upon  enquiry,  a  Settlement 
was  to  be  effected  in  the  rear  of  the  a^ual  Settlements  in  that  Sei- 
gniory, I  apprehend  that  the  bed  courfe  would  be  to  continue  the 
road  on  the  weftern  fide  of  the  Saint  Maurice,>  which  leads  from 
Three-Rivers  to  the  Forges,  being  a  diftance  of  about  three  leagues^ 
to  continue  that  road  to  a  point  oppofite  the  place  in  the  Seignio- 
ry of  Cap  de  la  Magdeleine,  where  the  new  Settlement  was  to  be 
effedted,  and  communicate  therewith  by  means  of  a  Ferry.  By 
this  means  fettlements  might  be  effected  on  both  fides  of  the  Saint 
Maurice,  and  one  leading  road,  whereof  three  leagues  are  already 
made,  would  enable  both  Settlements  to  communicate  with  Three 
Rivers. 

Q.  Is  there  any  and  what  interval  of  ground  not  fufceptible  of 
cultivation,  between  the  Forges  of  Saint  Maurice,  and  the  cultiva- 
ble ground  of  which  you  have  already  fpoken  ? 

A.  Y*?s,  about  a  league. 

Q.  Are  there  any  and  what  number  of  Iflands,  and  of  what 
extent,  in  that  part  of  the  River  Saint  Maurice  which  you  have 
explored,  and  of  what  quality  of  land  ? 

A.  There  are  fourteen  or  more  fmall  lilands  from  one  to  fifty 
acres  in  extent,  about  one  half  of  thefe  is  good  land  and  the  lar- 
gefl  are  better  than  the  fmaller. 

Michel  Prevost,  Esquire,  one  of  the  Members  of  this  House,  gave 
the  following  information  :— 

Q,  Where  do  you  live  ? 

A.  I  have  lived  forty  years  in  the  village  of  Saint  Jacques,  situate 
in  the  rear  of  the  village  of  L'Assomption,  and  four  leagues  north  of  the 
River  Saint  Lawrence. 

Q.  Have  you  had  occasion  to  examine  the  lands  situate  in  the  rear  of 
the  Seigniory  of  Saint  Sulpice  ? 

A.  Yes,  for  about  three  leagues.  I  do  not  know  the  name  of  the 
Township.  No  part  of  that  Township  is  settled  yet,  with  the  exception 
of  one  English  Family,  which  has  been  there  since  the  Spring  of  1 820. 
At  the  end  of  those  three  leagues,  there  is  a  chain  of  Mountains,  and 
beyond  those  Mountains,  are  rich  meadows,  on  which  some  persons  with- 
out any  right  whatever,  have  mown  upwards  of  six  thousand  bundles  of 
Hay.  These  Meadows  are  upwards  of  three  leagues  in  extent.  There 
are  also  two  or  three  Lakes  upon  those  mountains  which  abound  in  Fish. 

These  lands  which  are  very  fit  for  cultivation  extend  upwards  of  six 
leagues.  The  kind  of  wood  produced  there,  is  hard  wood.  Oak,  Pine, 
and  a  great  quantity  of  Maple.  Fifty  thousand  pounds  weight  of  Sugar 
and  upwards,  are  made  there  annually.  A  number  of  Saw  Mills  might 
be  erected  there  at  the  outlet  of  those  Lakes.  There  are  good  Roads 
open  as  far  as  the  Township. 
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Q.  Would  the  yonth  of  your  parts  desire  to  settle  on  those  lands,  and 
what  prevents  their  so  doing  ? 

A.  I  believe  n\any  of  them  would  settle  there,  because  the  whole  Sei- 
gniory is  already  settled.  Some  of  them  had  settled  there,  but  having 
lost  their  Settlements,  by  means  of  the  persons  who  have  obtained  Grants 
from  the  Crown,  the  others  in  disgust  have  avoided  doing  the  same  thing. 
They  are  besides  given  to  understand  that  it  is  very  difficult  to  obtain  any, 
and  that  no  survey  has  as  yet  taken  place. 

Jacques  Deligny,  Esquire,  one  of  the  Members  of  this  House,  gave 
jonr  Committee  the  information  following  ; 

Q.  Where  do  you  reside  ? 

A.  At  the  village  of  Berthier,  in  the  Seigniory  of  Berthier.  ^ 

Q.     Do  you  know  the  Crown  Lands,  in  the  rear  of  that  Seigniory  ?  ' 

A.  Yes,  those  called  the  Township  of  Rawdon  and  Kildare,  the  latter 
especially.  rt 

Q.  What  is  the  nature  and  qiulity  of  the  soil  in  the  Township  of  Kil« 
dare. 

A.  Most  of  the  lands  are  susceptible  of  cultivation.  There  are  some 
rocks.  From  what  I  have  heard  from  all  those  who  have  visited  the  spot, 
the  soil  is  a  grey  earth  and  clay,  covered  with  black  mould.  Some  other 
parts  are  yellow  and  sandy  earth  fit  for  Agriculture.  The  part  of  this 
Township  granted  to  the  late  Mr.  Vondenvelden,  has  been  about  ten  years 
settled.  The  kind  of  wood  in  this  Township  is  in  great  part  hard  wood. 
Tine  rest  of  the  Township  is  in  a  state  of  nature,  with  the  ex^ption 
of  some  acres  which  are  cultivated  by  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Parish  of  St. 
Pauly  who  had  no  title.  This  was  chiefly  in  hollows  or  meadows.  The 
reason  why  those  Crown  Lands  are  not  as  yet  settled,  is,  that  the  inha- 
bitants do  not  know  who  to  apply  to  for  them,  although  they  are  in 
great  want  of  them,  and  have  already  made  repeated  applications  to  ine 
Government  on  this  subject,  without  success.  To  such  a  degree  are  ma- 
ny of  the  inhabitanis  in  want  of  lands,  as  even  to  have  offered  to  purchase 
wood  lands  from  the  Seignior,  but  have  been  refused.  To  my  knowledge 
many  inhabitants  who  have  applied  to  the  Seignior  of  Sainte  Elizabeth, 
for  lands  in  that  Seigniory,  have  not  succeeded  in  obtaiqing  a  grant  of 
them  ;  the  Seignior  saying  he  could  not  at  the  time  grant  them.  They 
Iea!«e  to  them,  however,  tracts  covered  with  Maple  (des  Sucreries)  at  the 
rate  of  twelve  pounds  of  sugar,  for  every  hundred  Maple  Trees. 

The  Township  of  Rawdon,  is  separated  from  that  of  Kildare,  by  the 
Seigniory  of  Ramesay.  Mr.  Antrobus  has  no  title  to  that  Township,  al> 
though  he  is  in  possession  of  it,  and.leases  extensive  Maple  tracts  (Su- 
creries) in  that  Township.  The  lands  in  that  Township  are  very  fit  for 
cultivation,  especially  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Lakes,  which  are  in 
that  Township.    As  yet,  no  part  is  settled. 

Alexis  Moussaux,  Esquire,  a  Member  of  this  House,  gave  the  infor* 
matioo  following  : — 

That  he  knows  the  Townshi;>s  of  Kildare  and  Rawdon.  Mr.  Antro> 
bus  is  in  possession  of  the  latter,  and  lets  tracts  covered  with  Maple,  (Su- 
creries) but  does  not   grant  any  land.     The  refusal  of  the  Seigniors  of 
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Bcrthier  to  concede  lands  in  the  rear  of  iheir  Seigniory,  is  tlie 
occasion  of  there  not  being  any  Roads  for  such  inhabitants  an  might  be  in- 
duced to  take  lands  in  the  Townships.  The  Seigniors  refuse  to  concede 
all  the  good  lands,  as  those  which  are  covered  with  fine  wood,  &c.  and 
only  ofter  to  grant  tiiose  which  are  rocky  and  scarce  tit  for  cultivation; 
If  there  are  tracts  of  Maple,  (dcs  Sucreries)  on  those  good  lands,  they 
lease  them. 


Mr.  Dumont,  one  of  the  Members  of  this  House,  appeared  before 
your  Committee,  and  stated  as  follows : — 

It  is  impossible  that  lands  as  they  are  now  granted;  can  suit  the  native 
French  Canadians,  for  they  cannot  ever  succeed  in  opening  and  cultivating 
their  lands.  For  instance,  a  Canadian  who  is  proprietor  of  a  Lot  in  a  gi- 
ven Township,  settles  there.  He  makes  a  clearing.  He  wants  a  cleared 
interval,  du  Decouvert.  He  wants  fences  of  separation.  He  wants  water 
courses  across  several  lots  belonging  to  Government,  the  Protestant  Cler- 
gy, or  rich  Proprietors.  Is  there  a  moral  possibility  of  his  procuring 
what  is  required  of  neighbourhood  ?  This  is  one  of  the  chief  obstacle« 
to  the  settling  of  the  Townships. 

Ml.  Philemon  Wright,  of  Hull,  in  the  Province  of  Lower-Canada, 
appeared  before  your  Committee  and  gave  the  following  information  : — 

I  have  resided  in  this  Country  twenty-three  years.  Previous  to  residing 
in  this  country,  I  resided  in  the  Province  of  Massachusetts ;  I  was  indu- 
ced to  come  in  this  country,  by  the  Froclamarion  of  General  Clarke, 
which  held  forth  the  prospect  of  obtaining  lands,  to  persons  desirous  of 
investing  Capital  in  land,  and  under  their  form  of  Government. 

Q.  Did  you  obtain  a  grant  of  any  and  what  waste  lands  of  the  Crown, 
and  at  what  time  ? 

A.  I  was  leader  for  a  quarter  of  a  Township-  Ten  of  us  obtained  a 
patent  for  twelve  hundred  acres  each.  I  surveyed  the  whole  ofthe  Town- 
ship of  Hull,  wherein  these  lands  were  situated,  being  a  Township  of 
824<29  acres.  I  got  the  order  in  Council,  on  the  22d  March  1800,  the 
patent  was  issued  in  1 806. 

Q.  At  what  expense  was  this  survey  made  ? 

A.  I  cannot  speak  to  the  exact  amount  ofthe  expense,  it  could  not  be 
less  thau  £700.  The  expenses  were  greatly  increased  by  the  remoteness 
of  that  Township  from  any  other  Settlement,  being  at  a  distance  there- 
from of  not  less  than  SO  miles.  This  Survey  contained  the  concession 
lines  as  well  as  the  outlines,  and  I  have  not  yet  been  reimbursed  by  the 
other  Grantees  ofthe  other  three  fourths  of  this  Township,  for  their  pro- 
portion of  this  expense. 

Q.  What  portion  of  the  land  given  to  your  associates,  remained  in 
their  hands  I 

A.  The  agreement  between  me  and  my  associates  was  that  I  should 
pay  out  of  my  own  pocket,  all  the  expenses  of  survey,  of  patent  fees^ 
and  travelling  expenses,  in  consideration  whereof,  they  were  to  assign  to 
me,  1000  acres  each,  out  of  the  1200  assigned  to  them,  which  was  ac* 
cordin^ly  done. 
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Q.  What  is  the  number  of  acres  of  ground  cleared,  in  your  hands  and 
in  the  hands  of  your  sons  ? 

A.  About  three  thousand  acres. 

Q.  In  what  state  have  been  and  arc  now  the  Roads  and  Highways  in 
the  Township  of  Hull,  how  and  in  what  manner  have  they  been  made, 
kept  up  and  repaired  i 

A.  When  I  first  settled  in  the  Township  of  Hull,  there  was  not  a  sin- 
gle Tree  cut  down.  I  have  opened  all  the  roads  with  some  assistance, 
to  make  it  possible  for  my  people  to  pass  and  repass.  One  stone  cause- 
way in  particular,  cost  me  above  one  thousand  pounds.  The  total  of  the 
amount  of  money,  spent  by  me  and  some  of  my  neighbours  upon  these 
roads,  for  the  twenty  years  past,  amounts  to  j|?2211  17s.  6d.  besides 
£955  expended  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  County  of  York,  making  a 
total  of  £'3166  17S'  6.  and  the  roads  in  the  front  of  the  Township  are 
now  very  good. 

Q.  What  is  the  extent  of  the  Roads  made  in  the  said  Township,  with 
this  money  ? 

A.  About  thirty  miles. 

Q.  Are  there  any  and  what  obstacles  to  making  roads  in  the  new 
Townships  ? 

A.  The  Crown  and  Clergy  Reserves,  constitute  one  great  obstacle  to 
the  improvement  of  the  Internal  Communications  of  the  Townships.  The 
large  tracts  of  Land,  in  the  possession  of  proprietors  absent  from  the  Pro- 
prince,  constitute  another  great  obstacle. 

Q.  What  is  the  state  of  Education  in  that  Township ;  what  is  the  num- 
ber of  Schools  and  Scholars,  and  what  is  taught  therein  ^ 

A.  There  are  three  School  Houses,  and  about  150  Scholars,  who  are 
taught  Reading,  Writing  and  Arithmetic. 

Q.  What  are  these  Schools  maintained  by  ? 

A.  By  voluntary  subscriptions  for  ten  years  past.  Twelve  years  ago 
there  was  a  Schoolmaster  sent  to  Hull  by  Government,  but  he  only  staid 
two  years  and  then  he  left  the  Settlement. 

Q.  How  are  the  Roads  from  Hull  to  Montreal  I 

A.  The  Communication  from  Hull  to  Montreal  is  bad,  impraticable 
for  any  hcrse  or  team.  There  has  been,  by  the  Commissioners  for  the 
County  of  York,  a  Road  cut  out  of  sixteen  feet  wide,  for  sixty-four 
miles  to  the  head  of  Long  Saulr,  and  there  has  been  seventy-one  Bridges 
built.  There  are  four  places  where  either  ferries  must  be  established, 
or  large  Bridges  built,  and  the  ravines  or  gullies  filled  up  to  enable  Teams 
to  pass.     The  remaining  sixty  miles  to  Montreal  are  passable. 

Q.  Are  the  Lands  through  which  the  road  from  Hull  to  Long  Sault 
passes  in  the  hands  of  large  or  small  proprietors  ? 

A.  Generally  in  the  hands  of  large  proprietors,  absentees  from  the 
Province. 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  and  what  means  of  obtaining  information  of  the 
quality  of  the  soil  on  the  north  shore  of  the  Ottawa  ? 

A.  For  the  last  twenty-three  years,  I  have  devoted  much  of  my  time 
to  obtain  this  information,  and  I  believe  the  soil  to  be  very  good  for  stock 
farms  in  particular,  and  any  other  uses. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  there  is  any  considerable  tract  of  country  iu  the 
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Nat*  of  the  present  settlements,  fit  for  cultivation)  on  the  north  shore  of 
the  Ottawa? 

A.  Yes,  I  consider  it  fit  for  settlements  up  the  River  Ottawa,  for  one 
hundred  miles,  even  the  whole  of  the  north  shore,  from  River  du  Loup 
about  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles  to  Fort  Coulanges.  And  I  have  been 
credibly  informed  that  the  Country  to  the  Lake  Temiscaming,  which  ia 
said  to  be  as  large  a  Lake  as  Lake  Champlain,  is  fertile,  and  will  make 
good  Settlements  in  some  future  time.  Mr.  M'Kay  sent  down  his  Boats 
two  years  ago  in  the  Spring,  and  got  thirty 'Six  bushels  of  potatoes,  and 
planted  them  on  Lake  Temiscaming,  he  has  since  told  me  that  they 
grew  exceedingly  well.  He  took  likewise  up  some  Peas  and  other  seeds, 
which  succeeded  likewise  well.  He  likewise  purchased  in  the  Township 
of  Hull,  a  Bull,  some  Cows  and  Calves  for  the  use  of  his  Farm  on  that 
Lake.  The  distance  of  this  Lake  from  Montreal  is  about  four  hundred 
miles  to  the  north-west.  I  was  likewise  applied  to  about  two  years  ago, 
by  a  Mr.  Fisher,  on  the  Lake  Sable,  about  ninety  m:!<^s  to  the  no:th  of 
the  Grand  river,  up  the  river  aux  Lievrest  for  a  Bull,  a  Cow,  and  a  Hei- 
fer Calf,  and  he  drove  them  from  the  Township  of  Hull  to  the  Lake  Sa- 
ble.    I  am  since  informed  that  he  is  doing  extremely  well. 

Q.  Could  a  Road  be  carried  from  the  Township  of  Hull  to  any  and 
what  point  of  the  River  Saint  Maurice,  or  to  any  and  what  point  of  the 
Rivers  emptying  themselves  into  the  Saint  Lawrence,  between  the  £m< 
bouchures  of  the  Ottawa  and  the  St.  Maurice  ?  ^ 

A.  I  am  of  opinion,  and  have  been  so  for  a  number  of  years  past,  that 
a  Road  might  be  made  from  the  Township  of  Hull  to  the  Saint  Maurice 
Dt  River  du  Loup;  but  I  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  that  tract  of 
Country,  and  if  a  Road  should  be  opened,  and  a  tier  of  Townships  or 
Seigniories  laid  upon  this  Road,  it  would  be  of  great  benefit. 

Q.  What  is  the  number  and  names  of  the  Rivers  lymg  in  and  between 
Hull  and  the  mouth  of  the  Ottawa,  distinguishing  those  which  fall  in 
the  northern  side  and  those  which  fall  in  the  southern  side  >  What  iis 
the  size  of  those  Rivers,  are  they  navigable  to  any  and  what  distance, 
for  any  and  what  description  of  vessels,  what  is  the  general  exposure  and 
climate  of  the  Country,  so  far  as  has  come  to  your  knowledge  ? 

A.  The  River  Rideau  falling  into  the  Ottawa  from  the  south,  betwixt 
the  Townships  of  Nepean  and  Glocester ;  it  is  navigable  only  for  Canoes, 
and  winds  through  about  ten  Townships,  coming  a  distance  of  sixty  or 
seventy  miles  :  there  is  a  large  number  of  Lakes  at  its  source.  The  Ri* 
ver  Gatineau  falling  into  the  Ottawa  from  the  north,  betwixt  the  Town* 
•hips  of  Hull  and  Templeton ;  it  is  navigable  for  Steam-fioats  and  other 
small  vessels  for  about  six  miles,  then  it  becomes  rapid  for  about  fifteen 
miles,  and  it  turns  two  mills.  The  width  of  this  River  is  from  ten  to 
twenty  chains  ;  it  comes  a  distance  of  three  hundred  miles  from  the  north 
west,  it  has  a  communication  with  the  Black  River  with  Batteaux  and 
Canoes  for  almost  the  whole  distance.  The  River  Blanche  falling  into 
the  Ottawa,  in  the  lower  part  of  the  Township  of  Templeton,  from  the 
north,  it  is  about  two  chains  wide  and  navigable  for  Batteaux  in  the 
Spring  of  the  year,  about  fifteen  miles,  then  it  becomes  rapid,  its  length 
is  about  one  hundred  miles.  The  river  aux  ZiVwrM  falls  in  the  Ottawa  from 
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the  north,   in  the  Townthip  of  Buckingham,  u  ahout  ten  chains  wide,  is 
navigable  fur  Steam-Boats  or  Vesieli  nearly  two  miles,  then  it  becomes 
rapid  for  about  four  miles,  then  it  is  navigd>le  for  Batteaux  the  distance 
of  thirty  miles  in  very  smooth  water.  About  ninety  miles  up  is  the  Lake 
Sable.     I  do  not  know  the  size  of  this  Lake  but  it  is  large  and  navigable, 
and  a  great  fishing  Lake.    There  is  the  Settlement  of  Mr.  Fisher  on 
this  Lake.     This   River  is  still  navigable  at  the  head  of  the  Lake  to 
a  ga'at  distance  to  some  other  Lakes.      The   River   Blanche,   falling 
into   the  Ottawa  on   the  north  in  the  Township  uf  Luchaber,  is  about 
two  chains  wide,  navigable  for  Batteaux,  five  or  six  miles,  in  the  Spring 
only.     The    River  Petite  Nation^  falling  into  the  Ottawa  on  the  north, 
in  the  Seigniory  of  the  Honourable  L.  J.  Papineau,  ia  about  three  chains 
wide,  at'd  navigable  for  Batteaux  five  miles  nearly  the  whole  year.  There 
are  mills  on  this  River ;  five  miles  up  above  this  distance  the  river  is  rough 
and  rapid,  and  comes  from  a  number  of  Lakes  about  one  hundred  miles 
in  the  interior.     The  River  Petite  Nation  falling  into  the  Ottawa  on  the 
south,    in   the  Township   of  Plantagenet,  and  is  navigable   for   Bat- 
teaux for  six  miles.      There  are  some  Mills  at   that  distance.    This 
Kiver  is  navigable  for  Batteaux  in  the  Spring  for  forty  miles  from  these 
Mills.     The  Big  Salmon  River,  falling  into  the  Ottawa,  north,  in  the 
Seigniory  of  the  Honourable  L.  J.  Papineau,  is  about  two  chains  wide» 
navigable  for  Batteaux  in  the  Spring  only,  and  I  suppose  it  comes  a  dis> 
tance  of  about  fifty  miles.     The  small  Salmon  River,  falling  into  the 
Ottawa  on   the  north,  in  the  same  Seigniory,  is  about  two  chains  wide* 
and  only  navigable  for  Canoes  for  a  small  distance.     I  suppose  it  comet 
a  distance  of  about  forty  miles.      The  River  Rouge,     falling   into  the 
Ottawa  on  the   north  in  the  Township  of  Grenville,  about  four  chains 
wide,  not  navigable  ;  it  comes  a  distance  of  about  forty  or  fifty  miles 
from  some  Lakes.     The  River  Callemant,  falling  into  the  Township  of 
Grenville,  about  one  chain  wide,    is  very  rapid  ,  and  not  navigable  but  a 
small  distance  ;    fine  Falls  for  Mills  }    and  the  Quarries  are  said  to  be  of 
Marble;  comes  a  distance  of  about  forty   miles.       The  River  caU 
led  North  River,  falling  into  the  Ottawa  on  the  north,  in  the  Sei- 
gniory of  Argenteuil,  about  three  chains  wide,  navigable  for  Batteaux, 
about  three  miles,  and  afterward?  for  Canoes  with  the  exception  of  some 
Rapids.     There  are  Mills  in  divers  places  on   this  River }  its  length  i^ 
about  one   hundred  miles,  coming  from  Lakes.     The  River  DuchSne^ 
filing  into  the  Ottawa  on  the  north,  in  the  Seigniory  of  River  Duch^ne, 
About  one  chain  wide,  not  navigable }  but  there  are  several  Mills  on  this 
River.     The  River  PAssomption,  falling  into  the  Ottawa  on  the  north, 
in   the  Seigniory  of  St.  Sulpice,  about  two  chains  wide,  navigable  for 
Batteaux  a  good  way  up,  but  I  am  nut  able  to  state  the  distance,     I  be- 
liev'  Rafts  of  Planks  come  down  that  River  about  twenty  miles  in  the 
Spring.  It  comes  a  great  distance  out  of  the  Country,  but  I  do  not  know 
that  distance.     Each  of  these  Rivers  is  well  stocked  with  Fish.     The 
Country  generally   on  the  Banks  of  these  Rivers  is  fertile,  but  some  are 
subject  to  overflow  in  the  Spring.     Its  having  an  exposure  to  the  south 
causes  the  climate  to  be  more  mild,  and  one  can  generally  plough  one 
week  sooner  on  the  north  shore  than  on  the  south,  owing  to  this  exposi' 
tion.     There  is  only  one  ridge  of  land  running  a  distance  of  aboOi  three 
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hundred  miles  from  Quebec  to  the  Township  of  Eardley,  which  in  some 
places  is  quite  rocky,  but  the  land  behind  is  considered  fertile  but 
hUly. 

Q.  What  would  be  the  length  of  Road  connecting  the  Lower  Cana- 
dian Settlements  from  River  du  Loup  and  Misquinung^  to  Hull,  in  as 
straight  a  line  as  the  nature  of  the  Country  would  admit  i 

A.  I  should  think  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  miles. 

Q.  What  is  the  expense  of  clearing  and  fencmg  an  acre  of  wild  land, 
and  what  is  the  usual  produce  of  an  acre  of  wild  land,  and  in  wh^t  con- 
fists  the  process  of  clearing  i 

Pi.  The  expense  of  clearing  an  acre  of  land  is  £5,  the  produce  is  from 
200  to  4*00  bu!)hels  of  Potatoes  per  acre,  oi  *25  bushels  of  oats,  or  25 
bushels  of  wheat,  or  30  bushels  Iitdian  Corn,  or  200  bushels  Turnips. 
The  process  of  clearing  consists  in  three  things,  firbt,  cutting  down  the 
under  brush,  which  is  worth  7s  -(|d.  secondly,  chopping  down  the 
wood  in  rows  two  Rods  wide,  worth  258.  thirdly,  Firing,  Burning  and 
Branding  fit  for  the  Harrow,  worth  378-6d.  then  the  work  is  done. 

Q.  What  would  be  the  expense  uf  putting  in  the  Crop  per  acre  i 

A.  The  common  price  is  ten  shillings. 

Q.  Do  not  the  poorer  sort  of  settlers  find  themselves  occasionally  con- 
strained to  adopt  a  more  imperfect  mode  of  clearing,  ^nd  what  is  that 
mode? 

A.  Yes,  they  first  cut  the  brush  and  small  trees,  leaving  the  large  trees 
standing,  which  shade  the  land,  so  that  they  do  not  get  more  than  half  a 
crop. 
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Mr.  John  Burrows  of  ihe  Township  of  Ncpean,  in  the  Province  of  Upper- 
Canada,  Land  Surveyor,  appeared  U>fute  your  CommiltvCfand  aukwcrvd 
as  fultuws  t-^ 

Q.  What  parti  of  this  Province,  have  you  had  occasion  to  explore  or 
examine  i 

A,  I  have  passed  through  the  Townships  of  Cha'ham,  Duckingham, 
Templcton,  Hull,  Hardiey,  and  Onslow,  and  I  have  been  rather  parti- 
cular in  my  observations.  I  have  observed  the  lands  on  both  banks  of  the 
Ottawa,  without  examining  them  however  particularly. 

Q.  Would  you  state  what  you  have  observed  respecting  the  particular 
face  of  the  country.  The  number,  size  and  sources  of  the  Kivers  which 
fall  into  the  Ottawa.  Their  several  distances  from  each  other.  The 
I^ikes  which  may  have  fallen  under  your  observation.  The  quality  of 
the  Timber.  The  depth  and  nature  of  the  soil,  and  the  lusceptibility  for 
the  cultivation  of  the  country  generally  i 

A,  Speaking  of  the  face  of  the  country  in  a  general  sense,  it  is  very 
susceptible  of  making   grazing  farms.     In   the  Townohip  of  Grenville* 
there  are  three  Rivers  of  note,  viz  ;  the  River  Rouge,  the  River  Caliimetf 
and  another  considerable   River  whose  name  I  do  not  know.     In  Uuckr 
ingham  there  is  a  considerable  one  called  the  River  aux  Liivret,  and  he? 
veral  small  Lakes.  In  the  Township  of  Templcton,  the  River  Blanche,  and 
a  number  of  small  Riyers.  In  Hull  a  large  |liver  called  Gatineau,  and  also 
small  Rivers      Eardley   is  well  watered  with  small  Lakes,  but  there  are 
no  considerable   Rivers.      In    Onslow   there  arc  no  considerable  Rivers, 
but  it  is  well  watered  with  small  Lakes.     All  the  rivers  of  which  I  have 
now  spoken  fall  into   the  River  Ottawa.     Tl<    River  Rouge  is  navigable 
for  Indian  Canoes,  which  eo  trading  into  the  back  country,  as  are  also  the 
rivers  aux  Liivres  and  Gatineau.  This  last  River  is  about  fifteen  miles  f(-om 
river  aux  Liivrest  and  river  aux  Ltivres  is  about  forty-five  miles  from  river 
Rouge.  The  River  Gatineau  in  Hull  is  indeed  navigable  foi  Sieam-Boats, 
or  the  heaviest  Batteaux,    for  five  miles  from  the  Ottawa.     It  is  about 
half  a  mile  wide,  and  the  Indians  navigate  it  for  a  distance  of  about  three 
hundred  miles.     Its  local  situation  is  such  that  it  falls  in  at  the  greatest 
extent  of  navigation  for  heavy  vessels  for  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles 
above  Montreal,  and  it  is  just  opposite  the  Falls  of  Rideau  on  the  south 
shore  of  the  Ottawa.     Between  tlie  western  part  of  Hull  and  the  eastern 
part  of  Eardley,  there  is  a  beautiful  chain  of  Lakes  extending  about  ten 
miles.      The  other   Townships  are  particularly  well  watered  with  small 
Rivers  and  Lakes,  and  of  an  excellent  quality  for  grazing.  All  kinds  of 
timber  are  in  abundance  in  these  Townships  ;  but  the  predominant  quali- 
ty is  Maple,  Bass-Wood   and  Pine.     From  the  head  of  the  Long  Sault 
to  the  Falls  of  the  Chaudiere,  the  soil  is  generally  a  fine  deep  meado^Y 
soil,  within  the  distance  of  about  a  mile  and  a  half  of  the  Ottawa ;  but 
the  back  lands  are  of    an  eneven  surface,  and  of  various  qualities  of 
soil.     But  with  very  small  exceptions,    the  whole  is  as  I  have  already 
said,  well  adapted  for  Grazing  Farms. 

Q.  What  is  the   population  and  extent  of  cultivated  grounds  within 
those  Townships,  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge  i 

A.  In  the  Townships  of  Grenville,    Buckingham  and  Templeton,  I 
do  not  believe  there  are  more  than  ten  absolute  Settlers.    In  the  Town> 
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•hip  o^  Hull,  there  may  be  about  one  hundred  and  ♦'rsnty.  In  that  of 
Eardley,  three  settle;  8.  In  Onslow  there  is  only  one  In  the  extent  of 
ninety  nniles  on  the  north  side  of  the  River  Otiawa,  there  is  only  the 
Banks  of  one  Township,  which  is  that  of  Hull,  in  cultivation,  and  that 
extent  is  about  seven  thousand  acres.  In  all  the  other  TLV^nshipa 
there  is  not  more  ihan  three  hundred  acres  in  all,  in  a  biate  of  cultivation. 
The  rest  is  still  a  perfect  wilderness. 

Q.  To  what  cause  do  yuu  attribute  these  excellent  lands  remaining 
waste? 

A.  I  should  think  from  the  Ba  ks  of  the  Ottawa  ro  the  extent  of  about 
five  miles,  beii.jr  grafted  to  individuals  wao  have  within  the  lait  twenty 
year  been  in  possession  of  them,  butliave  shown  no  disposition  of  settling 
them,  nor  of  permitting  any  persons  to  do  so,  except  at  a  price  of  from 
four  to  six  dollars  per  acre.  Another  cause  alf?o,  is  that  the  proprietors 
of  part  of  those  lands  cannot  be  discovered.  I  could  mention  also  that 
for  want  i>f  finding  out  who  the  Proprietor  of  an  extent  of  abouc  one 
tbousanC  acres  in  the  Township  of  Buckingham,  is,  it  has  been  impossi> 
ble  to  erect  a  ferry  across  the  river  aux  Liivret,.  and  a  number  of  Cattle  havd 
been  lost  in  consequence  thereof,  crossing  the  mouth  of  that  River.  The 
great  expense  which  hau  been  laid  out  by  the  Commissioners  for  the  Coun- 
ty of  York,  in  making  a  Road  from  the  head  of  the  Long  Saultto  the 
Lake  of  the  Ckats»  is  in  some  measure  rendered  useless  for  the  present, 
h\  reason  of  not  being  able  to  establish  this  Ferry.  The  back  lands  of 
the  said  Townships  are  yet  waste,  ungranted,  and  not  surveyed,  with 
the  exception  of  that  of  Hull. 

Captain  Fougere  appeared  before  your  Comtnittee.        -  "  ' " 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  Magdalen  Iflands  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  know  them. 

Q.  How  many  of  them  are  there  to  the  beR.  of  your  knowledge  ? 

A.  Five. 

Q.  What  is  their  extent  ? 

A.  Brion  Ifland  may  be  fixty  or  feventy  arpents  fquare.  The 
tvo  Bird  lilands  may  he  four  fquare  arpents  each  in  extent.  Entree 
Idand  may  be  nearly  one  hundred  fquare  arpents  in  extent.  L'Ifle 
Rcyale,  on  which  there  are  fettlements,  . is  seventeen  leagues  in 
length.  In  fome  places  it  is  about  three  miles  wide,  in  other  places 
only  an  arpent.  Its  breadth  is  very  unequal.  Thefe  Iflands  pro- 
duce abfolutely  nothing  j  even  Potatoes  generally  fail  there. 

Q.  What  was  the  number  of  Inhabitants  on  thofe  Iflands  when 
you  first  knew  them  ? 

A,  About  fourteen  or  fifteen. 

Q.  What  was  the  number  of  Inhabitants  on  thofe  Iflands  when 
Sir  Ifaac  Coffin  took  pofl'effion  of  them  ? 

A.  There  were  about  eighty  families. 

Q.  Whence  came  the  firft  inhabitants  of  thofe  Iflands  ? 

A.  They  were  Acadians  or  Canadians. 

Q.  How  many  are  there  at  prefent  on  thofe  Iflands  ? 
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A.  One  hundred  and  thirty-three  families.  /     '    «^,^*j 

^.  or  what  Country  ?  ,  :, 

A.   A.U  Canadians  and  Acadians.  ^     ,'-«. 

Q    How  do  thefe  people  earn  their  lining  ? 
A.  By  the  Cod  Fishery  and  purfuit  of  the  Sea  Cow  ?  but  the 
latter  ceafed  about  seventeen  years  ago,  and  no  longer  exifts. 
Q.  How  did  Sir  Ifaac  Coffin  gain  pofTeiuon  of  thofe  Iflands  ? 
A    I  have  heard  that  thofe  Iflands  were  given  to  Sir  Ifaac  Cof- 
fin for  his  meritorious  fervices  as  a  Britifh  Admiral. 

Q.  Did  Sir  Ifaac  know  or  was  he  ignorant  that  thofe  Iflands 
were  fettled  ? 
A.  He  knew  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  Sir  Ifaac  has  caufed  to  be  paid  or 
has  ena£ted  Hents  from  Perfons  who  were  fo  in  poflcfficn  of  lands 
in  the  faid  Tflands  ? 

A.  He  caufed  each  person,  or  every  perfon  in  pofleOion  of 
a  6shing  ground,  to  pay  fix  dollars  a  year  for  the  ground  from  the 
moment  of  his  taking  poflelfion.  He  then  leafed  the  Iflands  to 
dne  Mr.  Irvine  of  Halifax  for  the  term  of  five  years ;  at  the  ex- 
piration of  which  Sir  Ifaac  after  a  Law  Suit  with  Mr.  Irvine,  de- 
manded of  the  inhabitants  the  rent  for  five  years,  but  moft  of  the 
inhabitants  conflantly  refufed  to  pay  the  rent  exacted,  and  the  mat- 
ter is  in  litigation  at  the  prefent  moment. 

^.  Are  the  inhabitants  of  thofe  Iflands  fatisfied   with  the  con- 
duct of  Sir  Ifaac  Coffin  ? 

A.  They  complain  of  it.      They  have  often  demanded  of  him, 
and  once   more  efpeciaUy  in  my  prefence,  that  they  would  put 
them  in  pofleffion  of  their  Fishing  grounds,  but  he  has  conftantly 
refufed  to  grant  thofe  lands  to  them,  faying  they  belonged  to  him, 
and  that   he  demanded  the  abcve  mentioned  rent  of  fix  dollars. 
The  inhabitants  very  often  fuffer  great  inconvenience  from  the 
Shipwrecks  which  frequently  happen  on  thofe  Iflands,  being  each 
family   fometimes   obliged  to  fupport  three  or  four  perfops  who 
would  perish  without  fuch  fuccour      Whereby  thofe  poor  inhabi- 
tants are  very  often  expofed  to  want  provifions  for  themfelves  by 
reafon  of  their  remotenefs  from  the  Ifland  of  Saint  John,  or  other 
places  whence  provifions  can  be  had,  befides  that  for  fix  or  feven 
months  in  the  winter  the  communication  wi:h  every  otner  part  of 
the  world  is  entirely  cut  oflF. 

Q.  Is  the  Fis.'iery  confiderable  at  prefent  ? 
A.  The   Fisb-^y   has  greatly  diminished  for  fifteen  or  fixteea 
years,  and  is  at  present  les  than  it  was  formerly  by  one  third. 

Captain  Fougere  wishes  to  add  that  the  infiabitants,  inftead  of 
being  difcouraged  by  annual  rents,  ought  rather  to  receive  encou- 
ragement to  remain  tl  f  e,  and  that  ftores  ought  to  be  eftablished 
there  becaufe  of  the  ohipwrecka  which  annually  take  plase  tjaere 
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that  the  Irtands  prod'tce  abfolutely  nothing  ;  and  that  he  has  him- 
felf  lor  ten  years  past  or  thereabouts,  brought  off  thofe  Iflands 
about  a  hundred  shipwrecked  perfons  every  year,  who  without 
the  aid  of  the  inhabitants  would  have  perished. 
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Mr.  Claude  F.  Grenler  appeared  before  your  Committee. 

'^.  Do  you  know  the  Magdalen  Iflands  ? 

A.  Yes,  1  know  them,  I  lived  there  from  179J  to  1812. 

Q.  How  many  of  them  are  inhabitable  ? 

A.  Five  of  them  are  inhabitable,  but  fome  of  them  are  not  fo. 

Q,  Do  thofe  Iflands  produce  any  thing  ? 

A.  They  only  produce  ^  few  potatoes,  and  thofe  in  favourable 
Seafons  only. 

Q.  What  was  the  number  of  inhabitants  on  thofe  Iflands 
when  you  firft  went  there  ? 

A.  Thirteen  heads  of  Families. 

Q.  What   was   the  number  of  Families  when  Sir  Ifaac  Cofliii 
took  pofl^efllon  of  them  ? 

A,  Sir  Ifaac  Cofllin  took  pofleflion  of  them  In  1798,  and  there 
Were  then  a  hundred  families  h:  thofe  Iflands  ? 

Q    Whence  came  the  earliest  inhabitants  of  thofe  Iflands  ? 

A.  They  were  Acadians. 

Q.  How  do  thofe  inhabitants  earn  their  living. 

A.  By  the  Cod  Fishery,  and  in  the  Spring  fome  of  them  go  in 
purfuit  of  Seals.     Formerly  the  Sea  Cow  abounded,  but  that  has 
been  over  for  25  years. 
-    Q.  How  did  Sir  Ifaac  Coffin  gain  poitefllon  of  those  Iflands  ? 

A.  By  grant.  I  have  seen  the  instrument  myfelf,  which  was  ex- 
ecuted I  believe  by  Lord  Dorchester  in  the  year  1798. 

Q.  Did  Sir  Ifaac  know  thofe  Iflands  were  fettled  ? 

A,  He  knew  it,  for  before  he  took  pofseflion  he  fent  Agents 
thither  to  afcertain  the  matter. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  Sir  Ifaac  has  caufed  to  be  paid  or 
has  exacted  rents  from  perfons  who  were  in  pofseflion  of  lands  on 
the  faid  Iflands  after  he  obtained  pofl!eflion  of  them  ? 

A.  Yes,  he  has  demanded  fix  dollars  or  two  hundred  weight  of 
Cod  Fifli  from  every  head  of  a  Family  annually,  from  the  moment 
of  his  taking  pofleflion.  Some  of  them  have  paid,  but  others  be- 
ing too  poor,  have  been  unable  to  pay,  and  he  has  threatened  to 
profecute  th  but  has  not  hitherto  done  fo.  The  inhabitants 
df  thefe  Iflanas  have  demanded  that  poflTeflion  of  their  Fiflbing 
ground,  and  other  ground  be  given  them,  which  he  has  always  re- 
fufed.  The  inhabitants  of  thofe  Iflands  are  very  poor,  being 
obliged  to  fubfist  wholly  by  Fishing,  the  foil  producing  nothing 
in  many  places,  not  even  potatoes.  There  are  ufually  two  Ship- 
wrecks everf  year,  more  or  iefs,  and  the  perfons  ihipwrecked  are 


at  the  mercy  of  the  inhabitants,  who,  although  poor,  share  their 
fmall  ftock  of  provifions  with  thofe  unhappy  perfons.  To  my 
knowledge  almoft  every  inhabitant  has  had  as  many  as  two  or 
three  fhipwrecked  perfons  to  fupport  for  fix  months  and  Tome- 
times  longer,  there  being  no  intercourf"  with  the  rest  of  the  world 
during  the  winter  months.  I  think  thefe  people  ought  rather 
to  be  encouraged,  than  difcouraged  as  they  are  by  the  impofition 
of  Rents,  in  confideration  of  the  great  fervices  which  they  render, 
as  without  their  ailiftance  almoft  all  the  shipwrecked  perfons  who 
are  caft  upon  thofe  Isles  would  perifh.  It  would  be  necefiary  to 
eftabliih  Stores  of  Provifions  to  have  recourfe  to  in  cafe  of  need, 
as  the  Islands  produce  abfolutely  nothing. 
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Andre  Tfonhahiflan,  fecond  Chief  of  the  Lorette  Indians,  ap- 
peared before  your  Committee,  and  made  anfwer  as  follows  to 
the  queftions  put  to  him. 

Q.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  lands  on  the  further  fitle  of 
the  River  Jacques  Cartier,  north-eaft  of  the  Seigniory  of  Fauf- 
fembault  ?     Of  what  quality  are  they  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  know  thofe  lands.  They  are  fufceptible  of  cultiva- 
tion as  far  as  the  River  aux  Pins,  and  even  for  fome  diftance  along 
that  River.  A  Concefiion  might  be  made  on  each  fide  of  that 
River. 

Q.  Where  does  the  River  aux  Pins  rife,  and  what  is  its  direc- 
tion ? 

A.  It  flows  out  of  Lake  Cutiatendi,  in  a  foutherly  courfe  until 
it  empties  itfelf  in  Lake  Ontarietfi,  which  has  an  outlet  leading 
into  the  River  Jacques  Cartier. 

Q.  What  is  the  breadth  of  the  River  aux  Pins  ? 
A.  It*s  mean  breadth  is  one  perch  or  thereabouts. 
Q.  You  hunt  in  thofe  parts.     Wha       vour  Game,  and  how 
long  does  your  hunting  feafon  last  ? 

A.  We  hunt  as  far  as  the  fources  of  the  River "^  -ie.  Anne  and 
Batifcan.  We  take  Beaver,  Otter,  Martin,  yet  thofe  anim.i's 
are  lefs  numerous  than  formerly.  Our  Hunting  Sealbn  begins 
about  the  Twenty-fifth  of  March,  and  towards  the  end  of  May 
we  return.  Some  Hunters  begin  about  Michaelmas  and  return 
when  the  Rivers  are  frozen. 

Q.  What  kinds  of  Timber  are  there  on  the  grounds  you  fo  hunt 
upon  ? 

A.  Black  Spruce  and  Fir,  The  only  Trees  there  having  broad 
Leaves  are  the  White  Birch  and  Service  Tree.  The  Counti )  is 
very  mountainous. 

Q.  What  Lakes  are  there  in  thofe  parts  ? 
A.  A  great  number,  large  and  fmall.  They  contain  Trout  and 
White-Fish,  g 
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Q.  What  Rivers  are  there  ? 

A.  The  River  that  is  met  first  is  the  River  Sainte  Anne,  the 
next  is  the  Batiscan,  and  their  feveral  branches. 

Q.  Are  there  any  Ravine^,  and  how  do  you  crofs  them  ?  j 

A.  There  are  feveral.  When  they  are  not  two  wide  we  croft 
them  on  a  tree  which  we  fell  for  the  purpofe,  when  they  are  too 
wide  to  be  pafTed  ir  that  manner,  we  ufe  fmall  rafts. 

Q.  Of  what  quality  are  the  lands  in  the  Seigniory  of  Saint  Ga- 
briel, on  the  further  fide  of  the  River  Jacques  Cartier  ? 

A.  The  lands  on  the  further  fide  of  the  River  Jacques  Cartier, 
within  the  Seigniory  of  Saint  Gabriel  are  mountainous.  Some 
Settlements  might  neverthelefs  be  made  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Lake  Tsonnontouan,  where  there  is  good  hard  wood. 

Q.  Would  it  be  practicable  to  make  a  road  through  the  gorges 
of  Mount  Tfonnontouan  to  the  River  aux  Pins  ? 

A.  Yes,  a  Road  might  be  made  there,  but  it  would  be  necefsary 
to  remove  a  large  quantity  of  Stone. 

Q  Where  do  the  Rivers  Jacques  Cartier,  Ste.  Anne  and  Ba- 
tiscan  rife  ? 

A.  The  River  Jacques  Cartier  runs  out  of  a  Lake  in  rear  of  the 
little  River  of  Malbaie.  The  River  Sainte  Anne  rifes  in  rear  of 
Beauport,  and  fo  does  the  River  Batifcan. ^^ 
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RESOLVES  OF  THE  COUNCIL.  A 

That  the  progrefs  of  population  iind  fettlement  in  this  Province 
under  the  Government  of  France^  whatever  the  caufe  or  caufes  of 
it  was  (low,  the  cultivated  parts  even  in  the  central  Diftricts  of 
Quebec,  Three-Rivers  and  Montreal,  being  to  this  day  confined 
to  the  banks  of  the  St.  Lawrence  and  the  mouths  of  the  navigable 
Streams  that  fall  into  it. 

That  the  Royal  Patents,  Grants  or  Conceflions  of  the  lands^ 
were  either  in  Seigniory  or  in  Roture }  the  latter  confifting  of 
Town-Lots,  Farms  or  (mail  tracts,  aud  the  Seigniories,  larger 
tra^s  of  various  dimenfions,  man  y  of  which  are  in  the  rear,  or  at 
a  few  leagues  from  the  convenience  of  water  carriage,  fUU  ia 
Foreft. 

That  the  French  King's  territorial  revenue  arofe  from  Quints  or 
alienation  fines  of  one  fifth  of  the  confideration  money  payable  by 
the  purchafer  of  the  lands  held  in  Seigniory  ;  and  of  Lods  v ': 
Ventes  of  one  twelfth  on  the  fale  of  lands  held  in  roture ;  thv 
lands  in  roture  ordinarily  paying  alfo  Cens  et  Rentes,  th^  Ccns 
being  one  Sol,  or  an  English  halfpennyfor  a  front  of  one  acre  or 
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180  French  feet,  and  the  Rente,  another  Sol  for  every  acre  of 
the  Conceffion,  with  a  bushel  of  Wheat  for  every  forty  acres, 
or  two  fat  Capons  of  the  value  of  twenty  fols. 

'  That  the  French  Crown  did  not  exaft  its  whole  dues,  but  re- 
mitted a  third  both  of  the  Quint  and  Lods  et  Ventes. 

That  t\\e  Seigniories  were  parcelled  out  into  Farms,  and  thefe 
conveyed  by  the  Seigniors  under  like  charges  of  Cens  et  Rentes, 
and  (ubjeft  to  Lods  et  Ventes,  except  where  a  large  parcel  had 
been  granted  in  arriere  Fief ;  on  the  fubfequent  transfers  whereof 
a  Quint  became  dup  to  the  Seignior  without  Cens  et  Rentes. 

That  all  the  grantees  as  well  of  the  Crown  as  of  the  Seigniors, 
had  permanent  £|l?.tCiS,  under  an  habendum  to  them,  their  Heirs, 
and  Afligns. 

That  according  to  the  Receiver-General's  accounts,  the  Terri- 
torial Revenue  for  the  thirteen  years  from  1st  May  1775,  to  the 
1st  May  1788,  (comprehending  arrears,)  was  in  actual  receipt  ac 
the  Treafury,  not  equal  to  Ten  Thoufand  pounds  fterling. 

The  Lods  et  Ventes  being  but  jfiiSS  •     9     5J 

The  Quints,  SUB     1     4- J 

The  Balance  of  R.oyal  Rents  from  all  the  King's 

own  Seigniories^  SoreJ  excc^  ted,  4554     7     5f 
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Which  together  with  certain  Duties  of  Cuftoms  fixed  by  AOi 
of  Parliament,  is  by  th^  Royal  grace  given  to  the  Province  to- 
wards the  fupport  of  its  Government. 

That  in  exploring  the  caufes  of  the  tardy  progreflion  of  the  po- 
pulation of  the  Colony  undc*  the  Government  of  France,  there 
feems  to  be  little  or  no  ground  for  afcribing  it  to  the  non-compli- 
ance of  the  Seigniors  with  the  conditions  for  cultivation  exprefled 
in  their  Patents  or  Grants ;  the  inilances  of  profecutions  for  ta- 
king an  advantage  of  thofe  conditions,  and  returning  their  Sei- 
gniories to  the  Royal  Domain,  being  rare,  and  the  Seigniorial 
Ceniitaires  fo  much  more  numerous  than  the  King's,  that  the  for- 
mer, or  the  inhabitants  of  the  Seigniories,  at  all  times  did,  and  do 
now,  conftitute  the  main  body  of  the  Landholders  of  the  Country, 

That  the  Feudal  Syftem,  it  that  was  amongst  the  caufes  of  the 
non-fettlement  and  proportionable  debility  of  the  French  Colony, 
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operating  to  a  difcouragement  of  the  Royal  Grants,  as  well  as  the 
Grants  of  the  Subjeft,  there  can  be  no  ground  for  holding  the 
Grantees  to  a  rigorous  performance  of  the  conditions  of  their 
Grants. 

That  it  was  among  the  main  caufes  of  that  low  condition  in 
which  Canada  was  found  at  the  British  Conquest,  is  deducible 
from  the  probability^  that  many  thoufands  of  Families  had  found 
their  account  in  emigrating  from  the  exuberant  population  of  the 
Kingdom  of  France,  if  the  Government  had  given  their  lands 
here  upon  eafy  terms,  and  efpecially  in  the  fertile  Regions  and 
moderate  climates,  on  the  Banks  of  the  Rivers  and  Lakes  in  the 
fouth  and  fouth-weft. 

That  the  difcouragement  of  that  fyftem  to  the  fettlemcnt  of  the 
old  French  Grants,  muft  in  future  greatly  increafe ;  the  popula- 
tion depending  now  upon  the  introdu^on  of  Britifh  fubjects, 
who  are  known  to  be  all  averfe  to  any  but  Englifh  Tenures ;  and 
the  Canadian  Seigniors  of  courfe  be  left  without  a  hope  of  mul- 
tiplying their  Cenfitaircs,  except  from  the  predilection  of  the  def« 
cendants  of  the  French  Planters,  to  ufages  no  longer  prompt- 
ed by  intereft,  nor  recommended  by  example. 

That  the  grant  of  the  "Wafte  Lands  of  the  Crown  in  (ree  and 
common  foccage,  is  eiTential  to  the  growth,  Arength,  defence  and 
fafety  of  the  Province. 

That  unlefs  the  old  French  Seigniories  can  be  fettled  upon 
terms  as  advantageous  to  the  Hufbandman  as  the  lands  of  the 
Crown,  their  land  market  muft  be  at  a  ftand,  to  the  detriment  of 
the  Proprietors,  until  the  cultivation  of  the  wafte  lands  of  the 
Crown  is  damped  by  their  remotenefs  from  all  water  carriage,  and 
the  conveniences  and  benefits  of  commerce. 

That  with  the  advantage  of  a  vicinity  to  the  Navigable  waters, 
and  a  converfion  of  the  tenures,  the  Seigniories  will  probably  be 
the  first  to  be  fully  cultivated,  and  with  an  increafe  of  profit  to 
the  proprietors,  under  that,  ample  dominion  which  they  will  then 
enjoy  over  their  lands,  for  fettling  them  upon  fuch  terms  as  them- 
felves  may  concert,  to  form  a  populous  tenantry,  and  lay  a  founda- 
tion in  property  for  that  perpetuity  of  their  names  and  families, 
which  a  wife  and  well  balanced  Government  will  be  inclined  to 
encourage  and  fupport. 

That  the  King's  Roturier  Tenants  cannot  fail  to  wifh  for  a  con- 
verfion and  difcharge  from  the  Cens,  Rentes,  and  Lods  et  Ventes, 
and  all  the  other  feudal  burthens  connected  with  the  Tenure  under 
which  they  now  bold. 

That  the  motives  of  interefl:  will  naturally  make  it  the  de- 
fire  alfo  of  every  Seigniorial  Cenfitaire,  to  fland  upon  the  fame 
free  foundatipn  of  exemptiQn  wi^  tlie  ptfier  l^ndliQl^ers  of  the 
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Colony  }  but  as  this  commutation  for  a  difcharge  of  the  rents  and 
dues  to  the  Landlords,  muft  neceflarily  depend  upon  private  con- 
ventions between  them  and  their  Tenants,  and  involving  conflde- 
rations,  out  of  the  contemplation  of  any  but  the  parties  reciprocal- 
ly interefted,  their  cafes  cannot  be  the  objects  of  fpecial  and 
particular  Legiflative  provifion  j  perhaps  the  fureft  means  of  fe- 
curing  to  the  Tenant  a  fair  compact,  will  be  to  hold  the  Lord  to 
his  dues  to  the  Crown,  until  he  has  difcharged  his  Tenants  from 
the  feudal  incumbrances  in  his  own  favour. 

That  the  Prerogative  is  competent  to  put  the  wafte  Lands  of 
the  Crown  under  a  Soccage  Tenure.  B'  ^he  Legiflative  interpofi- 
tion  is  neceflary  to  make  that  Tenure  un^verfal. 

That  if  this  is  to  be  the  work,  not  of  Parliament,  but  of  the 
Colony  Legiflature,  the  Royal  inftructions  given  for  the  greater 
fecurity  of  the  property  of  the  fubjeft,  will  require  an  Act  with 
a  probationary  or  fufpending  ciaufe,  until  His  Majefty's  approba- 
tion can  be  obtained. 

That  an  abfolute  and  univerfal  Commutation  of  the  ancient 
Tenures,  though  for  the  better,  would  be  a  meafure  of  doubtful 
policy  ;  but  that  no  fubftantial  objeftion  occurs  againft  giving  fuch 
individuals  that  benefit  as  defire  it ;  and  efpecially  to  Tlich  of  the 
Seigniors  whofe  Tenants  or  CenHtaires  fhall  conceive  it  to  be  for 
their  own,  as  well  as  for  the  interefl  and  benefit  of  their  Land- 
lords ;  and  may  therefore  fignify  their  consent  to  the  change. 

That  the  ends  may  be  accomplifhed  by  a  Law  with  claufes  to 
the  following  tenor  or  import : — 

Be  it  ena^ed  &c. 

That  if  any  person  or  perfons  holding  Lands  in  the  Province  of 
Quebec  in  Fief  and  Seigniory  immediately  of  the  Crown,  and  ha- 
ving authority  to  alienate  the  fam^,  fhall  at  any  time  after  the 
commencement  of  this  Afl,  furrender  the  fame  into  the  hands  of 
His  Majefly,  his  Heirs  or  SuccefTors,  by  Petition  to  the  Governor 
or  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  faid  Province  for  the  time  being, 
fetting  forth  that  he,  fhe  or  they,  is,  or  are  defirous  of  holding 
the  fame  in  Free  and  Common  Soccage,  fuch  Governor  or  Com- 
mander in  Chief  for  the  time  being,  fhall  caufe  a  frefh  grant  to  be 
made  to  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  of  fuch  lands  to  be  holden  in  Free 
and  Common  Soccage.  And  every  fuch  change  of  Tenure  fhall 
work  the  abfolute  extinguifliment  of  all  mutation  fines,  burthens 
and  incumbrances  within  the  tract  fo  furrendered  and  regranted, 
to  which  the  fame  or  any  part  thereof  would  or  might  have  been 
liable  under  the  laws  and  cufloms  concerning  lands  held  in  Fief 
and  Seigniory,  or  in  any  other  manner  than  in  Free  and  Common 
Soccagu. 

Provided  neverthelefs,  and  be  it  alfo  ena^led^  that  fuch  furren- 
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der  and  re-grant  fhall  not  avoid  or  bar  any  right  to  any  fuch  lands 
fo  furrendered,  or  any  intcrefl  in  the  same,  to  which  any  other 
than  the  perfon  or  perlbns  furrendering  the  fame,  fliall  Ivave  been 
entitled  either  in  poiTeillon,  remainder  or  reverfion,  or  otherwile  i 
but  that  every  fuch  right  and  title  shall  be  as  valid  as  if  fuch  fur- 
render  and  re-grant  had  never  been  made. 

And  provided  alio,  and  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforefaid, 
as  to  all  fuch  Lands  as  are  held  of  the  Crown  in  Roturc  in  the  faid 
Province^  the  fame  shall  be  deemed  and  adjudged  to  be  held  in 
Free  and  Common  Soccage,  from  the  time  it  shall  pleafe  His  Ma- 
jerty,  by  any  indrunient  to  be  iflued  under  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
faid  Province,  to  declare  the  difcharge  of  all  Cens  et  Rentes  and 
Mutation  fines  due  to  the  Crown  thereon. 

'  And  provided  alfo,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  that  nothing  in 
this  Act  contained  ihall  be  of  force  until  His  Majefly  ihall  have 
fignified  his  Royal  A£ent  to  or  allowance  of  the  fame. 

And  to  provide  for  the  cafe  when  it  may  happen,  that  the 
Seignior  may  be  defirous  of  the  converAon  of  the  Tenure  of  the 
Seigniory  and  fome  of  the  VaiTals  or  Ceniitaires  of  it,  diflnclined 
to  the  change  ; 

Be  it  alio  enacted  by  the  fame  inuthority,  that  in  every  fuch 
cafe  the  Petition  for  a  Surrender,  as  well  as  the  Patent  for  the 
re-igrant  thereof,  shall  exprefs  and  defcribe  with  competent  cer- 
tainty, the  fituatton  and  real  contents  of  the  Lands  and  Eftates 
of  all  that  are  fo  difinclined  to  a  change  of  Tenure  :  and  thofe 
parcels,  shall  be  excepted  out  of  the  iaid  re-grant,  and  remain  in 
all  refpects  as  if  fuch  re-grant  had  never  been  made.  But  that 
from  and  after  fuch  re-grant,  one  fifth  part  of  all  fuch  Lods  et 
Ventes  or  Mutation  Fines,  to  accrue  on  the  alienation  of  such 
excepted  parcels,  shall  be  paid  by  the  Proprietor  or  Proprietors 
of  the  Seigniory,  for  the  ufe  of  His  MajefVy,  his  heirs,  or  fuc- 
cefibrs  i  and  shall  and  may  be  fecured  by  proper  claufes  and  pro- 
Tifoes,  to  be  exprefTed  in  fuch  Patent  of  re-granf. 

-OK  DISSENT. 

Mr.  Mabane's  reafons  of  difTent  from  the  Refolutlons  and  Mo- 
tion of  the  Chief  J*iflice  adopted  by  the  Committee. 

Becaufe  the  Refolucions  moved  for  do  not  appear  to  apply  to 
the  object  of  the  reference. 

Becaufe  it  appears  that  the  flow  progrefs  of  population  and  fet- 
tlement  under  the  Government  of  France,  cannot  be  afcribed  to 
any  inherent  vice  in  the-  feveral  Tenures  under  which  Lands  are 
held  in  the  Colony,  that  it  arofe  from  the  difHculties  which  the 
£rfl  fettlers  found  in  contending  with  the  fierce  and  Savage  Na- 
tions which  furrounded  them^  from  their  frequent  wars  with  the 
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Itritisli  Colonics,  arid  above  all,  from  liiejr  repeated  expedlildrt* 
im  the  upper  countries  and  toward  the  Ohio,  in  which  the  ambi^ 
tious  policy  of  France  had  forced  them  to  engage. 

fiecaufe  it  appears  evident  from  the  rapid  and  almod  unexam' 
pled  progrefs  of  popniation  in  the  Province  (from  its  own  refour-^ 
ces)  being  from  65,000  fouls  in  rhe  year  1766,  lo  about  120,000' 
in  ITS*,  and  who  are  now  chiefly  employed  in  Agriculture,  that' 
the  prefent  Tenures  are  not  inimical  to  population  and  fcttlemenc 
of  the  Coiohy. 

Bccaufe  the  King's  Rights  in  the  ancient  Tetlures  ot  the 
country  being  expreibly  referved  in  the  Act  of  the  Hth  of  th<J 
King,  and  by  His  Majefty's  gracious  bounty  appropriated  to  de- 
fray the  expenfes  of  Civil  Govern mfnt,  ought  not  to  be  relin* 
quiflied  oriacriHced  without  an  equivalent  compenfation. 

Becaufe  however  unproductive  the  Territorial  Revenue  may 
have  hitherto  been  from  the  indulgence  or  fupinencfs  of  Govern- 
ment, no  judgment  can  be  formed  from  the  fums  actually  col- 
lected,  of  the  Revenue  that  may  hereafter  arife  therefrom,  which 
itluil  incfeafe  in  proportion  to  the  Population  and  Commerce  of 
the  Province. 

Becaufe  the  pfedtlection  of  the  native  inhabitants  of  the  Pro- 
vince to  their  ancient  Tenures  and  laWs,  ought  not  to  be  interfe" 
red  with  unlefs  by  their  owh  confent,  and  on  the  ftrongeft  and 
cleareft  grounds  of  public  utility.  ^ 

Becaufe  the  alterations  propofed  by  the  Refolutions  or  any  other 
Converfion  of  Tenure  tending  to  give  the  Seignior  a  more  abfo- 
lute  and  unconditional  poflTeflion  of  tlie  Fief  would  not  only  be  a 
facrifice  of  the  King's  Rights,  but  would  defeat  the  wife   intenti-^ 
ons  and  beneficent  effects  of  the  Arrets  of  171 1  and  1732,  and 
the  declaration   of  1743,  by  which  the  Seignior  is  obliged  to 
grant   to  fuch   perfons  as  will  apply  for  them  for  the  purpofe  of 
improvement,  Lands  in  Conceflion  fubject  only  to  the  accuftomed 
and  ftipulated  Rents  and  dues,  and  upon  his  non-cdtnpliance   the 
Governor  is  authorized  on  tiic  part  of  the  Crown  and  for  the  be- 
nefit thereofi  to  the  exdufion  of  the  Seignior  for  eVer,  to  con- 
cede or  grant  the  Lands  fo   applied   for      By  the  fame  law  the 
Seigniors  are  forbid  under  pain  of  nullity  and  a  reunion  to  the 
Crown  of  the  Land  attempted  to  be  fold,  to  fell  any  part  of  their 
unimproved  Lands  or  en  bois  debuut,  diipofitions   of  law  highly 
favourable  to  the  improvement  of  the  Colony,  and  which  fecure  to 
the  Children  of  the  Cenfitaires  or  others  the  means  of  fettlcment 
and  of  employing  their  induftry  in  cultivation  on  fixed  and  mode- 
rate terms,  whereas  if  the  converfion  of  the  Seigniories  into  Free 
and  Common  Soccage  ftiould  take  place,  the  children  of  the  pre- 
sent inhabitants  of  the  Country  and  all  others  defirous  to  fettle 
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thereon  would  be  left  entirely  fubje^t  to  the  arbitrary  exa^ions  of 
the  Seigniors  to  their  infinite  prejudice  and  the  manifest  detriment 
of  the  country's  improvement. 

Becaufe  it  appears  that  the  fervices  or  burthens  to  which  the  Cen- 
iitaires  under  conceflions  from  Seigniors  are  fubje^i  are  few, 
clearly  underdood  and  afcertained  and  are  by  no  means  onerous  or 
opprellive. 

J.  WILLIAMS,  C.  L.  C. 


(D.  ) 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

Friday,  4th  March,  1791. 
Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  moved,  "  That  His  Majesty's  Message  concTiiing 
**  the  new  constitution  for  Quebec  might  be  read.'' 
It  was  read  accordingly. 

GEORGE  R. 

His  Majesty  thinks  it  proper  to  acquaint  the  House  of  Commons  that 
it  appears  to  His  Majesty,  that  it  would  be  for  the  benefit  of  His  Ma- 
jesty's subjects  in  his  Province  of  Quebec,  that  the  same  should  be  divi- 
ded  into  two  separate  Provinces,  to  be  called  the  Province  of  Upper-Ca- 
T^ada  and  the  Province  of  Lower  Canada  ;  and  that  it  is  accordingly  His 
Majesty's  intention  so  to  divide  the  same,  whenever  His  Majesty  bhall  be 
enabled  by  Act  of  Parliament  to  establish  the  necessary  regulations  fur 
the  government  of  the  said  Provinces.  His  Majesty  therefore  recom- 
mends this  object  to  the  consideration  of  this  House. 

His  Majesty  also  recommends  to  this  House  to  consider  of  such  provi- 
sions as  may  be  necessary  to  enable  His  Majesty  to  make  a  permanent  ap' 
propriation  of  lands  in  the  said  Provinces,  for  the  iiupport  and  maintenance 
of  a  Protestant  Clergy  within  the  same  in  proportion  to  such  lands  as  have 
been  already  granted  within  the  same  by  His  Majesty  ;  and  it  is  His  Ma- 
jesty's desire  that  such  provision  may  be  made,  with  respect  to  all  future 
grants  of  land  within  the  said  Provinnce  respectively,  as  may  best  con- 
duce to  the  same  object,  in  proportion  to  such  increase  as  may  happen  in 
the  population  and  cultivation  of  the  said  Provinces  ;  and  for  this  pur- 
pose His  Majesty  consents  that  such  provisions  or  regulations  may 
be  made  by  this  House  respecting  all  future  grants  of  land  to  be 
made  by  His  Majesty  within  the  said  Provinces,  as  this  House  shall  think 
fit.  G.  R. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  then  moved,  "  that  the  act  of  the  I4th  of  His 
'*  Majesty  respecting  the  said  Province  be  read,"  and  the  title  being 
read  pro  formdf  he  observed  that  the  purport  of  his  motion  was  to  repeal 
part  of  the  above  act,  and  to  introduce  new  regulations  for  the  future 
government  of  the  said  Province.  Feeling  the  importance  of  the  subject, 
he  should  have  been  desirous  of  stating  fully  to  the  House  the  grounds  and 
the  principles  on  which  he  meant  to  proceed  in  forming  a  constitution  for 
a  valuable  appendage  to  the  British  dominions,  which,  he  trusted  would 
contribute  to  its  future  prosperity  ;  but  as  it  was  not  likely  that  any  op- 
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position  would  arUc  against  bringing  in  a  Bill  for  this  purpose,  and  ai  ex- 
planation would  come  with  more  propriety  wlion  tl>e  Dill  was  before  flic 
House,  he  should  state  only  in  u  lew  words  the  nntlincs  of  the  plan,  un. 
less  questions  were  asked  or  explanations  demanded  in  the  first  instance. 
The  Bill  which  he  meant  to  propose  was  founded,  in  the  Brat  place,  on 
the  recommendation  contained  in  His  Majesty's  Mfssage  to  divide  the 
Vrovincc  into  two  governments.  This  division  it  is  honed  would  put  an 
end  to  the  competition  between  the  old  French  inhabitants  and  the  nrvv 
settlers  from  Britain  or  British  Colonies,  which  had  occasioned  the  dis- 
putes and  uncertainty  respecting  law,  and  other  disputes  of  less  impor. 
tance,  by  which  the  I'rovincc  had  been  so  long  distracted.  This  division 
ir  was  hoped,  could  be  made  in  such  a  manner  as  to  give  each  a  great  ma- 
jority in  the  own  particular  part,  althotigh  it  could  not  he  expected  to 
draw  a  line  of  complete  separation.  Any  inconveniences  to  be  appre- 
hended from  ancient  Canadians  being  included  into  one,  or  British  Set- 
tlers in  the  other,  would  be  cured  by  the  establishment  of  a  local  legiJa- 
ture  in  each. 

It  was  for  this  purpose  that  he  should  fnst  propose,  tn  imitation  of  the 
constitution  of  the  mother  country,  a  Council  and  House  of  Assembly 
for  each,  the  Assembly  to  be  constituted  in  the  usual  manner^  and  the 
Members  of  the  Council  to  be  Members  for  life  ;  reserving  power  to  His 
Majesty  to  annex  to  certain  honours  an  hereditary  right  of  sitting  in  the 
Council.  All  laws  and  ordinances  of  the  Province  were  to  remain  in 
force,  till  altered  by  this  new  Legislature.  They  would  consequently  i  e« 
tain  as  much  of  the  laws  of  England  aS  they  now  had  or  chose  to  keep, 
and  they  would  possess  the  means  of  introducing  as  much  more  as  they 
might  think  convenient.  The  Habeas  Corpus  Act  was  already  law  by 
an  ordinance  of  the  Province,  and  this  invahiable  right  was  to  be  conti- 
hued  as  a  fundamental  principle  of  the  constitution. 

These  were  the  most  important  points,  but  there  were  others  to  which 
the  attention  of  the  House  was  called  by  His  Majesty^  Message.  It  was 
meant  to  make  provision  for  a  Protestant  Clergy  in  both  divisions,  by  an 
allotment  of  lands  in  proportion  to  that  already  granted  ;  and  as  in  one 
of  them  the  majority  of  the  inhabitants  would  be  catholics,  it  was  meant 
to  provide  that  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  his  Majesty  in  future  to  assent 
to  grants  of  land  for  this  purpose,  under  the  sanction  of  the  Council  and 
Assembly  of  either  division,  without  first  submitting  them  to  the  British 
Parliament.  The  tenures  which  had  been  t1ie«ubject  of  dispute,  were  to  be 
settled  in  Lower-Canada,  by  the  local  legislature  ;  in  Upper-Canada  the 
settlers  being  chiefly  British,  or  British  Colonists,  the  tenures  were  to 
be  soccage  tenures ;  and,  in  order  to  prevent  any  such  dispute  as  bad 
been  the  cause  of  separating  the  thirteen  Slates  from  the  mother  country, 
it  was  provided  that  the  British  Parliament  should  impose  no  taxes  but 
•uch  as  were  necessary  for  the  regulation  of  trade  and  commr.rcc  ;  and  to 
guard  against  the  abuse  of  this  power,  such  taxes  were  to  be  levied  and 
to  be  disposed  by  the  Legislature  of  each  division.  As  the  constitution 
which  he  had  thus  briefly  opened,  could  not  be  in  a  state  of  activity  for 
•ome  time.  His  Majesty  was  to  be  empowered  to  make  temporary  regula- 
tions to  be  in  force  for  six  months  after  the  establishment  of^lhe  new 
Constitution.  |i 
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Mr.  Fox  declared  it  impoasiblc  to  express  an  entire  approbation  era 
disapprobation  of  a  Bill  which  the  House  had  not  yet  seen  ;  but  he  did 
not  hesitate  to  say,  that  if  a  local  Legislature  was  liberally  fornned,  that 
circumstance  would  incline  him  much  to  overlook  defects  in  the  othc  r  re- 
gulations, because  he  wan  convinced  that  the  only  means  of  retaining  dis- 
tant ColonicH  with  advantage,  was  to  enable  them  to  govern  themselves. 

Ordehed,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  repeal  certain 
provisions  of  the  Act  of  the  ll-th  of  His  Majesty,  respecting  the  Go* 
vernmcnt  of  Canada,  and  to  make  other  provisions,  Sec. 

OBSERVATIONS 
On   the  Report  rcfpecting  a  change   in  the   Tenures  of   this 

Province. 

The  Order  of  Reference  of  the  25th  Auguft  1 790,  requires  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  Council,  to  make  an  exact  report  of  the 
advantages  or  difadvantages  of  the  tenures  in  free  and  common  foe- 
cage,  and  of  the  present  tenures  of  the  Province  of  different  de- 
nominations }  taking  into  coniideration  the  intereft  of  the  public 
as  well  as  of  individuals,  i  he  Committee  in  this  Report  are  char- 
ged to  pay  attention  to  the  nature  and  efFcfls  of  divers  Clauses  In- 
ferted  in  the  Stat.  1 2  of  Charles  2d,  Chap.  24th.  They  are,  at  the 
fame  time,  enjoined  to  give  the  Honourable  Charles  De  Lanau- 
dicre  the  liberty  of  being  heard  on  the  Petition  for  changing  the 
tenure  of  his  Eflates  into  that  of  Free  and  Common  Soccage. 
Finally,  the  Committee  are  authorized  to  requefl:  the  opinion  of 
the  Attorney  and  Solicitor-General,  if  they  (hall  think  it  neceflary. 

The  wiiUom  of  the  Right  Honourable  Guy  Lord  Dorchefter, 
manifefls  itfelf  in  this  order  ;  it  difcovers  zeal  for  the  public  good, 
as  well  as  for  the  interefls  of  individuals  j  it  deferves  the  praife 
and  gratitude  of  all. 

The  Honourable  Members  of  the  Council  received  the  anfwers 
of  the  Solicitor-General,  dated  5th  October,  1790,  to  questions 
that  had  been  propofed  to  him.  We  do  not  learn  from  the  ex- 
tract of  the  proceedings,  that  the  Honourable  Charles  De  Lanau- 
diere  has  been  heard  on  his  requeft  i  but  we  read  his  replies  to  fe- 
veral  of  the  queftions  propofed  to  the  Solicitor-General. 

What  diAinguishes  the  English  from  all  other  people,  is  their 
advantage  of  living  under  a  Government  that  joins  to  the  real  de- 
fire  of  procuring  the  good  of  itsibbjects,  a  generous  invitation  to 
all  to  communicate  their  reflections  tendmg  to  this  object.  This 
happinefs,  this  advantage  is  ours.  The  order  of  His  Excellency, 
for  printing  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee,  and  the  permifiion 
of  making  them  public,  is  a  fure  guarantee  of  it  to  us.  His  Ex- 
cellency therefore  wishes  to  give  to  tenants  of  every  denomination, 
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the  means  of  reflecting  on  the  propofed  ch;inge  ;  and  to  their  rc- 
prefuntations,  if  they  have  any  to  make,  a  liberty  of  ucccf^  not 
inferior  to  the  tenures  he  offers. 

If  in  thcfe  obfervations  any  thing  oflfenfive  should  nppcar,  I  pro* 
ted  that  it  is  not  in  my  intention  }  and  that  the  sphere  of  my  in- 
telligence has  been  too  confined  to  perceive  it.  I  love  my  oun- 
trymen,  I  love  the  public  good,  and  thank  heaven  fur  the  advan- 
tages  of  the  Government  with  which  we  arc  favoured. 

In  the  Report  of  the  Solicilo.-General  are  found  very  judicious 
details,  and  a  love  of  truth  and  of  juilice  that  merits  the  applaufc 
and  acknowledgements  of  every  good  Patriot.  The  Translation 
not  being  very  exact,  (a)  recourlc  muft  be  had  to  the  Englifli. 
Two  things  however  muft  be  remarked,  Ist.  page  15,  the  Servi- 
tude of  hiiHUfi/ilt  is  not  a  confequence  of  the  fiction  of  the  feudal  te- 
nures. In  effect,  of  300  Cuftomsdigefted  in  France,  all  under  the 
Feudal  fyftem,  there  are  fcarcely  30  that  admit  the  banualiU.  See 
Dictionnairc  de  Droit  de  Ferriere,  verbo  hatmaWL  It  is  not  even  a 
Seigniorial  right,  fays  Brodeau  on  the  Cuftom,  Art.  7 1  This  ar- 
ticle itfelf  fays  it  clearly  in  the  following  terms,  *«  No  Seignior  can 
"  conftrain  his  Vaflals  to  go  to  the  oven  or  mill  that  he  may  pre- 
«  tend  to  be  bannal,  unlefs  he  has  a  valid  title." 

This  fervitude  takes  place  in  the  Province,  in  virtue  of  an  Ar- 
Hi  of  the  Council  of  State,  of  the  4th  June  1686,  pafled  at  Ver- 
failles,  and  regiftered  at  Quebec  by  A'i'ri,l  of  the  Superior  Coun- 
cil of  the  23d  October  of  the  fame  year  ;  and  again  further  in 
virtue  of  the  claufe  inferted  in  all  the  contracts  of  Conceflion. 
Wherefore  this  right  of  bannaldt  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  na- 
ture of  the  prefent  tenures.  2d.  page  1 8,  It  is  not  pofllble  that 
the  prefent  fyftem  of  tenures  can  be  a  bar  to  the  fettlement  of 
lands  not  yet  granted,  becaufe  this  kind  of  tenure  is  much  lefs 
burthenfome  than  the  Soccage,  fuch  as  it  is  in  England.  This 
will  by  and  by  be  fhewn. 

The  replies  of  the  Honourable  Charles  De  Lanaudicre,  Esqr, 
do  not  appear  by  much  to  be  either  fo  juft  or  true. 

In  the  anfwer  to  the  fourth  and  fifth  queftions,  he  places  among 
the  number  of  burthens  the  retrait  feodal  and  lignager  which  are 
the  advantages  of  the  Conceffions  in  fief.  He  renders  all  pofTes- 
sions  of  fiefs  and  arricre-fiefs  by  whatever  title,  liable  to  Military 
Service  }  but  it  will  be  shewn  that  Ecclefiaftics  and  Citizens  of  a 
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(a)  This  Translation,  every  where,  where  there  is  any  question  of  Lods  ct  Ventes, 
makes  use  of  the  odious  term  Amende,  though  the  Engish  word  "  Fines"  signifies  in 
that  case  debeurs  d' argent  ou  finante. 

In  page  16,  line  3,  there  is  a  phrase  without  any  meaning,  because  the  English  words 
of  title  moment  are  rendered  by  the  French  words  comme  settlement  pour  uninomentt 
(as  only  for  a  momcut)  instead  of  r<'gar(^07t^  cette  exemption  comnuid'unepetitcim* 
portance, 

h2 


I'  ■  I 


64. 

number  of  Cities  are  exempted  from  it.  He  punishes  with  for- 
ieiture  or  confifcation  the  illegal  dismemberment  of  a  Fief,  whilft 
the  cuftom  inflicts  no  punishment  for  fuch  dismemberment  •,  it  on- 
ly looks  upon  the  fale  as  not  being  made  with  refpect  to  the  Sei- 
gnior paramount,  (b)  In  fine  he  agreeably  aflfects  our  ears  with 
tlie  term  of  reJrainle  which  belongs  only  to  Chiromancy,  (c) 
With  refpect  to  Juftice,  he  says,  by  the  Ordinance  of  Roul^ 
fillon  in  1563,  Art.  27,  it  is  enacted  "  That  the  Kaucs  Jufticiers 
*♦  shall  be  purely  fubject  to  the  jurifdiction  of  the  Parliaments, 
**  and  according  to  the  ancient  ordinance,  shall  be  condemned 
'*  in  60  Livres  Parifis  for  tl^e  erroneous  judgmeni  of  j-.heir  Judges.'* 

In  thfc  iirst  place  there  is  no  Ordinance  of  Rouflillon  of  1  5689 
nor  do  we  know  of  any  Ordinance  at  all  of  Ronflillon  with  fo  ma- 
V.;  js  27  Articles  j  but  we  find  an  Edi<^  of  Paris,  of  the  incnth 
of  Vanuary    1563,    compofed  of  39  Articles,  of  which  the  27th 
sp'-aking  of  the  Hants  Jufticiers,  fays  «*  The  Hauls  Jufticiers  fub- 
•*  ject  purely  to  the  jurisdi(Stion  of  our  Parliaments,  shall  be  con- 
«  demned  according  to  the  ancient  Ordinance,  in  60  Livres   Pa- 
"  rifis,  for  the  erroneous  judgment  of  their  Judges,'"  by  which  it 
is  eafily  feeu  that  this  article  27,  is  the  fame  that  the  Honourable 
Member  cites  as  Article  27th  of  the  Ordinance  of  Ro  uifiUon,  in 
1563,  which  probably  never  exifted. 

There  is  a  pretty  senfible  difference  between  this  exprejUion  of 
ib'i  Ordinance,  "  |:h^  Hauts  Jufticiers  futject  purely  to  th  g  juris- 
«  diction  of  our  Parlian>ents  shall  be  condemned,"  and  thi^  other 
of  the  Honourable,  *»  the  Hauts  Jufticiers*  shall  be  purely  fu  bject 
to   the  Jurisdiction  of  our   Parliaments,  and  shall  be  conemne  d," 
which  is  abfolutely  false,  because  there  are  Hauts  Jufticiers  who  be- 
long limply  to  the  jurisdiction  of  Bailas  or  Royal  Prevots,  who  were 
condemned  to  only  60  Sols  Parifis  for  erroneous  judgment.  Bacquet 
Droit  de  Juftice,  Chap.  17.     But  it  is  no  longer  the  Hauts  Jufti- 
c;!crs  who  pay  the  fine  for  erroneous  Judgment,  it  is  the  parties 
appealing  in  the  fuit,  Conference  des  Ordonnances,  livre  7,  titre 
4,  paragraphe  4,  n  .te  3.     Thus,  in  the  four  last  lines  of  page  22, 
iaiere  i'   an  anach/onifm,  a  false  citation,  a  wrong  interpretation 
and  an  alteration  of  vhe  text- 

On  che  Page  23.  Since  when  has  Military  Service  been  a  charge 
inherent  in  and  inieparable  from  every  fpecies  of  Fief  ?  If  the  au- 
thor would  be  pleafed  to  give  fome  proofs  of  this,  he  would  oblige 
his  readers,  he  would  even  furprize  them. 

Read  Ferriere,  titre  des  Fiefs,  page  58,  Edition  of  1714.  Bac- 
quet, tr?ite  des  francs  fiefs.  Chap.  10,  No.  3,  the  Recueil  des  or- 


(b)  Article  51  of  the  Custom. 

(c)  The  art  of  divinu;  v,  by  inypccting  the  lines  of  the  hand,  which,  doubtkbS,  has  it 
great  deal  to  do  with  the  I-'cudai  System. 
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donnances  de  Rcbuffe,  rubrique  des  ?iefs  et  arricre-Fiefs  ;  and  it 
will  be  feen  that  the  Citizens  of  a  number  of  Cities  are  exempted. 
The  Ordinance  of  Francis  1st,  which  is  not  of  I74<0,  but  of 
the  19th  March  I  540,  at  Blois,  mnde  the  rule  of  Military  Service, 
with  refpect  to  the  revenues  of  the  Fiefs,  but  for  that  time. 

The  r^^7twfw«  of  Louis  XIII,  of  the  30th  July,  1635,  Article 
8,  exacts  a  revenue  of  1000  livres,  to  furnish  a  light  Horfe,  which 
was  exacted  by  that  of  Francis  1st,  for  a  revenue  of  300  or  4-00 
livres.  Ste  Ferrit^re,  titre  des  fiefs,  page  60.  The  Honourable  Mem- 
ber has  cited  this  re^lement  \  would  it  have  been  any  greater  trou- 
ble for  him  to  have  given  its  terms  ?  Finally,  the  Kings  of  France 
no  longer  exact  this  succour,  iince  they  have  landing  Armies. 
Dictionnaire  de  Droit,  verbo  ban. 

If  in  reporting  the  convocation  of  the  Ban,  &c.  by  Louis 
XIV,  of  the  11th  Auguft  1674,  tAe Noble  Ecuyerhzdi  not  omit- 
ted a  part  of  the  phral'e,  the  fense  would  not  have  been  chan- 
ged in  the  manner  that  it  appears  to  be.  The  following  are  the 
terms  of  that  Patent :  **  To  all  Noble  Kcui/crSy  Valsals,  and 
<«  others  holding  Fiefs  and  arrie  re-Fiefs,  fubject  to  our  ban  and 
•*  arridrc-ban,  all  excufes  being  fet  afide,  &c."  It  is  there  feen 
that  His  Majefty  exacts  from  all  thofe  who  are  subject  to  the  barit 
not  from  all  who  have  Fiefs,  as  the  Honourable  Ecuyer  infinuates, 
by  fupprefliing  the  words,  "  fubject  to  our  ban  and  arriere'barit* 
an  omiflion  that  fuppofes  no  great  fuccefs  in  feeking  the  truth. 

*«  The  Ecclefiaftics  are  to  contribute  a  year's  Revenue  of  their 
Fiefs,  or  fuch  other  contribution  as  His  Majefty  shall  settle,"  con- 
tinues our  author  :  though  Ferriere,  Dictionnaire  de  droit,  verbo 
haHi  fays  on  the  contrary,  «*  all  kinds  of  perfons  are  fubject  to  this 
««  tax  i  only  the  Ecclefiaftics  are  exempted,"  and  a  little  lower, 
*«  but  this  obligation  was  confined  to  the  laics,  in  favour  of 
«  Churchmen,  under  vhe  Pontificate  of  Pope  Zachariah,  at  the 
**  lolicitation  of  his  Legate  Boniface." 

Towards  the  end  of  his  replies  the  Honourable  Councillor  feems 
quite  to  lofe  fight  of  the  Cuftom  of  Paris,  1st.  The  term  of  dep/6 
drawn  from  fome  other  cuftom,  fuch  as  of  Anjou  or  of  Maine,  is 
abfclutely  unknown  to  this.  2d.  It  has  never  impofed  on  the  Cen- 
fitaires  the  fame  obligations  as  on  Vaflals.  3d.  It  does  not  admit 
in  the  bail  a  cem  either  fidelity,  acknowledgment,  or  retrait  li* 
gnao-cry  as  confequences  of  the  nature  of  the  faid  bail,  ^th.  It  ac- 
knowledges neidier  contradiction,  ingratitude,  or  injurious  Lan- 
guage, &c.  of  the  Cenfitaire.  5th,  In  it  the  Roturier  Inheritance 
cannot  become  forfeit.  As  to  the  examples  of  appearing  bare- 
headed in  Court  during  its  fitting,  if  true,  they  hate  never  been 
legal  or  univerfal.  They  are  not  known  in  Canada,  nor  is  it  pos- 
sible they  can  ever  be  introduced  here  while  the  prefent  tenures 
are  preierved.  -  ^    ^ 
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Such  are  the  reflections  that  naturally  prefent  themfelves,  oii 
the  anfwtns  of  the  Honourable  Charles  De  LanaudierC)  Efquire, 
without  their  caufing  the  least  forgetfulnefs  of  the  refpect  due  to 
his  perfon  and  character 

Of  all  the  L(  gifl.itors  who  have  preceded  the  prefent  age,  those 
have  been  the  vrifeft  who  have  come  neareft  to  an  eftablishment  of 
equality  among  the  fubjects.  The  wifest  of  all,  becaufe  he  had 
the  fpirit  of  God,  whom  we  adore,  was  Mof^s.  He  divided  the 
lands  amongft  the  Hebrews,  with  i'o  much  juftice  and  equality 
that  the  fnialleil  complaint  was  never  heard  But  it  would  have 
been  little  to  have  eftablished  this  equality  had  he  not  ufed  the 
means  of  maintaining  it.  To  fucceed,  he  rendered  thefe  lands, 
by  their  nature,  inalienable,  and  with  fo  much  wifdom.  that  this 
inalienability  conftantly  fnpported  itfelf  againft  the  efforts  of  ava- 
rice, which  generally  overturns  all  things. 

In  such  manner  that  if  anyone  had  alienated  his  estate  in  a  time  of  ca- 
lamity, he,  or  his  heirs  if  he  had  any,  recovered  his  property  the  year  of 
the  Jubilee.  Thus  every  fif  y  years,  the  ancient  disttibution  was  re-es- 
tablished, in  full  right.  He  did  more,  he  provided  in  euch  manner  for 
the  liberty  of  individual?,  that  if  any  one  had  trafficked  away  a  part  of 
his  p  operty,  he  recovered  it  at  that  epoch.  Thus  lust  Members  were 
restored  to  their  Country  ;  who  in  re-entering  into  the  possebsion  of  their 
lands,  recovered  the  title  of  citizens,  and  found  themselves  in  a  condition 
to  fulfil  the  functions  of  a  citizen.  Hence  among  them  were  never  known 
those  seditious  demands  of  new  Registers,  or  new  Partitions,  so  com- 
mon in  Greece,  any  more  than  those  Agrarian  Laws  so  often  asked  by 
the  Romans. 

If  it  was  at  present  a  question  of  a  new  establishment,  of  giving  a  form 
to  a  new  people,  a  more  excellent  model  could  not  be  proposed.  But 
the  present  question  is  only  of  procuring  advantages  to  a  people  already 
established  j  of  correcting  faults  in  the  culture  of  a  delicate  plant,  and 
not  of  rooting  it  up.  It  is  a  tree  of  which  the  trunk  must  be  preserved 
aiid  provision  made  for  extending  its  roots. 

It  h  a  tree  that  may  be  pruned,  but  care  must  be  taken  not  to  destroy 
it,  under  a  pretext  of  giving  more  vigour  to  the  roots  already  formed,  by 
depriving  them  of  the  means  of  spreading  and  dividing  themselves  into 
new  branches  by  removing  the  surrounding  earth.  This  is  what  must  ne- 
cessarily happen  if  the  present  tenures  be  abohshed  and  the  Soccage  sub- 
stituted in  th'rir  place,  without  obviating  two  principal  inconveniences  ; 
the  future  oppression  of  the  husbandman,  and  the  ruin  of  the  present 
Seigniors. 

In  fact  if  the  rights  of  Lods  et  Ventes  and  of  BannaUte  be  re- 
trenched without  a  compensation  vreighed  in  the  balance  of  Justice,  it 
(d)  will   be  lopping  off  the  head  of  this  tree  to  give  mote  vigour  to  the 

(d)  The  suppression  of  Bannnl  Mills,  it  is  to  be  feared,  might  be  prejudicial  to  indi- 
viduals ;  for  if  a  toll  be  not  fixed  for  grinding,  he,  whose  mill  might  be  most  advantage- 
ously situnted,  would  have  it  in  his  power  to  avail  himself  of  this  advantage,  to  vex  those 
who  might  be  obli<;ed  to  have  recourse  to  him,  in  the  too  frequent  unhappy  case  of  an 
nniversaldry  season. 
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roots.  The  Seigniors  must  perish  whilst  the  present  race  of  husbandmen 
would  reap  the  advantage.  But  on  the  other  hand,  if  the  future  Sei- 
/gniors  be  permitted  to  sell  their  lands  uncleared,  and  to  grant  leases  on 
such  conditions,  and  charged  with  such  services  as  they  please,  it  will  be 
taking  away  from  individuals  the  means  of  procuring  lands  for  their 
children;  whence  the  future  husbandman  would  be  exposed  to  oppres- 
sion. Thus  the  head  of  the  tree  being  lopped  off,  the  root  would  be 
seen  sensibly  to  wither  and  the  tree  would  perish.  Thus  to  a  happy  and 
truly  free  people,  would  succeed  a  people  of  slaves  and  wretches ;  a  peo- 
ple without  hope  of  procuring  themselves  a  decent  support,  and  conse- 
quently without  any  certain  means  of  educating  their  children,  by  conse- 
quence, without  morals  and  void  of  probity. 

This  has  not  escaped  the  vigilant  attention  of  the  Right  Honourable 
Lord  Dorchester,  in  the  order  of  reference.  His  views  are  to  establish 
in  the  Province,  the  kind  of  Tenures  the  best  calculated  to  insure  the 
progress  of  Agriculture,  to  render  the  people  happy,  to  attract  new  set- 
tlers and  procure  a  numerous  population.  Views  truly  wise,  and  worthy 
the  Representative  of  a  great  King.  Such  is  the  object  of  the  reference. 
To  attain  this  end  His  Excellency  wishes  the  Soccage  to  be  considered 
conformable  to  the  clauses  inserted  in  the  Statute  XII,  Charles  II,  Chap. 
24,  that  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  this  tenure,  may  be 
compared  with  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  the  present  tenures  j 
and  in  case  a  change  should  appear  to  be  advantageous,  the  mode  to  be 
chosen  of  doing  it,  without  prejudice  to  the  rights  of  individuals  and  the 
general  interests  of  the  Country  is  shewn.  Such  is  the  certain  route  mar- 
ked out  by  His  Excellency,  in  following  which  we  cannot  lun  any  risk 
of  error. 

The  Stat.    12th  Charles  II,  Chap  24,  retained  the  tenures  in  soccage, 
frank  almoigne,  petit  serjeanty,  the  honorary  services  of  Grand  Serjeanty, 
and  the   Copyhold,  or  Tenures  by  Copy  of  Court  Roll.     This  may  be 
seen  in  Blackstone,  Chap.  1,  of  the  modern  tenures. 

The  Soccage  in  its  most  ample  signification  (says  this  respectable  au- 
thor) seems  to  denote  a  tenure  by  any  certain  and  determinate  service. 
It  is  of  two  species:  the  Free  Soccage  of  which  the  services  are  ho- 
norable ;  and  the  Villein  Soccage,  of  which  the  services  though  certain 
are  of  abase  nature.  Such  as  hold  by  Honourable  services  are  called 
iiberi  soiemanni,  free  sokemen,  Freeholders,  according  to  Glauvil,  &c. 

The  grand  Criterion,  the  touchstone  by  which  to  distinguish  this  kind 
of  tenure,  is  by  its  services  being  certain  and  determinate  ;  such,  in  par- 
ticular are  the  petit  serjeanty,  tenure  in  burgage,  or  the  manner  in 
whic'.  boroughs  and  towns  hold  of  their  Lords,  and  gavelkind.  Thia 
is  confirmed  by  what  he  says  a  little  higher,  that  the  Military  Services, 
(as  escuage  itself)  while  they  remained  uncertain  were  equivalent  to 
Kiiight  Service  j  and  that  the  instant  they  were  rendered  certain,  they 
changed  both  their  nature  and  name,  and  were  called  Soccage  From 
whence  he  concludes,  it  is  the  determination  of  the  services  that  gives  the 
name  to  this  tenure. 

Nothing,  adds  he,  better  proves  a  great  liberality,  a  great  privilege  than 
the  certainty  of  the  nature  of  the  Services,  which  frees  the  icuani  from  the 
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obligation  of  obeying  vit'iout  delay  the  Caprice  of  a  Seignior,  wlio  called 
on  him  when  he  pleaded,  as  in  the  Knight  service.  For  whicli  reason 
Britton  who  describes  t lie  tenures  in  soccage,  under  the  name  of  fraunle 
fermct  says,  that  they  consist  in  lands,  of  which  the  nature  of  the  servi- 
ces, being  of  chivalry,  has  been  changed  by  feoffment,  for  certain  ami 
determined  annual  services,  among  which  weie  reckoned  neither  homage, 
ward,  marriage  or  relief. 

Blackstone  afterwards  proves  that  the  tenure  in  soccage  is  not  less  of 
Feudal  origin  than  the  chivalry  tenure  ;  and  that  by  ten  instances  of  com- 
parison, which  arc  too  long  to  insert  here ;  it  suffices  to  say  a  few  words 
enpassantt  on  two  of  these  instances. 

At  the  fourth  he  says  that  the  tenure  in  Soccage  was  of  common  right, 
subject  to  aids  to  the  Lord,  when  his  son  was  knighted,  when  he  mar- 
ried his  eldest  daughter,  8fC.  which  aids  were  fixed  by  the  Statute  of 
Westminster  1  ch.  36,  at  208.  for  every  jS20  per  annum.  These  aids 
which  were  originally  mere  benevolences,  were  afterwards  exacted  as 
matter  of  Right.  The  Stat.  12  of  Charles  II.  abolished  them.  For  what 
reason  is  easily  seen.  These  aids  in  the  first  instance,  v^ere  only  benevo- 
lences }  they  were  raised  by  vexation  into  absolute  rights  ;  the  Seigniors 
became  oppressors. 

But  it  was  not  so  with  respect  to  the  relief,  which  was  paid  by  the 
heir  at  the  death  of  his  ancestor,  and  which  was  a  year's  revenue  of  the 
'  estate  held  in  soccage,  whether  considerable  or  not.  This  relief,  which 
Bracton  does  not  look  upon  as  a  real  relief,  but  simply  as  quadam prasta- 
tio  loco  relev'ti  in  recognltionem  dominie  was  retrenched  by  the  Statute  of 
Edward  Ist*  Chap.  1st,  which  declares  that  the  free  Sokeman  shall  pay 
no  relief,  but  after  the  death  of  his  ancestor  shall  pay  double  the  usual 
rent. 

The  Statute  12th  Charles  11,  reserves  this  relief;  and  on  lands  in  Fee 
Simple,  holden  by  a  rent,  the  relief  is  still  due  on  the  death  of  the 
tenant. 

It  would  be  too  long  to  recite  the  tenures  in  villenage  simple  and  privi* 
leged  ;  the  different  modes  of  possessing  them  and  their  different  sei  vices ; 
what  they  have  in  common  with  free  soccage,  and  in  what  they  differ.  It 
suffices  to  remark  that  the  Statute  12th  Charles  II.  Chap«  24',  Sect.  7, 
has  reserved  the  tenure  by  Copy  of  Court  Rolls,  with  all  the  services 
dependant  thereon  ;  and,  consequently  arbitrary,  rights,  at  the  will  of  the 
Lord,  are  yet  acknowledged  in  England.  It  is  true  that  the  Courts  of 
Justice  have  confined  these  rights  within  moderate  bounds,  to  prevent 
their  absorbing  the  inheritance  j  in  so  much  that  except  under  particular 
circumstfinces,  never  more  than  two  years  revenue  of  an  estate  are  al- 
lowed in  case  of  succession  or  alienation,  (e). 

Such  are  the  Tenures  that  have  prevailed  in  England,  since  the  Statute 
12th  Charles  II.  It  is  clearly  seen  that  the  Free  Soccage,  if  it  does  not 
properly  admit  a  relief,  admitsat  least  of  a  compensation. 

The  Villein   Soccage  admits  the  rights  of  heriot,  inlieuof  the  relief, 

(e)  Notwithstanding  the  modifications  so  wisely  ;mblished  against  oppression,  can 
any  one  dissemble  that  these  services  are  very  onerois.  In  our  present  teniiresi  are  thetv 
any  that  can  be  put  in  comparison  with  there  ? 
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to  be  paid  aftcrlhe  death  of  the  tenant,  by  his  heir.  It  admits  the  rights 
of  alienation,  even  arbitrarily,  (at  least  by  fiction,)  and  according  to  the 
will  of  the  Lord  ;  though  in  one  sense,  they  become  certain,  because  the 
Courts,  in  their  judgments,  will  not  suffer  them  to  exceed  two  years  re- 
venue on  the  lands  they  thus  held. 

Our  roturier  tenures  according  to  the  custom  of  Paris,  do  not  admit  of 
relief  in  any  case,  and  the  alienation  fines  called  lods  et  ventes,  can  never 
extend,  to  two  years  revenue  (f).  These  are  the  tenures  I  am  about 
to  shew,  according  to  the  custom  of  Paris,  wiih  the  tenure  \njief  in  capite 
or  immediately  from  the  King,  and  the  tenure  in  arrierejief. 

All  the  tenures  of  Canada  are  conformable  to  the  Custom  of  Paris,  and 
are  divided  into  noble  and  roturier. 

The  noble  tenures  are  all  subject  to  the  rights  oifransjiefs  and  nouveaux 
acquets,  when  they  fall  into  the  hands  of  roturiers  or  in  main-morte  ;  that 
is  a  fine  which  these  roturiers  or  holders  in  main-morte^  becoming  posses- 
sors of  noble  estates,  are  obliged  to  pay  to  the  King,  when  he  shall  be 
pleased  to  order  a  declaration  of  it.  (g) 

These  noble  tenures  are  ewhcr francs  aleux  or  Fiefs  subject  to  services, 
or  redevances  ;  or  Fiefs  vafrank  almoign.  The  only  object  at  present, 
being  to  obviate  the  odium  meant  to  be  thrown  on  our  tenures,  it  suffices 
to  mention  the  Fiefs  held  by  services  and  redevances. 

The  Fiefs  are  held  either  immediately  or  mediately  of  the  King.  The 
immediate  Vassal  of  the  King,  owes  him  1st.  Fealty  and  homage,  with 
the  aveu  et  denombrement.  2d.  In  case  of  sale  or  other  act  equivalent  to 
a  sale,  the  new  possessor  owes  the  quint  (h).  3d.  In  case  of  succession, 
in  the  collateral  line  only,  the  heir  owes  the  relief  (i).  ^th.  In  those  ac 
cording  to  the  Vexin  le  Frangois,  which  are  but  few,  the  relief  is  due  on 
every  mutation,  but  never  any  ;«in/.  5th.  The  Military  Service  in  virtue 
of  the  ban,  if  the  Tenant  be  not  privileged  (k). 

The  mediate  Vassal  of  the  King,  owes  to  the  Seignior  of  whom  he 
immediately  holds,  all  the  above  dues,  except  the  Military  Service,  which 
is  never  due  but  to  the  King. 

Such  are  the  burthens  of  common  right.  There  are  some  others  very 
reasonable  and  of  great  advantage  to  the  Public  good,  imposed  by  clau- 
ses in  the  Concessions,  cited  in  the  Report  of  the  Solicitor  General,  as 
well  as  in  the  replies  of  the  Honourable  Charles  De  Lanaudiere  (1). 

({)  They  are  but  a  twelfth  part  of  the  amount  of  the  purchase  money. 

(g)  The  King  orders  this  declaration  nearly  every  forty  years,  according  to  Ferri^re, 
verbii  franc-fief ;  this  charge  may  be  looked  upon  as  uncertain  ;  its  rate  being  accordmg 
to  the  prudence  of  the  officers  appomted  for  this  purpose,  from  a  state  of  the  revenues 
arising  from  the  possessions.  ,.,,,. 

(h)  Thefifth  part  ofthe  purchase  money.       .    ■'        ■■  »  .     .       " 

(i)  It  is  a  year's  revenue  of  the  said  Fief,  or  a  sum  fixed  by  award,  or  by  offer  of  the 
Heir,  at  the  option  of  the  Seignior.  This  right  can  be  paid  but  once  in  a  year,  however 
numerous  such  mutations  may  be  in  that  period. 

(■fc)  This  duty  has  never  been  required  in  this  Country. 
a(l)  They  are  to  give  notice  of  what  mines  may  be  found  in  the  said  Fiefs,  to  reserve 
ok  trees  proper  for  building  vessels,  and  to  uirnish  the  necessary  ground  for  erecting 
Forts  on. 
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I  izy  nothing  o(  la  Justice,  Ist.  because  it  is  fallen  into  disuse,  o^ 
useless  since  the  conquest,  particularly  by  the  Quebec  Act.  2d.  Be- 
cause il  would  create  confusion  in  the  present  administration  of  justice. 
3d.  Because  it  ii>  not  inherent  in  the  feudal  tenure.  Fief  et  Justice  n*ont 
rien  de  commun  (m). 

If  from  all  these  rights  be  excepted  the  right  oifranc-fef,  and  of  nou- 
veaux  acquets^  it  may  be  sa-d,  that  these  noble  tenures,  have  no  dues  re- 
pugnant to  the  Succage,  because,  in  this  case,  they  have  none  but  what 
are  certain. 

I  may  venture  to  say,  they  are  neither  onerous  to  the  Tenants,  nor  un- 
easy to  the  Government.  And  as  the  Statute  12th  Charles  II.  by  the 
Sect.  6,  of  Chap.  24,  reserves  all  these  rights,  except  for  estates  held 
immediately  of  the  King  in  capite,  I  may  add  that  they  have  nothing  con- 
trary to  this  Statute,  except  what  may  regard  the  right^owing  to  the 
King.  What  will  be  said  of  the  roiures  will  shew  that  these  first  tenures 
are  not  oppressive  for  the  Censitaires. 

A  juster  idea  cannot  be  given  of  the  roturier  tenures,  considered  with 
respect  to  their  nature,  than  by  using  the  proper  terms  of  Ferriere,  in 
his  Dictionnaire  de  droit,  his  words  are,  •verba  roture  : 

"  Roture  is  an  inheritance  held  en  censive,  different  from  fiefs,  which 
*'  are  inheritancec  held  nobly.  Vealty  and  homage,  the  denombrement, 
**  relief,  quint,  main-mise,  retrait  feodalf  forfeiture,  have  no  place  in 
"  rotures." 

*•  Inheritances  held  in  roture  o've  but  two  principal  rights  ;  the  an- 
**  nual  Cem  and  the  Lods  et  Ventes,  which  are  due  from  the  new  proprie- 
**  tor  to  the  Seignior  fffljjVr  in  virtue  of  sale  or  other  conveyance  equiva- 
««  lent  to  a  Sale/' 

"  To  these  iwo  rights  must  be  jjdded  the  Fines  for  non-payment  of 
**  the  Cens,  or  for  failure  of  notifying  the  sale  :  the  first  is  of  five  Sols 
**  Parisis,  (n)  the  second  of  three  livres  fifteen  sols.'* 

To  form  any  other  idea  of  the  Rotures  under  the  Custom  of  Paris,  is 
to  aoandon  the  best  Law  authorities.  It  remains  to  shew  that  every 
Ijian  has  a  right  to  oblige  the  Seignior  to  grant  him  lands  at  a  very  mode- 
rate and  certain  retvirn. 

The  right  and  facility  that  every  individual  in  the  Province  has  of  having 
lands  under  the  present  tenures,  is  manifestly  proved  by  the  ordinances 
cited  by<the  Solicitor-General,  and  the  Honourable  Charles  De  Lanau- 
diere,  as  well  as  by  the  clauses  of  the  Concessions  of  Seigniories,  as  these 
Gentlemen  have  also  well  remarked. 

1st.  By  these  ordinances,  and  by  these  clauses,  it  is  expressly  forbid 
to  the  Seigniors  to  sell  lands  uncleared,  on  pain  of  re-union  to  the  Do- 
main of  the  Crown. 

2d  ..It  is  expressly  ordained  that  the  Seigniors  shall  grant  Lands  to  all 
who  ask  for  them, 

3d.  if  the  Seigniors  refuse  to  grant  them,  after  being  required  so  to 
do,  the  persons  asking  the  said  lands  shall  make  complaint  to  the  Gover- 


(m)  Ferriere,  litre  ler.  ties  Firfsen  gjineral,  paragraphe  \er.  No.  35,  page  54,  to  the 
end. 
(n)  5  Solsparisis,  isSpcnce  l-3dj  and  three /ii>rM  fifteen  5'o/5  make  37^  pence, 
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iiora  &c.,  which  Governors  are  authorized  to  grant  them  to  them,  under 
the  name  and  for  the  profit  nf  the  King,  at  the  aame  rate  as  the  uther 
Concessions  of  the  said  Seigniory. 

To  shew  that  the  charges  and  rediVances  of  the  rotures  are  certain  and 

moderate,  it  sufHces  to  expose  the  highest  rentes  that  are  known  to  have 

been  stipulated  prior  to  the  conquest,  without  examining  if  any  Seignior, 

under  the  silence  of  the  Government  since  that  epoch,  may  have  jtipula- 

ted  for  higher,  or  put  in  practice  any  vexation. 

1st.  The  greatest  rentes  bef^jre  the  Conquest,  when  they  were  stipula- 
ted to  be  in  cash,  were  two  sols  tournois  per  superficial  acre,  (o) 

2d.  Those  which  were  stipulated  in  money  and  wheat,  were  of  one  jo/ 
tturno'ts  per  superficial  acre,  and  a  bushel  cf  wheat  fur  forty  superficial 
acres. 

As  to  the  CenSf  it  consisted  generally  speaking,  of  a  sol  or  a  sol 
and  a  half  tournois  for  every  acre  in  front,  by  the  whole  depth  of  the  Con- 
cession, (p)  this  cens  is  subject  to 

1st.  Ihe  x\g\\X.  oi  Lods  et  Ventes,  ''     '    '  '      ■"'         ' 

2d.  La  Saisine  ;  that  is  to  say,  twelve  denier s  Parisisy  for  being  seised 
of  it  ;  but  article  82  of  the  Custom  says  **  ne ^rend saisine  qui  ne  veut.^* 
There  is  no  obligation  to  take  saisine.  (q) 

3d.  The  Fme  when  the  case  happens,  (r)  -   - 

By  the  ordinances  already  cited,  and  by  the  clauses   inserted   in   the 
Contracts,  the  Censitaires  are  obliged, 

1st.  To  let  their  grain  be  ground  at  the  Seignior's  Mill,  and  to  pay  the 
fourteenth  part  for  grinding. 

2d.  To  make  or  permit  to  be  made  all  roads  and  Bridges  necessary  for 
the  Public. 

3d  To  clear  their  lands  and  occupy  them,  within  a  year  and  a  day 
from  the  date  of  the  contract.  A  clause  extremely  favourable  to  Agricul- 
ture, to  the  advancement  of  the  Province,  and  to  population. 

4>th.  They  are  subject  to  the  reserve  of  mines,  ore»  and  minerals ;  and 
oak  trees,  (s) 

Thus  every  man  has  aright  to  insist  on  a  grant  of  Land,  without  its 
costing  him  a  sol  to  become  a  perpetual  proprietor  of  it.  (t)     And  if  the 

(o)  Two  Sols  Tournais  are  equal  to  a  Penny  and  a  ninth,  a  Sol  Tournois,  being 
5-9ths  of  a  Penny. 

(p)  A  Sol  and  a  half  ToMmois  is  t5-I8ths  of  a  Penny  of  Ccns  for  an  arpcnt  in  front, 
by  '20,  50,  40  arpents  in  depth.  Some  arc  known  to  be  126  arpcnts  in  depth,  which  are 
subject  but  to  this  Cens. 

(q)  Twplve  Oejiiers  Parisis  are  equal  to  two  thirds  of  a  Penny. 

(r)  This  fine  is  of  two  sorts ;  one  is  incurred  by  the  refusal  of  paying  the  Censet  Rentes, 
and  is  of  five  Sols  Parisis,  the  other  arises  from  the  default  of  notice  bein^given  of  the 
Kile,  and  consists  of  three  Livres  and  fifteen  Sols.  But  a  Sentence  of  the  Judge  is  ne- 
cessary to  oblige  the  Proprietor  to  the  payment  of  these  Fines. 

(s)  As  t»  Oak  Trees,  this  reserve  docs  not  take  from  them  the  liberty  of  cutting  them 
down  on  the  land  they  clear,  nor  even  on  their  other  lands;  custom  having  ever  consi- 
dered this  reserve  in  this  sense,  that  the  King  has  a  right  of  taking  those  Trees,  wherever 
he  finds  them,  as  also  the  Seigniors  for  their  Mills,  &c.,  without  having  it  in  their  pow- 
er to  charge  their  Censitaires  with  culpability  for  cutting  them  down.  There  is  even  a 
Judgment  of  Mr.  Begon,  of  the  20th  July,  1722,  which  forbids  the  Sei.'^niors  to  trouble 
their  Censitaires  in  the  employment  and  sale  of  the  Oak  Trees  they  cut  down  on  their 
landt;. 

(t)  It  will  cost  him  but  the  Notary's  Fee  for  passing   the  Deed,^ 
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rentet  are  all  stipulated  to  be  in  money,  he  will  pay  annually  for  .nn  eitate, 
for  example,  of  4  Acres  by  40,  a  rent  of  1 6  livres  tournoU,  and  a  Cens 
of  6  sois.  vv) 

If,  on  the  contrary  the  rent  is  in  money  and  wheat,  he  will  pay  eight 
Ilvret  tournois  of  rentes,  and  six  joh  of  Cent  with  four  bushels  of  wheat. (x) 

If  afterwards  this  land  is  sold,  the  purchaser,  on  entering  into  all  the 
rights  of  the  settler,  becomes  also  subject  to  the  charges,  and  will  owe 
the  Loiis  et  Fentes,  (y). 

Is  it  then  without  reason  that,  under  the  present  system  of  tenures, 
the  people  of  this  Province  are  said  to  be  happy  ?  Is  the  Censitaire  ex- 
posed, on  his  death,  to  have  the  fruits  of  his  labours  torn  from  him,  after 
flattering  himself  with  having,  by  the  labour  of  a  whole  life,  acquired 
for  the  children  of  his  bosom,  the  sacred  right  of  an  inheritance  ? 

Can  these  tenures  be  compared  to  the  Leases  of  ten,  twenty  years,  for 
life,  &c.  known  in  England,  of  one  or  of  several  acres  of  land,  for  an- 
nual rents  of  two,  four,  six,  ten  Guineas  per  acre,  which  the  unfortunate 
husbandman  cannot  pay  without  being  reduced  to  live  on  a  fourth  p»rt  of 
what  is  necessary  to  satisfy  his  appetite,  and  that  in  Potatoes,  Oats,  &c  ? 
Yet,  still  happy,  if  he  be  not  obliged,  after  having  cleared  a  great  part 
of  his  land,  to  abandon  his  sacred  and  natural  right  to  the  fruits  of  his 
labours,  gained  by  the  sweat  of  his  brow,  from  his  incapacity  to  pay  an 
oppressive  rent. 

Is  this  a  kind  of  tenure,  which  draws  the  blood  of  the  labourer  to  nou- 
rish and  satiate  a  rich  Lord,  as  voluptuous  as  indolent  and  useless  ?  Is 
this  a  tenure  where  the  earth  devours  its  inhabitants,  and  must  fall,  by  a 
natural  tendency,  into  the  hands  of  these  great  proprietors,  the  eternal 
Mcourge  of  population  ? 

As  a  proof,  none  are  known  to  leave  the  Province  to  seek  elsewhere  a 
more  advantageous  kind  of  tenure  ;  while  we  see  arrive  here  Families,  in 
swarms,  to  enjoy  the  l^enefits  that  its  tenures  offer  them,  and  breathe  the 
free  air  of  its  husbandmen. 

Such  are  the  observations  I  have  made,  after  reading  with  attention,  and 
reflecting  on  the  extract  of  the  proceedings  of  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Council  of  His  Majesty,  printed  by  order  of  his  Excellency,  dated  the  20th 
of  October  last.  As  a  citizen  and  native  of  the  Province,  of  course  as  much 
interested  in  its  welfare  as  any  can  be,  I  think  no  one  can  blame  me  for 
them.  I  submit  them  with  the  most  humble  respect,  to  the  examination 
and  wisdom  of  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Dorchester. 


THOMAS  BEDARD,  Priejt 


Quebec,  I6th  February,  1791. 
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(vj  Making  fifteen  Shillings  and  one  Penny  annual  rent  for  160  arpents  of  land. 

(x)  Making  seven  Shillings  and  eight  Pence,  withi'ourbusbelsof  Wheat  for  the  same 
quantity  oilland. 

(y)  The  I-orfje*  VenteSy  as  has  been  already  said,  are  the  twelfth  part  of  the  amount 
of  the  purchase  money.  The  Seigniors  generally  remit  a  fourth  of  this  right,  without 
any  prescription  being  established  against  them  bj  Custom. 
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YOUR  Committee  next  dire£led  their  attention  to  the  Town- 
ihips  erectedi  as  well  on  the  southern  as  on  the  northern 
fliore  of  the  Saint  Lawrence. 

And  here,  their  first  object  of  Inquiry  was,  whether  the  Free 
and  Common  Soccage  Tenure  had  produced  that  inequality  in 
the  dividon  of  the  lands  which  your  Conimittee  have  already  stated 
to  be,  in  their  opinion,  one  of  the  neceilary  confequences  of  that 
fpccies  of  Tenure. 

Upon  this  branch  of  the  subject,  your  Committee  examined 
His  Majedy's  Surveyor  General,  and  divers  individuals  who  had 
either  reiidcd  in  some  one  of  those  Townfhips,  or  travelled 
through  them.  (A  )  .  *• 

Your  Committee  here  found  excefHve  quantities  of  land  in  the 
hands  of  particular  persons,  who  have  never  cultivated  or  fettled 
it,  and  have  thereby  prevented  others  more  induftrious  from  im- 
proving the  same,  and  quantities  greatly  exceeding  what  in  the 
natural  order  of  things,  under  that  tenure,  could  have  obtain- 
ed in  the  short  period  which  had  elapfed  fince  tlie  erection  of 
those  Townships. 

It  became  thus  manifest  to  your  Committee,  that  this  unfurtu- 
nate  state  of  things  had  originated  in  some  error  or  vice  in  the 
system  of  granting  landsj  which  had  been  purfued  by  the  Coloni- 
al adminiflration. 

Your  Committee  had  been  taught  by  the  result  of  their  first  in- 
quiry which  has  been  communicated  to  the  House,  not  rashly  or 
haftily  to  attribute  this  error  or  vice  to  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment. They  well  knew  from  the  Inftructions  for  James  Murray, 
Esquire,  Governor  of  the  Province  of  Quebec,  dated  the  7th  De- 
cember, 1763,— -That  His  Majefty  had  Ordered,  That  "  Where- 
"  as  great  inconveniences  have  arisen  in  many  of  our  Colonics 
<(  in  America,  from  the  granting  excefiive  quantities  of  land  to 
*'  particular  persons,  who  have  never  cultivated  or  fettled  it,  and 
<*  have  thereby  prevented  others  more  induftrious,  from  im- 
'*  proving  the  same:  In  order,  therefore,  to  prevent  the  like 
«  inconveniences  for  the  future,  you  are  to  take  efpecial  care 
*<  that  in  all  grants  to  be  made  by  you,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
«  vice  and  confent  of  our  Council,  to  perfons  applying  for  the 
**  fame,   the   quantity  be  in  proportion  to  their  ability  to  culti- 
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**  vate  ;  and  you  are  hereby  directed  to  obferve  the  following  di- 
"  rections  and  regulations  in  all  grants  to  be  made  by  you.  viz.  &c." 
Your  Committee  remarked  alfo  in  the  Special  Regulations  for 
the  granting  of  the  wa(\e  lands  of  the  Crown,  a  paternal  regard, 
nay  iblicitudo  for  tll^>  happmefs  of  His  Majefty's  subjects,  utterly 
tnconfistcnt  with  meafures  like  thofe  of  the  Colonial  adminidra- 
tion,  fraught  with  mifchief  to  them. 

These  regulations  are  to  be  found  subjoined  to  this  Report^  un- 
der the  letter  (B.) 

To  obtain  information  upon  this  matter,  upon  which  your  Com- 
mittee could  depend,  an  humble  address  to  his  Excellency  the  Go- 
vernor in  Chief,  was  voted  by  the  Houfo  on  lb-  13th  February 
inflant,  praying  tliat  his  Excellency  would  be  pleafed  to  order  to 
be  laid  before  this  Houfe,  Copies  of  fuch  Royal  Inftructions,  ref« 
pectiiig  the  granting  of  the  Crown  Lands  in  this  Province,  as  may 
have  been  given  fince  the  year  1786,  alfo  a  table  of  the  Fees  of 
the  Office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Executive  Council,  and  other  Public 
Officers,  relating  to  the  said  grants,  and  alfo  a  Copy  of  the  Man- 
damus of  His  late  Majcfty  George  the  Third,  for  granting  of 
Lands  to  Sir  Robert  Shore  Milnes  and  the  Executive  Councillors. 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  in  Chief  was  pleafed  to  give  for 
anfwer,  that,  "  incompliance  with  the  addrefs  of  this  Hoiife,  of 
**  the  13th  of  February  inftant,  he  sh  1  caufe  to  be  laid  before 
this  Houfe,  Copies  of  fuch  parts  of  tae  Royal  inftruct ions  for 
the  granting  of  Crown  Lands,  as  His  Majedy  has  caused  to  be 
made  public." 

"  Copy  of  the  difpatch  from  His  Majefty's  Secretary  of  State^ 
ordering  that  a  grant  of  Land  should  be  made  to  Sir  Robert 
S.  Milnes  ;  and  Copy  of  the  Table  of  Fees  to  the  officers  named 
in  this  address,  should  also  be  communicated." 
And  His  Excellency  accordingly  tranfmitted  to  the  Houfe  on 
on  the  1 7th  February  inftant:— 

«  Extract  from  a  difpatch,  dated  Whitehall,  6th  June,  1801, 
**  from  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland,  to  Sir  Robert  S.  Milnes, 
refpecting  Grants  of  Lands  to  be  made  to  some  of  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  Executive  Council  ;  Copy  of  the  Royal  Inftructions 
relative  to  the  granting  of  the  wafte  lands  of  the  Crown." 
««  Copy  of  a  Difpatch  dated  Downing  Street,  31st  December, 
1808,  from  Lord  Caftlereagh  to  Sir  J.  H.  Crai^,  K.  B  ,  order- 
ing that  a  Grant  of  Land  should  be  made  to  Sir  Robert  Shore 
Milnes" 

"  Copy  of  the   fable  of  Fees  to  be  taken  upon  Grants  of  thd 
wafte  Lands  of  the  Crown." 

\\\  of  which  are  to  be  found  in  the  Appendix  to  this  Report, 
under  the  Letter  (C  ) 

The  intentions  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor  In  Chief  to  af- 
ford every  proper  information  to  the  Houfe,  relative  to  the  Public 
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Tnftructions  of  His  Majefty,  intentions  which  the  above  answer 
of  His  Excellency  the  Governor  in  Lhicf  so  manifeitly  evinces, 
have  however,  from  caufes  which  your  Cr  mittee  do  not  deem  it 
necelTary  to  explore,  failed  to  produce  their  due  fruit. 

For  it  was  within  the  knowledge  of  your  Cominittee,  that  on  the 
llth  June,  1798,  His  Excellency  the  late  Robert  I'refcott,  Ef- 
c^uire,  had  laid  before  the  Land  Board  of  His  Majefty\  Executive 
Council,  the  following  inllruction  under  His  Majelly's  Sign  Ma- 
nual, bearing  date  the  ISth  day  of  Augurt,  1797,  and  the  direct 
tions  he  had  received  from  His  Majefty's  Secretary  of  State,  in  con- 
formity to  the  said  inilruction. 
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GEORGE  R.  "•"    *     '  -    '    '      '■' 

Inftruiflion  to  our  trufty  and  well  beloved  Robert  Prefcott,  Eff 
quire.  Lieutenant  General  of  our  Forces,  Captain  General  and 
Governor  in  Chief  of  our  Province  of  Lower-Canada,  in  America^ 
or  in  his  abfence  to  the  Lieutenant-Governor  or  Commander  in 
chief  of  our  said  Province,  for  the  time  being.  Given  at  our 
Court  at  St.  James,  the  15th  day  of  August  1797,  in  the  thirty- 
feventh  year  of  our  reign:  i  • 

"  Whereas,  by  our  General  Inftructlons  toour  Captain  General 
and  Governor  Commanding  in  <  liief  in  and  over  our  Province  of 
Lower-Canada,  bearing  date  at  St  James's  the  16th  day  of  Sep- 
tember 1791,  it  is  declared  amongst  other  things,  to  be  our  will 
and  pleafure,  that  the  Townfhips  therein  mentioned,  and  tho 
refpective  allotments  within  the  fame,  together  with  the  lands 
to  be  referved  as  therein  aforefaid,  fhall  be  run  and  laid  out  by 
our  Surveyor  General  of  lands,  for  the  faid  Province,  or  fome 
skilful  perfon  authorized  by  him  for  that  purpofe,  which  Sur- 
veys, together  with  the  warrants  and  grants  for  the  refpective 
allotments,  fliall  be  made  out  for,  and  delivered   to  the  feveral 
Grantees  free  of  any  expenfe  or  fees  whatfoever,  other  than 
fuch  as  may  be  payable  to  the  different  officers,  according  to  the 
table  of  fees  already  eftablifhed,    upon  grants  of  land  made  in 
the  faid  Province.     Now,  our  will  and  pleafure  is,  that  the  faid 
Townfhips  therein  mentioned,  and  the  refpective  allotment* 
within  the  fame,  together  with  the  lands  to  be  referved,  as  there- 
in aforefaid,  (hall  be  run  and  laid  out  by  our  Surveyor  General 
of  lands  for  the  faid  Province,  or  fome  fkilful  perfon  authorized 
by  him  for   that  purpofe,    which  Surveys,  together  with  tliQ 
warrants  and  grants  for  the  refpective  allotments  (hall  be  made 
out  for,  and  delivered  to  the  feveral  Grantees,  on  payment  of 
fuch  fees  as  ihall  from  time  to  time  be  effablifhed  by  us,  under 
our  Signet  and   Sign  Manual,  or  by  our  order  in  that  behalf 
fignified  by  one  of  our  principal  Secretaries  of  State." 

G.R. 
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And  His  Excellency  informed  the  Board  that  the  directloni  he 
liad  received  from  His  Majefty's  Secretary  of  Statei  in  conformity 
to  the  above  inftructionsi  were  :— • 

«  1st.  That  in  thofe  cafes  where  the  faith  of  Government  has 
been  pled^^ed  to  the  applicants,  (according  to  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  Council,  of  the  24th  May,  1797,)  for  fpe- 
ciHc  quantities  of  land,  the  grants  thereof  (hould  be  patTed  on 
the  fame  fees  that  have  been  paid  upon  thofe  grants  that  have  al- 
ready paflTed  the  Seal. 

««  2d.  That,  although  the  faith  of  Government  is  not  con fider- 
ed  to  have  been  fpecially  pledged  in  the  cafes  where  perfons  peti« 
tioned  forTowiifhips  on  behalf  of  themfelves  and  their  aiTociate*, 
yet,  inafmuch  as  fome  of  thofe  afTociated  applicants  have  fully 
evinced  the  fincerity  of  their  intentionsof  carrying  the  Settlement 
of  the  lands  they  fo  petitioned  for,  into  effect,  and  have,  upon 
the  faith  of  the  encouragement  heretofore  given  them  by  His  Ma- 
jefty's  Government  in  Canada,  embarked  their  labour  and  proper- 
ty in  Surveying  and  alluttiiig  the  Townfhips  they  fo  petitioned  for, 
and  in  making  effectual  Settlements  therein,  it  is  HisMajtdy's 
pleafure,  that  a  preference  fhould  be  fhewn  to  perfons  of  this  Clafs, 
<(  by  making  them  Grants  (upon  the  old  Fees)  to  the  full  extent 
«  mentioned  in  His  Majeflv's  inffructions,  viz  ;  twelve  hundred 
«  acres  to  each  afTociated  Grantee.'*  But  this  is  not  to  extend 
to  the  granting  of  the  whole  Townfhip,  except  in  thofe  cafes 
where  the  number  of  the  afsociated  applicants  who  are  actually 
fettled  thereon,  (hall  be  fufficient  at  the  rate  of  twelve  hundred 
acres  each,  to  comprehend  the  whole  of  the  grantable  lands  in 
fuch  Townfhip. — And  in  cases  where  the  number  fo  actually  fet- 
tled in  any  Townfliip,  fhall  not  be  fufHcient,  allowing  at  the  rate 
of  twelve  hundred  acres  each,  to  comprehend  the  whole  of  i'uch 
grantable  lands  in  fuch  Townfhip,  the  remaining  part  thereof,  if 
granted  to  the  afTociated  applicants,  "  must  be  granted  on  condi- 
«  tion  of  immediate  Settlement,  and  of  its  being  fubject  to  the  ad- 
«  ditional  fees  for  the  Public  Service."  It  is  alfo  Plis  Majefly's 
pleasure,  that  fuch  of  the  Settlers,  as  may  happen  to  be  feated  on 
lots  referved  for  the  fupport  of  a  Proteflant  Clergy,  or  for  the  fu- 
ture difpofition  of  the  Crown,  fhould  hold  the  fame,  upon  the 
fame  terms  and  conditions  as  fhall  hereafter  be  granted  to  other 
cultivators  of  referved  lots  of  a  fimilar  quality. 
.  3d.  That  fuch  of  the  applicants  as  have  been  at  the  expenfe  of 
Surveying  the  Townfhips  they  have  petitioned  for,  and  laying  the 
fame  out  into  Lots,  preparatory  to  the  Settlement,  but  have  not 
proceeded  effectually  to  the  actual  Settlement  thereof,  fhould  have 
grants  (upon  the  old  Fees,)  for  the  one  half  of  the  Townfhips  they 
fo  petitioned  for,  in  the  fame  quantities  (to  wit  J  200  acres)  to  each 
of  the  aflbciated  Grantees,  as  in  the  former  cafe,  on  condition  of 
the  immediate  fettlement  thereof  i    but  this  is  not  allowed  to  be 
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extended}  in  ailT  of  the  cafes  fallinfr  under  this  defcriptiont  to  more 
than  one  half  of  the  Towi^hips  \  fo  that  if  in  any  of  these  cafes,  it 
(houlJ  he  thought  proper,  in  the  wilUom  of  the  Council,  (on  ac- 
count of  the  intended  Settlers  being  actually  waiting  to  go  on,)  to 
advife  the  Granting  of  the  w!iole  Townfliip  to  the  afTociated  ap- 
plicants, the  latter  half  thereof  must  of  courfu  be  subject  to  the 
additional  fees  for  the  Public  Service. 

"  4th.  Ihofe  of  the  applicants  who  have  only  put  themfelves  to 
the  trouble  and  expenfc  of  foliciting  and  exploring  the  Townfhips 
they  dcflred,  are  not  confidered  to  have  done  much  towards  evin- 
cing any  serious  intention  with  refpcct  to  carrying  the  Settlement 
thereof  into  effect,  which  alone  could  entitle  them  to  any  favour- 
able confideration.  In  as  much,  however,  as  the  exploring  of 
the  Townfliips  they  petitioned  for,  may  have  been  attended  with 
some  expenfe.  His  MajeAy  is  pleafed  to  allow,  that  applicants  of 
this  defcription  may  have  grants  of  the  one  fourth  part  of  the 
Townfliips  they  refpectively  petitioned  for,  upon  condition  of  the 
immediate  fettlement  thereof.  This  however  is  meant  to  extend 
only  to  thofe  cafes  where  the  applicants  did  actually  put  them- 
felves to  the  trouble  and  expenfe  of  exploring  the  Townfhips  they 
applied  for  :  and  if  thefe  fhould  defire  to  have  the  grants  at 
the  rate  of  twelve  hundred  acres  to  each  afTociated  Graritce,  fuch 
grants  are  to  be  I'ubject  to  the  additional  Fees  for  the  Public  Ser- 
vice. 

«*  Sth.  Such  perfons  or  aflbciatlons  of  perfons,  who,  from  a  de- 
fire  of  making  a<^tual  Settlement  on  the  lands,  purchafed  the  pre- 
tentions of  thofe  applicants  that  had  become  difcouraged  by  the 
delays  which  took  place  in  the  pafling  of  the  grants,  are  to  b'* 
confidered  as  flnnding  in  the  place  and  flead  of  the  applicants, 
whofe  pretentions  they  fo  purchafed,  and  to  receive  the  Grants 
accordingly  in  the  fame  proportions  and  on  the  fame  conditions  as 
thofe  applicants  themfelves  would  have  been  entitled  to  under  the 
above  regulations. 

"  6th.  The  remaiiiuer  of  the  lands  (except  where  Government 
may  conflder  it  proper  to  grant  certain  quantities  to  particular  per- 
sons by  way  of  favour,  as  rewards  for  fervices  or  the  like }  and 
excepting  the  refervations  for  the  fupport  of  a  Proteflant  Clergy, 
and  for  the  future  difpofition  of  the  Crown,)  are  to  be  difpofed 
of  at  Public  Sale,  at  certain  times  and  places  to  be  notified  ;  in 
fuch  quantities,  and  fubject  to  fuch  condititions  of  Settlement  and 
Cultivation  as  shall  afford  the  befl  chance  for  the  purchafers  be- 
coming themfelves  the  permanent  Settlers  on  the  lands,  and  for 
railing  out  of  the  price  thereof  an  efHcient  fund  towards  defray- 
ing the  Public  expenfes  of  the  Province. 

"  7th.  The  amount  of  the  new  Fees  to  be  taken  under  the  Rov.l 
inflructions,  now  communicated  to  the  Board,  (including,  as  well 
the  part  payable  to  the  officers  concerned  in  pafling  the  Grants, 
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as  t!ie  part  to  bo  appropriated  towards  the  fuppor';  of  Government) 
is  fixed  at  twenty-five  pounds  currency  per  dioufand  acres,  and  fo 
in  proportion,  being  at  the  rate  of  fix  pence  an  acre  ;  but  it  is  di- 
rected, that  t'le  grants  to  be  made  in  obedienca  to  orders  from 
His  Excellency,  in  confideration  of  fervices,  fhail  be  fubject  only 
to  tl»e  payment  of  half  Fees,  o-  three-p^nce  per  acre. 

**  8th.  In  the  grants  fiibject  to  thefe  additional  fees,  and  thofe  of 
the  lands  that  fhall  be  difpofed  of  by  fale,  the  Grantees  are  to 
have  all  mines  and  minerals,  excepting  only  thofe  of  Gold  and 
Silver,  which  lauer  are  to  be  reserved  to  His  Majefty,  his  Heirs 
and  Succeflbrs,  as  formerly." 

It  was  alio  within  the  knowledge  of  your  Commitee  that  His 
Excellency  had,  at  the  fame  time,  fubmitted  to  the  confideration 
of  rhe  B6ard>  to  report  whether  it  might  not  be  i.dv!fi;ble  to  give 
public  notice  of  ihefe  infl.ructions. 

That  His  Majefty's  Executive  Conncil  declared  that  they  were 
vnanimoufly  of  opinion,  that  it  was  not  advifable  at  the  time  to 
give  public  notice  of  thefe  r^    idations.      i  ;;.'».'    aj'.?'  •. 

That  an  unfortunate  difference  of  opinion  exifting  between  His 
Excellency  the  Lieutenant  Goyernor  and  His  Majt-fty's  Executive 
Council  upon  this  fubject.  His  Excellency  the  Lieutenant  Gover- 
nor for  the  time  being,  and  His  Honour  the  Chief  Jufliice  of  the 
Province  and  Chairman  of  the  Executive  «,  ouncil  for  the  time  be- 
ing retired  from  their  high  Stations  and  returned  to  Great  Britain, 
His  Excellency  having,  previous  to  his  departure,  caufed  to  be  pub- 
Ilfhed,  "An  Extract  from  the  Minutes  of '^ouncil,  containing 
**  His  Majeft:y's  late  regulations  relative  to  the  wafte  lands  of  the 
«  Crown,  with  His  Excellency  the  Governor  Geni^ral's  Order  of 
«  reference,  rei'pecting  the  fame,  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
*«  Council  of  the  Province  of  Lower-Canada,  the  faid  Committee's 
**  Report  thereon,  and  His  Excsllency's  Speech  in  reply,"  which 
will  be  found  in  the  Appendix  tc  this  Report  under  the  letter  (D  ) 

That  whatever  difference  of  opinion  might  exist,  refpecting 
the  expediency  of  publifiiing  thefe  regulations,  there  could  be 
none  as  to  the  duty  of  rendering  public  the  above  inftructions, 
imder  His  Majelly's  Royal  Sign  Manual,  inasmuch  as  by  the 
S8th  article  of  His  Majefty's  Inftructions  to  Lord  Dorchefter,  Go- 
vernor General,  &c  &c.  kc.  bearing  date  at  St.  James's  16th  Sep- 
tember 1791,  it  was  ordered  as  followeth  : —  - 

"  It  is  our  further  will  and  pleafure,  that  the  foregoing  In- 
««  ftru6lionsto  you,  as  well  as  any  you  may  hereafter  receive,  re- 
*<  lative  to  the  paffing  Grants  of  Lands,  in  conformity  to  the  faid 
«  Act,  paffed  in  the  prefent  year  of  our  Reign,  be  entered  upon 
"  Record  for  the  hiformation  and  fatisfaction  of  all  parties  what- 
"  ever,  that  may  be  concerned  therein." 

The  directions  which  accompanied  thefe  Inftructions,  worthy 
as  they  are  of  the  juftice  and  honour  and  wisdom  of  His  Majefty's 
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Govermnent,  were  however  viewed  by  your  Committee  with  fur- 
prise  and    gratitude  not   unmixed  with  regret      They  could  not 
but  feel  giatified  for  the  care  and  wifdom  with  which  His  Majefly 
provided  that  exceffive  quantities  of  land  fhould  not  be  granted 
tv>  particular  perfons.  They  were  furprised  that  orders  fo  diftinct- 
ly  enunciated,  ftiould  not  have  received  their  due  execution  with- 
in the  Colony  from  the  Servants  of  the  Government.     But  it  was 
with  the  moft  painful  fenfation  that  your  Committee  read  that  por- 
tion of  His  Majefty's  Inftruftions,  which  relates  to  the  fale  of  the 
wafte  hinds   of  the  Crown,  for  the  maintenance  and  fupport  of 
His  Majefty's  Government.     They  fuw  in  this  inftruftion  a  prin- 
ciple which,  from  the  fmallnefs  of  the  pecuniary  means  of  His  Ma- 
jefty's Canadian  Subjefts,  oppofed  a  new  and  almoft  infurmounta- 
bleobftacle  to  the  progrefs  of  any  Settlements  to  be  efFefted  by  them 
on  the  wafte  lands  of  the  Crown,  a  principle  hoftile  to  the  free 
Conftitutlon  which  it  has  giacioufly  ulealed  His  Majefty  to  confer 
on  this  Province.     They   felt  convinced  that  His  Majefty  had,  at 
that   time,   been    made  to  feel  a  diftrust  of  the  willingness  of  His 
Majefty's  Faithful  Canadian  Subje£ts  to  provide  in  a  Conftitution- 
al  manner  for  the  fupport  and  mainteaance  of  His  Majefty's  Go* 
vernment. 

Your  Committee  have  reafon  to  congratulate  the  Country  that 
the  diftinguiftied  Bravery  and  Loyalty  of  His  Majefty's  Canadian 
Subjeils,  during  the  trying  circumftances  of  the  late  war,  joined 
to  a  more  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  manners,  feelings  and 
principles  of  the  people  of  this  Country,  have  fince  reftored  them 
that  confidence,  which  iVemed  to  have  been  impaired  in  His  Ma- 
jefty's Royal  Breaft. 

For  on  the   29th  of  December,    1812,   His  Excellency  Sir 
George  Prevoft,  then  Captain  General  and  Governor  in  Chief  in 
and   over  thefe    Province?,    in  his  Speech  from  the  Throne,  was 
gracioufly  pleafed   to  exprefs,  "  his   great  fatisfadlion   in  coni- 
"  municiuing  to  the  Airembly  of  this  Province, ,  that  having  com*- 
municated  to  His  Ma'      y's  Secretary  of  State,  the  addrefles  of 
the  Houfe  in  anlwer  to  his  Speech,  on  the  opening  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Parliament  in  February  last,  in  order  that  they  might  be 
laid  before  His  Roya'  Highnei's  the  Prince  Regent,  he  had  fince 
received   the   exprefs   commands  of  His  Royal    Highnefs  to 
thank  them  in    his  narie,  for  the  afllirances  of  fupport  and  at- 
tachment which  they    contain,  and  to  acquaint  them  that  His 
Royal  Highnefs  places  that  confidence  in  the  courage  and  loyal- 
ty of  His  Majefty's  Canadian  Subjects,  which  makes  h"m  equal- 
ly fearlefs  of  tiie  refult  of  any  attack  upon  them,  aind  of  any  in- 
fiduoui  attempts  to  alienate  their  affeftion  froai  His  Govern- 
•«  mer.t." 

And  again,  in  bis  Speech  from  the  Throne  on  i^.e  13th  of  Janua- 
ry, 18I4-,    his  Excellency  was  gracioufly  plealed  to  fay,  "  That 
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"  in  reviewing  the  events  of  the  war,  he  cannot  but  contemplate 
"  with  pride  and  fatisfa<^ion,  the  zealous  difcharge  of  duty  which 
«  he  has  witnefsed  as  well  in  the  militia  as  in  all  clafses  of  His  Ma- 
«*  jefty's  8ubje«,^s  in  this  Province,  and  which  he  considers  the 
*^  fiirest  indication  of  iheir  Loyalty  to  their  Sovereign,  and  of 
<*  their  determination  to  defend,  to  the  laft  extremity,  this  valua- 
«<  ble  portion  of  his  dominions.'' 


(    ',V 


And  on  the  "Tth  January,  1818,  His  Excellency  Sir  John 
Coape  Sherbrooke,  then  Captain  General  and  Governor  in  Chief 
in  and  over  thefe  Provinces,  in  his  Speech  from  the  Throne,  was 
**  gracioufly  pleafed  to  fay,  **  that  in  purfuance  of  the  diredions 
"  he  had  received  from  His  Majefty's  Government,  he  fhould  or- 
«  der  to  be  laid  before  the  Aflembly,  an  eftimate  of  the  sums  re- 
'*  quired  to  defray  the  expenfes  of  the  Civil  Government  of 
*<  the  Province  ;"  and  he  adds,  "  I  anticipate  with  confidence,  a 
**  a  continuation  of  that  loyalty  and  I'eal  for  His  Majefty's  Ser- 
<*  vice,  on  your  part,  which  1  have  hitherto  experienced,  and  a 
**  ready  execution  of  the  offer  which  you  made  en  a  former 
"  occaiion,  to  defray  the  expenfes  of  His  Majefty's  Provincial 
«*  Government,  with  a  liberality  that  did  you  honour." 

And  it  is  ftill  fresh  in  the  recolle<Stion  of  your  Committee  and 
of  the  Houfe,  that  His  Excellency  the  Earl  of  Dalhouiie,  now 
Captain  General  and  Governor  in  Chief  in  and  over  thefe  Pro- 
vinces, has  been  gracioufly  pleased  to  fay  in  His  Speech  from  the 
Throne  at  the  opening  of  the  prefent  Legiflature,  "  that  he  has 
from  paft  experience  the  fullest  confidence  in  the  loyalty,  fense 
of  duty  and  attachment  to  the  principles  of  the  conftitution  of 
His  Majefty's  Canadian  fubje£ts,  whereof  this  Houfe  i?  the  hum- 
ble Reprefentative,  and  has  pleafed,  further,  to  express  his  con- 
vidlion  that  they  are  difpofed  to  enahle  His  Majesty  to  fuftain  the 
Civil  Government  of  this  Province,  with  honour  and  with  advan- 
tage to  his  subjects." 

Your  Committee,  feeling  in  common  with  the  Houfe  and  with 
the  Country,  that  the  Honour  of  this  People  is  its  moft  facred  in- 
heritance and  moft  precious  of  all  its'  polleffions  do  not  deem  it 
neceflary  to  offer  an  excufe  for  the  details  into  which  they  have 
gone  upon  this  branch  of  the  fubjeft. 

Your  Committee  proceeded  to  examine  many  witnefles  relatl^'e 
to  the  manner  in  which  these  inftructions  were  carried  into  effect 
by  His  Majefty's  Colonial  adminiftration.  (E.) 

Your  Committee  find  on  referring  to  the  Public  Accounts,  from 
the  year  1797,  to  this  day,  that  no  revenue  was  raifed  by  the 
fale  of  thefe  lands  or  any  portion  of  them. 

Your  Committee  have  afcertained  beyond  a  doubt,  that  thefe 
inftructions  were  evaded  in  the  following  manner. 
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An  entire  Townfhip,  or  a  half,  or  a  quarter  of  a  Townflilp,  was, 
upon  the  application  of  an  individual  who  had  the  fortune  to  enjoy 
the  favour  of  the  Colonial  Adminiftration,  promifed  to  him.  He 
obtained  the  names  of  thirty-rine  individuals,  who  either  lent 
them  gratuitoufly,  or  fold  the  ufe  of  them  for  fome  trifling  conil- 
deration,  or  were  to  receive  nominally  a  grant  of  1200  acres  of 
Idnd,  really  and  truly  a  grant  of  200  only.  In  each  of  thefe 
three  cases,  a  bond  or  obligation  was  executed,  whereby  the 
real  grantee  of  the  Townfhip,  known  by  the  name  of  "  Lead- 
er," ftipulatcd  with  thefe  pcrsonncs  interposccftf  that  upon 
the  pafling  of  the  Patent,  these  feveral  afTociates  fhould  convey 
to  the  Leader,  either  the  entire  1200  acres  in  the  two  firfl:  cafes, 
or  the  1000  in  the  laft  cafe,  in  fee  fimple  to  the  Leader,  the  lat- 
ter engaging  to  ufe  the  neceflary  exertions,  and  incur  the  nocef- 
fary  expenfes,  and  alfo  to  pay  the  Patent  Fees  upon  the  Grant, 
without  any  reimburfement  to  him  from  the  ailbciates.  The  com- 
mon form  which  was  ufed  upon  thefe  occallons,  is  to  be  found  in 
the  Appendix  to  this  Report,  under  the  Letter  (F.^ 

Under  this  fystem  there  wa«»  granted  to  the  Members  of  His  Ma- 
jefty's  Council,  above  130,000  acres;  to  friends  and  relatives  of 
Members  of  the  Executive  Council,  above  1 00,000  acres.  To  in- 
dividuals who  had  not  joined  the  Standard  of  Hi>  Majefty  during 
the  Revolutionary  War,  above  300,000  acres.  To  American  Loy- 
alifts,  and  to  His  Majeity's  Canadian  Subjects,  with  the  exception 
of  the  Canadian  Militia  who  ferved  in  the  year  1776,  none,  or  if 
there  be  fome  foUtary  exceptions,  they  are  fo  few  as  not  to  merit 
confideration. 

For  thefe  Services,  His  Majefty  directed,  by  a  Special  Mandamus, 
that  there  fhould  be  granted  unto  the  Lieutenant  Governor  for 
the  time  being,  an  entire  Townfliip  of  the  warte  lands  of  the 
Crown,  to  each  of  the  Members  of  the  Ex  ecutive  Council,  one 
quarter  of  a  Townfhip,  which  was  according  carried  into  effeft. 

Your  Committee  next  dire<Sted  their  attention  to  the  afcertain- 
ing  whether  any,  and  what  fees  were  exacted  for  these  Grants. 

Your  Committee  have  reafon  to  believe  that  during  the  period 
the  late  Honourable  William  Smith,  Efquire,  was  Chief  Juflice  of 
the  Province  and  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Council,  no  foes 
were  exacted  or  received,  and  His  Majefly's  above  mentioned  in- 
flruftions  in  every  refpeft  obeyed. 

A  Table  of  Fees  (whereof  a  Copy  is  subjoined  under  the  Let- 
ter (G  )  was  eflabliflied  by  His  Majefly's  Council,  and  fees  were 
exafted  and  received,  contrary  to  the  above  mentioned  inflrmTtions 
of  His  Majefly,  but  under  the  above  Table  of  fees,  which  fee-? 
have  latterly,  without  any  authority,  or  pretence  of  authority,  been 
conflderably  augmented. 

Your  Committee,  unwilling  to  believe  that  the  above  mention- 
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ed  evafionsof  His  Majefty*s  gracious  Inftru^Ions,  had  been  prac- 
tifed  with  the  ksiowledge,  privity  orconfentof  His  Majefty's  Ser» 
vants.,  bound  by  their  oaths,  their  honour  and  their  duty  to  obey 
them,  inftituted  a  long  and  patient  inveftigation  into  the  origin  of 
thefe  abuses.  They  nave  been  painfully,  but  irrcfistibly  led  to 
the  cnmclufion  that  they  were  folly  withua  the  knowledge  of  indi- 
viduaias  in  this  Colony,  who  poflefll'd  and  abufed  His  Majefty's 
confiojence. 

The  inftruir^nts  by  which  this  evafion  was  to  be  carried  into 
effect,  were  devifed  by  His  Majefty's  Attorney  General  for  the 
time  being,  printed  and  publicly  sold  in  the  Coital  of  this  Pro- 
vince, and  the  principal  and  intermediate  Agent  was  £Eis  Majes- 
ty's late  Affistant  Surveyor  General. 

Your  Committee  delirous  of  obtaining  more  particular  inform- 
ation, refpect!ng  the  manner  in  which  the  Townihips  hav«  been 
fettled,  have  directed  a  feries  of  queftions  to  be  addrefled  to  feve- 
ral  of  the  principal  Gentlemen  in  that  Country,  and  will  withoua 
delay  report   to  the  Houfe,  when  anfwers  are  received. 

The  attention  of  your  Committee  has  next  been  directed  m  tae 
caufes  which  have  retarded  the  Settlement  of  the  ungranted  harfhr 
in  the  old  Seigniories  of  this  Provmce,  and  to  the  determining  of 
the  extent  to  which  relief  has  been  afforded  to  the  diftreffed  Env- 
grants  coming  to  our  fhores.  Upon  thefe  two  fubjects,  fome  pro- 
gress has  been  made,  and  every  diligence  will  be  ufed  by  the 
Committee  to  give  to  them  that  full  inveftigation  which  their  im- 
portance loudly  calls  for. 

Upon  the  whole,  your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  fecond 
principal  obftacle  to  the  Settlement  of  the  vrziie  lands  of  the 
Crown,  has  been  that  the  Colonial  Adminiftration  has  evaded  and 
difobeyed  the  Gracious  Inftructions  of  His  Majefty,  posterior  to 
the  year  1786. 

Quebec,  23d  February,  1821 

^]sL  XW  STUART,  Chairman. 
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Lieut.  Col.  Bduchette,  Surveyor-General  of  this  Province,  ap- 
|)eareci  before  your  Committee  and  anfwered  as  follows : 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  Surveyor- General  ? 

A.  I  am  a  Commiffioned  Surveyor  of  lands  in  this  Province 
lince  1790.  I  have  been  upwards  offeventeen  years  at  the  head 
of  the  Surveyor-General's  Department. 

Q.  Can  you  furnifh  the  Committee  with  the  names  of  Indivi- 
duals who  have  received  grants  from  the  Crown  of  Wafte  Lands 
belonging  to  it,  exceeding  in  extent  1200  acres  ? 

A.  I  can,  from  the  Records  of  my  Office,  and  will  do  it  to- 
morrow. ' 

Q.  Can  you  furniili  the  Committee  with  the  names  of  the  Lea- 
ders as  they  were  called,  of  the  different  Townlhips  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  can,  but  I  beg  to  refer  to  the  general  Statement  of 
the  Lands  granted  in  the  Province  of  Ljwer-Canada,  given  In 
my  Topographical  Work  of  the  Canadas,  in  which  is  contained 
the  information  required. 

Q.  When  did  the  Provincial  Government  commence  to  grant 
Lands  in  Free  and  Common  Soccage  i 

A.  In  1796. 

Q  What  was  the  description  of  perfons  Who  were  called  the 
Leaders  of  Townfhips  ? 

A»  I  refer  to  the  Sta'-ement  thereof  In  my  Geographical  Work. 

Q.  What  was  the  number  of  Signatures  utually  LWcribed  to 
the  Petition  for  the  gr^ut  of  a  Township  ? 

A.  About  thirty-fix  m  a  Townfhip  of  t*'"  miles  square,  of 
about  4>4<,000  acres,  admitting  each  indivi«luAl  h^d  1200  acres. 

Q.  Has  there  been  any  grants  in  thi»  Province,  in  Free  and 
Common  Soccage  to  any  one  individual,  «xceeding  1^0  dcres, 
ana  what  were  they  ? 

A.  As  far  as  I  recollect,  to  Sir  Robert  Shore  Milnes,  and  the 
Members  of  the  Executive  Councilj  under  a  Special  Mandamus 
from  home,  as  an  indemnification  for  their  services  and  great  trou- 
ble in  the  land  granting  businels. 

Q.  By  what  denomination  was  generally  known  that  individu- 
al amongft  the  petitioners,  who  charged  himfelf  with  the  prepa- 
ring of  the  Petition,  and  obta'ning  llgnatures  thereto,  with  pre- 
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fenting  the  fame  to  the  Provincial  Governmenti-  and  carrying  it 
through  the  Council,  with  the  expenfes  of  furvey,  and  ultimate- 
ly with  obtainining  the  Patent,  and  paying  the  fees  thereof  ? 

A.  They  were  called  Leaders  of  Townships. 

Q.  Upon  the  face  of  the  Patent  did  they  or  any  of  the  other 
Patentees  receive  any  more  than  1200  acres  ? 

A.  As  far  as  my  knowledge  goes,  not  more. 

Q.  Were  not  thofe  Leaders  by  the  original  underftanding  be- 
tween ihemfelves  and  the  Co-petitioners,  charged  with  this  trou- 
ble and  thefe  expenfes,  without  obtaining  from  their  said  Co-pe- 
titioners any  remuneration  for  the  one  or  reimburfement  for  the 
other  ?  '  5,    <...   »     r. 

A.  I  have  generally  underftood  fuch  was  the  cafe. 

Q.  What  might  be  the  expenfes  of  Survey  and  Patent  on  a 
Township  of  44,000  acres  ? 

A.  About  jg340.  -    •         !-  -•■"  '-'»'*  '    '  •' 

Q.  What  was  the  average  value  of  lands  in  thofe  Townships, 
as  they  were  purchafed  up  by  Speculators  from  the  year  1796  to 
1803  and  1804? 

A.  The  lands  were  then  confidered  of  little  value,  as  they  were 
sold,  as  far  as  my  knowledge  extends,  from  6d.  to   15d.  peracrei 

Q.  What  is  the  fmallest  quantity  which  at  that  time  or  now 
Amerkan  Settlers  intending  to  join  in  opening  and  effecting  a 
Settlement  in  an  uncultivated  Township  in  this  Province,  would 
accept  as  a  fre'e  grant  from  the  Crown  ? 

A.  I  should  think  not  lefs  than  a  Lot  of  200  acres. 

Q.  Was  not  the  prefent  diftribution  of  the  Townships  into 
Lots  of  200  acres  adopted  in  confequence  of  a  knowledge  of  this 
fact  ? 

A.  I  cannot  answer  this  Queftion,  inasmuch  as  the  fyftem  of 
dividing  into  Lots  of  200  acres,  was  eftablished  before  I  entered 
into  office. 

Q.  Did  not  the  fyftem  of  granting  to  the  actual  fettlers  of  lots 
of  not  lefs  than  200  acres,  obtain  as  well  in  Lower  as  in  Upper- 
Canada,  down  to  the  laft  peace  with  France,  and  the  consequent 
influx  of  British  Emigrants  into  these  Colonies  ? 

Ao  I  can  say  nothing  as  to  the  caufe  of  the  influx,  but  I  believe 
it  was  generally  the  cafe,  that  Lots  of  200  acres  were  granted. 

Q.  Was  it  not  univerfally  the  cafe  in  this  Province  ?  •'*'»'  ■  '^■• 
^,   A-  I  cannot  say  whether  it  was  universally  the  cafe  of  not. 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  any  grant  being  made  of  a 
lefser  quantity  of  land  than  200  acres  to  any  individual,  previous 
to  the  peace  with  France  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know  of  any,  as  far  as  my  memory  goes  X 

Q.  Has  any  fmaller  quantity  than  200  acres  been  tendered  to 
British  Emigrants  latterly  ?  '  .    " 
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A.  Yes ;  100  acres  is  what  is  ufually  tendered  and  given  under 
Location  Tickets,  and  to  a  large  Family  a  greater  quantity,  ge- 
nerally not  exceeding  200  acres. 

Q.  How  was  the  Leader  of  a  Township  indemnified  for  the  ex- 
penfe  ofj^340,  he  receiving  no  more  than  1200  acres,  under  the 
Patent,  worth  from  6d.  to  15d  the  acre  ? 

A.  It  was  generally  underftood  that  they  were  indemnified  by 
receiving  from  the  other  patentees  a  portion  of  the  lands  granted 
to  thefe  patentees. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  under ftand  or  hear  what  that  portion  was  ? 

A.  I  have  generally  underftood  that  some  conveyed  1000  acres» 
and  others  lefs. 

Q.  Are  you  aware  what  is  the  quantity  of  Land  the  Govern- 
ment of  Upper-Canada  tenders  to  Emigrants  generally  ?  •  , 

A.  I  know  nothing  about  it. 

Q.  Have  there  been  any  new  Seigniories  erected  in  this  coun- 
try fince  its  conqueft  by  the  British  r 

A.  None  that  I  know  of  but  Murray  Bay  and  Mount  Murray, 
and  Shoolbred  in  the  District  of  Gaspe. 

Q.  What  is  the  number  of  Seigniories  in  the  Districts  of  Que- 
bec, Montreal  and  Three-Rivers  ? 

A.  As  far  as  I  can  recollect^  two  hundred  and  eighteen  in  the 
whjoe  Province,  viz:  ''     ^  '  ..  - 

In  the  Diftrict  of  Quebec,  92  Fiefs  &  Sgnrs.  &  5  Iflands. 

,         =     Three-Rivers,  S6  do.  do.         2     do. 

i  '^    '    i    i/-.    Mo"^''^^^         61  do.  do.         9     do. 

Gafpe,  11  do.  do.         2     do. 

amounting  altogether  to  about  12,700,000  arpents. 

Q.  What  portion  of  the  Diftrict  of  Montreal  is  actually  qonce* 
ded  and  fettled  ? 

A.  I  conceive  confiderably  upwards  of  three-fourths,  except 
the  Seigniory  of  Beauharnois  of  thirty-fix  square  leagues,  /hich 
I  believe  does  not  exceed  one  fourth. 

.  Q.  What  portion  f  f  the  Diftrict  of  Three-Rivers,  and  what 
portion  of  the  Diftrict  of  Quebec,  which  is  fus(*ptible  of  cultiva* 
tion,  is  actually  conceded  and  fettled  ? 

A.  I  conceive  on  an  average  hardly  two-thirds,  many  not  more 
than  one  half,  and  some  which  I  believe  do  not  exceed  one 
fourth.  •      •  ,  ,         ,    J 

Q.  Is  the  surplus  Agricultural  population  of  the-  Province  of 
Lower-Canada  at  all  considerable  ?  •    .  . 

A.  I  think  it  is. 

Q.  Is  the  diftribution  of  lands  in  the  cultivated  parts  in  the 
Seigniories   of  Lower-Canada^  amungft  their  Settlers^  tolerably 

equal?  .v^il  I-  ':l-i'    '-'     ' ''    "'  ':*-'     '      -'''r     i-r.-^    ■  .^ 

A.  I  think  it  is. 
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Q.  What  is  the  ufual  Ilze  of  the  Farms  In  Lower-Canada,  111 
the  Seigniories  ? 

A.  They  are  generally  of  three  arpertts  in  front  by  thirty  in 
depth,  or  of  three  arpents  in  front  by  forty-two  in  depth,  except 
in  a  few  singular  indances,  in  fome  of  the  Hrfl  original  grantSi 
which  have  not  a  greater  front  but  a  far  greater  depth. 

Q.  Are  they  not  now  in  many  in  (lances  fubdivided  to  a  degree 
which  renders  them  infufHcient  to  afford  convenience  to  the  far- 
mer and  his  family  ? 

A.  Yes  i  I  believe  it  to  be  the  case  in  many  parts  of  this  Pro- 
vince. 

Q.  Is  not  a  Farmer  holding  (ix  nrpents  in  front  by  thirty  irt 
depth,  in  the  old  Settlements,  confidered  as  a  wealthy  landholder 
by  his  neighbours  ? 

A.  I  believe  he  is. 

Q.  Is  not  the  proportion  of  individuals  holding  farms  of  this 
extent  in  the  old  Settlements,  very  small  ? 

A,  In  proportion  to  the  aggregate  Settlers  Within  the  Seignio- 
ries, I  should  think  it  is. 

-  Q.  Is  not  the  proportion  of  individuals  fettled  upon  lots  of  land 
of  lefs  than  three  arpents  in  front,  fituate  in  the  front  Conces- 
sions of  the  Seigniories  lying  between  this  place  and  Montreal, 
confiderable  ? 

A.  I  cannot  pofitively  anfwer  this  queftion,  net  having  direc- 
ted my  attention  to  this  object,  but  I  believe  it  to  Lc   he  case. 

Q.  What  were  the  rents  and  services  with  which  the  Farmers 
were  charged  anterior  to  the  conqueft  ? 

A.  They  vary  ;  fome  at  forty  Sols,  others  one  Ecu  Tournoiif, 
but  I  believe  never  exceeding. 

Q.  Are  thefe  charges  deemed  onerous  by  the  people  of  the 
Country  ? 

A.  1  never  underflood  they  were. 

Q.  Would  they  prefer  to  fettle  in  the  Seigniories  with  these  char- 
ges, in  preference  to  fettling  on  lands  in  Free  and  Common  Soc- 
cager  -  *''■'"  •  "_"■'■■  ■  "  ' 

A.  I  prefume  they  would. 

Q.  Have  any  number  of  Canadian  Settlers  eftabtished  them- 
felves  on  the  lands  granted  in  Free  and  Common  Scfccage  ? 

A.  I  believe  very  few. 

Q.  To  what  caufe  do  you  attribute  this  ?     "  '  ' 

A.  The  reafons  are  obvious  i  they  do  not  like  the  Tenure,  dS 
they  do  not  know  it,  they  do  not  like  to  leave  their  relations  and 
friends,  and  they  like  to  be  within  reach  of  their  Churches. 

Q.  Have  the  goodnefs  to  look  at  the  Lift  in  your  Topographi- 
cal Work,  and  to  inform  the  Committee  how  many  of  the  Lea- 
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Qcrs  of  Townships  named  in  that  List,  were  Members  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive or  LegiHative  Council  of  the  Province  ? 

A.  I  believe  about  fix  of  the  Executive  and  five  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council* 

Q.  Do  not  fix  Members  and  even  lefs,  ufually  conftitutc  a  ma- 
jority of  the  Executive  Council  ? 

A.  I  cannot  pofitively  say  the  number  neceflary  to  conditute  a 
Quorum  in  the  Council. 

Q.  How  many  of  the  individuals  in  that  Lift  receiving  lands  of 
larger  grants  than  1200  acres,  were  Law-Officers  of  the  Crown  ? 

A.  I   believe  only  one. 

Q.  How  many  of  the  faid  Leaders  were  Civil  Officers  of  the 
Crown,  receiving  emoluments  for  their  fervices,  excluiive  of  the 
above  two  clafses  ? 

A.  I  believe  about  feven  or  eight,  as  far  as  I  en  judge, 

Q.  how  many  perfons  engaged  excluiively  in  large  Commercial 
dealings  in  the  Cities  of  Montreal  and  Quebec  became  Leaders 
of  Townships  ? 

A.  About  fix  Merchants. 

Q.  How  many  perfons  of  the  Military  Staff  of  His  Excellency 
the  Governor  in  Chief  for  the  time  being,  were  Leaders  of 
Townships  f 

A.  Two.     '  '"'"' 

Q.  Suppofing  that  each  of  the  Leaders  of  the  firft  Clafs  recei- 
ved fro.Ti  each  of  the  Afsociates  a  conveyance  of  one  thoufand 
2,cres,  what  was  the  whole  quantity  of  acres  of  the  Wafte  Lands 
of  the  Crown,  of  which  they  became  pofleffed  ? 

A.  As  the  Leaders  of  Townships  held  generally  one  fourth  or 
one  half  of  a  Township,  in  that  cafe  thofe  that  were  Leaders  for 
one  fourth  of  a  River  Township,  admitting  the  re-conveyance  as 
above  ftated,  would  remain  for  one  fourth  of  a  Township  about 
10,200  acres,  for  half  a  Township  20,4'00,  and  in  cafes  of  a  whole 
Township  about  40,800  acres. 

Q.  What  was  the  entire  quantity  of  land  given  to  His  Excellen- 
cy Sir  Robert  Shore  Milnes,  and  to  the  Members  of  the  Execu- 
tive Council,  under  Mandamuses  from  England,  as  a  remunera- 
tion for  their  Services  .** 

A,  There  was  granted  to  Sir  Robert  Shore  Milnes,  48,000 
ajcres,  and  to  fome  of  the  Executive  Councillors  J  2,000  acres  each, 
and  to  others  6000  acres  each. 

Q.  Will  you  have  the  goodnefs  to  look  at  the  above  mentioned 
list,  and  ftate  what  quantity  of  land  was  given  to  the  Legislative 
Councillors  as  Leaders  ? 
A.  About  25,000  acres. 

Q.  What  was  the  quantity  given  to  Crown  Officers,  exceeding 
J  200  acres? 
A.  I  cannot  fay  cxa(Stly,  I  believe  fomething  CAceedingSOOO  acres. 
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■  Q.  What  is  the  total  quantity  of  Land  granted  to  Civil  Officers 
of  the  Government  as  Leaders^  and  their  AiTociates  ? 

*  A,  About  la'j.SOO. 

Q    What  is  the  total  amount  of  land  granted  to  Merchants  ? 
'  A.  About  1 12900  acres. 

Q.  What  is  the  quantity  of  Land  granted  to  perfons  coming 
from  the  United  States  as  Leaders  i 
'  A.  About  376,200 acres.  '    •..'     : 

Q.  What  is  the  quantity  of  cultivable  land  in  the  fouthern 
fliore,  contained  within  the  ungranted  wafte  lands  of  the  Crown  ? 

A.  There  remains  ungranted  within  the  triangular  space  of 
Country  bounded  by  the  Province  Line  Latitude  forty-Hve  de- 
;;rees  north,  by  the  Saint  Lawrence  on  the  north,  and  the  River 
Chaudiere  to  the  north- east,  about  1,800,000'acres,  after  dcdudl- 
ing  the  two-fevenths  for  Crown  and  Clergy  rel'ervations ;  I  ihould 
conceive  that  upwards  of  three-fourths  is  cultivable  land,  and  fit 
for  every  fpecies  of  grain  peculiar  to  the  Country. 

Q.  What  is  the  quantity  of  cultivable  Wafte  Lands  of  the 
Crown  lying  between  the  Ottawa  and  Sagucnay  Rivers  ?       ,    .^ 

A.  I  cannot  give  a  correct  idea  of  the  lands  fit  for  culture  be« 
tween  the  Saguenay  and  the  Riviere  du  Goufre,  yet  I  am  of  opi- 
nion that  there  may  be  found  many  tracts  of  cultivable  land, 
though  the  Country  is  generally  extremely  mountainous,  but  from 
the  Goufre  to  the  Ottawa  there  may  be  found  in  the  rear  of  the 
old  grants,  between  the  ridge  of  mountains  that  extend  in  a  fouth 
weft  direction,  nearly  parallel  with  the  Saint  Lawrence,  and 
ilrike  the  Ottawa  in  Granville,  about  300,000  acres  of  arable  and 
cultivable  Land,  including  the  ungranted  parts  of  the  Townships 
already  laid  out  within  thatfpace.       '  *  '  ',  .,  '  . 

Q.  What  would  be  the  moft  advantageous  and  shortest  road 
from  Quebec  communicating  with  L^pper-Canada  ? 

A.  From  Berthier  a  road  might  be  laid  out  in  the  direction  u{ 
the  Township  of  Kildare  through  Rawdon,  Kilkenny,  Abercrom- 
bie,  Wentworth,  Chatham,  &c.,  to  Granville,  which  would  short- 
en the  diftance  from  Berthier  to  the  latter. place  of  thirty-one 
miles  and  communicate  with  Upper-Canada. 

•  Q.  What  are  the  Fees  taken  in  the  Land  granting  bufinefs  ? 
A.  My  Patent  Fees  are  1 5s.  per  1000  acres,  and  as  far  as  lean 

recollect  thofe  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Province  10.y.  and  that  of 
the  Clerk  of  the  Council,  I  believe  10^.  Governor  15s.  Auditor 
6s. -Sd.  Regiftrar  5.*.  Attorney-General  lQs» 

Q.  Are  there  any  other  taken  by  any  or  all  thofe  Officers  and 
what  are  they  ? 

A.  I  can  only  anfwer  for  myfelf  with  refpect  to  a  correct  ftate- 
ment  of  Fees.  Lands  at  prefent  granted  under  military  conditions 
produce  the  following  Fees  in  my  Office  7s.-8d.  per  Location 
Ticket,  Certificates  of  vacancy  2s.-6d. 

The  List  mentioned  in  the  above  Evidence  is  as  followeth ;— 


\,:iA 


;  and 


17 

Mr.  Sax  appeared  before  your  Committee. 

He  fays  he  is  Surveyor  of  Lands  j  that  he  commcrtced  his  ap* 
preiiticcihip  in  the  year  1789,  and  that  for  twenty  years  from 
that  time  he  has  been  occupied  in  practical  Survey  within  this 
Province.  He  Surveyed  different  Seigniories  and  Townfhips  in 
the  Diftrict  of  Montreal.  The  country  generally  fpeaking,  is 
hilly  in  the  Townships,  but  the  foil  good  and  Arong,  and  the 
land  cultivable,  excepting  here  and  there  a  mountain  and  some 
swamps.  The  borders  of  the  Saint  Ijawrence  are  granted  in  Sei- 
gniories, and  towards  the  Lines  on  the  Sorel  River  it  is  alfo  gran-^ 
ted  in  Seigniories.  There  are  alfo  five  or  fix  Seigniories  on  the 
St.  Francis,  and  the  lands  granted  in  Free  and  Common  Scccage 
beyond  the  Seigniories,  amount  to  about  two  millions  of  acres, 
but  there  remains  upwards  of  one  million  of  acres  in  the  tmcts 
erected  into  Townlhips  ungrantedi  exclufive  of  the  Crown  and 
Clergy  refervcs.  In  Townfhips  already  erected,  the  one  half  of 
the  lands  are  of  an  excellent  quality,  and  the  other  half  of  an  in- 
ferior quality.  He  does  not  know  what  is  the  quality  of  the  lands 
ungranted  and  not  furveyed.  The  neareft  point  of  the  ungrantcd 
and  unfurveycd  lands  is  about  iix  miles  from  the  Canadian  Settle- 
ments, the  moft  remote  point  is  from  fifty  to  fixty  miles.  He 
knows  nothing  of  the  ungrantcd  lands  lying  on  the  north  ihore 
of  the  River  Saint  Lawrence,  excepting  the  Townfliip  of  Bran- 
don in  the  rear  of  Bcrthier,  in  the  Dillrict  of  Montreal,  which 
he  furveyed  himfelf,  and  the  land  of  which  is  excellent  except  in 
the  rear,  which  is  mountainous. — The  Fees  upon  the  Grants  or 
Patent  are  jf3  6s,  8d.  per  one  thoufand  acres,  exclufive  of  the 
expenfes  of  the  Survey,  but  for  thofe  lands  which  are  granted  by 
Location  Tickets,  the  F  es  are  '5s.  6d.  per  name,  on  filing  the 
Petiti'-'n  at  the  Executive  Council  Oflice,  JOs.  2d  at  the  Survey- 
or-Gen ral's  Office,  2s.  (  '  at  the  Provincial  Secretary's  Oiiice, 
and  he  b'  lieves  2s.  6d.  nioi  at  the  Executive  Coimcil  Office  for 
a  Copy  of  the  Report,  which  is  lodged  in  the  Surveyor-Genera' 
Office.  Ihe  firlt  ex^enle  to  whicl  the  Petitioner  for  land  is  fi  .» 
jefted,  is  the  payment  of  28.  6d.  to  the  Surveyor-General  fi  a 
Certificate  of  vacancy  ;  the  fecond  charge  is  likewife  2s.  6d.  ..t 
the  Provincial  Secretary  >  Ofiice  for  a  certificate  that  no  Patent 
has  been  granted  for  the  laud  prayed  for  ;  the  third  charge  is  15s. 
6d.  to  be  paid  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Executive  Council,  and  exafted 
previous  to  the  Petition  being  received  i  the  fourth  charge  of 
2s.  6d.  is  likewise  exailed  by  the  fame  Officer  for  a  Copy  of  the 
Order  in  Coun.  '  the  fifth  charge  is  7s.  8d.  at  the  Surveyor  Ge- 
neral's Office  ;or  J  Location  lickets,  making  altogether  thirty 
Ihillingsand  e:^.iiv  i^ence. 
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Mr.  Sax  further  fays  that  this  Location  Ticket  is  given  to  the 
perfon  intending  to  fettle  fuch  land,  and  on  conditions  of  fettle- 
ment  by  himfelf  or  fome  other  perfon  for  him,  and  clearing  four 
acres  of  land  and  building  a  houfe  on  his  grant.    The  grantee  of 
half  a  Lot  is  bound  to  do  as  much  as  the  grantee  of  fix  Lots, 
equal  to  1200  acres.     The  erecting  of  Townships  and  the  grant- 
ing of  lands  on  the  fouth  shore  of  the  River  Saint  Lawrence  com" 
menced  in  1792,  and  continued  in  large  grants  till  about  1798. 
It  was  well  known  during  the  whole  of  that  period  of  time,  that 
no  more  than  1200  acres  could  be  granted  in  a  Township  to  one 
individual,  and  it  was  alfo  underftood  that  fuch  grantee  could  not 
obtain  a  grant  in  any  other  Township.      The  population   of  the 
Townships  on  the  fouth  shore  of  the  Saint  Lawrence  is  about 
twenty  thoufand  fouls,  giving  about  four  thoufand  Militia  men. 
The  Settlements  in  the  Seigniories  have  more  rapidly  augmented 
than  in  the  Townships.     The  Seigniors  grant  lands  at  the  rate  of 
jGve  livres  and  two  sols,  and  two  and  a  quarter  minots  of  wheat 
for  ninety  arpents  in  fuperficies,  and  others  much  lefs.  There  are 
fome  exceptions  to  this  ;  in  fome  ini^ances  fix  pence  for  every  fu« 
perficial  arpent  is  exa^ed  per  annum.    There  are  fome  Seigniors 
who  fell  their  lands  at  an  arbitrary  rate,  by  fixing  the  price  them- 
felves  bcfides  exacting  the  annual  rents.  i 

Q  What  is  the  number  of  Britifh  Emigrants  that  are  adhially 
fettled  in  this  Province  fince  the  laft  peace  with  France  ? 

A.  I  think  that  the  number  of  Emigrants  fettled  in  this  Pro- 
vince is  about  one  hundred,  and  does  not  exceed  one  hundred 
snd  fifty,  to  the  beft  of  my  knowledge. 

Q.  \v  hat  has  been  the  number  of  applications  of  Emigrants  for 
fettling  in  this  Province?  >  .  i    »,     ^  .  v.4 

A.  The  number  is  about  one  thoufand. 
Q.  How  long  ago  is  it  that  these  applications  were  made  ? 
A.  Within  the  two  last  years  the  number  of  applications  amoun- 
ted to  about  fix  hundred,  and  in  the  preceding  years  to  four  hun^ 
dred. 

Q.  What  is  the  average  time  before  the  applicants  obtain  their 
Location  Tickets,  and  are  enabled  to  fettle  on  their  lands  ? 
A.  From  one  month  to  three  months. 

Q.  May  not  the  interval  of  one  month's  delay  in  a  particular 
feafon,  deprive  the  emigrant  of  obtaining  a  crop  from  his  land,  or 
put  him  back  ? 

A.  I  think  it  may  put  him  back  for  eight  months. 
G.  W.  AUfopp,  Elquire,  appeared  before  your  Committee. 
Q.  Have  you  had  any  and  what  means  of  becoming  acquainted 
with  the  manner  of  applying  for  and  obtaining  grants  of  land  in 
the  Townfhips  iituated  on  the  fouthern  fhore  of  the  Sd  Lawrence  ? 
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A.  It  is  fo  many  years  fince,  that  I  have  very  little  recolle£>ion, 
thofe  tranfadtions  were  generally  done  by  my  father,  who  was  li- 
ving at  the  time. 

Q.  What  is  the  import  of  the  term  "  Leader"  of  a  Townfhip, 
and  who  are  the  perlbns  known  by  the  names  of  "  Aflbciates"  ? 

A.  The  term  Leader  of  a  Townfhip  is  applied  to  perfons  apply- 
ing for  a  quarter,  half,  or  a  whole  Townfhip,  and  Affociates  '^re 
perfons  who  are  confidered  to  be  u\e  cultivators,  or  perfons  \vlio 
are  to  aflist  in  the  efkablifliment  of  a  Townfhip. 

Q.  In  what  proportions  are  the  grants  to  the  Leader  and  the 
Affociates  made  in  the  Patent  which  is  ultimately  ilTued  ? 

A.  Twelve  hundred  acres  for  the  Leaders,  and  twelve  hun- 
dred acres  for  each  affociate. 

Q.  Who  paid  the  expenfes  of  Survey  and  the  Patent  Fees  ? 

A.  The  Leaders  as  far  as  I  know  paid  all  the  expenfes  of  ex- 
ploring. Survey  and  Patent  Fees. 

Q.  Who  preiented  the  Petition,  attended  it  through  its  pro- 
grels,  and  exerted  himfelf  to  obtain  a  fuccessful  refult  ? 

A.  The  Leader.  •;  a  .  /   o  .    .  .: 

Q.  Who  paid  the  agents  for  their  trouble  ? 

A.  Not  having  had  any  agents  for  what  I  have  been  concerned 
in,  I  do  not  know,  but  I  have  underftood  that  perfons  applying 
for  Lands  at  a  diflance  from  the  Capital  did  employ  agents  refi» 
dent  at  Quebec,  to  obtain  the  lands  that  they  applied  for. 

Q.  Did  the  Leaders  obtain  any  and  what  remuneration  or  re- 
imburfement  for  the  above  fervices  and  expenfes  ? 

A.  The  Leaders  made  different  arrangements  with  their  AfTo- 
ciates  according  to  the  fituation  in  which  Townfhips  were  placed, 
fbme  more,  fome  lefs.  As  far  as  i  have  underltood  they  have 
got  one  thoufand  acres  out  of  twelve  hundred  transferred  to  them, 
on  their  being  at  the  whole  expenfe  of  exploring,  furyeying,  fub- 
dividing,  and  paying  the  fees  of  Office. 

Q.  What  was  the  defer  iption  of  perfons  whofe  names  were  ufed 
as  Affociates ;  were  tliey  likely  to  make  actual  fettlements  or 
otherwife  ? 

A.  My  Affociates  in  half  a  quarter  of  a  Townfhip  which  I  ob- 
tained were  refpeftable  Tradesmen,  Canadians,  refiding  in  the 
City  of  Quebec,  and  at  that  period  having  property  and  funds  ca- 
pable of  providing  for  the  fettlement  of  their  refpeftive  portions, 
and  I  believe  they  are  flill  poffeffors  of  thefe  Lands. 

Q.  What  was  the  confideration  you  gave  to  your  Affociates  ? 

A.  As  a  Leader  for  the  fmall  part  of  the  Townfhip  I  obtained, 
I  applied  for  it  in  my  own  name,  and  gave  in  the  names  of  my 
Affociates,  having  previously  explained  to  the  Affociates  in  what 
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way  they  were  to  re-convey  a  part  of  the  lands  to  be  granted  to 
them,  to  myself  as  Leader. 

Q.  What  was  the  quantity  of  land  reconveyed  to  you  ? 

A*  Having  been  at  confiderable  expenfe  in  exploring,  survey- 
ing and  fubdividing  for  fo  fmall  a  part  of  a  Townlhip  as  I  obtain- 
ed, I  received  eleven  hundred  acres  out  of  the  twelve  hundred 
from  each  Aflbciate,  who  confifted  of  four  perfons. 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  a  lefs  quantity  than  one  thouT 
fand  acres  being  ftipulated  for  by  the  Leader  ? 

A.  I  ktlow  nothing  about  it. 

O.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  Aflbciates  affigning  or 
agreeing  to  a£[ign  their  interest  in  the  two  hundred  acres  previoqs 
to  the  iiTuing  of  the  Patent,  and  did  this  occur  frequently  ? 

A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  What  was  the  average  price  of  the  wafte  lands  of  the  Crovrn 
at  that  time  ? 

A,  That  was  entirely  guided  by  the  fituation  where  the  Town- 
fhips  were  placed.  I  fuppofe  from  one  fhilling  an  acre  to  ten  Ihilr 
lings,  or  more.  *'  •  • 

Q.  What  quantity  of  the  wafte  lands  of  the  Crown  have  you 
in  your  poiTeffion  ? 

A.  I  do  not  exadtly  know  the  quantity,  but  I  fuppofe  about 
five  thoufand  acres. 

Q.  Have  you  caufed  to  be  cleared  and  inclofed  any  and  what 
quantity  of  land,  and  at  what  price  and  where  f 

A.  No  I  have  not ',  but  I  have  at  various  times  attempted  to  get 
Settlers. 

Q.  Have  you  knowledge  that  lands  in  the  actual  polTeffion  and 
occupation  of  different  individuals,  improved  by  them,  have  been 
iubfequently  granted  to  other  individuals,  and  *a)  any  and  what 
extent  ? 

A.  I  know  nothing  about  it,  except  from  what  I  might  have 
heard. 

Q.  Are  there  not  many  perfons  in  this  Province  whofe  purfuits 
are  altogether  foreign  from  agriculture,  '  and  who  pofTefs  like 
yourfelf  large  tradts  of  wafte  lands  of  the  Crown  ? 

A.  There  may  be  many  in  this  Province,  but  I  have  no  per-*- 
fonal  knowledge  of  the  faft. 

Q.  Look  at  the  General  Statement  of  lands  granted  in  free  and 
common  Soccage  in  the  Province  of  Lower-Canada,  as  contained 
in  Lieutenant  Colqoel  Bpuchette*s  Work,  and  tell  the  Committee 
how  many  were  Leaders  of  Townihips  ? 

A.  I  have  only  a  knowledge  of  fix  perfons  contained  in  that 
Liii,  who  were  Leaders  of  Townibips>  there  3xq  many  others 


in  the  fame  List  who,  as    I  have  been  informed  from   general 
report,  were  Leaders  of  Townftiips. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  any  perfon  within  this  Province,  difpofed 
to  become  an  aftual  Settler,  would  accept  fifty  or  one  hundred 
acres  of  the  ungranted  wafte  lands  of  the  Crown,  on  condition  of 
effefting  an  actual  fettlement  thereon  ? 

A.  Very  few,  unlefs  confiderable  advances  were  made  to  them, 
or  except  they  had  fome  funds  of  their  own. 

Q.  Do  the  large  trafts  of  land  held  by  yourfelf  and  others  in 
the  Townlhips,  and  who  do  not  relide  there  and  improve  and 
cultivate  the  fame,  yield  any  and  what  revenues  to  the  proprietor 
thereof  ? 

A.  I  have  never  received  any  remuneration  or  profit  from  that 
part  of  the  Townfhip  that  I  poflfefs,  nor  from  the  disburfements 
that  I  made  towards  it. 

Q.  What  in  your  eftimation  has  retarded  the  Settlement 
thereof? 

A.  The  manner  in  which  the  Referves  of  the  Crown  and  Cler- 
gy in  the  Townlhips  have  been  divided,  has  operated  as  adifcou- 
ragement  to  a  fettlement  of  the  lands  in  my  opinion ;  I  think  it 
would  have  been  better  if  thefe  referves  had  been  placed  in  one 
corner  of  the  Townfliip,  which  would  have  been  advantageous  to 
the  Grantee  as  well  as  the  Crown. 

Q.  Do  you  apprehend  that  the  abfence  of  the  large  landed  pro- 
prietors, and  their  neglefting  their  Settlement  duties,  has  mainly 
contributed  to  retard  the  fettlement  of  these  lands  ? 

A,  Yes,  in  fome  inftances. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Robinfon,  Culler  of  Timber,  of  the  City  of  Quebec, 
appeared  before  your  Committee,  and  anfwered  as  followeth  : — 

Q.  Have  you  relided  for  any  and  what  length  of  time  in  tuc 
Townfliips  on  the  fouth  ihore  of  the  River  St.  Lawrence,  in  the 
Diftria  of  Three-Rivers  ? 

A.  I  have  refided  for  eight  years,  from  1806  to  1814,  gene- 
rally in  the  Townihips  of  Compton  and  Afcott. 

Q.  Have  you  caufed  to  be  cleared  and  incloled  any  and  what 
quantity  of  land,  and  at  what  price  and  where  ^ 

A  I  cleared  myfelf  in  the  Townfhip  of  Compton  about  fixty 
acres ;  the  common  price  for  clearing  was  about  ten  dollars  per 
acre  ? 

Q.  What  is  the  quantity  of  Stock  in  your  pofTefSon,  and  have 
you  ere^ed  any  and  what  buildings  upon  the  faid  land,  and  of 
what  value  ? 

'  A.  My  quantity  of  Stock  was  very  small,  I  erefted  a  houfe  of 
the  value  of  jfilOO,  but  no  other  buildings.  I  have  fince  difpofed 
of  my  property  at  a  fmall  value. 
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Q.  Have  you  paiTed  through  any  and  what  Townflilps,  and 
what  is  the  extent  of  the  cleared  lauds  in  the  fame,  and  the  po- 
pulation thereof  refpedllvely,  and  are  there  any  and  what  Town- 
ihips  on  the  Ibuth  fhore  in  which  there  are  no  clearings  or  Set- 
tlements ? 

A.  I  have  paiTed  through  the  whole  of  the  Townfliips  on  the 
River  St.  Francis,  as  far  as  the  Township  of  liaton,  and  from  Af- 
cott  to  Stanftead  on  the  line.  The  Township  of  Stanflead  is  for 
the  greateft  part  cleared  and  fettled  r  there  are  four  Companies  of 
Militia  in  that  Township.  The  Township  of  Hatley  is  in  part 
cleared  and  fettled  ;  the  other  Townships  are  partly  cleared,  fome 
more  fome  lefs.  There  are  fome  Townships,  for  inftance  Barford, 
Stoke,  and  a  few  others  where  there  are  no  Settlements. 

Q.  What  is  the  ftate  of  the  roads  in  the  faid  Townsiiips  and 
are  there  any  and  what  caufes,  which  tend  to  advance  or  retard 
the  improvement  of  the  internal  communications  of  the  faid  Town-< 
ships? 

A.  The  roads  in  general  are  bad,  the  caufe  is  that  the  Crown 
and  Clergy  Referves  are  not  fettled ;  likewife  the  abfence  from 
the  Province  of  largo  landholders,  the  actual  fettlers  having  been 
obliged  to  open  and  make  thefe  roads  through  neceflity  ;  this  all 
retards  the  fettlement,  and  this  is  the  principal  caufe  why  1  parted 
with  my  property  in  the  Township  of  Compton. 

Q.  kre  there  any  and  what  number  of  perfons  in  the  faid 
Townfhips  who  have  fettled  upon  and  improved  wafte  lands  of 
the  Crown  in  the  fame,  which  faid  lands  have  fince  the  faid  Set- 
tlement been  granted  by  patent  under  the  Great  Seal  of  the  Pro- 
iiince  to  other  individuals,  and  what  is  the  number  of  the  faid  Set- 
tlers, and  to  what  biifinefs,  profeflion  or  education  were  they  edu- 
cated, and  what  generally  were  the  places  of  refldence,  profeflion 
and  occupations  of  the  Grantees  of  the  Crown,  and  have  thefe 
latter  made  or  attempted  to  make  any  fettlement  upon  the  fame  ? 

A.  I  have  no  perfonal  knowledge  of  the  matters  referred  to  in 
this  Queftion,  but  it  is  generally  believed  so  in  the  Townships, 
and  particularly  in  the  Township  of  Stanftead'.  I  know  one  per- 
fon  who  bought  a  lot  of  land  about  twelve  years  ago  in  a  ftate  of 
nature,  in  the  Township  of  Compton,  and  after  clearing  thirty  or 
forty  acres  of  the  fame,  and  building  a  houfe  and  a  barn  thereon, 
he  learned  that  the  land  belonged  to  His  Excellency  Sir  Robert 
Shore  Milnes.  This  perlon,  to  my  knowledge  has  sent  a  petition 
to  the  former  Governor,  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  for 
a  grant  of  this  faid  land,  and  has  as  yet  not  received  any  anfwer 
to  his  Petition,  but  he  ilill  remams  at  the  present  moment  on  the 
faid  land,  in  expe^atiou  of  obtaining  a  title.    Several  perfons , 
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went  and  fettled  on  thefe  lands  and  made  partial  clearings,  buf 
not  being  able  lo  procure  titles  they  left  them.  I  believe  there 
are  feveral  other  persor  in  the  fame  fituation,  but  I  cannot  spe- 
cify any  particular  inllance.  Moft  of  the  Grantees  of  the  Town- 
ship of  Compton,  have  never  attempted  to  make  any  Settlement 
or  any  roads  upon  the  fame,  and  they  are  not  likely  to  do  fo  un- 
der exilling  circumflances. 

Q.  What  are  the  caufes  which  in  your  eftimation  have  contri- 
buted to  advance  or  retard  the  Settlement  of  the  faid  Townships, 
and  the  profperity  of  the  same  ? 

A.  The  caufes  why  the  Townships  are  not  more  fettled,  is  the 
badncfs  of  the  roads,  the  want  of  Schools  and  of  Courts  of  juftice 
and  the  unequal  diflribution  of  the  lands,  and  in  as  much  as  the 
Crown  and  Clergy  Referves  interfere  with  the  keeping  the  roads 
in  order  ;  for  the  people  who  are  partly  fettled  on  thei'e  Referves 
are  not  bound  to  aflist  in  making  roads.  Many  perfons  have  taken 
lands  in  thefe  Townships  and  began  making  farms,  but  on  account 
of  the  above  ftated  difficulties,  they  have  d.ferted  their  farms  or 
fold  them  at  a  very  fmall  price. 

Q.  What  is  the  diftribution  of  the  faid  lands,  are  they  general- 
ly didributed  equally  or  otherwife,  and  what  is  the  ufaal  fize 
and  dimeniions  of  the  farms  in  the  faid  Townships  P 

A.  The  Grants  to  fome  individuals  are  too  large  to  expeft  that 
they  would  fettle  thereon  and  improve  the  fame ;  for  inllance,  in 
the  Township  of  Compton,  nearly  one  half  of  that  Township  is 
granted  to  one  individual,  and  no  fettlements  or  roads  have  ever 
been  effedted  by  him,  cr  even  an  acre  of  land  lold  by  him  fince 
his  grant.  The  ufual  fize  of  farms  where  people  have  fettled  on 
and  made  improvements,  is  from  thirty  to  one  hundred  acres. 
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Mr.  Jacob  Pozer  appeared  before  your  Committee. 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  and  what  means  of  becoming  acquainted 
with  the  manner  of  applying  for  and  obtaining  grants  of  Land  in 
the  Townships  fituated  on  the  fouthern  shore  of  the  St.  Lawrencef 

A.  I  applied  about  two  years  ago  jointly  with  my  father  and 
brothers,  for  part  of  the  Township  of  Shenley,  adjoining  my  fa- 
ther's Seigniory,  to  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Kichmond,  to  which 
Petition  we  received  the  fame  day  an  anlwer  on  the  back  of  it,  by 
which  it  was  fent  to  the  Land  Committee,  /ifter  the  lapse  of 
three  or  four  months  I  was  fent  for  by  the  land  Committee,  requeft- 
ing  to  know  whether  I  had  any  thing  to  add  to  the  Petition,  and 
they  gave  for  anfwer  that  they  had  it  not  in  their  power  to  grant 
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the  whole  of  our  prayer,  that  I  fhould  further  conflder  ofi  it,  and 
return  the  Petitic  :,  and  they  would  fend  it  to  the  Land  Board  in 
England  for  further  confideration.  —      ,    - 

Q.  What  is  the  number  and  the  defcriptlon  of  Settlers  whom 
you  were  defirous  of  putting  upon  thcfe  lands  ? 

A.  About  one  hundred  and  thirteen  Germans. 

Q.  What  is  fince  become  of  them  ?  ' 

A.  There  are  about  thirty  of  them  who  went  away,  the  re- 
maitider  fettled  upon  the  Seigniory  of  Aubert  Gallion,  belonging 
to  my  father. 

Q.  Was  your  father  one  of  thofe  perfons  known  by  the  name 
of  Loyalifts,  and  did  he  ferve  and  in  what  capacity  during  the  re- 
volutionary war  ?  •' 

A.  Yes,  he  ferved  in  the  Provincial  Corps  of  Sir  J.  Johnson  as 
a  Serjeant  and  was  on  duty  at  the  evacuation  of  New- York. 

Q.  Did  he  make  any  and  what  application  for  grants  and  with 
whom,  and  fingly  and  with  what  defcription  of  Perfons,  and  what 
was  the  refult  of  his  application  ? 

A.  He  (igned  a  Petition  which  was  taken  round  by  the  Honou- 
rable Hugh  Finlay  as  Leader  of  a  Township  for  himfelf  and  his  fa- 
mily, and  feveral  of  our  neighbours  did  the  fame.  The  Township 
was  granted  to  Mr.  Hugh  Finlay.  Seme  years  ago,  conceiving  that 
thefe  lands  might  be  valuable,  I  made  enquiries  in  the  Provincial 
Secretary's  Office,  expecting  to  find  in  it  the  name  of  my  father 
for  twelve  hundred  acres,  my  mother,  myfelf  and  my  fix  brothers 
and  fiflers  for  twelve  hundred  acres  each,  and  found  that  our 
names  and  thofe  of  our  neighbours  were  not  in  the  grant,  but 
names  of  oiher  perfons  whom  I  do  not  know  nor  ever  heard  of.    - 

Q.  Was  not  the  Honourable  Hugh  Finlay  a  Member  of  the 
Executive  Council  ur  d  a  Member  of  the  Land  Board  ? 

A.  Mr.  Finlay  was  a  Member  of  the  Executive  Council,  but 
whether  he  was  u  Member  of  the  Land  Board  I  cannot  fay. 

Q^  Were  any  of  the  neighbours  whom  you  have  fpoken  of,  Loy- 
alifts,  or  have  they  ferved  during  the  American  war  ?  - 

A.  Yes,  one  of  them  by  the  name  of  Brown,  was  armourer,  and 
afterwards  Matter  Armourer  of  the  Ordnance  Department  at  Que- 
bec. Mr.  M'Kenzie,  another  of  our  neighbours,  ferved  in  the 
Highland  Regiment  in  Lower-Canada  in  the  feiges  of  1 759  and 
1774. 

Q.  To  your  belief  or  knowledge,  is  there  any  confiderable 
number  of  Loyalifts  fettled  in  the  Townships  on  the  Southern 
shore  of  the  St.  Lawrence? 

A,  None  that  I  know  of.  'rr-;:^»t. 
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Mj.  Thomas  Gary,  Senior,  appeared  before  your  Committee,  '  « 

Q.  Have  you  hud  any  and  what  meant  of  becoming  acquainted  with 
the  manner  of  applying  for  and  obtaining  Grants  of  Land  in  the  Town- 
hips  i 

A.  Yes,  my  means  are  the  knowledge  acquired  from  having  been  se- 
veral yjarsa  Clerk  in  the  Executive  Council  Office,  and  acting  C  lerk  of 
the  Council  during  Mn  Ryland'a  absence,  during  the  whole  of  General 
Prescott's  adminiatraiion,  aud  also  during  the  time  of  Lord  Dorchester'i 
administration,  from  the  time  when  the  Land  granting  business  began. 

Q^  What  is  the  import  of  the  term  "Leader"  of  a  Township,  and 
who  were  the  persons  known  by  the  name  of  **  Associates"  i 

A.  The  Leader  is  the  Chief  of  a  Township,  to  whom,  aud  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  Associates,  the  Township  is  granted  at  th(>  rate  of  twelve 
hundred  acres  each.  No  man  by  the  King's  Listructions  being  allowed 
more  than  twelve  hundred  acres.  This  is  to  be  cunsider'^d  as  unconnected 
with  Military  Grants.  .,, 

Q.  Who  paid  the  expenses  of  Survey,  and  the  Patent  Fees  ? 

A.  The  expenses  of  Survey  were  at  first,  I  bclievei  paid  by  the  Crown* 
the  Patent  Fees  by  the  Grantees.  1   ,/. 

Q.  Who  presented  the  Petition,  attended  it  through  its  progress,  and 
exerted  himself  to  obtain  a  successful  result  ? 

A.  The  Leaders  at  first,  and  afterwards  Agents  were  employed  by  the 
Leaders,  but  this  was  a  private  transaction.  - , 

Q.  Who  paid  the  Agent  for  this  trouble  ?  ;  -^  .,    ^     .,,; 

A.  The  Leader. 

Q.  Did  the  Leaders  obtain  any  and  what  remuneration  or  reimburie- 
ment  for  the  above  services  and  expenses?  j  ,    . /. 

A.  I  have  gene  ally  understood  that  the  Associates  in  consideration  of 
two  hundred  acres  clear  to  them  free  of  all  expense,  conveyed  to  the  Lea- 
der their  remaining  one  thousand  acres,  but  this  Mias'ali  by  private  agree* 
ment,  and  therefore  might  vary,  sometime^  nnore  sometimes  less  ;  or  there 
might  have  been  other  considerations. 

Q.  Were  the  arrangements  of  this  nature  private,  or  were  they  notori- 
ous and  public  ? 

A.  It  was  generally  Uiiderstood  so  publicly.        ' ;  •  ^ 

Q.  During  the  administration  of  General  Prescott,  were  there  not  ma- 
ny applications  pending  before  the  Council  i 

A.  There  were  many  pending,  but  they  had  been  principally  made  du- 
ring Lord  Dorchester's  time, 

Q.  What  length  of  time  had  those  applications  been  pending  ?  ,. 

A.  I  think  the  greater  part  of  them  laid  over  for  years,  before  any  Pa- 
tents were  issued. 

Q.  What  was  the  nature  of  the  differences  between  His  Excellency 
General  Pre^cott  and  the  Executive  Council^  so  far  as  you  feel  yourself 
at  liberty  to  state  these  things  ?  , 

A.  I  understood  it  to  be  respecting  the  land  granting  business.  When 
the  land  graating  business  was  first  commenced,  th^re  was  a  set  of  Books 
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called  the  Land  Books,  which  were  considered  to  be  open  and  public, 
ai  dititinguidhed  from  another  set  of  Bouks,  called  (he  State  Journals. 

Q.  Did  you  not  incur  the  displeasure  of  the  Council,  in  consequence  of 
tcting  under  this  impression  that  the  Land  Journals  were  public  i 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Had  the  parties  making  application  for  land  frre  access  to  the 
ICing's  instructions  respecting  waste  lands  of  the  Crown  ? 

A.  They  had  access  to  the  Journals  by  means  of  extracts,  they  had 
BO  access  to  the  King's  instructions. 

Q.  Were  there  any  and  what  fees  received  by  the  Cleik  of  the  Exe- 
cutive Council,  for  services  rendered  by  him  in  the  land  granting  business  ? 

A*  In  the  beginnii<g  there  were  no  fees.  I  think  there  were  none 
during  the  whole  time  that  Mr.  Williamii  Was  in  that  O'fice.  About 
the  time  that  Mr.  Ryland  came  into  that  OfBce  at*  a  Clerk  of  the  Execu- 
tive Council,  [  believe  there  was  a  Tanf  of  Fees  fur  the  different  offices 
concerned  in  the  land  granting  busines». 

Q.  Was  the  Tarif  established  in  England,  or  in  the  Executive  Coun;* 
oil?  r-- :".:,>  -  ;M,r^;-V'>',v; '  ■./.  ■.'" 

A.  In  the  Executive  Council  I  thinki 

Q.  Is  not  that  Tanf  in  direct  contravention  of  His  Majesty's  instruc' 
tions  ? 

A.  I  cannot  say.  I  think  there  were  no  Fees  in  Mr  Williams'  time, 
but  I  think  there  were  some  allowed  in  Mr.  Ryland's  time.  Over  and 
above  the  fees  charged  in  the  Tarif,  there  were  JFees  charged  for  extracts 
from  Journals  from  the  Land  Book  by  Mr.  Ryland,  but  I  think  not  by 
Mr.  Williams.  I  believe  the  reason  why  no  fees  were  taken  at  first,  was, 
that  the  Grantees   might  have  their  lands  free  of  expense. 

Thomas  Lee,  Esquire,  Notary  Public,  appeared  before  your  Com- 
mittee. 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  and  what  means  of  becoming  acquainted  with 
the  manner  of  applying  for  and  obtaining  grants  of  Land  in  the  Town- 
ships ? 

A.  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  knowing  what  is  done  to  obtain  lands 
in  the  Townships,  having  been  a  Notary's  Clerk  with  Mr.  Voyer  the 
younger,  in  1799,  1800,  1801,  1802  and  1803,  at  the  time  many  of 
those  lands  were  gi'anted  to  various  persons* 

Q.  What  is  the  Import  of  the  term  "  Leader"  of  a  Township,  and 
who  are  the  persons  known  by  the  name  of  "  Associates". 

A.  By**  Leader,"  I  understand  a  person  who  associates  himself  with 
a  number  of  persons  to  obtain  those  lands  or  Townships,  and  by  '*  Associ- 
ates" the  same  individuals,  who  for  a  trifle  reconvey  to  the  Leader  the 
lands  which  the  Government  has  granted  them,  after  having  obtained 
Lttters  Patent. 

Qi  In  what  proportions  are  the  grants  to  the  Leader  and  the  Associ* 
ates  made  in  the    atent  which  is  uhimately  issued  i 

A.  As  well  as  I  can  recollect  twelve  hundred  acres  of  land  were  granted 
to  the  Leader  and  each  of  his  Associates  indiitcriminately.  &  v>«> 

Q.  Who  paid  the  expenses  of  Stirvey  and  the  Fatent  Fees  ? 
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A.  The  Leader. 

Q.  Who  prcdcnted  the  Petition,  tttended  it  through  it«  progteii  and 
exerted  himself  to  obtain  a  luccebsful  result  ? 

A.  The  Leader,  or  an  Agent  whom  he  employed,  for  the  Alsociatei 
were  merely  nominal. 

Q  Did  the  Leader  obtain  any  and  what  remuneration  or  rcimburaf* 
ment  fir  the  ab<»ve  servicen  and  expenses  I 

A.  The  remuneration  of  the  Leader  consisted  in  the  reconveyanft 
which  the  Asitociate  made  to  him  for  a  trifle,  that  i-.  to  say  fifteen  or 
twenty  ^h  IlingK,  as  soon  as  the  letter!  t  atent  were  obtained  from  GoverA* 
■inent  ■'  ■''".'  '■    '^  •■■■"' 

Q.  What  was  the  description  of  persons  whose  names  were  used  as  Al« 
sociates,  were  they  peisons  likely  to  make  actual  Settlement  or  other* 
wise  i 

'     A*  The  first  person  that  offered  was  taken,  provided  he  took  the  oath 
of  allegiance  to  the  King  of  England. 

Q    How  were   Signatures   obtained  to  the  Petitions,  and  what  were 
the  motives  and  consideratiftns  held  out  to  the  AsKuciates  generally  ? 
-     A.   By  promising  them  fifteen  or  twenty  shilling^*,  sometimes  lest. 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  a  less  quantity  than  one  thousand  acrci 
being  stipulated  f'»t  by  the  Leader  ? 

A.   Not  to  my  knowledge.  "  '  *     ►f 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  Associates  assigning  or  agreeing 
to  assign  their  interests  in  the  two  hundred  acies  previous  to  the  issuuig 
the  Patent,  and  did  this  occur  frequen'ly  ? 

A.  Almost  in  every  case.  '     "    '    "  .'•>...* 

Q.  What  was  the  average  price  of  Waste  Lands  of  the  Crown  at  that 
time  ? 

A.  ft  varied,  there  were  some  of  which  the  average  price  was  from 
two  shillings  to  two  shillings  and  sixpence  per  acre,  but  they  were  in  ge- 
neral worth  from  one  shilhng  to  one  ehilliug  and  three  pence,  according 
to  the  situation  of  the  Land.  -y-        v:^  •• 

Q.  What  is  their  average  price  now  ?  i     '  r/ c  .rr    ;  u  j*. 

A.  I  have  no  Idea.  '   .  .,         :      ' 

Q.  What  quantity  of  Waste  Lands  of  the  Crown  have  you  in  your 
possession  ? 

A.   i  had  some  at  that  time,  but  I  have  parted  with  them  since. 

Q.  Are  there  not  many  individuals  within  this  Province,  whose  pur* 
suits  are  altogether  foreign  from  Agriculture,  and  who  possess  large  tracts 
of  Waste  Lands  of  the  Crown  ? 

A.  Yes,  a  great  many,  which  has  impeded  the  progress  of  the  popula- 
tion and  the  welfare  of  the  Country. 

Q.  How  many  such  persona  do  you  know  ?  -^  '>^* 

A.  Almost  all  the  persons  named  in  the  General  Statement  of  the 
Cro«vn  Lands  granted  in  Free  and  Common  Sorcage  to  various  persons 
since  1795.  in  the  Topogra|.hy  of  Canada  by  Jos.  fiouchette  Esquire. 

Q.  Do  you  'know,  or  have  yoH  reason  to  believe  that  ther::  are  many 
persons  resident  in  this  Province  or  elsewhere,  poitsessing  tracts  of  Land 
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of  from  twelve  hundred  acrci  upwards  to  lixty  tl)ou»and  acrei,  wlio  have 
laid  out  no  money  upon  them,  and  have  not  petfurmed  the  Settlement 
duties?  I 

A.  I  believe  that  excepting  the  expense  of  Survey  &c.  the  persons 
named  in  the  above  mentioned  General  Statement,  have  not  laid  out  a  tin- 
•  gle  halfpenny  un  clearing  them  or  advancmg  their  cultivation. 

Q.  Do  you  think  t'lat  any  person  of  Britiiih  extraction  upon  the  Con- 
tinent of  North  America,  disposed  to  become  an  actual  Settler,  would 
accept  fifty  or  one  hundred  acres  uf  the  ungranted  and  Waste  Lauds  of 
the  Crown,  on  condition    of  effecting  an    actual    Settlement  thereon  ? 

A.  I  think  there  are  none,  for  so  small  a  quantity  uf  land  would  not 
indemnify  any  person  for  the  privations  and  expenses  to  which  buch  Set- 
tlements are  liable  by  their  remoteness  from  the  settled  landH. 

Q.  Have  you  known  any  instance  of  there  being  tendered  to  an  nctual 
Settler  by  the  Provincial  Government  a  less  quantity  than  two  hundied 
acres  since  the  last  peace  with  France,  and  the  consequent  influx  oi  Emi- 
grants into  these  Provinces  from  Great  Baiain  and  Ireland  ? 

A.  I  have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  knowing  whether  Government 
have  made  such  offers  or  not,  but  1  know  the  emigration  from  the  mo- 
ther country  has  been  considerable  for  several  years. 

Q.  What  in  your  estimation  has  retarded  the  Settlement  of  those 
Lands? 

A.  I  think  the  Crown  and  Clergy  Reserves  added  to  the  Grants  which 
have  been  made  of  large  quantities  of  land  to  various  persons  who  delay 
selling  them  in  order  to  obtain  a  higher  price,  also  the  law  of  the  Coun- 
try which  does  not  extend  to  the  Townships  for  the  opening  and  repair 
of  Highways,  is  one  of  the  principal  causes. 

Q  Have  you  in  your  possession  as  Notary,  any  and  what  number  of 
Instruments,  by  which  Leaders  of  Townships  entered  into  an  agreement 
with  their  Associates,  by  which  the  Associates  bound  themselves  to 
transferor  reconvey  a  certain  portion  of  their  grants  to  the  Leaders,  and 
were  or  were  not  these  instruments  made  in  one  and  the  same  usual  and 
accustomed  form  ? 

A.  Since  my  becoming  a   Notary  in  1 805,  I  have  not  passed  any  act 
for  the  reconveyance  of  Lands  granted  by  Government,  except   by  the 
Associates  for   the  Township  of  Hull,  to  Mr.  Philemon  Wright,  their 
Leader. 
wr   Q.  What  was  the  usual  quantity  of  land  so  reconveyed  ? 

A.  In  the  case  abovementioned  the  reconveyance  was  one  thousand 
acres,  but  generally  the  Associates  rcconveyed  the  whole  to  their  Leader. 

(^.  Were.these  instruments  executed  secietly  and  covertly,  or  was  not 
this  mode  of  obtaining  a  larger  grant  than  twelve  hundred  acres,  as  limit* 
ed  by  His  Majesty's  instructions,  notorious  and  public  ? 

A.  The  granting  of  those  lands  to  various  persons  has  always  appear- 
ed to  me  a  privileged  matter,  although  it  was  notorious  and  public,  be- 
cause they  were  granted  only  to  Executive  Councillors  and  their  Friends, 
hiving  endeavoured  both  for  myself  and  my  friends  to  obtain  Crown 
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•  \jxr\A%  with  a  view  to  settling  them,  I  have  ever  experienced  on  the  part 
of  the  Officers  uf  Goveriiinent  who  had  the  iitanugemcut  uf  these  inatterif 
obstacleH  nearly  insurnioiuuable.  .    ,  , 

Q  By  whom  were  thev  forms  prepared,  as  it  wai  generally  understood 
at  the  time,  and  as  you  behevc  i 

A.  It  was  the  present  Chief  Justice,  who  was  then  Attorney  General, 
whi)  drc»v  the  form  by  Lease  and  RcK-ase  for  the  cases  of  John  Black,  the 
late  Honorable  John  Young,  the  late  Joseph  Frobisher,  Isaac  Todd, 
Montour,  and  many  othern,  whosi-  names  I  do  not  rccollec:.  I  know 
this,  because,  while  a  Clrrk  at  Mr.  V«)yer's,  I  u-»ed  to  go  to  Mi.  Sew- 
ell's  myself  for  the  Draught  in  order  to  have  it  prnued. 

Q,  Who  printed  these  forms  ? 

A.  The  King's  Printer.  .    •.      ♦ 

♦ 

Jacques  Voyer,  Esquire,  Notary  Public,  appeared  before  your 
Committee,  and  anfwered  as  followeth:  '=• 

A.  Have  you  had  any  and  what  means  of  becoming  acquainted 
with  the  manner  of  applying  tor  and  obtaining  grants  of  land  in 
the  Townships  fituated  on  the  fouthern  Ihore  of  the  St.  Lawrence  i 

A.  Yes  I  have,  having  applied  for  Ibme  for  myfelf,  and  for 
others  on  feveral  occalions,  a.  Land  Agent,  for  many  Townships, 
in  the  years  1800,   18U1,  1802,  and  1803. 

Q  What  is  the  import  of  the  term  "  Leader"  of  a  Townfliip, 
and  who  arc  the  perfons  known  by  the  name  of  "  AfTociates  P" 

A.  The  Leader  of  a  Township  is  the  perfon  who  applies  for 
the  grant  of  lands  forming  a  Townfhip,  and  the  AfTociates  are 
the  perfons  who  lend  their  names  to  the  Leader  to  obtain  the 
iame. 

Q.  In  what  proportions  are  the  grants  to  the  Leader  and  the 
AfTociates  made  in  the  Patent  which  is  ultimately  ifTued  ? 

A.  In  an  equal  proportion  of  twelve  hundred  acres  to  each  of 
them. 

Q.  Who  paid  the  expenfes  of  Survey  and  the  Patent  Fees  ? 

A.  The  Leaders  of  the  Townfhips  paid  them  in  every  cafe 
which  came  to  my  knowledge  and  for  whom  I  pcted  as  Agent. 

Q.  Who  prefented  the  Petition,  attended  it  through  its  pro- 
gref's,  and  exerted  himfelf  to  obtain  a  fuccelTful  refult  ? 

A.  The  Leaders  or  their  Agents. 

Q.  Who  paid  their  Agents  for  this  trouble  ?  •  >; 

A.  The  Leaders. 

Q.  Did  the  Leaders  obtain  any  and  what  remuneration  or  re- 
imburfement  for  the  above  fervices  and  expenfes  ? 

A.  Previous  to  their  taking  any  (leps  for  obtaining  a  grant,  the 
Leaders  of  the  Townfhips  entered  into  an  agreement  with  their 
AfTociates,  by  which  the  AfTociates  bound  themfelves  to  transfer 
one  thoufand  acres,  and  in  some  infliances  eleven  hundred  acres  of 
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the  lands  which  they  were  to  obtain  by  the  grant,  in  confiderati- 
on  whereof  the  Leaders  obliged  themfelves  to  pay  all  the  cxpen- 
fes  which  were  to  be  incurred  for  the  furvey  of  the  lands  and  for 
the  obtaining  of  the  grant. 

Q  Have  you  in  your  pofleflion  as  Notary,  any  and  what  num* 
ber  of  inftrnments  of  the  defcription  last  mentioned,  and  were 
they  or  were  thty  not  in  the  usual  and  accurtomed  form  ? 

A.  I  have  executed  inllruments  of  this  description  for  at  least 
ten  Townfliip^,  the  exaft  number  I  cannot  tell,  they  were  in  the 
ufual  and  accu(lomed  printed  form.  Immediately  after  the  ijQTuing 
of  the  Letters  Patent,  the  agreement  or  inllrument  above  alluded 
to  was  followed  and  carried  into  effect  by  the  execution  of  deeds 
executed  by  the  Aflbciates,  thereby  conveying  to  the  Leaders  in 
/uU  right  one  thouiand  acres,  and  in  fome  inftances  eleven  hun- 
dred acres  as  above  mentioned 

Q.  Could  you  ft^rnilh  to  the  Committee  Copies  of  the  inilru* 
mente  you  have  joil  now  mentioned  ? 

A.  I  could,  having  the  origina's  in  my  pofTeflion.  * 

Whereupon  Mr.  Voyer  wa*  requeued  to  himish  the  Committee 
vith  all  convenient  diligence  Copies  of  the  above  mentioned 
forms. 

Q.  Were  thefe  inftruments  executed  fecret'y  and  covertly,  or 
was  not  this  mode  of  obtaining  a  larger  grant  than  twelve  hundred 
acres,  as  limited  by  His  Majtl1[y's  initructions,  notorious  and  pub- 
lic? 

A.  They  were  executed  publicly  and  were  notorious  to  all  the 
world 

Q.  By  whom  were  thefe  Forms  prepared  as  it  was  generally  un- 
deriiood  at  the  tine,  and  as  you  believe? 

A.  I  underftood,  when  they  were  first  handed  to  me,  that  they 
had  been  prepared  by  His  Majefty's  Attorney  General  at  th»t 
time  ;  the  perion  who  gave  them  to  me  told  me  fo.  In  conie- 
quence  of  which,  and  of  the  corredfcnefs  of  form,  as  coming  from 
fuch  high  authority,  I  cauled  the  fame  to  be  printed,  and  obtained 
xonliderable  employment  as  a  Notary  in  thefe  tranfactions. 

Q.  What  was  the  defcription  of  perfons  whofe  names  were 
ufed  as  Ailbciates,  were  they  perfons  likely  to  make  actual  Settle* 
ment  or  other  wife  ? 

A.  A  few  of  th-m,  fuch  as  thofe  of  the  Townfliip  of  Shipton 
were  likely  to  become  actual  fertlers,  the  other- were  generally 
poor  people,  who  fold  the  two  himHred  acres  which  they  had  re- 
served by  their  agreement  to  the  Leaders  foratriiliDg  confider* 
«tion. 

Q.  What  was  that  confideration  ? 

A.  From  half  a  guinea  to  eight  dollars }  I  bought  rayfelf  many 
for  half  a  guinea.       ; 
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Q.  How  were  Signatures  obtained  to  the  Petitions,  and  what 
were  the  motives  and  conliderations  held  out  to  the  AiTociates  ge- 
nerally ? 

A>  The  Signatures  were  obtained  from  the  AiTociates  in  confi- 
deration  of  the  uromtfe  hetd  out  tu  the^n  that  they  should  obtain 
two  hundred  acres  of  the  land  which  might  be  granted  to  them. 
Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  a  iefs  quantity  than  one  thou- 
fand  acres  being  ftipulated  for  by  the  Leader  ? 

A.  Never,  not  only  amongit  thofe  which  I  have  paflfedas  a  No- 
tary, but  alio  amougll  thofe  which  I  have  feen,  and  which  were 
numerous. 

Q  Have  any  knowledge  of  the  Afsociates  affigning  or  agreeing 
to  aifign  their  interest  in  the  two  hundred  acres  previous  to  the 
iffuing  the  patent,  and  did  this  occur  frequently  ?  '•>• 

A    No. 

Q.  What  was  the  average  price  of  the  walle  lands  of  the 
Crown  at  that  time? 

A.  About  llxpence  per  acre.  , 

Q.  What  is  their  average  price  now  ?  •  )     a 

A.  If  I  take  it  as  a  rule  that  the  thing  is  only  worth  what  it 
would  fetch,  they  are  not  more  worth  now,  but  I  would  not  fell 
mine  now  for  Iefs  than  two  shillings  and  fixpence  They  may  be 
worth  about  two  shillings  and  (ixpence  per  acre,  but  I  think  that 
they  could  not  fetch  more  than  llxpence  per  acre  ready  cash. 

Q.  What  quantity  of  Waile  Lands  of  the  Crown  have  you  in 
your  poffeffion  ?  i:*'«D{ifs/i.  "Sviiiv;/  i  V^:<;'  lo  frl.s) 

A    About  thirty  thoufand  acres. 

Q  Have  you  caused  to  be  cleared  and  inclosed  any  and  what 
quantity  of  land  and  at  what  price  and  where  ? 

A.  I  have  caufed  about  eighty  acres  to  be  cleared  in  the  Town- 
ship of  Frampron,  at  the  expenfe  of  about  ten  dollars  the  acre. 

Q.  What  is  the  quantity  of  Stock  in  your  poireffion,  and  have 
you  erected  any  and  what  buildings  upon  the  laid  land. 

A.  The  land  I  have  fince  fold,  and  I  have  no  IStock  in  my  pos- 
fefiion. 

Q.  Of  the  remainder  of  the  faid  thirty  thoufand  acres,  have  you 
caufed  to  be  cleared  and  enclofed  any  and  what  quantity,  at  whac 
price  and  where  ? 

A  I  have  not.  I  have  fold  various  lots  of  the  fame,  which  arc 
partly  cleared. 

Q.  At  what  price  or  prices  upon  an  average,  were  the  fame 
fold,  and  by  whom  were  the  clearings  upon  the  lame  effected  ? ' 

A.  1  fold  the  greater  part  at  one  shilling  ihe  acre,  and  the  re« 
mainder  from  two  shillings  to  two  shillings  and  iixpeae;.^  th# 
clearings  were  effe^ed  by  the  purchaiera. 
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Q.  Have  you  erefted  any  and  what  buildings  upon  the  remjiin- 
der  of  the  faid  land,  and  of  what  value  ? 

A.  I  have  not.  *  .; 

•  Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  that  Lands  in  the  acHrual  occupa- 
tion of  different  individuals  and  improved  by  them,  have  been 
fublequently  granted  to  other  individuals^  in  the  manner  above 
mentioned,  and  to  what  extent  ? 

A.  I  have  not  a  perfonal  knowledge  of  the  fact,  but  heard  dif- 
ferent perfons  complain  that  it  had  been  the  cafe  with  regard  to 
then;^.  «''•'      •"' 

Q.  Is  this  not  a  matter  of  public  notoriety,  and  have  you  any 
doubt  on  the  fubject  ? 

A.  From  the  knowledge  I  have  of  the  character  of  the  perfons 
who  made  the  complaint,  I  have  no  doubt  but  what  it  is  true, 
but  I  do  not  think  it  is  a  matter  of  public  notoriety. 

Q.  Are  there  not  many  peffons  within  this  Province  whofe  pur- 
fuits  are  altogether  foreign  from  Agriculture,  and  who  poflefs  like 
yourfelf  large  tracts  of  Wafle  Lands  of  the  Crown  ? 

A.  I  know  fome  perfons  who  like  myfelf  hold  large  tracts  of 
land,  and  whofe  purfuits  are  foreign  from  Agriculture,  but  who 
have  expended  largf  fums  of  money  to  have  them  fettled.  -u 

Q.  How  many  fuch  perfons  do  you  know  ?  .  i.'. 

A.  I  know  two  only  from  my  own  knowledge. 

Q.  Do  you  know  or  have  you  reafon  to  believe  that  there  are 
many  perfons  relident  in  this  Province  or  elfewhere,  poffeffing 
tr&dls  of  land  of  from  twelve  hundred  upwards  to  fixty  thoufand 
acres,  who  have  laid  out  no  money  upon  them,  and  have  not  per- 
formed the  fettlement  duties  ? 

A.  I  believe  that  there  are  many  perfons  in  the  Province  and 
elfewhere,  who  do  poffefs  large  tracts  of  those  lands,  who  have 
laid  out  no  money  or  very  little  upon  them,  and  they  have  not 
performed  the  Settlement  duties. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  any  perfon  within  this  Province  dispofed 
to  become  an  adhial  Settler  would  accept  fifty  or  one  hundred 
acres  of  the  ungranted  and  waste  lands  of  the  Crown,  on  condi- 
tion of  effecting  an  actual  Settlement  thereon  P 

A.  No,  I  am  fure  they  would  not,  for  to  my  personal  know- 
ledge all  the  militia  men  to  whom  a  grant  of  one  hundred  acres 
for  privates,  and  two  hundred  acres  for  non-commiflioned  Offi- 
cers, were  offered  for  their  fefvices  during  the  late  American  war, 
on  paying  the  patent  fees,  would  not  accept  them  ;  and  I  have  my- 
felf on  foveral  occadons  offered  half  a  lot  of  land  to  individuals  in 
■a  Township  partly  fettled,  if  they  would  go  and  aftually  settle  it, 
and  I  havQ  not  found  one  that  would  accept  of  the  offer. 

Q.  Have  you  known  any  inftance  of  there  being  tendered  to 
an  actual  Settler  by  the  Provincial  Government  a  lefs  quantity 


than  two  hundred  acres  (ince  the  last  Peaee  with  France,  and  th» 
confequent  influx  of  Emigrants  into  thefe  Provinces  from  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  ? 

A.  There  was  never  any  lefler  quantity  than  two  hundred  acres 
tendered  to  Settlers  previous  to  the  last  peace  with  France  *,  four 
hundred  acres  were  granted  to  the  militia  men  who  had  ferved  du« 
ring  the  Blockade  of  Quebec,  in  1775. 

Q  Do  the  large  trafts  of  land  held  by  yourself  and  others  in 
the  Townships,  and  who  do  not  refide  there,  and  improve  and 
cultivate  the  fame,  yield  any  and  wh?/i:  revenues  to  the  proprietor! 
thereof? 

A.  They  do  not,  they  ars  a  source  of  expense,  trouble,  plague 
and  anxiety. 

Q.  I  prefume  then  that  yourfelf  and  the  others  would  willing- 
ly furrender  thefe  lands  to  the  Crown  to  get  rid  of  this  fource  of 
expenfe,  care  and  anxiety  ?  ■»  So  fvf^u  ■ 

A.  I  would  not  by  any  means,  but  I  would  cheerfully  and  wiU 
lingly  give  one  half  of  them  to  individuals  who  would  go  actually 
to  fettle  upon  them. 

Q.  How  do  you  and  the  other  large  proprietors  generally  ex« 
peft  to  be  indemnified  for  this  expenfej  trouble  and  anxiety  ? 

A.  I  do  not  expedl  to  be  indemnified  for  my  trouble  and  ex* 
<^nfe. 

Q.  What  in  your  eflimation   has  retarded  the  Settlement  of 
thefe  Lands  ? 
''  A.  It  may  be  attributed  to  the  following  causes : 

1**.  To  the  Tenure  under  r'hich  they  were  originally  granted) 
which  confidering  it  with  the  difadvantages  under  which  it  was 
eflabllfhed,  to  wit:  The  right  of  refervfng  two  feventh  parts  of 
the  lands  thereby  granted,  was  not  calculated  to  promote  and  en* 
courage  the  fettlement  thereof. 

2*.  To  the  great  number  of  grants  which  were  made  within  too 
jQiort  a  period,  of  wild  lands  which  covered  a  furface  of  from  twen- 
ty to  forty-five  miles,  and  which  from  the  great  diflance  to  which 
the  mofl  part  of  them  were  from  the  Settlements,  were  inaccefii- 
ble  to  the  owners  thereof. 

3  o  .  In  not  having  laid  out,  previous  to  the  granting  of  any 
of  the  faid  Wafle  Lands,  three  grand  routs  or  roads  leading  from 
the  respective  Towns  of  Quebec,  Montreal  and  William  Henry, 
to  the  Lines,  and  in  not  having  granted  immediately  after,  all  the 
lots  on  both  fides  thereof  to  adhial  Settlers,  who  in  that  cafe 
would  have  kept  the  fame  in  repair  in  summer,  and  in  a  flatr-  fit 
to  travel  upon  in  the  winter.  The  want  of  thofe  grand  routs  or 
roads,  frokn  which  partial  roads  might  have  been  made  at  a  very 
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ivnall  expcnfe  to  communicate  into  the  Townships  laying  on  the 
right  and  left  thereof,  has,  I  Uncerely  believe,  materially  contribu- 
ted to  retard  the  Settlement  of  thofe  Lands.  vr 
4  ®  .  To  the  Clergy  and  Crown  Referves.  Thefe  have  been 
and  I  am  convinced  continue  to  be  an  infurmountabie  obl^acle  to 
the  Settlement  of  thofe  lands.  The  difficulties,  inconvenience 
And  extra  labours  which  they  occafion  to  Settlers  cannot  be  enu- 
merated ;  suffice  it  to  fay«  that  Settlers  cannot  move  or  take  a 
ilep  towards  cultivating  and  improving  their  lands  but  what  they 
are  in  the  way* 
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Mr.  Alexander  Re:*,  appeared  before  your  Committee. 

I  was  formerly  a  Merchant,  but  at  prefent  I  am  forming  a  Set- 
tlement in  the  Townships  of  Rawdon  and  Kildare.  I  explored 
laft  September  the  Township  of  Rawdon  partially,  and  the  ungran- 
ted  part  of  Kildare.  I  explored  about  eleven  miles  square  of  thefe 
two  Townfliips,  lying  north  of  Montreal ;  the  quality  of  the  land 
is  fully  Settlement  worthy,  and  owing  to  local  advantages  I  think 
it  preferable  to  land  on  the  South  fide  of  the  River,  though  the 
foil  is  not  qu*^  e  fo  good.  I  am  certain  there  is  full  one  hundred 
thoufand  acres  of  good  and  cultivable  land  lying  between  the  Sei- 
gniories of  Daillebout  and  the  Ottawa,  in  the  rear  of  V^ltrie  and 
the  adjoining  Seigniories,  and  I  have  good  reafon  to  think  that 
there  is  double  that  quantity.  I  have  often  travelled  through  the 
Townfhips  on  the  South  fide  of  the  River  St.  Lawrence,  and  I 
have  fome  local  knowledge  of  the  iituations  and  circumftances  of 
many  of  them.  The  retention  of  the  Crown  and  Clergy  Referves 
together  with  the  large  quantities  of  land  obtained  by  Grants  and 
purchafed  by  different  individuals  on  fpeculation,  who  have  not 
and  never  had  any  intention  of  fettling  or  improving  the  fame, 
has  injured  the  Settlement  of  the  Country  very  materially. 

Q.  What  numbers  of  Britifh  Emigrants  have  found  refuge  in 
an  a£l;ual  Settlement  on  the  lands  obtained  from  Government 
in  this  Province,  fince  the  laft  peace  with  France  .? 
"uA.  From  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred  on  the  fouth 
and  north  fide  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  not  including  the  Townfliips 
t>n  the  Grand  or  Ottawa  River. 

I  .  Q.  What  is  the  average  time  before  the  applicants  obtain  their 
their  Location  Tickets,  and  are  enabled  to  fettle  on  their  lands  ? 

A.  Were  all  due  difpatchufed  by  the  Emigrant  or  his  Agent, 
at  thofe  particular  feafons  of  the  year,  when  the  fitting  of  the 
Council  does  not  interfere  with  other  public  duties,  the  neceflary 
papers  could  be  obtained  in  three  weeks,  but  otherwife  it  has  of- 
ten extended  from  6  weeks  to  three  months. 
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Thefe  \Vas  a  Report  made  by  the  Council  on  the  1st  Uoceniber 
hit,  accompanied  by  a  plan  of  Settlements,  which  promises  to  do 
away  with  the  delay  and  obftacles  which  hitherto  have  exifled  in 
the  Emijrrants  obtaining  their  Grants,  and  under  the  foftering 
care  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor  Earl  Dalhoufie,  who  has  gi> 
ven  it  every  attention,  I  have  no  doubt,  as  far  as  circumltances 
will  permit,  every  thing  will  be  done  for  obviating  the  difficulties, 
under  which  they  may  be  placed. 

-    Q.  Are  there  any  perfons  concerned  in  the  administration  oi 
Jfuftice,  who  are  Members  of  the  Executive  Council  ? 

A.  The  Chief  Juftice  of  the  Province  is  Prelident  of  the  Council, 
and  two  Judges  are  Members. 

Q.  How  many  days  in  the  year  are  occupied  by  the  fitting  of 
the  Courts  of  Juftice  ?      i  «snj/.'     i  ...  I 

A.  One  hundred  and  forty  days,  whereof  twenty  happen  at 
that  particular  fcafon  of  the  year  which  is  peculiarly  diftreiUng  to 
the  Emigrant* 

Q.  Is  not  the  delay  in  granting  the  land  a  material  inconveni- 
ence to  the  Emigrant  ? 

A.  Owing  to  this  delay  the  unavoidable  expenfc  incurred,  and 
the  detriment  fuftained  by  lofs  of  time  iii  improving  his  land,  is  a 
great  inconvenience  partimlarly  when  the  fmallnefs  of  his  means 
are  taken  into  confideration. 

Q.,  What  is  the  ufual  Fee  of  Agency,  when  an  Agent  is  em- 
ployed by  the  Emigrant  at  Quebec  ? 

A.  From  thirty-live  to  forty  Ihillings  for  an  aflbciate  grant  of 
twelve  hundred  acres,  when  it  exceeds  this  quantity  there  *s  th'^n 
an  allowance  of  five  per  cent,  upon  the  amount  of  grants  obtained. 

Q.  Would  this  Fee  be  exafted  from  an  Emigrant,  applying  for 
two  hundred  acres  or  lefs  ? 


A.  Yes.    >'• 
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Q.  What  are  the  Fees  the  Emigrant  is  fiibje£ted  to  over  and 
above  this  charge  of  Agency  ? 

A.  The  Fee  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  on  prefenting  the  Pe- 
tition for  one  or  more  individuals,  if  of  the  fame  family,  is  fifteen 
fhillings  and  fixpencej  the  Surveyor- General's  Certificate  of  one 
or  fix  lots  being  ungranted,  two  shillings  and  fixpence }  the  Cer- 
tificate ...  the  Provincial  Secretary's  Office,  two  shillings  and  fix- 
pence  i  on  obtaining  the  order  in  Council,  a  further  fee  of  feven 
shillings  and  eight-pence  to  the  Surveyor-General  for  the  Location 
Ticktt  J  all  of  which  fees  except  the  laft,  are  lost  to  the  Emi- 
grant, if  the  prayer  of  his  Petition  is  not  granted. 

Q.  In  the  event  of  more  than  one  individual  joining  in  the 
fame  Petition,  is  the  fee  of  fifteen  shillings  and  fixpence  charged 
on  each  name  or  not  ? 
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A.  Although  there  should  be  a  hundred  names  in  the  faid  Pe- 
tition, the  Fee  of  fifteen  shillings  and  iixpence  is  exa£led  from 
every  one,  unlefs  the  parties  ftand  in  the  relation  of  father  and 
child,  brother  and  iifter,  and  uncle  and  nephew. 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  inftru£lions  which  may 
have  been  given  to  the  Executive  of  this  Province,  refpe^ing  the 
granting  of  the  Wafte  Lands  therein  ? 

A.  The  only  knowledge  which  I  have  and  can  have  is  from 
public  report,  and  from  the  perufal  of  a  printed  proclamation  of 
Lord  Dorchefler,  and  alfo  of  the  Extracts  of  the  Minutes  of  the 
Council  of  11  th  June,  1 798. 

Q.  Whence  did  you  obtain  the  Copy  of  the  Minutes  of  the 
Council  above  alluded  to  ? 

A.  I  obtained  it  from  Mr.  James  Eraser,  at  Montreal,  who 
found  it  amongft  the  Papers  of  his  deceafed  Son. 

Q.  Were  any  of  your  anceftors  Loyal  ifts,  leaving  the  old  Bri- 
tish Colonies,  now  the  Unired  States,  at  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Revolution  P 

A.  My  Grandfather  and  my  Father  left  New- York  at  the  eva- 
cuation of  that  place  by  the  British  Forces  in  the  year  1783,  and 
they  firft  went  to  Shelburne  in  Nova-Scotia,  and  came  to  this 
Country  in  1796  and  1799. 

Q.  Did  your  Anceftors  suffer  any  lofTes  in  confequence  of  at- 
taching themfelves  to  the  Loyalifts  ? 

A.  My  Grandfather's  Eftate  worth  five  thoufand  pounds,  was 
confifcated  and  fold,  for  which  he  received  from  the  British  Com- 
miffioners  an  indemnity  of  fix  hundred  pounds. 

Q.  Did  your  Grandfather  receive  any  grants  of  land  in  this 
Province  as  a  Loyalift  ? 

A.  He  Petitioned  the  Governor  in  Council  feveral  times  unfuc- 
cefTFuUy,  and  I  have  now  pending  before  His  Excellency  in  Coun- 
cil a  Petition  to  that  effe^.  My  Grandfather  having  been  unfuc* 
cefiTul,  my  father  did  not  petition  the  Governor. 

Q,  Was  it  not  well  known  in  1792  and  17dQ,  and  is  it  not 
well  known  now,  that  His  Majefty's  Government  should  not 
grant  more  than  twelve  hundred  acres  to  any  individual,  and  that 
apon  condition  of  actual  Settlement  ? 

A.  I  invariably  underftood  and  have  known  fuch  to  be  the  cafe, 
that  all  afsociated  applicants  or  others  were  not  to  receive  more 
than  the  quantity  mentioned,  with  the  exception  of  Loyalifts,  the 
heads  of  whofe  families  were  to  receive  twelve  hundred  acres,  and 
their  wives  and  children  two  hundred  each. 

Q.  Was  it  not  notorious  from  1792  down  to  1809,  th^t  thefe 
inftructions  were  evaded  by  the  Provincial  Qqvernm^nti  and  by 
what  manner  were  they  fo  evaded  ? 
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A»  Yes  \  the  mode  of  evading  His  Majedy's  infttftt^lions  was 
generally  this,  a  perfon  coming  forward  with  ten,  tvrentf  or  furry 
aiTociates  was  enabled  to  obtain  a  grant  of  one  fourth,  one  hatf  or 
the  whole  of  a  Township  of  forty-four  thoufand  acres,  making  the 
allowance  to  each  aflfociate  of  twelve  hundred  acres.  By  engage* 
ment  under  bond  betwixt  the  AiTociates  and  the  Leader,  be  would 
obtain  a  Patent  for  the  whole  in  the  name  as  well  of  the  Leader  as 
of  the  AiTociates,  whereupon  a  conveyance  was  r-.^de  by  each  Af- 
fociat.'Jto  the  Leader  of  one  thoufand  acres  out  of  twelve  hundred. 
Q.  Was  the  evafion  piactifed  fecretly  or  publicly  ?  ••■' <  >:i 

.  A.  No,  it  was  quite  a  public  thing. 

Q.  In  the  felection  of  the  objefts  of  this  Bounty  of  the  Provin- 
cial Government,  was  any  reference  had  to  the  means  or  inclina- 
tions of  the  individuals  to  efftCt  an  a'^ual  fettlement  of  thofe  lands  ? 
.  A.  1  have  always  underftood  there  was,  in  as  much  as  it  was 
always  ftipulated,  that  a  certain  proportion  of  the  Settlement  Du- 
ty should  be  performed  within  the  different  periods  of  three, 
iive  and  feven  years. 

Q.  Of  the  different  individuals  to  whom  one  fourth,  one  half 
or  whole  Townships  ha'.e  been  granted,  did  any  perfon  actually 
fettle  thereon  ?  ,f. 

.    A.  Yes  ;  I  think  I  could  name  eight  or  ten. 

Q.  Were  there  many  amongU  thofe  grantees,  who  from  their 
iltuation  in  life  could  not  have  been  expected  to  fettle  peribnally 
on  thefe  Townships,  or  fuperintend  the  Settlement  thereof  ? 
i   A.  Many  of  them  could  not. 

Q.  Are  there  not  large  tracts  of  land  in  the  pofleHion  of  many 
individuals  who  have  not  effected  and  are  not  likely  to  effect  any 
settlement  thereon,  and  who  hold  them  till  their  value  is  increa- 
fed  by  the  exertions  of  individual  fettlers  ? 

vsyv  K  2: 

A.  It  is  notorious  that  fome  of  the  first  Townfliips  on  the  fouth 
fide  of  the  River  are  held  and  the  fettlement  thereof  retarded,  to 
the  great  injury  of  the  a^ual  Settler,  by  perfons  who  obtain  grants 
to  the  extent  of  one  fourth,  one  half  and  a  whole  Town&hip,  I 
must  likewise  obferve  that  feveral  Townfhips  on  the  banks  of  th« 
Grand  or  Ottawa  River,  are  held  by  perfons  on  the  fame  principle, 
to  the  great  detriment  of  thofe  perfons  already  fettled,  and 
the  extenfivs  fettlements  that  are  now  in  a  ftate  of  progrefs  on  the 
upper  parts  of  the  River. 

Q.  Is  there  not  an  une(]^ual  diftribution  of  Lands  in  the  Town- 
ihips  ?  •  axi »  ■  srli  ^i  Ti  '>■ 

A.  Certainly,  very  much  fo,  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  prin- 
cipal part  of  the  inhabitants. 

Q.  Is  there  a  more  equal  distribution  of  the  lands  ia  the  old 
Seigniories  f 


llwCk!! 


II 


I- 


,  1 1 


1^; 


I  i 


A.  Very  much  fo.  The  principle  upon  which  the  Seigniories 
are  conceded  tends  to  an  equal  did  'ibution  of  lands. 

Q.  Is  it  not  true  that  the  European  Settler  has  a  prejudice 
againfl  the  Sci^rniorial  tenure,  and  that  the  French  Settler  has  a 
prejudice  v»gainft  Free  and  Common  Soccage  ? 

A.  I  have  invariably  found  it  to  be  the  cafe. 

Q.  Arc  there  any  Canadians  fettled  in  the  Townfhips  ? 

A.  Yes,  a  few  and  very  few. 

Q  To  what  caufe  do  you  attribute  the  Canadians  not  Settling 
in  the  Townftiips  ? 

A.  Principally  to  their  Religious,  Social  and  Ix)cal  habits,  to 
their  prejudices  in  different  degrees,  to  Free  and  Common  Soc- 
cage, and  to  the  difference  between  their  Religion,  Language  and 
habits  and  the  Religion,  Lauguage  and  habits  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  thofe  Townships,  and  they  and  their  anreAors  having 
been  in  the  habit  of  receiving  land  from  the  Seigniors,  without 
the  disbarfement  of  Funds,  on  paying  a  moderate  annual  rent. 

O.  Of  the  Emigrants  who  arrived  at  this  Port  in  the  years  1815, 
1816,  1817,  1818  and  1819,  did  any  of  them  find  their  way  to 
the  United  States  of  America  ? 

A.  From  ocular  demonflraiion  and  information  upon  which  I 
can  rely,  I  am  confident  that  during  the  years  mentioned  not  lefs 
than  three  thoufandhave  palled  into  the  United  State?,  and  I  be- 
lieve that  this  number  may  be  doubled.  In  the  year  1819  I  was 
travelling  in  the  United  States,  in  the  western  parts  of  Penfylva- 
nia.  New- York  and  Ohio,  where  I  met  them  in  companies  from 
Ten  to  twenty,  all  of  whom  came  out  by  the  way  of  Quebec. 

Q.  Is  thelurplusof  the  Agricultural  part  of  the  population  of 
Lower-Canada  confiderable  ? 

A.  Yes,  from  the  opportunities  I  have  had  of  obferving,  I  think 
it  is  very  confiderable. 

Q.  Is  there  any  difliculty  in  effecting  a  Settlement  in  Seigniories 
out  of  this  population  ? 

A.  In  Seigniories  where  the  land  is  good  and  the  rent  moderate, 
and  facilities  given  in  the  opening  of  roads  by  the  Seignior,  which 
it  is  greatly  his  interest  to  do,  there  is  no  difficulty. 

Q.  You  fay  you  have  explored  the  Townships  in  the  rear  of 
Lavaltrie,  St.  Sulpice,  and  the  adjoining  Seigniories,  what  inter* 
nal  communications,  in  your  opinion  will  be  required  for  the  be- 
nefit of  thofe  Townfhips  ? 

A.  A  general  Road  running  through  the  Townships  from  the 
Daillebout  Seigniory  to  the  head  of  the  Long  Sault  on  the  Grand 
River  in  the  Township  of  Grenville,  as  per  the  plan  which  is  ly** 
ing  in  the  Civil  Secretary's  and  Surveyor-General's  Offices,  will 
certainly  be  a  grand  object  in  fettling  thofe  Townships,  and  alfo 
Tery  advantageous  for  that  part  of  the  Country  generally,  befides 
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opening  a  direct  communication  between  the  City  of  Quebec,  and 
the  Grand  or  Ottawa  River,  and  the  Civil  and  Military  Settlements 
on  the  fimie. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  the  road  Statute  as  it  at  prefent  (lands,  is 
as  applicable  to  the  Townfhips  as  to  the  Seigniories  ? 

A.  Not  by  any  means,  the  plan  on  which  they  are  laid  out  is 
fo  oppofitcthat  it  cannot  apply  ;  in  addition  to  this  the  Crown 
and  Clergy  Referves  and  large  grants  are  obdacles  very  much  op- 
pofed  to  it,  and  for  which  a  provifion  ought  to  be  made  in  the 
Road  Act. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  the  eftablishment  of  Register  Offices 
would  have  a  good  effect  in  Settling  the  Townfhips  ? 

A.  Yes ;  I  am  certain  that  the  Province  in  general  would  feel 
the  benefit  of  them  very  much,  but  more  efpecially  the  Town- 
ships. ,  .,,       ,,.  .     ^.  ^  ...f'  ",.;  :    ..f^  ,.   , 
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p.  E.  Desbarats,  Efquire,  appeared  before  your  Committee : 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  and  what  means  of  becoming  acquainted 
with  the  manner  of  applying  for  and  obtaining  grants  of  Land  in 
the  Townfhips  ? 

A.  I  became  acquainted  with  the  manner  of  applying  for  and 
obtaining  grants  of  Lands  in  the  Townfhips  in  the  year  1 7969 
through  the  late  Honorable  Hugh  Finlay,  who  was  then  Chair- 
man of  the  Board  of  the  Land  granting  department,  who  advifed 
me  to  Petition  for  a  whole  Townfhip  as  a  Leader,  which  I  did, 
praying  for  twelve  hundred  acres  of  land  for  myself,  and  twelve 
hundred  acres  for  each  of  thirty-nine  AfTociates,  in  the  Townfhip 
of  Bedford,  in  the  Diflrift  of  Montreal. 

Q.  What  is  the  import  of  the  term  "  Leader"  of  a  Townfhip, 
and  who  are  the  perfons  known  by  the  name  of  "  AfTociates*'  ? 

A.  I  underfland  by  the  term  Leader,  that  he  is  the  perfon  who 
is  to  make  the  necefTary  applications,  and  incur  all  the  expenfes 
previous  to  the  obtaining  of  the  Parent,  and  alfo  to  pay  all  fees 
that  may  become  due  on  the  ifTuing  of  the  faid  Patent  for  a  grant 
of  land. 

Q.  In  what  proportions  are  the  grants  to  the  Leader  and  the 
AfTociates  made  in  the  Patent  which  is  ultimately  IfTued  ? 

A.  By  the  Royal  Inftrudtions  which  were  made  known  in  the 
year  1796,  each  Leader  had  a  right  to  make  an  application  and 
obtain  for  himfelf  and  thirty-nine  afTociates  twelve  hundred  acres 
of  land  each  ;  but  in  confideration  of  the  heavy  expenfes  which 
the  Leader  was  obliged  to  incur,  previous  to  his  obtaining  the 
grant  a  bond  was  generally  entered  into  between  the  Leader  and 
the  Aflbciate,  by  which  the  latter  bound  himfelf  to  convey  to  the 
former  one  thoufand  acres  out  of  his  twelve  hundred. 

Q.  "Who  paid  the  expenfes  of  Survey,  and  the  Patent  Fees  ? 
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A.  The  Leader,  as  above  mentioned. 

^.  Who  prefented  the  Petition,  attended  it  throtigh  its  pro- 
grefs,  and  exerted  himfelf  to  obtain  a  fucceifful  refuU  ? 

A.  The  Leader  alfo-  or  his  Agent. 

Q.  Who  paid  the  Agents  for  this  trouble  ?  ,  '       " 

A.  The  Leader. 

Q.  Did  the  Leaders  obtain  any  and  what  remuneration  or  re- 
imborfeme&ts  for  the  above  fervices  and  expenfes  ? 
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A.  This  is  anfwered  bj  a  previous  anfwer. 

Q.  Have  you  in  your  own  poflelfion  any  and  what  number  of 
InAruments  or  Bonds  of  the  defcription  laft  mentioned,  and  were 
they  or  were  they  not  in  the  ufual  or  accuftomed  form  ? 

A.  I  have  fome  in  my  pofTeffion  executed  in  my  own  favour, 
they  confift  in  a  deed  of  leafe  and  releafe  in  the  Engliih  form, 
and  of  a  transfer  in  the  Cudomary  form  of  this  Country. 


Q.  Were  thefe  Inftruments  executed  fecretly  and  corertly,  or 
was  not  this  mode  of  obtaining  a  larger  grant  than  twelve  hun* 
dred  acres,  as  limited  by  His  Majefty's  Inftructions,  notorious 
and  public  ? 

A.  It  was  public  and  well  known  throughout  the  Province. 

Q.  By  whom  were  thefe  forms  prepared,  as  it  was  generally 
iroderftood  at  the  time,  and  as  you  believe  ? 

A.  To  my  certain  knowledge  various  fornm  of  thofe  deed* 
were  drafted  by  His  Majefty's  then  Attorney  General. 

Q.  Are  yon  Law  Printer  to  His  Majefty  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  have  been  fo  fince  the  year  1 798, 

Q.  Have  you  atiy  and  what  knowledge  that  thefe  forms  were 
printed  for  the  ufeof  the  Leaders  of  Townfhips,  and  by  wh5m  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  have,  many  were  printed,  and  I  believe  the  greaft- 
eft  part,  at  my  Printing  Office. 

Q.  Who  were  the  Agents  employed  by  the  Leaders  of  Town- 
fiiips  at  that  time  ?  h'fst  $-> 

A.  The  principal  Agents  were  Mr.  Phillips  and  Mr.  Vonden- 
▼elden. 

Q.  Did  they  or  either  of  them  hold  any  office  or  offices  of  truft 
or  emoimnent  under  the  Government  ? 

A.  Mr.  Phillips  was  Clerk  of  the  Houfe  of  Afliembly,  and  In* 
^jector  of  Flour  at  the  Port  of  Quebec  j  Mr.  Vondenvelden  was 
AiBftant  Surveyor-General  of  the  Province. 

Q.  What  was  the  defcription  of  perfons  whofe  names  were  ufed 
as  Afociates,  were  they  perfixis  I^ely  to  make  an  actual  Settle* 
mem  or  otherwile  ? 
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A.  Tlicf  wer«  generally  Canadian  Farmers,  very  few  of  them 
likely  to  become  Settlers  in  the  Townships. 

Q  How  were  Signatures  obtained  to  the  Petitions  nnd  what 
were  the  motives  and  conQderations  held  out  to  the  AiTociates  ge- 
nerally ?  ,'y 

A .  The  Signatures  were  generally  obtained  upon  a  promlfe  to 
the  AiTociates  that  they  (hould  incur  no  expenfc,  that  they  would 
have  two  hundred  acres  to  themfelves  freej  and  if  they  wiflicd 
to  transfer  thefe  two  hundred  acres,  they  would  receive  from  one 
to  two  guineas  for  thefe  two  hundred  acres. 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  a  lefs  quantity  than  one  thou- 
fand  acres  being  ftipulated  for  by  the  Leader  ? 

A.  No,  I  have  no  certain  knowledge,  but  I  have  underftood 
that  in  fome  cafes  lefs  than  one  thoufand  acres  was  ftipulated  for 
by  the  Leader. 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  AiTociates  afligning  or 
agreeing  to  amgn  their  intcreil  in  the  two  hundred  acres,  previous 
to  the  iifuing  of  the  Patent,  and  did  this  occur  frequently  ? 
^    A«  Yes,  I  believe  it  has  been  ihe  cafe  in  fome  inilances. 
^    Q.  What  was  the  average  price  of  the  waile  lands  of  the  Crown 
at  that  time  ? 

A.  It  depended  much  upon  the  iltuation  of  the  land  \  I  believe 
it  was  from  one  to  five  ihilllngs  per  acre. 

Q.  What  is  the  average  price  now  ? 

A.  It  is  variable  for  the  fame  reafons  ilated  in  the  above  an- 
fwer  i  I  believe  they  fell  from  one  ihilling  to  forty. 

Q.  What  quantity  of  waile  lands  of  the  Crown  have  you  in 
your  poiTeilion  ? 

A.  About  iix  thoufand  acres,  having  fold  five  thoufand  five 
hundred  acres  to  the  Honourable  Mr.  Juilice  Pike. 

Q.  Have  you  caufed  to  be  cleared  and  inclofed  any  and  what 
quantity  of  land,  and  at  what  price  and  where  ? 

A.  Yes,  about  two  hundred  acres  on  various  lots  in  the  Town- 
(hip  of  Frampton  ^  the  average  price  for  clearing  has  been  from 
d£2,-I0s.  to  £6.  per  acre.  This  fort  of  clearing  leaves  the  ihimps 
on  the  land,  but  it  prepares  it  for  feeding,  and  moil  of  the  whofe 
is  enclofed. 

Mr.  William  Hall  of  the  City  of  Quebec,  appealed  before  your 
Committee,  and  gave  the  followiug  aniwers  to  the  queiiiom  put 
to  him  :— 

Q.  Are  you  proprietor  of  any  and  what  quantity  of  land  on  the 
fouth  ihore  of  the  River  Saint  JUawrt^ncei  and  in  any  apd  iKjhat 
Townihip? 
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A.  In  the  Townfliip  of  Broughtoii  I  nm  proprietor  of  twenty- 
two  thuufind  acres,  in  the  Townfhip  of  Ely,  nine  hundred  and 
fifty  acres,  in  iStoke  eight  hundred  acres,  in  GodmancheAer  fe- 
ven  hundred  acres. 

Q.  Have  you  had  occaHon  to  travel  through  -^ny  and  what 
Townships  ? 

A.  I  have  travelled  through  Broughton  and  GodmancheAer 
only  ,{ 

Q.  What  is  the  number  of  Settlers  In  Broughton  ? 

A.  Ten  in  numbtr.  There  is  a  great  number  of  Settlers  in 
Godmnnchcfler,  but  I  do  not  know  the  number.  My  lands  in 
that  TowtiHiip  1  believe  to  be  all  fettled  without  my  permifHon. 

Q.  Did  you  derive  the  above  lands  by  grants  from  the  Crown 
or  by  purchafc  from  individuals .'  , 

A.  Withrefpeit  to  the  Lands  in  Godmanchefter,  I  purchafcd 
them  from  one  Cunningham  who  had  a  Location  Ticket,  and  the 
Patent  for  feven  hundred  acres  can^e  out  in  my  name.  With  rei^ 
pcct  to  thofo  in  Broughton,  my  uncle  the  late  Henry  luncken  and 
myfelf  were  Leaders  for  that  rownfhip,  and  in  that  quality  I  got 
only  twelve  hundred  ucres  from  Government,  and  my  uncle  and 
I  purthafed  the  remainder  from  the  Aflbciates.  With  refpect  to 
thofe  in  Ely,  I  purchalcd  them  from  Amos  Lay.  Thofe  of  Stoke, 
I  purchiiled  from  Ward  Bailey  the  Father. 

Q.  Of  what  defcription  of  perfons  were  the  Aflbciates  of  whom 
you  bought  the  Land«>  in  Broughton  ? 

A.  They  were  Canadian  Farmers  of  the  Seigniories  of  Saint« 
Marie  and  Saint  Jofeph  near  the  faid  Townfhip. 

Q.  By  whom  was  the  Petition  prefent-ed  to  the  Governor  and 
the  Survey  obtained  for  the  faid  Lands  ? 

A.  By  my  Uncle  and  myfelf. 

Q.  Who  paid  for  the  Survey  ? 

A.  Government  paid  for  the  Surveying  of  one  half  of  the  late- 
ral lines  and  we  the  other,  a  moft  unneceflary  expenfe,  becaui^ 
thofe  lines  might  be  drawn  juft  as  weU  at  the  same  time  the  divi- 
Hon  lines  are  drawn,  which  said  divilion  lines  were  paid  for  by  us. 

Q.  Who  paid  the  Patent  Fees,  as  well  for  the  lauds  granted  to 
you  as  to  your  aflbciates  ? 

A,  My  uncle  and  myfelf.  -( 

Q.  Was  any  part  of  them  to  be  refunded  to  you  by  the  aflb- 
ciates ?  " 
.    A.  No,  no  part. 
^    Q.  Had  each  aflbciate  the  fame  quantity  of  Land  asyourfelf  ? 

A.  The  fame  quantity  was  granted  to  the  Aflbciates  by  the  pa* 
tent  as  to  ourfelves.  -> 

Q.  What  is  the  aifaoant  of  Patent  Fees  ?  <  j; 
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*  A.  Three  pounds  fix  fliUlIngs  and  eight  pence  for  one  ihoufand 

acres. 

Q.  "What  arc  the  cxpenfes  of  Survey  ? 

*  j\»  About  th'-ce  hundred  and  thirty  pounds. 

Q.  What  is  the  price  vou  paid  for  the  lands  in  the  other  Town* 
ihips  bcfldes  Droughton  r 

A.  One  hundred  and  twenty  pounds  for  the  feven  hundred 
acres  in  Godmanchefter,  one  hundred  pound*  for  thf  nine  hun- 
dred and  fifty  acres  in  Ely,  and  fifty  pounds  for  eight  hundred 
acres  in  Stoke. 

.  Q.  What  was  your  inducement  to  pay  the  expcnfes  of  Survey 
and  the  Patent  Fees  of  your  Afl!bciates  as  well  as  yourfelf,  without 
any  right  to  be  rcimburfod  for  the  fame  f 

A.  The  object  was  this*,  It  was  allowed  by  Government  that 
one  man  fliould  be  as  a  Leader  in  a  Towpfliip,  becaufe  it  was 
confidercd  that  evtry  Aflbciate  was  not  able  to  pay  the  Patent 
Fees,  and  Government  confidered  it  a  (horter  way,  and  to  have 
to  do  with  lefs  people,  to  have  it  done  by  one  man,  and  to  make 
as  good  a  bargain  with  his  Aflx)ciates  to  reimburfe  him  in  land  for 
the  expcnfcs  that  he  had  been  at  in  Surveying  and  paying  the 
Patent  Fees. 

Q.  What  was  the  ufual  bargain  between  the  Le  iders  and  Af* 
fociates  ? 

A.  The  ufual  bargain  was  that  the  A fiLciates  returned  back  to 
the  Leaders  one  thoufand  acres,  and  kept  only  two  hundred  for 
themfeves,  but  my  Alfociates  refufed  to  accept  fo  n^uch  as  two 
hundred  acres,  fa'^  ing  that  their  farm  would  be  too  large,  and  we 
agreed  for  one  hundred  acres. 

Q.  You  ftated  that  the  views  of  Government  were  con(istent 
with  the  above  renlons,  what  makes  you  believe  fo  ,? 

A.  Becaufe  notorioufly  fuch  was  the  praftice  of  the  times,  and 
becaufe  many,  and  I  believe  all  the  Council  were  doing  the  same, 
with  the  exception  of  the  Lord  Bifhop  of  Quebec. 

Q.  Had  you  any  converfation  with  any  of  the  Council  refpect- 
ing  the  granting  of  lands  on  that  fyftem  ? 

A.  I  had  no  converfation  myfelf  j  my  uncle  had  frequent  con- 
verfations  with  one  of  the  Council,  who  could  not  fail  to  explain 
his  views  to  him. 

Q.  Were  there  not  at  the  fame  period  a  number  of  Citizens 
from  the  Eaftern  Slates  who  had  remained  in  America  after  the 
Peace  of  1783,  who  applied  for  and  obtained  Townlhips  or  part 
of  Townlliips  as  Leaders) 

A.  I  know  of  nine  of  that  defcription  in  Mr.  Bouchctte's  Lift, 
but  there  are  many  others  whom  I  cannot  particularize. 

Q.  What  is  the  general  character  and  foil  of  that  tra£t  of  Coun- 
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tiy  thai  lies  on  the  Couth  fide  of  the  Saint  Lawrence,  between  the 
rear  of  the  Seigniorial  grants,  the  State  of  Maine  and  the  Pr  vince 
Line. 

A.  I  have  been  through  this  part  of  the  Country  In  feveral  di- 
rections to  the  Province  Line,  and  alfo  to  the  State  of  Maine.  Tlie 
Soil  is  generally  good  in  all  directions,  the  Country  is  not  mcan- 
triinous,  but  in  general  with  gentle  fwell,  and  highly  favourable 
to  Agriculture  and  Grazing. 

Q.  Has  that  Country,  conddering  it«  local  fituatlon  and  advan- 
tages, made  as  rapid  advances  as  it  might  have  done  ? 

A»  No. 

Q.  What  in  your  efl:imation  ar^sthe  caufes  that  retarded  its  ad- 
vancement ? 

A.  So  heavy  blocks  of  land  falling  inio  the  hands  of  individuals, 
the  -AfTociates  not  v  Hing  to  come  forward  and  open  roads,  and 
the  Leader^  not  being  able  to  open  them,  and  perhaps  their  not 
having  feen  their  lands  up  to  this  day,  and  roads  not  having  been 
made,  has  been  the  piincipal  reafon  that  the  Country  has  not  been 
more  fettled. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  the  unequal  dlftributlon  of  lands  which 
the  foregoing  fyftem  has  caufed,  did  not  alfo  principally  contri- 
bute to  retard  the  Settlement  thereof? 

A.  If  the  large  quantity  of  Innds  had  fallen  Into  the  hands  of 
persons  having  the  inclination  and  the  means  to  go  themfelves 

*  and  make  improvements  upon  them,  proportionate  to  the  extent 
of  ground  which  they  received,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  this 
unequal  diAribution  of  land  would  rather  have  advanced  than  re- 
tarded the  Settlement  thereof. 

Q.  Have  any  and  if  fo,  how  many  of  the  Leaders  of  Townlhlps 
'  or  parts  of  Townfliips  made  improvements  proportionate  to  the 
.  extent  of  ground  which  they  received  from  the  Governemnt  ? 

^  A.  I  know  of  nine,  but  there  may  be  many  more,  which  I 
cannot  ftate. 

Q.  Are  there  any  and  what  Townfliips  on  which  there  have 
been  no  improvemtiits  made  by  the  Leaders  ? 

A.  There  are  many,  but  I  cannot  ftate  the  number. 

Wm.  Bowron,  Efquire,  refiding  at  Foucault,  Caldwell's  Manor, 
appeared  before  your  Com!  ittee,  and  stated  as  foiloweth  : 

I  am  a  native  of  Great  Britain,  born  and  educated  in  the  village 
of  Catherftone,  near  Richmond,  county  of  Yorkfliire,  from  whence 

*  I  emigrated  with  my  parents  in  the  year  1793  to  America,  and 
Settled  at  Champlain,  Lat.  45,  on  the  borders  of  Lake  Cham- 
plain,  where  I  remained  until  the  commencement  of  the  late  War 
with  the  United  States,  when  I  came  to  Canada  and  have  red- 
ded fmce  at  Montreal  and  Caldweirs  Manor,  the  latter  is  my  pre- 
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fent  phce  of  refidence  \  I  have  been  ilxteen  years  «>ngaged  in  c1ear« 
ing  and  improving  wild  lands,  and  in  the  Lumber  Trade }  during 
this  period  of  time,  I  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing  the  commence- 
ment and  progrefs  of  many  Englilh  families  who  emigrated  to  that 
part  of  the  Country  at  the  fame  time,  and  have  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  feeing  and  experiencing  the  many  difficulties  they  have  had 
to  contend  with  in  the  commencement  of  new  Settlements,  and 
which  might  be  much  ameliorated  by  the  aid  of  Government. 

Q.  Have  you  paflTed  through  any  and  what  Townfhip?,  and 
what  is  the  extent  of  cleared  lands  in  the  fame,  and  the  popula- 
tion thereof  relpectively,  and  are  there  any  and  what  Townihips 
on  the  iouth  ihore  in  which  there  are  no  clearings  or  fettlements  i 
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A.  I  have  paffed  through  the  Townfhips  of  Sherrington,  He- 
inlngford,  Hinchinbrook,  Potton,  Sutton  and  Brome,  but  do 
not  kno.v  the  extent  of  cleared  lands  or  population,  nor  am  I  ac*- 
quainted  with  any  Township  in  which  there  is  no  Settlement. 

^  Q  What  is  the  ftate  of  the  roads  in  the  faid  Townships,  and 
are  there  any  and  what  cauies  which  ferve  to  advance  or  retard 
the  improvement  of  the  IiiternaL  Communications  of  the  faid 
Townlhips  ? 

A.  Generally  fpeaking  the  roads  are  bad,  owing  I  conceive  to 
the  number  of  Grantees  non-re(ident,  and  the  interfperfion  of 
Crown  and  Clergy  lands,  and  the  difficulties  of  having  roads  laid 
out  and  homologated  according  to  law,  the  inhabitants  having  the 
whole  expenfe  together  with  Fees  of  Office,  which  to  a  population 
where  Barter  is  the  general  circulating  medium,  are  fcarcely  pof- 
fible  to  be  collected,  or  from  the  poverty  of  many  of  the  Settler« 
fcarcely  to  be  borne,  this  I  conceive  can  only  be  obviated  by  al- 
feffingthe  lands  of  non-refidents,  or  obliging  them  to  bear  a  por- 
tion of  the  expenfe  and  labour  in  making  and  keeping  roads  in 
repair. 

:  Q.  Are  there  any  and  what  number  of  perfons  in  the  faid 
Townfhips  who  have  fettled  upon  and  improved  wafte  lands  of 
the  Crown  in  the  fame,  which  faid  lands  have  fince  the  faid  Set- 
tlement been  granted  by  Patent  under  the  Great  Seal  of  the  Pro- 
vince to  other  individuals,  and  what  is  the  number  of  the  faid 
Settlers,  and  to  what  bulinefs,  profeffion  or  occupation  were  they 
educated,  and  what  generally  were  the  places  of  refidence,  profes- 
iion  cr  occupations  of  the  Grantees  of  the  Crown,  and  have  thefe 
latter  made  cr  attempted  to  make  any  Settlement  or  Settlements 
upon  the  fame  ? 

A.  There  are  in  the  Township  of  Hinchinbrook  I  believe  from 
eleven  to  twelve  thoufand  acres  of  land  granted  to  perfons  non>re- 
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fidenty  many  of  whom  are  now  refiding  in  the  United  States, 
fome  dead  and  fome  who  left  the  Country  foon  after  the  lands 
were  granted,  and  have  never  fince  been  heard  of,  there  are  alfo 
fome  few  families  on  thofe  lands  withop.t  any  titles.  The  Town- 
fhip  of  Hemingford  has  been  chiefly  granted  and  a  large  portion 
of  it  fettled,  but  the  Settlers  from  poverty  and  want  of  Internal 
Communications,  have  moft  of  them  abandoned  their  Farms  and 
fold  them  for  a  trifling  conlideration  to  land  Speculators,  which 
are  now  held  at  fo  high  a  rate  by  a  few  individuals,  that  it  is  un- 
likely that  part  of  the  Country  will  be  settled  foon. 

Q.  What  are  the  caufes  which  in  your  eftimatlon  have  contri- 
buted to  advance  or  retard  the  Settlement  of  the  faid  Townfliips, 
and  the  propriety  of  the  fame  ? 

A.  The  principal  inducement  to  perfons  to  fettle  in  theTown- 
ftiips  would  be  the  opening  of  Roads,  eftablifliing  Schools  and 
Courts  for  the  adminiftration  of  juftice,  particularly  the  recovery 
of  fmall  debts,  and  for  puniOiing  petty  crimes  and  mifdemeanors, 
which  would  rid  the  Townfhips  very  much  of  bad  principled  peo- 
ple, and  drive  the  lurking  vagrants  from  their  hiding  places,  par- 
ticularly in  thofe  Townfhips  bordering  on  the  Lines.  I  fhould  re- 
commend as  one  of  the  beft  methods  tofacilitate  the  Settlement 
of  the  Townfliips,  to  have  an  Ageivt'  or  Agents  appointed  who 
jefided  on  the  fpot,  whofe  duty  it  fhould  be  to  locate  the  Settlers 
and  to  attend  to  the  improvement  of  the  Settlements,  who  fhall 
make  an  annual  report  to  Government  of  the  quantity  of  land 
cleared,  increafe  of  population,  fiate  of  the  roads,  and  aflbrd  all 
other  information  in  his  power  for  the  objedl  defired,  in  confide- 
ration  of  which  he  fhall  be  allowed  ten  acres  per  centum  on  fuch 
quantity  of  land  as  he  fhall  locate  and  fettle.  That  the  Settler 
'fiiall  not  have  a  Deed  of  Grunt  until  he  fhall  have  built  a  houfe 
and  cleared  and  cultivated  twelve  acres  of  land  on  each  hundred 
acres  granted.  The  advantage  to  Government  might  be  an  in- 
ducement to  have  fuch  an  Agent  appointed,  who  would  see  that 
the  conditions  of  all  'Grants  v^ere  duly  performed,  and  would  grant 
Certificates  to  that  etfect  previous  to  the  Settlers  obtaining  deeds ; 
the  preventing  improper  perfons  fettling  thofe  lands.  The  ad- 
vantage to  the  Settler  would  be  very  great,  as  he  would  then  have 
a  perfon  at  hand  to  locate  him,  and  to  whom  he  might  apply  in 
all  cafes  for  information  relative  to  Roads,  Schools,  &c. 


Mr.  James  M«Douall,  of  the  City  of  Quebec,  Merchant,  ap- 
peared before  your  Committee,  and  gave  the  following  informa- 
tion : — 

Q.  What  diflance  li  Ve  you  been  in  the  rear  of  the  aftual  Set- 
tlements in  the  rear  of  the  Fief  Mafquinonge  i 
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A.  I  have  been  about  forty  miles  in  the  Interior  of  the  Country 
back  of  Lake  St.  Peter. 

Q.  At  what  diftance  from  Lake  St.  Peter  do  the  wafle  lands  of 
the  Crown  commence  ?  •,  jj    /^ 

A.  The  Wafte  Lands  of  the  Crown  commence  fomewhat  above 
twenty  miles  back  of  the  Seigniory  De  Lanaudiere. 

Q.  To  what  diilance  from  Lake  St.  Peter  do  the  a£lual  Settle-* 
ments  extend  ? 

A.  The  a(5tuai  Settlements  from  Lake  St.  Peter  extend  better 
than  twelve  miles. 

Q.  What  is  the  quality  of  the  r  -ound  between  the  a<Stiial  Set- 
tlements and  the  Wafte  Lands  of  the  Crown,  and  what  is  the  qua- 
lity of  the  Wafte  Lands  of  the  Crown  in  that  direction,  and  the 
extent  of  cultivable  ground  t 

A.  The  quality  of  the  ground  between  the  actual  Settlements 
and  the  waste  lands  is  fit  for  farming.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  bro- 
ken land,  gullies  and  ravines  and  rocky  ridges*  The  quality  of  Tim- 
ber is  M?ple,  Beech,  Birch,  Elms  and  Pines.  Around  Lake  Masqui- 
nong6  there  is  a  good  deal  of  marfliy  Ground  and  wild  H^y.  The 
quality  of  the  wafte  Lands  of  the  Crown  in  this  direction  improve 
and  are  better  adapted  for  culture.  As  far  as  I  have  been  in  that  di- 
rection with  the  exception  of  a  Red  Pine  plain  the  foil  is  barren  but 
the  Timber  is  valuable.  The  quality  of  the  foil  in  this  Pine  plain 
is  of  a  light  foil,  but  preferred  by  fome  from  the  Wiirmth  and 
lightness  of  the  foil  to  any  other.  The  Timber  on  the  foil  is.  alio 
highly  valuable  for  Settlers  for  bringing  it  to  Market. 

Q.  What  in  your  estimation  has  prevented  the  Settlements  in 
the  Seigniory  of  Mafquinonge  from  extending  themfelves  back 
to  Lake  Mafquinonge  ? 

A.  I  underftood  from  Mr.  De  Lanaudiere,  in  his  life  time  the 
Seignior  of  Mafquinonge,  that  he  did  not  wifli  to  make  any  grants 
to  applicant  Settlers,  alligning  amongft  other  reasons  that  the  land 
would  become  more  valuable  in  procefs  of  time,  and  th-  'le  pre- 
ferred to  fell  them  at  5s.  per  acre,  and  referve  to  himself  a  nomi- 
nal rent,  carrying  with  it  ordinary  Seigniorial  rights,  fuch  as 
Lods  et  FcnteSf  tens  et  Retiiest  &c.  I  applied  for  fome  lands 
for  fome  of  my  workmen,  and  after  great  difficulty  obtained 
them  ;  I  alfo  got  fome  for  myfelf. 

Q.  What  extent  of  ground,  and  upon  what  conditions  did 
you  obtain  these  lands  for  yourfelf  and  for  your  workmen  ? 

A.  The  terms  of  thofe  obtained  for  the  workmen  I  do  notTe- 
coUect.  They  got  about  one  hundred  acres  each.  I  think  it  was 
agreed  that  they  fbould  pay  a  dollar  an  acre,  and  one  (hilling  and 
iixpence  a  year  on  the  whole.  I  obtained  for  myfelf  about  three 
thoufand  acreS|  for  which  I  paid  him  in  caih  three  ihiUing^  and 


?VV»!| 


I    I 


M 

I 


ff 


.   I!i 


n?' 


■  >■ 


' '  if-^ 


.     4& 

nlnepence  per  acre,  and  one  fhilHng  and  fixpence  yearly  for  the 
whole  tract  as  an  acknowledgment  of  his  quality  of  Seignior. 

Q.  What  is  the  extent  of  Lake  Mafquinonge  ? 

A.  It  is  about  four  miles  in  length,  and  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
in  breadth. 

Q.  What  is  the  number  and  fize  of  the  Rivers  falling  into  the 
St.  Lawrence,  beginning  at  the  St.  Maurice  and  ending  at  the  Ot- 
tawa, how  many  of  thf-.n  are  to  the  beft  of  your  knowledge  navi- 
gable, and  to  what  diftanceand  for  what  veflels,  what  is  the  dis- 
tance from  the  fources  of  theie  Rivers,  their  direction  and  their 
length,  and  what  is  the  expofure  and  climate  of  the  Country  wa- 
tered by  them  ? 

A.  There  are  two  fmall  rivers  at  about  eighteen  miles  from  the 
St.  Maurice,  both  called  the  Machiche  Rivers,  they  are  not  na- 
vigable, but  fufficient  to  drive  Mills.  Lumber  has  been  floated 
ftown  from  the  largeil.  River  du  Loup  is  is  abouc  nine  miles  fur- 
ther up,  it  is  of  a  greater  magnitude  than  the  two  preceding,  and 
only  navigable  for  a  few  miles  for  Boats,  and  early  in  ihe  Spring 
for  River  Crafts.  River  Mafquinonge  is  fix  miles  further  up,  and 
of  the  fame  fize,  it  is  alfo  navigable  for  about  eight  mile?  for  Boats 
and  Canoes.  Twelve  miles  above  this  is  a  very  fmall  r  «r,  but 
fufficient  to  drive  Mills  a  part  oi'the  feafon.  River  Berthier  is 
about  four  miles  further  than  this  lafc  and  not  navigable  for  any 
diftance,  but  there  is  a  confiderable  body  of  water  in  it  Then 
follows  River  L'Aflbmption,  which  is  navigable  at  certain  periods 
for  Crafts  to  the  Village  of  L'Aflbmption,  how  much  further  I  do 
hot  know.  The  courfe  of  all  thefe  Rivers  is  from  the  northward 
to  the  fouthward  and  foutk-weft.  1  am  not  acquainted  with  their 
different  fources.  Some  of  those  Rivers,  as  I  have  been  informed  by 
Hunters,  Canadians  and  Indian!^,  iuch  as  the  Rivers  Mafquinonge 
and  L'Aflbmption  take  their  fources  from  large  Lakes  a^  the  diftance 
of  about  two  hundred  miles  and  upwards  from  the  point  in  which 
they  empty  themfelves  in  the  River  Saint  Lawrence,  and  they  run 
through  a  great  deal  r/f  rough  and  mountainous  country. 

Q.  What  in  your  eftimation  is  the  diftance  from  the  Saint  Larw- 
rence  of  the  height  of  land  which  divide  the  .waters  which  empty 
themfelves  into  the  Hudfon's  Bay  from  thofe  which  empty  them^ 
felves  into  the  St.  Lawrence  i 

A.  About  two  hundred  miles  in  a  direct  line.  In  fbllqwing  the 
Rivers  it  must  double  that  diftance. 

^.  What  is  the  exposure  and  what  are  the  advantages  or  disad- 
vantages of  that  expoiure  with  reference  to  climate  of  the  country 
watered  by  the  laft  mentioned  rivers,  and  what  is  the  comparative 
feverity  in  fuch  portions  of  that  country  which  you  ha4  OQcafion 
to  explorei  in  comparison  to  the  climate  of  Quebec  f  A. 
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A.  The  expofure  of  the  Country  which  I  had  occadon  to  ex- 
plore was  a  fouthern  one.  The  climate  more  hofpitable  and  the 
■^oil  more  produftive  than  thofe  of  Quebec  and  its  neighbourhood. 
I  have  reafon  to  fuppose  that  vegetation  commences  earlier  in  the 
tract  of  Country  which  I  had  occaiion  to  explore  than  on  the  fouth 
ihore  of  the  L«ike  Sc.  Peter,  probably  from  three  days  to  a  week. 

Q.  Have  yoti  any  knowledge  from  general  report  or  otherwife 
of  the  manner  in  which  lands  obtained  by  a  Leader  of  a  Township 
and  his  AiTociates  were  ufuaDy  didributed  amonft  them  ? 

A.  I  have  underftood  that  a  Leader  of  a  Township  procuring 
forty  AfTociates,  was  to  give  two  hundred  acres  to  each,  and  that 
the  remainder  of  the  Township  he  got  to  himfelf .  I  likewife  un- 
derdood  that  this  Leader  paid  the  expenfes  of  the  Patent  and  Sur- 
vey, &c.  and  that  frequently  the  AiTociates  redeeded  their  two 
hundred  acres  to  the  Leader.  ;.•.■...,»  ■;•:} 

■ lU  {,"'.'      •    •■  j  .A 

J     Mr.  Webb  Robinson  appeared  before  your  Committee. 

Q.   Have  you  had  any  and  what    means  of  becoming  acquainted  with 
the  manner  of  applying  for  and  obiaining  grants  of  land  in  the  Townships  i 
A.  Yes,  I  applied  in  the  year  1815  for  lands  for  a  person  as  Agent.' 

,     Q.  What  is  the  import  of  the  term  Leader  of  a   Township,    and 
who  are  the  persons  known  by  the  name  of  Associates  ? 
„     A*  The   Leader   of  a   Township  is  the  person    who  applies  for  the 
grant  of  lands,  and  the    Associates  are  the  persons  who  lend  their  names 
to  the  Leader,  to  enable  him  to  obtain  the  same. 

Q.  In  VI  hat  proportions  are  the  grants  to  the  Leader  and  the  Asso- 
ciates made  in  the  Patent  which  is  ultimately  issued  i 

A.  In  about  1200  acres  lo  each  of  them.  ^ 

'%.    Q.  Who  paid  the  expenses  of  Survey  and  the  Patent  Fees  ?       '   *^ 
"    A.  The  Leader. 

Q.  Who  presented  the  Petition,  attended  it  through  its  progress,  and 
exerted  himself  to  obtain  a  successful  result  i  a 

A.  The  Leaders  or  their  Agents,  .^    ..  .:  ,*f  ,.f 

Q.  Who  paid  the  Agents  for  this  trouble  ? 
,     A.  The  Leader. 

Q.  Did  the  Leaders  obtain  any  and  what  remuneration  or  reimburse- 
ment for  the  above  services  and  expenses  ? 

A.  The  Associates  only  got  a  part  of  the  Grant,  which  generally  con- 
sisted of  a  Lot  of  two  hundred  acres,  and  sometimes  they  got  nothing, 

Q.  What  was  the  description  of  persons  whose  names  were  used  as  as- 
sociates, were  they  likely  to  make  actual  Settlements  or  otherwis^:  ? 

A.  They  were  not  likely  from  their  situation  in  life,  being  generally 
poor  people,  to  make  any  actual  Settlements.  There  are  however  eome 
few  exceptions.     They  generally  returned  or  re-conveyed  theu"  share  lo 
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.    Q.  What  was  the  eoniideration  }    '    -'rln  ■    "'-^^  fclT  .A- 

A.  A  mere  nothing.  — -  >      ,.-.  ^-<-r-. 

Q.  How  were  aignatures  obtained  to  the  PeiitionH)  and  what  were 
the  motives  aid  considerations  held  out  to  the  Associates  generally  i 

A.  The  Leaders  generally  promised  to  the  Associates  two  hundred 
acres,  sometimes  less|  sometiiiies  nothing  at  all. 

Q,  Have  yuu  any  knowledge  of  a  less  quantity  than  one  thousand 
Sicres  being  stipulated  for  the  Leader  ? 

A.  I  have  no  knowledge  about  it.  * 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  Associates  assigrning  or  agreeing  to 
Assign  llieir  interest  in  the  two  hundred  acres  previous  to  the  issuing  of 
the  i*at*ent,  and  did  this  occur  frequently  i 

A.  Yes,  I  have  knowledge  of  a  Leader  applying  for  lands,  and  some 
of  the  Associates  agreeing  to  give  up  their  whole  share. 

,  Q.  What  was  the  average  price  of  the  waste  lands  of  the  Crown  at 
that  time  ? 

A.  I  cannot  tell  the  exact  value  of  lands  at  that  time,  but  T  sold  my-> 
self  some  lands  in  the  year  18J5,  situated  on  the  River  St.  Francis^  at 
ten  shillings  the  acre,  but  waste  lands  where  there  are  no  roads,  are  not 
saleable  at  all.  They  were  sold  at  SherifTs  Sales  in  Lots  of  two  hundred 
acres  at  three  or  four  pounds  a  Lot.     Some  could  not  be  sold  at  all. 

Q.  What  quantity  of  waste  lands  of  the  Crown  have  you  in  jour  pos- 
session I 

A.  I  cannot  exactly  tell  the  number  of  acres,  but  I  believe  eight  or 
nine  thousand  acres. 

Q.  Have  you  caused  to  be  cleared  and  inclosed  any  and  vt^t  quantity 
of  land,  and  at  what  price  and  where  i 

A.  No. 

Q.  What  is  the  quantity  of  Stock  in  your  possession,  and  have  you 
erected  any  and  what  buildings  upon  the  said  land  i 

A.  I  have  no  Stock,  and  I  have  not  erected  any  buildings. 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  that  lands  in  the  actual   possession   and 
occupation  of  different   individuals  and  improved  by  them,    have   been 
'subsequently  granted  to  other  individuals,  and  to  any  and  what  extent  ? 

A.  1  know  personnally  of  but  one  instance.  A  person  living  on  an  Is* 
land  in  the  River  St.  Francis,  a  number  of  years,  and  after  having  clear' 
ed  and  settled  almost  the  whole  of  it,  it  was  granted  to  another  individu' 
a!,  who,  I  understood,  wanted  to  take  it  from  him  ;  this  might  have 
occurred  in  many  other  instances,  but  without  my- knowledge,  my  resi- 
dence being  in  Quebec  ? 

Q.  Are  there  not  many  persons  in  this  Province  whose  pursuits  are  al- 
together foreign  from  Agriculture,  and  who  possess  like  yourself  large 
tracts  of  waste  lands  of  the  Crown  i 

A.  Yes,  theie  are  numbers  of  individuals  like  myself,  who  hold  large 
tracts  of  land  and  whose  pursuits  are  foreign  from  agriculture. 


n^ 


Q.  Look  at  the  general  Statement  of  lands  granted  in  Free  and  Com* 
Rion  Soccage  in  the  Province  of  Lower-Canada,  as  contained  in  Mr.  Botl- 
chette's  Work,  and  tell  the  Committee  how  many  were  Leaders  of  Town- 
ships i 
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*   A.  There  arc  wventy-two  names,  most  of  whom  were  Leaden  of 
Townships,  the  other  names  contained  in  this  List,  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  What  is  the  total  amount  of  lands  granted  to  these  individuals  I 
«*)  A.  About  one  million  and  thirty  thousand  acres. 

Q.  Did  the  Officers  and  Privates  of  the  Canadian  Militia  mentioned 
in  that  List,  settle  upon  their  Latids«  or  did  ihey  sell  their  rights  to  in* 
dividuais  who  bought  them  upon  speculation,  without  any  view  of  set- 
tling upon  them  themselves  ? 

A.  Generally  speaking,  the  Privates  sold  their  Lots  to  people  of  the 
last  mentioned  description. 

'    Q  ,Have  you  any  and  what  means  of  knowing  at  what  price  these  pri« 
vates  sold  their  Lots  of  Lands  ? 

A.  My  father  purchased  up  a  large  number  of  these  claims,  for  which 
he  paid  various  prices,  from  two  pounds  the  Lot  to  eight  or  ten  pounds 
for  individual  Lots.  I  cannot  say  what  was  the  average  price,  they  were 
dearer  then  than  they  are  now. 

Q.  Has  the  value  of  waste  lands  in  the  Townships  where  there  are  no 
roads,  increased  or  diminished  since  your  father  made  thei>e  purchases  i 

»«D  Tiff  .  1  _ 

A.  I  do  not  think  that  they  have  increased. 

Q.  Do  Lands  of  this  description,  sold  at  Sheriff  Sale,  after  the  usual 
advertisements  in  the  Quebec  Gazette  of  four  months,  sell  now  U  a  high- 
er price,  than  they  would  have  done  at  the  above  mentioned  period  i ' 

A.  Yes,  1  think  they  do. 

A.  Do  you  know  or  have  you  reason  to  believe  that  there  are  many 
perAOns  resident  in  this  Province,  or  elsewhere,  possessing  tracts  of  land 
from  t^4tlve  hundred  acres  upwards  to  forty-eight  thousand  acres,  who 
have  laid  out  no  money  upon  them,  and  have  not  performed  the  Settle- 
msat  duties  i 

A.  I  know  of  many  persons  possessing  large  tracts  of  lands,  the  exact 
extent  of  which  I  cannot  state,  who  have  not  performed  the  Settlement 
duty. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  any  person  within  this  Province,  disposed  to 
become  an  actual  Settler,  would  accept  fifty  or  one  hundred  acres  of  thf 
ungranted  and  waste  lands  of  the  Crown,  on  condition  of  effecting  aa 
actual  Settlement  thereon  ? 

A.  There  are  many  persons  of  this  description,  but  they  are  Emi* 
grants  from  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

Q.  Would  the  natives  of  this  Continent  of  British  extraction  accept  so 
small  a  grant  upon  the  condition  of  actual  Settlement  ? 

A.  I  do  not  think  they  would. 

Q.  Have  you  known  any  instance  of  there  being  tendered  to  an  actual 
Settler  by  the  Provincial  Government  a  less  quantity  than  two  hundred 
acres,  since  the  last  peace  with  France,  and  the  consetjuent  influx  of 
Epiigrants  into  these  Provinces  from  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  i 

A.  1  do  not  know  any  thing  about  it.  -'"^-^ 

Q.  jpid  you  ever  hear  of  any  grant  of  any  quantity  Ifsi  than  two  huo* 
dred  acres  to  ao  actual  Settler  previous  to  that  period  i  « 

A.  No. 
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>  Q*  Do  the  large  tractt  of  land  held  by  yourself  and  others  in  the 
Townships,  and  who  do  not  reside  there  and  improve  and  cultivate  the 
tame,  yield  any  and  what  revenues  to  the  proprietor  thereof? 

A.  There  are  five  or  six  to  my  knowledge,  there  may  be  many  more, 
^ut  I  do  not  know  them,  having  nut  been  often  in  the  Townships. 

Q,  What   in  your  estimation  has  retarded   the  Settlement  of  these 
La  dW 

A*  The  want  of  Roads,  and  the  Clergy  and  Crown  Reserves  intersec- 
ting the  Settlements. 

,  Q,  Do  you  apprehend  that  the  absence  of  the  large  landed  proprietors 
and  their  neglecting  their  Settlement  duties  has  mainly  contributed  to 
retard  the  Settlement  of  these  Lands  i 

A.  I  do  not  think  that  they  have  been  mainly  the  cause,  but  partly, 
the  chief  obstacle  is  the  want  of  roads.  ,u,>  1     *>  v.  i  : 
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Whereas  many  of  our  loyal  fubjects,  inhabitants  of  the  Co* 
lonies  and  Provinces  now  the  United  States  of  America,  are  defi- 
rous  of  maintaining  their  allegiance  to  us,  and  of  living  in  our 
dominions,  and  for  this  purpoie  are  difposed  to  take  up  and  im- 
prove lands  in  our  Province  of  Quebec :  and  we  being  dedrous  to 
encourage  our  faid  loyal  fubjedts  in  fuch  their  intentions,  and  to 
teflify  our  approbation  of  their  loyalty  to  us^  and  obedience  to  our 
Government,  by  allotting  lands  for  them  in  our  faid  Province : 
and  whereas  we  are  alfo  deiirous  of  tedifying  our  approbation  of 
the  bravery  and  loyalty  of  our  Forces  ferving  in  our  faid  Province, 
and  who  may  have  been  reduced  there,  by  allowing  a  certain 
quantity  of  land  to  fuch  of  the  non-commiilioned  officers  and  pri- 
vate men  of  our  faid  Forces,  who  are  inclined  to  become  fettlers 
therein  ;  it  is  our  will  and  pleafure,  that  immediately  after  you 
{hall  receive  thefe  our  Inftruftions,  you  do  direft  our  Surveyor 
General  of  Lands  for  our  faid  Province  of  Quebec  to  admeasure 
and  lay  out  fuch  quantity  of  land  as  you,  with  the  advice  of  our 
Council,  (hall  deem  neceflary  and  convenient  for  the  fettlement 
of  our  faid  loyal  subjedls,  and  the  non-commifiioned  officers  and 
private  men  of  our  Forces  which  may  have  been  reduced  in  our 
faid  Provinr  ,  who  fhall  be  defirous  of  becoming  fettlers  therein  ; 
fuch  lands  to  be  divided  into  dillinct  Seigneuries  or  Fiefs,  to  ex- 
tend from  two  to  four  leagues  in  front,  and  from  three  to  five 
leagues  in  depth,  if  fituated  upon  a  navigable  river,  otherwife  to 
be  run  fquare,  or  in  fuch  fhape  and  fuch  quantities  as  (hall  be 
convenient  and  practicable,  and  in  each  Seigneurie  a  Glebe  to 
be  referved  and  laid  out  in  the  mofl:  convenient  fpot,  to  contain 
not  lefs  than  three  hundred  acres  ;  the  property  of  which  Seigneu- 
ries or  Fiefs  fhall  be  and  remain  veiled  in  us,  our  heirs  and  fuc- 
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ceflbrs ;  and  you  (hall  allot  fuch  parts  of  the  fame  as  (hall  be  afT 
plied  for  by  any  of  our  faid  loyal  fubje^s,  non-commiflioned  offi- 
cers and  private  men  of  our  Forces  reduced  as  aforefaid,  in  the 
following  proportions,  that  is  to  fay  :—» 

To   every  Mafter  of  a  Family,  one  hundred  acres,  and  (ifty 
acres  for  each  perfon  of  which  his  family  fhould  conflil. 

To  every  fingle  Man,  fifty  acres. 
.'  To  every  non-commifll  ned  Officer  of  our  Forces  reduced  in 
Quebec,  two  hundred  acres. 

To  every  Private  Man  reduced  nsaforefaid,  one  hundred  acres) 
and  for  every  perfon  in  their  Families,  fifty  acres. 

The  faid  lands  to  be  held  under  us,  our  Heirs  and  Succeflbrs, 
Seigneurs  of  the  Seigneurie  or  Fief  in  which  the  fame  (hall  be  fi- 
tuated,  upon  the  fame  terms,  acknowledgments  and  fervices,  as 
lands  are  held  in  our  faid  Province  under  the  refpective  Seigneurs 
holding  and  poffeffing  Seignruries  or  Fiefs  therein,  andreferving 
to  us,  our  Heirs  and  vSucciflbrs,  from  and  after  the  expintion  of 
ten  years  from  the  admiffion  of  the  refpective  tenants,  a  quit  rent 
of  one  halpenny  per  acre. 


•j  .<■• 
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£xtra£l  of  a  Difpatch  from  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland,  to 
V  His  Excellency  Sir  Robert  Shore  Milnes,  dated  Whitehall^ 
*   6th  June,   1801*  '  ^-[■■}^  it  "^  (■»; 

1 

«  I  have  fully  confidered  the  calculation,  contained  in  No.  ii, 
of  the  value  of  aTown(hipof  Wafte  Land,  in  order  to  form  a 
judgment  of  the  proportion  which  it  might  be  proper  to  grant  to 
thofe  Members  of  the  Executive  Council  who  have  given  so  much 
time  and  attention  to  the  settlement  of  the  Land  Bufinefs. 

I  am  in  confequence  to  fignify  to  you  His  Majefty's  pleafure 
that  as  a  proof  of  the  ju(t  fenfe  he  entertains  of  the  a&ility  and  in- 
tegrity with  which  this  complicated  bufinefs  has  been  arranged  by 
them,  a  sole  Grant  (hould  be  made  to  each  of  the  fix  members 
whofe  attendance  has  been  conftant,  of  one  quarter  of  a  Townfhip 
without  any  aflfociates,  the  value  of  which  as  appears  by  your 
Statement,  will  amount,  after  deducting  the  expenfes  of  furveying, 
dividing  &c.  to  fomething  more  than  j£600  to  each  Executive 
Councillor." 

A  true  Extract,  "^  -- * 

1  Certified,  J.  READY,  Secretary. 
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Copy  of  the  Royal  In(lructtons  relative  to  the  granting  of  the 

Wafte  Lands  of  the  Crown,  which  are  entered  on  the  Minutes 
9  of  the  Executive  Council,  ane  were  publifhed  in  a  Proclamation 

ifliied  by  His  Excellency  Lieutenant  Governor  Clarke  on  the 

7th  day  of  February,   1792, 

/f/r^/.— That  the  Crown  Lands  to  be  granted  be  parcel  of  a 
Townfhip.  If  an  Inland  Townfhip,  of  ten  miles  square,  and  if 
aTownfhip  on  navigable  waters,  of  nine  miles  in  front,  and  twelve 
miles  in  depth,  to  be  run  out  and  marked  by  His  Maje(>y's  Sur- 
veyor or  Deputy  Surveyor  General,  or  under  his  fan^tion  and  au- 
thority. 

Sfcond. — ^That  only  fuch  part  of  the  Townfhip  be  granted  as 
ihalt  remain,  after  a  refcrvation  of  one  feventh  part  thereof  for 
the  fupport  of  a  ProteOant  Clergy,  and  one  other  feventh  part 
thereof  for  the  future  difpofition  of  the  Crown. 

Third. — ^That  no  Farm  Lot  (hall  be  granted  to  any  oneperfon' 
which  ihall  contain  more  than  two  hundred  acres  ;  yet  the  Go- 
▼emor,  Lieutenant  Governor,  or  perfon  adminiflering  the  Go- 
Temmt- nt,  is  allowed  and  permitted  to  grant  to  any  pcribn  or  per* 
sons  fuch  further  quantity  of  land  as  they  may  defire,  not  exceed- 
ing one  thoufand  acres  over  and  above  what  may  h:%ve  been  before 
granted  to  them. 

Fourth' — That  every  Petitioner  for  lands  make  it  appear  he  or 
&e  b  in  a  condition  to  cultivate  and  improve  the  fame,  and  fhail 
befides  taking  the  ufual  oaths,  fufcribe  a  declaration  (before  pro- 
per persons  to  be  for  that  purpofe  appointed)  of  the  tenor  of  the 
words  following,  vizt  :  "  I  A .  B.  do  promise  and  declare  that  I 
«»■  will  maintain  and  defend  to  the  utmoft  of  my  power  the  autho- 
"  rity  of  the  King  in  his  Parliament  as  the  fupreme  Legiilature  of 
•*  this  Province." 

fifth, — That  applications  for  grants  be  made  by  Petition  to  the 
Governor,  Lieutenant  Governor,  or  Perfon  adminiftering  the 
Government  for  the  time  being,  and  where  it  is  advifable  to  grant 
the  Prayer  thereof,  a  Warrant  (hall  iffue  to  the  proper  officer  for 
a  furvey  thereof,  returnable  within  (ix  months,  with  a  Plot  annex* 
«d,  and  be  followed  with  a  Patent  granting  the  fame,  if  defired, 
in  Free  and  Common  Soccage,  upon  the  terms  and  conditions  in 
the  Royal  Inftrudlions  exprefled  and  herein  after  suggefled. 

Sixth. — ^That  all  Grants  referve  to  the  Crown  all  Coals,  conv» 
snonly  called  Sea  Coals,  and  Mines  of  Gold,  Silver,  Copper,  Tin, 
Iron  and  Lead  ;  and  each  Patent  contain  a  Claufe  for  the  referva« 
tion  of  timber  for  the  Royal  Navy,  of  the  Tenor  following : 

"  And  provided  alio,  that  no  part  of  the  Tract  or  Parcel  of 

"  Land  hereby  granted  to  the  said   and  his  Heirs,  be 

«  within  any  refervation  heretofore  made  and  marked  for  us,  our 
«  Heirs  and  Succeflbrs  by  our  Surveyor  General  of  Woods,  or 


* 


55 

«  hU   lawful    Deputy  *,    in   which  cafe,  this  our  Grant  for  tuch 

««  part  of  the  Land  hertby  ,'jiven  and  granted  to  the  faid . 

«<  and  his  Heirs  forever  as  aforefaid,  and  which  fhall  upon  a  Sur- 
**  vey  thereof  being  made,  be  found  within  any  fuch  refcrvation, 
"  (hall  be  null  and  void,  any  thing  herein  contained  to  the 
*•  contrary  notwithlianding." 

Serf «/A.— That  the  two  feventh«  reserved  for  the  Crown's  fu- 
ture disposition  and  thefupport  of  a  PruteiUnt  Clergy,  be  not.fe« 
vered  tracts,  each  of  one  feventh  part  of  the  Town Ihip,  but  fuch 
Lot*  or  Farms  therein  as  in  the  Surveyor  General's  Return  of 
Survey  of  the  Townfhip  Hiall  be  defcribed  or  fet  apart  for  thcfe 
purpofes,  between  the  other  Farms  of  which  the  faid  Townihip 
ihall  confid,  to  the  intent  that  the  Lands  fo  to  be  referved  may  be 
nearly  of  the  like  value  with  an  equal  quantity  of  the  other  parts 
to  be  granted  out  as  aforementioned. 

Eighth.  That  the  refpei^ive  Patentees  are  to  take  the  Eflates 
granted  to  them  severally,  free  of  Quit  Rent  and  of  any  other  ex- 
penfes  than  fuch  Fees  as  may  be  allowed  to  be  demanded  and  re- 
ceived by  the  different  Officers  concerned  in  paffing  the  Patent 
and  recording  the  fame,  to  be  dated  in  a  Table  authorized  and 
edabliihed  by  the  Government,  and  publicly  fixed  up  in  the  fe- 
veral  Offices  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Council,  of  the  Surveyor  Gene- 
ra),  and  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Province. 

Ninth. — ^That  every  Patent  be  entered  upon  Record  within  fix 
months  from  the  Date  thereof,  in  the  Secretary's  or  Regifter's 
Offices,  and  a  Docket  thereof  in  the  Auditor's  OfEce. 

Tenth. — Whenever  it  fhall  be  thought  advifable  to  grant  any 
given  quantity  to  any  perfon  of  one  thoufand  acres  or  under,  and 
the  fame  cannot  be  found  by  reafon  of  the  faid  refervations  aD4 
prior  Grants  within  the  Townfhip  in  the  Petition  expreiTed,  the 
fame,  or  what  fhall  be  requifite  to  make  up  to  fuch  perfon  the 
quantity  advifed, '  fhall  be  located  to  him,  in  fome  other  Town- 
fhip upon  a  new  Petition  for  that  purpofe  to  be  preferred. 

Certified,  HERMAN  W.  RYLAND. 
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.:i'.^.,  SIR, 

Sir  Robert  Shore  Mllnes,  Bart,  having  ferved  His  Majofty  a» 
His  Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  Province  of  Lower-Canada,  to 
His  Majefty's  entire  fatisfaction,  and  to  the  benefit  of  the  Province  : 
and  His  Majefty  having  been  gracioufly  pleafedto  fignify  His  Ro^- 
al;  pleafure,  that  a  lafling  mark  of  His  favour  fhould  be  conferred 
Ulpon,  him  in  reward  of  his  ufefui  fervices,     I  am  commanded  ta 


*-".  v,'«  «!;■-. I'jaa -id  o)  tv? 


iispn»i! 


iiiJ»>  T^.Liy,,l^»,^^ 


/ignifjr  to  you  His  Majcfty's  commands  that  a  Grant  of  Land 
(hould  be  eflVftually  made  to  him  in  the  laid  Province  on  the 
moft  favourable  terms,  equal  in  quantity  to  a  Townfhip,  and  in 
fuch  Districts  as  have  been  already  lUrveyed  and  lubdividcd,  and 
without  Aflbciaic's.  -    ^-  .  .   ^ 

I  am  &Ct  * 

(Signed)       CASTLEREAGH. 
.    Sir  J.  H.  Craic,  K.  B. 

■»  &c.  &c.  &c.  Certified  a  true  Copy,  •  ).»"  i  .• 

I  J.  READY,  Secty. 

Copy  of  the  Table  of  Fees  eftablifhed  by  order  of  the  Governor 
t  in  Council,  on  the  4th  December  1797,  to  be  taken  upon 
f   Grants  of  the  Wade  Lands  of  the  Crown. 

Per  Thoufand  Acres. 


V* 


rhe  Governor,  • 

Attorney  General 
Surveyor  General, 
Secretary  ot  the  Province 
Clerk  of  the  Council, 
Auditor,        -         -         - 
Regider,       -        -        - 


£0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


10 
10 
15 
10 
10 
6 
5 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
8 
0 


so 
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Certified^ 


•It  ■■ 


jfiS     6     8  Cy. 
H.  W.  RYLAND. 


(D.) 


Order  of  Reference  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Council  respec-^ 

ting  the  Townlhips. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes  of  Council  of  the  lilh  Juney    1798. 

His  Excellency  reminded  the  Board  of  what  he  had  mentioned 
on  the  17th  April  1797,  refpecting  the  Wafte  Lands,  to  wit  : 

■  "  That,  on  his  coming  to  the  ad;njniftratix)n  of  the  Govern- 
«  ment  of  this  Province,  he  found  \\\aI  an  alteration  in  the  terms 
•*  oT  difpofing  of  the  Wafte  Lands  ci  the  Crown  was  in  cont-"m- 
<«  plation  by  His  Majefty's  Minifters." 

The  intent  of  the  alteration  then  in  contemplation  was,  to  raife, 
by  the  difjicfdl  of  the  Wafte  Lands  in  future,  (excepting  in  thofe 
cafes  where  the  faith  of  Government  might  be  already  pledged  to 
the  Applicants,)  a  Fund  to  be  applied  towards  defraying  the  ex* 
penfes  of  the  Provincial  Government. 

[  His  Excellency  laid  before  the  Board  an  Inftru^ion  which  he 
]^ad  fince  received  under  His  Majefty's  Royal  Sign  Manual^  which, 
being  read,  was  ordered  to  be  entered,  itiz  ;-— 


57 


798. 
ioned 


GEORGE  R. 


In(lru£lion  to  our  trufty  and  well  beloved  Robert 
L.  S.  Pur  SCOTT,  Efquirc,  Lieutenant  General  of  our  Forces, 
Captain  General  and  Governor  in  Chief  of  our  Province 
of  Lower-Canada,  in  America,  or  in  his  abfcnce  to  the  Lieute- 
nant-Governor or  Commander  in  Chief  of  our  faid  Province,  for 
the  time  being.  Given  at  our  Court  at  St.  James,  the  15th  d.iy  of 
Auguft  1"97,  in  the  ihirty-feventh  year  of  our  rei^n  : 

**  Whereas,  by  our  General  Inl^ructions  to  our  Captain  Gcne- 
**  ral  and  Governor  Com^nanding  in  Chief  in  and  over  our  Pro- 
**  vincc  of  Lower-Canada,  bearing  date  at  St.  James's  the  16th 
"  day  of  September  1791,  it  is  declared  umongft  other  things, 
•*  to  be  our  will  and  pleasure,  that  the  Townfliips  therein  mcn- 
•*  tioncd,  and  the  refpedlive  allotments  within  the  fame,  together 
«*  with  the  lands  to  be  referved  as  therein  aforefaid,  (hall  be  run 
**  and  laid  out  by  our  Surveyor  General  of  lands,  for  the  faid 
**  Province,  or  some  skilful  perfon  authorized  by  him  for  that 
**  purpofe,  which  Surveys,  together  with  the  warrants  and  grants 
«*  for  the  refpective  allotmcnrs,  fhall  be  made  out  for,  and  dcli- 
**  vered  to  the  feveral  Grantees  free  of  any  expenfe  or  fees  vvh-At- 
«  foever^  other  than  fuch  as  may  be  payable  to  the  different  offi- 
•*  cers,  according  to  the  table  of  fees  already  elhibifhed,  upon 
grants  of  land  made  in  the  faid  Province.  Now,  our  will 
AND  PLEASURE  IS,  that  the  faid  Townfhips  therein  mentioned, 
and  the  refpective  allotments  within  the  fame,  together  with 
the  land  to  be  relerved,  as  therein  aforefaid,  (hall  be  run  and 
Ipidout  by  our  Surveyor  General  of  lands  for  the  faid  Province, 
•*  or  fome  skilful  perfon  authorized  by  him  for  that  purpofe,  which 
«*  Surveys,  together  with  the  warrants  and  grants  for  the 
refpective  allotments  fhall  be  made  en.  for,  and  delivered  to 
the  leveral  Grantees,  on  payment  of  fuch  fies  a?  fhall  from 
time  to  time  be  eftablifhed  by  u«;,  under  our  Signet  and  Sign 
Manual,  or  by  our  order  in  that  behalf,  fignified  by  one  of  our 
principal  Secretaries  of  State." 

G.  R. 
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And  His  Excellency  informed  the  Board  that  the  directions  he 
had  received  from  His  Majefty's  Secretary  of  State,  in  conformity 
to  the  above  in(Uu£tions,  were  : — 

"  1st  That  in  thofe  cafes  where  the  faith  of  Government  has 
been  pledged  to  the  applicants,  (according  to  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  Council,  of  the  24'th  May,  17y7,)  for  fpe- 
cific  quantities  of  land,  the  grants  thereof  should  be  paffed  on  the 
fame  fees  that  have  been  paid  upon  thofe  grants  that  have  already 
pafTed  the  Seal*  *  , 
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<»  2  J.  That,  although  th(  faith  of  Government  is  hot  conildefed 
to  have  been  fpecially  pledged  in  tht  cafes  were  perfons  petitioned 
for  Townships  on  bf half  of  *hemfelves  and  their  affbciates,  yet, 
inafmuch  as  ibme  of  thofe  nfTociated  applicants  have  fully  evinced 
the  (incerity  of  their  intentions  of  carrying  the  Settlement  of  the 
lands  they  lb  petitioned  for,  into  effect,  ?'.nd  have,  upon  the  faith 
of  the  encouragement  herttofv^re  given  them  by  His  Majefty's 
Government  in  Canada,  embarked  their  labour  and  property  in 
Surveying  and  allotting  the  iownjhips  they  fo  petitioned  foi*, 
and  in  niyking  effectual  settlements  therein,  it  is  His  Majefty's 
pl"afure,  that  a  preference  should  be  shewn  to  perfons  of  this  Clafs, 
««  by  m..king  them  grants  (upon  the  old  Fees)  to  the  full  c;itent 
"  mentioned  i:i  His  Majefty's  Inftructions,  viz :  tzoe/ve  hundred 
«  ucrt's  to  each  AssocmUd  Grutitce."  But  this  is  not  to  extend 
to  the  granting  ct  the  whole  Tovfuship,  except  in  those  cafes 
where  the  number  of  the  affociated  applicants  who  are  actual/i/ 
settled  thereon t  shall  be  fuff  ctent  at  the  rate  of  twclie  hundred 
acres  eachy  to  comprehend  the  whole  of  the  grantable  lands  ia 
fuch  Town.sfhip  — And  in  cafes  '"here  the  nun'jer  fo  actually  fet- 
tled in  any  Townftiip,  ii*aU  not  be  fufficienf,  allowing  at  the  rate 
of  twe've  hundred  acres  each,  to  comprehend  the  whole  of  fuch 
grantable  lands  in  fuch  Tcwnfbip,  the  remaining  part  thereof,  if 
granted  to  the  affociated  app.icsints,  "  muft  be  granted  on  condi- 
«^  tJon  of  immediate  Setiiernent,  and  its  being  I'ubject  to  the  ad- 
*'  ditional  fees  for  the  Public  Service."  It  is  alfo  His  Majefty's 
pleafure,  that  fuch  of  the  Seulers,  as  may  happen  to  be  feated  on 
lots  refei  ved  for  the  fupport  of  a  Proteftant  Clergy,  or  for  the  fu- 
ture difpoiition  of  the  Crown,  should  hold  tL^  fame,  upon  the 
fame  terms  and  conditions  a^^  (hall  hereafter  be  granted  to  other 
cultivators  of  referved  lots  of  a  fimilar  quality. 

3d.  That  fuch  of  the  applicants  as  have  been  at  the  expenfe  of 
Surveying  theTowufliips  they  have  petitioned  for,  and  laying  the 
fame  out  into  Lots,  preparatory  to  the  Settlement,  but  have  not 
proceeded  effectually  to  the  actual  Settlement  thereof,  ^ould  have 
giants  (upon  the  old  i?ees,)  for  the  one  half  of  the  Townfliips  they 
fo  petitioned  for,  in  the  fame  quantities  (to  wit  1 200  acres)  to  each 
of  the  affociated  Grantees,  as  in  the  former  cal'e,  on  cotdiiion  of 
the  immediate  fettlement  thereof  j  but  this  is  not  allowed  to  be 
extended,  in  am/  of  the  cafes  falling  under  this  defcripiion,  to  more 
than  one  half  of  the  Townlhip  ;  fo  that  if  in  any  one  of  thefe  ca- 
(es  it  (hould  be  thought  proper,  in  the  wildom  of  the  CoiiTicil,  (on 
uccoimt  of  the  intended  Settlers  being  actually  waiting  to  go  on,) 
toaJvife  the  Grznt'in^of  the  whole  l'ow:^ship  to  th^  affociated  ap> 
plrcifnts,  the  'fufir  half  thereof  must  cf  courfe  be  fubject  to  the 
additional  Fees  for  the  Public  Serv*.  ...  . 

"  4th.  TiUofe  of  the  applicants  who  have  only  put  th^irifelves  to 
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the  trouble  and  oxpenfe  of  soficitin^  and exphri'ti^  the  Townfhips 
they  Jefired,  are  not  confidered  to  nave  done  much  towards  eviu- 
c  ngany  Terious  intention  with  refpect  to  carrying  the  Settlement 
thereof  into  effect,  which  alu/fe  cc  ild  entitle  them  to  any  favour- 
able conlideration  In  as  much,  however,  as  the  e.Vfj/onn^  of 
the  Townfhips  they  petitioned  for,  may  have  been  attended  with 
fome  expeiife.  His  Majefty  is  pleafed  to  allow,  that  appiivant?  of 
this  description  may  have  grants  of  the  one  fourth  ftart  of  the 
Townfhips  they  respecti  -ely  petitioned  f  )r,  upon  condition  of  the 
immediate  fettlemein  thereof.  Thi:  however  is  meant  to  extend 
only  to  thofe  cafes  where  the  app  icants  did  actually  put  them- 
selves to  the  trouble  and  expenfe  of  exploring  the  Townfhips 
they  applied  for  :  and  if  ihefe  should  delire  to  have  the  grants 
zt  the  vaifi  of  fwefve  hurfdred  (icr  s  lo  each  airuciate<<.  Grantee, 
fuch  Grants  are  to  be  fubject  to  the  additional  Fees  for  the  Public 
Service. 

"  5th.  Such  perfons  or  afTociations  of  perfons,  who,  from  a  de- 
fire  of  making  actual  Settlement  on  the  lands,  purchafed  the  pre- 
tensions of  ihof;  applicants  that  had  bv?come  discour4(T-d  by  the 
delays  which  took  place  in  the  pafling  of  the  grants,  are  to  be 
confidered  as  f  landing  in  the  place  and  flead  of  the  applicants, 
whoftf  pretentions  they  fo  purchafed,  and  to  leceive  the  Gants 
accordingly  in  the  fame  proportions  and  on  the  fame  conditions  as 
thofe  applicants  themfelves  would  have  been  entitled  to  under  the 
above  regulations. 

•*  6th.  The  remainder  of  the  lands  (except  where  Government 
may  conflder  it  proper  to  grant  certain  quantities  to  particular  per- 
fons by  way  of  favcr,  as  rewards  for  ferviccs  or  the  like  ;  and 
excepting  the  refervations  for  the  fupport  of  ^  Proteftant  Clergy, 
and  for  the  future  difpofition  of  the  Crowii,)  are  to  be  difpofed 
o\  at  Public  Sale,  at  certain  times  and  places  to  be  notiiied  ;  in 
fuch  quantities,  and  fubjedt  to  fuch  conditions  of  Settlement  and 
Cuhiyation  as  Ihali  afford  the  beft  chance  for  the  purchafers  be- 
coming themfelves  the  permanent  Settlers  on  the  lands,  and  for 
raifing  out  of  the  price  thereof  an  efficient  fund  towards  defraying 
the  Public  expenf'e   of  »he  Province. 

"  ^th.  The  amount  of  the  new  Fees  to  be  taken  under  the  Royal 
inftructions,  now  communicated  to  the  Board,  (including,  as  well 
the  part  payable  to  the  ofiicers  concerned  in  patling  the  Grants, 
as  the  part  to  be  appropriated  towr  is  the  fupport  of  Government) 
is  fixed  at  twenty -five  pounds  currency  per  thousand  ucnst  and  fo 
in  proportion,  being  at  the  rate  ol  sLrpence  an  aci-e  ;  but  it  is  di- 
rected, that  the  grants  to  be  made  fn  obedience  to  orders  from 
His  Excellency,  in  confideration  of  Services,  (hall  be  1  ubject  only 
to  the  nayment  of  half  Fees,  or  three-pence  per  acre* 
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*'  8th.  In  the  grants  fubject  to  thefe  additional  fees,  and  theft 
of  the  lands  that  ihall  be  dilpofed  of  by  Sale,  the  Grantees  are  to 
have  a//  Mints  and  Minerals,  excepting  only  thofe  of  Goid  and 
Silv'Tt  which  latter  are  to  be  referved  to  His  Majerty,  his  Heirs 
and  Sutceflbrs,  as  formerly.'* 

His  E  cel'ency  likewife  fubmitted  to  the  confideratlon  of  the 
Board  'to  report  whether  it  might  not  be  advifable  to  give  public 
notice  of  thefe  regulations,  and  to  fix  a  reafonable  time  for  the 
perfons  comprehended  under  the  1st  2d.  3d.  4th  &  5th.  Articles, 
to  come  forward  and  take  out  their  grants  •,  to  the  end  that  His 
Majefty's  gracious  intention?,  refpefting  the  raifing  of  a  fund  to- 
wards defraying  the  public  expenfes  of  the  Province,  by  the  dis- 
pofal  of  the  wafte  lands  in  future,  may  be  carried  into  eflfect  with 
all  convenient  expedition. 

•  His  Excellency  likewire  informed  the  Board  that  feveral  of  the 
difpaiches  which  he  had  received  from  His  MajeftVs  Minifters, 
recommended  that  futh  meafures  should  be  devifed,  refpecting 
the  lands  to  be  referved  for  the  fupport  of  a  Proteftant  Clergy, 
and  for  the  future  difpodtion  of  the  Crown,  as  might  beJl  fecure 
them  from  depredations,  and  render  them  eariy  productive  for 
the  purpofes  for  which  they  were  gracioufly  deiigned. 

It  was,  His  Excellency  obferved,  the  opinion  of  His  Majefty*s 
Minifters  (in  which  His  Excellency  molt  perfectly  concurred) 
that  the  beft  mode  of  fecuring  the  referved  lots  from  depredations 
would  be  to  grant  them  to  occupants  on  fuch  beneficial  leafes  as 
will  create  an  immediate  interest  in  each  leiTee,  to  preferve  them 
againd  all  encroachment. 

His  Excellency  did  not  indeed  expect  that,  whi  e  the  price  of 
land  fhall  remain  lc»v,  any  very  coniiderabte  rent  can  be  obtain- 
ed ;  but  it  neverthelefs  appeared  to  His  Excellency,  that  the  re* 
ferved  lots,  (ituated  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  actual 
fettlements  (and  it  wai  there  only  that  depredations  could  be  ap- 
prehended) might  be  readily  difpofedof  at  a  rent  that  Ihall  be  ve- 
ry low  for  a  t.rm  of  years  at  the  commencement,  and  be  after- 
wards encreafed  in  certain  (lipulated  degrees,  from  period  to  pe- 
riod, at  the  expiration  of  cer»^am  given  terms  of  years.  ^s* 

His  Excellency  exprcifed  his  hope?,  that,  by  the  vwsdom  of 
His  Majefiy's  Council,  a  plan  of  thib  kind  might  be  devifed,  that 
would  meet  Kis  Majeftys  gracious  approbation,  and  produce 
thofe  beneficial  effects  which  His  Majefty  lb  gracioufly  defigned. 

Orderfd  by  His  Excellency,  with  the  advice  of  the  Board,  that 
it  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Council  to  report,  with 
all  convenient  expedition,  on  the  means  that  (hall  appear  to  be 
themoft  like. y  to  lecure  the  referved  lots  againlt  encroachments, 
and  render  tnem  productive,  for  the  purpofes  for  which  they  were 
gracioufly  intended  by  His  Majefty, 
a  (A  true  extract  J 

(Signed)  Th.  GARY,   A.  C.  Ex.  C. 
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Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  nholc  Council,  of  the  ^OlhJune 

1798. 


To  Ill's  ErrePewi/  Robert  Pr.es  cott,  Eaquiret  Oipfain  Ge^ 
nnaf  aid  Governor  in  Chief  of  the  i^roviice  of  Lowtr-Canadit 
\   Sfc»  Si;c.  dfC, 

Report  of  a  Committ  e  of  the  whole  Council,  [^present  the 
Chic/'  J  /'Slice  and  fi  c  Men  hirs  of  the  Extcntne  Council']  on 
your  Excellency's  order  of  reference  of  the  Uth  inftunt,  relpeft- 
ing  the  Wafte  Lands  of  the  Crown. 

Mai/ it  please  your  Exc(  III  nci/i  - 

The  Cominittee  having,  in  obedience  to  your  Excellency's  or- 
der of  reference,  duly  conlidered  the  queition  referred  to  ihtrin  hf 
your  Excellency,  "  whether  it  might  not  be  advifable  to  givepub- 
**  lie  notice  of  the  reg  'iations  contained  m  the  order  of  reference, 
"  &c."  and  after  the  matureit  deliberation  on  the  tendency  offe- 
veral  efTential  parts  of  the  directions  thereby  communicated,  they 
find  tliL'mfelves  compelled  to  form  a  conjecture  which  they  ha- 
zard with  the  greatelt  deference,  which  is,  either  that  fome  ac- 
cidental omilfion  has  taken  place  in  the  itate  of  facts,  relative  to 
the  granting  of  the  wafte  lands  of  the  Crown,  which  may  have 
been  laid  before  His  Majefty's  Secretary  of  State,  or  on  the  other 
hand,  that  the  Executive  Government  of  diis  Province  have  hi- 
therto mifcor  Ived  His  Majeily's  inftructions  on  the  fubject.  For, 
it  is  manifeft,  that  the  directions  now  communicated  to  the  Board, 
arc  framed  upon  the  princip  e  of  giving  encouragement  to  a  pro- 
cedire  which  the  Executive  Council  na.e  ever  thought  it  their  dui- 
ty  to  inhibit  and  repel  to  the  utmoft. 

By  the  fecond  direction  it  appears  that  a  preference  is  to  be 
fhewn  to  thofe  aiTociarsl  applicants  who  are  actua  iy  fettled  oa 
the  la-^ds:  in  which  terms  t  e  Comn^'ttee  are  necelfany  led  to 
include  unauthorized  fettlers,  as  wci.  Jrom  the  notoriety  of  the 
X  almoft  all  fettlements  hitherto  made  have  been  entered 
lOut  title,  as  from  the  exprefs  tenor  of  the  laid  direction, 
m  indulgence  is  extended  to  fuch  of  the  iettiers,  "  as 
happen  to  be  feated  on  lots  referved  for  the  lupp  rt  of  a 
**  proteftant  Clergy  or  the  future  difpofition  of  the  Crown,"  who 
muft  evidently  be  of  that  defcription.  And  this  unauthorized  fet- 
tlement,  is  the  procedure  \vhich  the  Executive  Council  have  hi- 
therto endeavoured  to  reftrain. 

To  prohibit-  and  repel  every  attempt  to  acquire  lands  by  the  ro« 
hust  litii  of  occupancy  is  fo  congenial  to  the  ideas  of  civilized  Go* 
-i^/rnment,  and  is  in  itfelf  fo  reafonable,  that  it  forms,  as  it  ^re, 
x    "ommoi  law  principle,  of  the  fyftem  pf  land  granting*    The 
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civil  commotions  and  pen  rebellion  that  prevailed  in  the  neigh* 
boufing States,  from  a  ^lio'atioii  of  thefe  principles,  are  ftill  rela- 
ted with  horror.  But  the  Executive  Government  of  this  Province 
have  not  rtfttrd  on  the  bare  principle,  but  ha^e,  from  rime  to  time, 
i^iterpoied  poluive  ref^raints  by  prefcribing  certain  formalities  as 
indifi>enrab!y  neceffary  before  the  applicants  coald  be  qualified  to 
receive  a  title  or  be  allowed  io  enter  into  poflefHon  Thefe  re- 
ftraints  being  found  ineffectual,  they  were  followed  up  by  a  Pro- 
clamation iiiued  in  the  month  of  Auguli  la(V,  ftricnily  forbidding 
fuch  intrufion,  under  the  penalties  thereby  announced.  Should 
the  Government  be  found  to  have  acted  improvidentiy  in  framing 
thefe  precautions,  the  Executive  Council  moft  fincerely  regret 
iheir  error  in  having  fuggefted  them ;  but  (hould  fuch  authorita- 
tive precautions  be  deemed  falutary,  after  ftating  that  thefe  actual 
fettlers  have  fet  them  at  open  defiance,  the  Committee,  from  mo- 
tives of  rcfpect,  will  aoAain  from  any  oblervalions  on  the  fub)ect. 

'  In  regard  to  the  third  direction  "we  think  it  our  duly,  in  all  fub- 
miffion,  to  represent  t'^-j*,  when  it  comes  to  be  applied  to  the  ca- 
ics  of  a  great  number  Oi  '  '.'ajefty's  fubjects  of  approved  \oyalty, 
It  affumes  a  very  ferious  a  .  :  not  on  account  of  the  limitation 
of  Hii  Majefty's  bounty  in  tueir  behalf,  which  the  Committee,  if 
ihey  may  preiume  to  exercife  an  opinion  on  the  fub}ect,  humbly 
conceive  to  be  fufficientiy  liberal,  but  from  the  comparifon  which 
Trust  be  made  bet^veen  the  condufV  of  the  claflea  mentioned  in 
the  2d.  and  Hd.  directions  refpectively,  and  of  the  confequences 
refulting  therefrom,  the  conduct  of  the  defcription  of  perfons  in- 
cluded under  the  third  direction  has  been  directly  the  converfe  ol 
the  conduct  of  thofe  who  are  to  benefit  by  the  fecond  direction*, 
they  having  abftnined  from  feizing  upon  His  Majelly's  lands,  in 
difobedienceof  a  lolemn  Proclamation,  by  which  means  they  now 
arc,  and  for  a  conliderable  time  have  been  precifeiy  in  the  predi* 
cament  dated  in  the  third  direction,  waiting  to  go  on,  in  dutiful 
fubmiflion  to  the  Law,  and  therefore  will  not  fail  to  complain 
that,  while  other?  triumph  in  their  tranrgreffion,  they  have  not 
received  an  equal  benefit  for  their  obedience. 

-'  In  regard  to  the  5th  direction,  whereby  perfons  therein  defcri- 
bed,  having  purchased  the  pretentions  of  others,  are  to  be  confi- 
dered  as  ftanding  in  their  place  and  (\ead,  the  Committee  moft 
refixfctfully  implore,  that  fume  confideration  may  be  had  of  the 
labyrinth  of  deception,  fraud,  and,  if  they  are  to  judge  of  the  fu- 
ture by  the  paft,  of  forgery  which  they  will  have  to  wade  through, 
whole  duty  it  may  be  to  report  on  the  validity  of  such  pretentions 
andjiich  purchafes,  which  will  encreafe  in  a  proportion  not  to  be 
calculatqdj  when  this  direction  comes  to  be  made  public.   Preten- 
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sions  tho'  ail  unfubftantlal  commodity  in  all  countries,  are  in  Ame- 
rica particularly  fo,  and  are  iiril  formed  by  Signatures  to  a  Petition 
conlUUng  of  names  iomctimes  written  by  the  parties,  and  fume- 
timcb  written  without  their  knowledge,  fumetimes  of  perfons  ha- 
ving exillence,  and  Ibmetimes  of  perfons  not  having  existence. 
Pretensions  never  ferioully  brought  forward,  or  lorjg  lince  relin- 
quiihed  will  be  refumed,  and  perfonages  found  to  reprefent  every 
fignature}  deeds  or  contracts  executed  in  fuch  form  and  manner 
and  under  fuch  circumftances  as  to  cai^  a  ridicule  upon  the  idea  of 
a  ferious  tranf<iction,  will  be  multiplied  and  antidated,  and  frauds 
without  number  practifed,  which  no  vigilance  can  detect.  How. 
far  therefore  it  may  be  practicable  to  give  effect  co  this  direction^ 
is  mod  lefpectfuUy  fubmitted  to  fuperior  wisdom. 

Hitherto  the  Committee  have  confined  their  report  to  what, 
they  apprehend  will  be  the  immediate  confequence  of  making 
thefe  directions  public,  namely  a  fpirit  of  difTatisfaction  among 
His  MajeAy's   loyal  and   dutiful  fubje^ts,  ifTuing  from  plaulible 
grounds  of  complaint  and  the  encreafe  of  collufion  and  fraud  be^ 
yond  computation.     But  when  they  extend  their  views  to  the  re- 
niainder  of  the  lands  yet  unapplied  for,  the  Committee  cannot  buc 
reprel'ent  and  dt prorate  the  fearful  confequcnces  that  will  infalli- 
bly enfue,  when  it  fliall  become  known  to  the  hwlefs  and  obtru- 
five  race,  who  dwell  upon  the  borders  of  this  i'rovince,  that  any 
relaxation  of  the  fyftem  of  repelling  encroachments  has  been  di- 
rected by  authority  *,  and  though  it  Ihould  be  thought  advifabie  to 
confirm  the  orders  given  in  the  fecond  direction,  the  Committee 
fully  apprized  of  the  almoft  ungovernable  propenfity  of  this  des- 
cription of  peribns,  to  take  poifeliion  of,  or  to  ufe  their  own  idiom, 
to  make  their  pitch  on  the  moil  advantageous  fpots,  ferioufly  re- 
quell:   permiflion  to  repeat  their  apprehenfion  of  the  evil  effects 
that  will  arife  from  publifhing  the  reafon  afligned  for  the  prefe- 
rence, left,  the  difpoiltion  for  actual  fettlement  Ihould  be  indulged 
to  fuch   an  extent  and  by  fuch  numbers,  that  the  whole  of  the 
Crown   lands  become  occupied  without  producing  a  fentiment  of 
loyalty  or  gratitude,  and  Government  be  reduced  to  the  expe- 
dient of  fubllituting  connivance  for  authority. 

For  thefe  reafons  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Council  are  una- 
nimoufly  of  opinion  that  it  is  not  advifabie,  for  the  prefent,  to 
give  public  notice  of  thefe  regulations. 

The  Committee,  confidering  that  their  report  on  the  fubfequent 
matter  contained  in  the  order  of  reference,  will  much  depend  on 
the  ultimate  directions  to  be  expected  upon  this  report,  propose 
to  defer  the  confiideration  thereof^  until  fuch  dnal  directions  Ihall 
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be  received.  All  whica  is  humbly  fubmitted  to  your  Excellency's 
wisdom. 

Council  Chamhert  Bishop*s  Pa/acc,  1  .    ..   .».    ...  ;^.   ;  ...i^.* 

Quebec,  20th  June,  i79H.         J  Ku/:i'    .  ^:.,i 

By  order, 

(Signed)  W.  OSGOODE,  Chairman. 
A  true  Copt/.  (Signed)  Th.  CARY,  A.  C.  Ex.  C.    ' 

Extract  from  the  Minutes  of  Council,  of  the  9th  Jul//,   1798. 

His  Excellency  laid  before  the  Board  a  Report  of  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  Council,  dated  the  20th  June  laft,  upon  the  Refe- 
rence of  the  1 1th  of  the  fame  month,  respecting  the  wafte  lands 
of  the  Crown,  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  be  entered. 

His  Excellency  then  obferved  that  nothing  would  afford  him 
greater  fatisfaction,  than  a  coincidence  of  opinion  between  him- 
ielf  and  the  Members  of  the  Executive  Council,  wherever  such 
coincidence  would  be  confident  with  what  he  conceived  to  be  his 
duty  towards  His  gracious  Sovereign  and  towards  the  Province 
over  which  His  Majefty  had  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to  appoint  hun 
to  prefide.  To  the  fulfilment  of  ihefe  duties,  with  uprightnefs, 
impartiality  and  integrity  of  heart,  fo  far  at  leaft  as  his  abilities 
might  enable  him,  he  (hould  certainly,  if  neceflary,  facrificc  every 
other  confideration,  either  of  pleafure  or  of  eafe.  And  he  was 
exceedingly  lorry  that  in  the  fulfilment  of  them,  he  felt  himfelf 
compelled  in  the  prefent  inftance  to  fupport  a  Doctrine,  materially 
diflTerent  from  that  contained  in  the  report  that  had  juft  been  read 
to  the  Board. 

His  Excellency  informed  the  Board  that  the  Regulations  which 
he  had  communicated  on  the  11th  ultimo,  and  to  which  the  Re- 
port related,  were  founded  on  what  he  conceived  to  be,  A  very 
MATURE  CONSIDERATION  of  ihe  Proceedings  of  the  Executive  Go- 
vernment of  this  Province,  under  His  Majefty's  Royal  Inftruc- 
tions,  on  the  16th  of  September,  1791,  as  contained  in  the  books 
now  upon  the  table  ;  copies  of  which  proceedings,  together  with 
a  true  and  faithful  flatement  of  the  pofitions  and  arguments  that 
had  been  urged  both  for  and  againft  the  applicants,  were  trans- 
mitted to  His  Majefty's  Minifters  for  that  purpofe. 

Although  indeed  all  men  might  be  at  aU  times  liable  to  error; 
yet.  His  Excellency  obferved,  a  determination  made  by  fuch  high 
authority,  pofle fling  fuch  ample  materials  whereon  to  form  a  pro- 
per judgement,  was  certainly  entitled  to  fo  much  respect  that  if 
the  propriety  thereof  fhould  not,  at  firft  fight,  appear  fo  clear  and 
fati?factory  to  any  perfon  or  perfons  as  might  be  wilhed,  the 
grounds,  both  of  the  determination  and  of  any  objection  that 
might  be  oppofed  to  it,  ought  lo  be  well  and  truly  examined,  be- 
fore any  cenfure  fhould  be  paiTed  thereon.    So  far  His  Excellency 
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said,  he  was  perfuaded  the  Board  would  agree  with  him  and  he 
could  not  but  entertain  hopes  that  before  they  rofe  they  (hould 
agree  much  further.  He  was  the  more  induced  to  entertain  thefe 
hopes,  from  his  having  obferved  that  the  greater  part  of  the  Mem- 
bers, who  were  prefent  at  the  Committee  that  made  the  Report, 
happened  not  to  be  Members  of  the  Board  during  the  early  ftnges 
of  the  buHnefs,  and  might  .herefore  perhaps  have  been  unacquain- 
ted with  fome  of  the  proceedings  that  had  then  taken  place  :  thofe 
alfo  of  the  older  Members  of  the  Board,  who  were  prefent  at  the 
Committee,  might,  His  Excellency  readily  conceived,  have  lofb 
the  remembrance  of  thofe  proceedings.  His  Excellency  would 
therefore,  in  the  courfe  of  his  obfervations  on  the  report  which 
had  juft  been  read,  take  the  liberty  of  explaining  to  the  Board,  the 
grounds  of  the  feveral  articles  of  the  regulations  where  any  expla- 
nation (hall  be  necefTary,  in  order  to  (hew  them  in  their  juft  and 
true  light* 

The  first  article,  being  no  other  than  the  eflence,  as  it  were,  of 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Council,  of  the  24th  of 
May,  1797,  refpe£ling  perfons  who  had  heretofore  obtained  Or- 
ders of  the  Governor  in  Council  for  fpecific  quantities  of  land; 
did  not,  His  Excellency  faid,  require  any  explanation. 

The  Foundation  upon  which  the  Committee  build  the  objections 
that  are  contained  in  the  Report,  in  regard  to  the  second  and  sub- 
sequent  articles  is,  <  That  they  are  framed  upon  the  principle  of 
•  giving  encouragement  to  a  procedure  which  the  Executive 
«  Council  have  ever  thought  it  their  duty  to  inhibit  and  repel  to 
«  the  utmoft,'  which  procedure  is  afterwards  explained  to  be  the 
entry  upon  land  and  making  fettlement  thereon  without  Title. 
^  The  Committee,  His  Excellency  obferved,  had,  he  believed, 
fallen  into  a  miftake  with  refpect  to  a  very  important  matter  of  faft 
in  the  very  Foundation  upon  which  their  objections  are  built. 
The  regulations.  His  Excellency  faid,  were  by  no  m-ans  framed 
upon  the  principle  of  giving  encouragement  to  that  procedure, 
they  were,  on  the  contrary,  framed  upon  the  principle  of  pre- 
venting thofe  evils  which  must  otherwise  arife  from  the  encou- 
ragement that  had  been  heretofore  given  to  that  procedure  by  the 
Executive  Council,  and  upon  the  principle  of  adminiftering 
(through  His  Majefty's  gracious  benevoleiice)  a  rational  degree 
of  diftributive  juftice  towards  thofe  who  had  embarked  their  la- 
bour and  property  therein,  !n  confequence  of  that  encouragement. 

That  the  applicants  at  large  received  advice  and  encouragement 
from  the  Members  of  His  Majefty's  Council,  to  come  in  and  fet- 
tle on  the  Townfhips  they  petitioned  for,  without  waiting  for  the 
forms  prefcribed  for  iifuing  regular  grants,  and  that  they  were  ac- 
tually expected  by  the  Provincial  Government  fo  to  do,  are  points, 
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His  Excellency  obferved,  ihat  could  not  require  greater  proofs 
than  are  contained  and  repeated  in  divers  pages  of  the  Books  now 
upon  the  table,  in  which  the  proceedings  of  the  Executive  Coun« 
cil  iland  recorded. 

His  Excellency  then  directed  the  Clerk  to  read  part  of  the  Mi- 
nutes of  Council  of  the  1 1th  October,  1792,  which  was  read  ac- 
cordingly, and  ordered  to  be  entered. 
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Extract  from  the  Minutes  of  Council  of  1 1/^  Octobevt  1 792. 

'  "  Read  a  Report  of  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Council,  on  the 
"  reprefentation  from  the  Land  Committee,  refpecting  the  want 
«<  of  Deputy  Surveyors. 


fx 


1  't'l 


THE  REPRESENTATION. 


«  To  His  Excellency  Alured  Clarke,  Esquire,  LieulC' 
"  tenant  Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Province 
**  of  Quebec,  6iX»  Major  General  commanding  His  Majes-' 
"  tj/*s  Forces  in  America,  &ic.  Sfc»  &;C' 

*<  Reprefentation  from  the  land  Committee  concerning  the  in- 
«*  conveniences  likely  to  arife  from  the  want  of  a  fufficient 
<«  number  of  Land  Surveyors,  to  lay  out  the  Townfliips  al- 
"  ready  applied  for,  by  perfons  ready  to  take  up  and  enter 
««  upon  the  immediate  cultivation  of  tracts  of  the  "Waste 
«<  Lands,  appertaining  to  the  Crown. 

«  May  it  please  your  Excellency, 
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*'  The  number  of  Surveyors  employed  is  ten,  eight  of  which 

are  in  the  field,  the  remaining  two  will  be  fent  out  in  a  few 

days." 

«  There  is  at  prefent  above  three  Millions  of  acres  under  "War- 
<*  rant  of  Survey,  and  to  be  laid  out  in  Townships." 

<♦  Suppofing  the  Surveyors  were  aU  at  this  moment  at  work, 
«  and  allowing  a  month  (many  of  them  confider  fifty  days  to  be 
««  necefTary)  to  complete  the  Survey  of  a  Townfhip,  the  bufinefs 
"  could  not  be  finifhed  in  lefsthan  fix  months,  and  the  Summer 
*«  is  now  far  advanced  and  not  one  return,  as  yet,  made  oC  a  fin- 
agle Townfhip."  '   .     "■;  .^^::;..  n.V, 

«  The  Committee  beg  leave  to  obferve,  that  the  applicants  for 
«  Lands  from  the  late  Colonies  (now  the  States  of  Vermont,  New- 
«  Hampfhire,  MafTachufets  and  Connecticut)  after  having  obtain- 
««  ed  the  defired  aflurance  of  grants  of  the  wafte  lands  of  the 
<«  Cr.)wn  in  terms  of  your  Excellency's  Proclamation  of  the  7th. 
«  of  laft  February,  have  gone  back  to  thofe  countries,  and  their 
<<  return  may  be  foon  expected  with  many  hundreds  ofiaduilrious 
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men,  who,  as  they  fay,  anxioufly  wifli  to  be  admitted  as  Bri- 
•*  tifh  fubjects,  nothing  doubting  but  they  may  immediately  take 
•«  poffeflion  of  the  lots  they  have  been  made  to  expect ;  Ihould 
**  they  be  difappointed  from  a  want  of  Surveyors  (or  otherwise) 
"  to  lay  out  the  Tracts  intended  for  them,  they  muft  remain  idle 
**  in  the  woods  or  return  from  whence  they  came.  In  the  hum- 
«<  ble  opinion  of  this  Committee,  every  pofljble  means  should  be 
«  ufed  to  prevent  this  threatened  evil.  A  check  of  this  nature, 
<*  given  to  the  prefent  fpirit  of  emigration  Into  the  Canadas,  would 
"  deprive  this  Provmce  of  an  opportunity  of  encreafing  the  popu- 
**  lation  of  the  Country,  and  of  adding  to  its  weath  by  the  ingrefs 
"  of  skilful  indudrious  farmers  in  great  numbers :  it  is  therefore 
•*  fubmitted,  whether  the  Surveyor  General  may  not  be  required 
*«  to  fet  to  work  a  greater  number  of  Surveyors  without  lofs  of 
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**  The  Committee  are  aware  of  an  objection  that  may  probably 
be  ftarted  by  the  Surveyor  General's  Office,  againft  proceeding 
to  the  Survey  of  a  new  Townfhipthat  is  not  bounded  by  a  tra«Sk 
already  furveyed  :  for  example  Amos  Lay,  Proprietor  of  the 
Townlhip  of  A/y  applies  for  the  tract  ordered  for  him  and  his 
<*  aflbciates,  not  yet  furveyed.  The  Surveyor  finds  that  it  is  a 
**  Townfhip  in  the  fourth  range.  North  of  the  line  which  fepa- 
«*  rates  the  Province  from  Vermont,  upon  which  line  there  is  no 
<*  known  point  from  whence  to  depart  but  the  Eaftern  boundary 
•*  of  Mr.  Dunn's  Seigneurie  j  from  thence  he  muft  meafure  the 
•*  bafeof  the  townfhip  of  Sutton  and  one  of  its  fide  lines  continu- 
"  ing  North  along  the  lide-iines  of  the  townftiipsof  Bolton  and 
**  Stuke/i/,  to  reach  the  South-Weft  corner  of  E/t/^  where  he  is 
«c  to  begin  his  operations  on  Mr.  Lay's  account }  but  before  he 
««  will  proceed  he  will  ask,  who  is  to  pay  for  running  thefe  lines 
««  to  find  Mr.  Lay's  corner  ?'* 

"  To  obviate  all  difficulties  in  fimilar  cafes,  the  Committee 
<«  humbly  fubmit,  whether  i  feeing  the  Crown  will  fooner  or  later 
«  be  at  half  the  expenfe  of  running  all  the  lines  of  thofe  town- 
*<  fliips)  Government  might  not  in  the  mean  time  fatisfy  the  Sur- 
«  veyor.   This  mode  of  proceeding  would  prevent  delay.'* 

«  All  which  is  neverthelefs  most  humbly  fubmitted  to  your  Ex- 
««  cellency's  great  wisdoni. 

•  •*  Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee,  Council  Chamber,  Bi- 
",       «  ihop's  Palace,  Quebec,  13th  July,  1792. 

(Signed)        HUGH  FINLAY,  Chairman, 


>»i.  '  .„,  Pi^i 


THEFEPORT. 


';,'■•;■■ ,  •'(.. 


"  To  His  Excellency  Alured  Clarke,  Esquire^  Lieutenant 
«<  Governor  of  the  Proviuce  of  Lozoer-tanada,  and  Major 
General  commanding  tiis  Majesty's  Forces  in  North  Amc" 
ricOi  &c,  &c.  &c.  k  2 
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<«  Report  from  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Council,  on  the 
**  reprefentation  from  the  Land  Committee,  respecting  the 
««  want  of  Deputy  Surveyors,  the  Members  aflTembled  being 
«  the  Chief  Justice  and  MefTrs.  Finlay,  Baby  and  Dunn. 

**  Afdj/  it  Please  your  Excelltnct/t 

"  In  obedience  to  your  Order  in  Council  of  the  4th  of  Augud 
last,  the  Committee  humbly  report  that  they  concur  with  the 
Land  Committee  in  their  apprehendons  of  great  detriment  to 
the  public,  unlefs  means  fhall  be  found  to  give  speedy  execu- 
tion of  the  Warrants  iflued  to  the  Surveyor  General's  Office, 
«*  refpecting  the  Wafte  Lands  of  the  Crown. 

««  That  it  is  well  worthy  of  the  Government  to  provide  for  the 
probable  contingency  of  the  actual  arrival  of  new  fettlcrs,  des- 
tined to  a  tract  or  township  not  at  that  time  surveyed- 
«  That  it  is  for  this  end  expedient  to  require  a  Report  from  the 
Surveyor   General's  Office,  ftating  the   number   of  the  pre- 
fent   Deputies  in   employment,  and  what  hopes  may    be  en- 
tertained  of  acquiring  additional    ftrength,    for  the  immenfe 
work  to  be  performed  ;  with  liberty  to  luggeft,  whether  any, 
and  what  aid  can  be  aftorded  by  the  energy  of  the  Government, 
and  in  what  manner. 
"  Refpefting  the  remedy  in  part,  recommended  by  the  Land 
«  Committee,  no  folid  objection  to  it  occurrs,  if  due  care  is  taken 
<*  by  the  Surveyor  General,  under  the  reftrictive  provifo  in  the 
"  in  the  Governor's  Warrants  of  Survey,  to  confine  the  work  to 
•*  a  moiety  of  the  cxpenfe  on  the  outlines  of  a  tract  or  townfliip, 
"  or  where  it  exceeds  it  to  apprize  the  Government  of  that  excefs, 
**  that  the  Crown  may  be  indemnified  for  the  advancement,  be- 
"  fore   the  issuing  of  the  Patent.     But  for  the  greater  fecurity 
againft   the  refcinding  the  provifo  unneceflarily,  the  Surveyor 
General  ought  to  go  into  no  departure  from  it  without  a  fpecial 
order  of  the  Governor  and  Council  to  authorize  it ;  to  be  ob- 
tained by  an  application  from  his  Office  to  the  Governor,  dating 
«  the  reafons  upon  which  the  measure  is  founded :  and  as,  after 
«  all,  it  may  fo  happen,  through  a  want  of  Surveyors  in  the  field, 
«  that  the  intended  occupants  or  grantees  of  a  Townlhip  may  ar- 
«*  rive  at  the  fpot  before  the  return  of  the  Survey,  the  Committee 
"  recommend  as  a  means  to  anticipate  the  bed  courfe  on  fuch  an 
««  event,  that  it  'le  made  a  fubject  for  the  dHtberation  and  report 
<«  of  the  Surveyor  and  Deputy  Surveyor   General,  and  that  an 
<«  order  ifliie  that  they  do,   from  time  to  time,  give  the  earlieft 
<(  poffiblc  information  as  to  which  tract  or  townfhip  it  fhall  have 
«  happened   or  is  like   to  happen  ;  fuch  an  event  affecting  th6 
(»  Royal  interest  and  the  common  tranquility,  and  being  in  the 
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««  highcft   degree  intereftinp;  to  all  that  come  to  fettle,   in  a  reli- 
**  ance  upon  the  public  faith  and  invitation. 

«*   All    which   is   neverthclef*  moft  humbly  fubmitted  to  your 
*f  Excellency's  great  wtldom. 

Signed  by  order,  lOih  October,   1792,  ; 

r  .,.'       (Signed)     WILLIAM  SMITH,  Chnirman. 

•<  Orderhd,  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Board   caufe  a  Copy  there* 
*«  of  to  be  ferved  upon  the  Surveyor   and  Deputy  Surveyor 
*       «*  General  for  the  guidance  of  that  Office." 

The  Minutes,  His  Excellency  obferved,  which  the  Clerk  had 
juft  read,  even  were  there  nothing  elfe,  would  convince  the 
board)  that  the  procedure  of  fettling  on  the  lands,  previous  to 
the  iffuing  of  the  legal  title,  inilcad  of  being  Inhibited  had  beca 
actually  Encouraged  by  thie  Executive  Government  of  this  Pro- 
vince ;  nor  had  His  Excellency  hitherto  discovered  any  thing  in 
the  books  upon  the  table,  whereby  that  procedure  had  been  inhi- 
bited, until  the  month  of  Augu(\  lafl:  palL 

The  Proclamation  that  was  iflued  in  Auguft  laft,  ordering  thofe 
who  had  gone  on  the  lands  without  any  fuiHcient  authority,  to 
depart ;  was  intended  (as  His  Excellency  conceived  and  under- 
Aood  at  that  time)  to  apply  to  fuch  perfons  Otily  as  might  have ' 
come  in  mere  rtraglers,  without  being  connected  with  any  alToci- 
ation  of  fettlers,  and  without  having  obtained  any  order  for  a 
grant  in  favour  of  themfelves  individually. 

Could  His  Excellency  have  thought  that  any  perfon  would  have  ; 
confidered  it  as  an  order  for  thofe  perfons  to  depart,  who  had 
originally  embarked  their  labour  and  property,  upon  the  encou- 
ragement formerly  held  out  to  them  under  His  Majesty's  authori- 
ty, no  confideration  would  have  induced  him  to  fign  an  inftru- 
tnent,  to  be  interpreted  in  a  manner  fo  derogatory  to  the  honour, 
the  dignity  and  the  good  faith,  which  has  ever  fo  confpi. 
cuoufly  reigned  in  the  breaft  of  His  Royal  Mafter  ;  and  it  afford- 
ed him  much  fatistaction  to  learn  chat  the  proclamation  had  been 
generally,  (though  perhaps  not  univerfally)  under  flood  by  the 
bettermofl  fort  of  people  in  the  country,  in  the  fame  light  as  he 
himfelf  underflood  it  at  the  time  he  figned  it. 

His  Excellency  was  as  averfe  to  any  attempts  of  acquiring 
I^ands  by  the  robust  title  of  occupancy  as  any  Member  of  the 
Committee  could  have  been  when  the  report,  now  on  the 
table,  was  drawing  up ;  but  he  could  by  no  means  conceive 
that   people,    who  had   originally  embarked  their   labour  and 
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property,  in  fettling  lands,  in  coufequence  of  fuch  encourage- 
ment as  had  been  given  in  this  Province,  and  who  had  bi  en  year 
after  year  humbly  potitioning  for  the  grants  whirii  they  hnd  been 
originally  taught  by  Govtrnment  to  expect  i  he  could,  he  laid, 
by  no  means  conceive  that  people  of  this  fort  could  be  confidered 
as  having  attempted  to  acquire  lands  by  the  robuU  tale  ofoccu- 
j)mK//. 

The   principal  danger.  His  Excellency  faid,  to  which  the  car- 
rying on  a  fettlement   upon  fuch  encouragement  as  was  given  in 
this  Province  may  be  liable,  is,  that  it  may  happen  through  fome 
accident  or  other,    that  the  Legal  Title  may  finally  be  granted  to 
different  perfcns  from  thofe  who  had  madi*  the  fettlement,  and 
who,  together  with  the  occupancy,  may  be  faid  to  poflefs  a  /Vf- 
itnsion  of  R/g/itf  under  the  encouragement  that  had  been  fo  gi- 
ven.    His  Excellency  ufed  the  terms  Pretension  of  Rip;htt  in  con- 
tradiftinction  to  Lci^al  Title.  Wherever  a  Government  fhall  have 
given  fuch  encouragement,  it  certainly  behoves  it  to  take  efpecial 
care  in  forming  fuch  regulations  for  the  iffuing  of  the  grants,  as 
ih.ill  concentrate  the  L(  .>jfil  Titlts  with  the  above  mentioned  Prc' 
tei7sioiis  of  Rights  and  veft  them  both  in  one  and  the  fame  perfon. 
Were  the  l^eirnl  T  lies  antl  the  Prctmsions  ofR>ght  to  be  tn  dif- 
ferent perfons,  there  would  undoubtedly  be  great  danger  that  fuch 
a  cla(hing  of  the  one  with  the  other  would  produce  civil  commo- 
tions V  but  if  they  nre  veflied  in  one  and  the  fame  perfon  the  dan- 
ger is  entire  y  avoided. 


It  would  be  tedious,  His  Excellency  faid,  to  difcuA  the  caufes 
which  produced  thofe  civil  commotions,  alluded  to  in  the  report, 
that  bad  heretofore  taken  place  in  the  nei[;hbouring  States.  It 
vould  be  fuiHcient  to  obferve,  that  they  rofe  entirely  from  the 
JLeisal  Titles  being  vefted  in  one  fett  of  perfons,  whi'e  /  retensions 
cf  Rio  fit  exifted  in  another.  But  a  though  h  was  not  now  ne- 
ceflary  to  difcufs  that  fubject,  yet,  His  Excellency  neverthelefs 
thought  it  right  to  inform  the  Board,  that  thofe  commotions,  to- 
gether with  the  caufes  from  which  they  flowed,  and  the  effects 
that  refulted  from  them,  were  duly  weighed  and  confidered  when 
the  foundation  was  laid  on  which  the  regulation^,  communicated 
to  the  Board  on  the  11th  ultimo,  were  built.  And  the  regula- 
tions were,  in  His  Excellency's  opinion,  fo  framed  as  to  preclude 
(if  faithfully  carried  into  execution)  thofe  dangers  of  fimilar  com- 
motions, to  which  this  Province  riight  otherwise  be  expofed. 

With  refpect  to  the  indulgence  extended  by  the  regulations 
«  to  fuch  of  the  fettlers  as  may  happen  to  be  feated  on  lots  refer- 
««  ved  for  the  fupport  of  a  Proteftant  Clergy,  and  for  the  future 
<«  difpofition  of  the  Crown,'*  whom  the  Committee  appear  to  con- 
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fiJer  a«  intruders,  Hii  Excellency  thought  it  right  to  explain  to 
the  '     'rd,  the  reafons  on  which  that  indulgence  was  founded. 

..en  the  Settlements  were  comnK'nceJ  in  the  year  1792,  it 
was  intended  by  the  Provincial  Government,  that  the  rciervationt 
for  the  Church  and  for  the  Crown  ihould  be  located  in  the  J'our 
Corners  of  the  feveral  inland  Townlhips  that  were  fituated  on  Ri- 
vers or  Lakes  :  this  determination  is  contained  in  thr  Mmutes  of 
Council  of  the  1 1th  October,  1792,  and  the  firlt  Settlers  made 
their  arrangements  accordingly.  Afterwards,  in  the  I'ummer  of 
the  year  1793,  the  mode  of  locating  thefe  Rcfervations  was  alter- 
ed, and  it  was  determined  in  Council,  on  the  12th  of  AuguH-, 
1  793,  that  the  applicants  for  five  Townfhips  (three  of  which  had 
been  then  already  begun  to  be  fettled,  although  only  one  of  them 
had  been  yet  granted)  (houtd  have  it  in  their  option  whether  to 
have  the  refervations  in  thofe  Townlhips  located  in  four  parallelo- 
grams, running  through  the  Townfhips,  from  front  to  rear,  or  to 
have  them  located  in  detached  lots :  they  chofe  the  mode  of  pa- 
rallelograms, and  made  their  arrangements  accordingly.  The 
iettlers,  on  fome  other  Townfhips  also,  taking  it  for  granted  that 
one  general  lyflem  would  prevail  through  the  whole,  made  their 
arrangements  in  the  fame  manner.  On  the  )  0th  of  October, 
1794',  the  former  orders  refpecting  the  allocationof  the  refervatiom 
were  virtually  refcinded,  and  it  was  determined  in  Council  that  the 
refer vationsi  in  all  the  Townfhips,  fhould  be  located  in  detached 
lots,  conformably  to  certain  Diagrams  contait ''d  refpectively  at 
pages  362  and  374  of  the  book  C  upon  the  tab>e.  In  confequcnce 
of  thefe  alterations  the  reservations  fell  in  fundry  inflances  upon 
lots  that  had  been  fettled  on  ;  and  His  Excellency  could  not  but 
flatter  himfelf  that  the  Board  would  from  hence  readily  perceive 
the  propriety  and  juflice  upon  which  that  part  of  the  regulations 
was  founded. 

As  the  objections  contained  In  the  report  of  the  Committee, 
refpecting  the  Third  Article  of  the  regulations,  and  the  compari- 
fon  between  the  conduct  of  the  applicants  referred  to  in  the  St- 
cond  and  Third  zrticiea  (namely  tholie  who  had  actually  proccided 
to  the  Settlements  and  thofe  who  had  not)  are  built  altogether 
upon  the  fuppofition  that  thofe  of  the  applicants  who  proceeded 
to  the  fettlement  of  the  land  they  petitioned  for,  had,  in  fo  doing, 
acted  in  difobedience  to  the  directions  of  the  Executive  Govern- 
ment :  And  His  Excellency  had  already  fhewn  that  that  fuppofi- 
tion was  founded  on  a  miftake,  and  that  they  had  in  fact  been 
thereunto  encouraged  by  the  Executive  Government,  and  were 
expected  by  the  Executive  Government  fo  to  do,  the  whole  of 
the  objections  here  flated  by  the  Committee  would,  .^^is  Excellen- 
cy conceived,  fall  of  courfe. 

No   remark  having  been  made  by  the  Committee^  refpecting 
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the  Fourth  artic??  of  the  regulatioris  (by  which  F's  Majefty*s  be* 
nevolence  is  ofended  in  a  certain  degree  tc  thofeof  the  applicants 
who  may  have  put  themfelves  to  the  expenfe  of  exploring  the 
Town(hips  i  \ey  fo  petitioned  for)  His  Excellency  had  of  courfe 
nothing  to  obferveto  the  Board  thereon. 

In  regard  to  the  Fif*!;  article  of  the  Regulations  (by  which  per* 
Ions  therein  defcribed,  having  purchafed  the  preienfions  of  others 
are  to  be  confideroc!  as  (landing  in  their  place  and  ftead)  in  the 
execution  of  which  the  Committee  apprehend  much  difficulty, 
His  Excellency  obferved  to  the  Board,  that  the  dete*  min-ations 
and  counter-determmations  herein  before  mentionet',  refpecting 
the  allocation  of  the  lands  fo  to  be  ref^  rved,  the  delays  year  after 
year,  in  regard  to  the  paiJing  of  the  grants,  and  in  a  word  the  ^e- 
neral  imcertaintij  "with  wiiich  the  bulinefs  appeared  to  be  conduc- 
ted, diftieartened  a  great  number  of  faithful  applicants,  who  had 
intended  to  fettle  in  this  Province,  and  who  had  for  that  purpofe 
incurred  expenfes,  fome  to  a  greater  and  others  to  a  lefs  amount  ^ 
fundry  of  thefe  dispofed  of  their  pretenfions  toothers  who  pofles- 
fmg  more  confidence  in  His  M'r'jefty's  Government,  retained  an 
idea  that  things  would  eventually  come  right ;  and  paid  to  the  for- 
mer a  coiifideration,  by  way  of  reimburfement  for  the  trouble 
and  expenses  they  had  been  at.  On  this  account  it  was  thought 
perfectly  reafonable  and  right  that  thofe  ci  the  purchafers,  who 
actually  meant  to  come  in  ar-l  fettle  on  the  land,  (hould  ftand  in 
the  place  of  thofe  from  whom  they  had  fo  purchased.  This  was 
the  principle  upon  which  the  I'ifV  Refyuiatiun  was  founded ; 
and  his  Excellency  could  not  but  consider  it  r»s  ji  mn«t  juft  and 
equitable  one.  Neither  could  His  Excellency  conceive  that  there 
can  be  any  material  difficulty  in  carrying  it  into  effect.  In  thofe 
cafes  v/here  there  Ihall  oe  no  caveats,  there -can  certainly  be  no 
difficulty,  and  where  there  fhall  happen  to  be  caveats,  nothinc» 
more  can  be  neceflary  than  to  hear  and  determine  them  be- 
fore the  Governor  in  Councili  in  the  fame  manner  as  caveats 
amongft  applicants  for  grants  of  land  were  heretofore  heard  and 
determined  in  His  Majesty's  c-  her  Colonies,  now  the  American 
State?.  There  were  feldom.  His  Excellency  obferved,  any  very 
great  difficulties  in  ascertaining  even  thofe  truths  that  were  requi- 
red to  guide  th«  confcience  in  the  folemn  and  awful  duties  of  gi- 
T/ing  judgment  in  cafes  of  life  or  death :  and  His  Excellency  could 
not  conceive  it  to  be  poffib  e  that  there  could  be  any  great  difficul- 
ty in  afcertaining  luch  truths  as  would  guide  the  judgment  in  the 
difoofal  of  a  few  thoufand  acres  of  wild  land  to  fettlers,  in  a  coun- 
try which  His  Majfirty  had  fo  long  directed  to  be  fettled.      iy»i^^'} 

In  regard  to  the  sixlh  article  of  tiie  regrlations  (which  intimates 
that  the  dispofal  of  the  wafte  lands,  in  future,  except  in  certaini 
cafes,  will  be  by  public  Sale)  His  Excellency  obferved,  that  the 
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cxpenfes  with  which  the  mother  Country  was  burthened  for  the 
fupport  of  the  Civil  Government  of  thii  Province,  had  long  been 
coniidered  by  very  rpfpectable  people,  both  at  home  and  here,  as 
bc'ng,  at  leas  ,  in  a  great  meafure,  unreafonable  and  unnecefsary  ; 
and  the  more  fo  as  the  waste  lands  of  the  Crown  in  this  Province 
afforded  fo  important  a  refource  without  any  b;rthen  to  the  inha- 
bitants. It  had  alfo,  His  Excellency  faid,  been  long  reprefented, 
uy  numbers  of  respectable  people,  that  the  difpofal  of  the  w:4lle 
lauds  by  public  fale,  nnrler  proper  conditions  of  fettlement  and 
cultivatiori,  '.vould  be  in  every  point  of  view,  infinitely  preferable 
to  the  granting  them  to  perfons  petitioning  ;  not  only  with  re(^ 
pprt  to  the  funis  that  might  be  thereby  raifed  for  the  fupport  of 
Government,  but  likewise  with  refpect  to  the  more  fpeedy  Set- 
tlemt-ntand  cultivation  of  the  country  by  able  r\nd  induftrious  far- 
mers, and  the  consequent  population  and  profperity  of  the  Pro- 
vince. It  was  truiy  natural.  His  Excellency  faid,  when  one  con- 
iiders  the  flow  prigrefs  that  has  hitherto  been  made  in  the  grant- 
ing and  fettling  of  the  lands,  that  fuch  reprefentations  fhould  be 
attended  to  by  His  Majefty's  Minifters. 

With  refpect  *  ^  obtrufive  fettlers  coming  in  to  make  their  pit- 
ches as  they  term  it,  and  as  noticed  by  the  Committee  in  this  part 
of  their  report ;  His  Excellency  obferved,  that  from  the  operation 
of  certain  caufes,  which  (although  they  might  be  traced  to  an 
earlier  period)  firft  began  to  make  their  appearance  in  the  newly 
fettled  parts  of  the  country,  about  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1795, 
pr  the  beginning  of  the  year  1796,  there  had  been  more  reafon 
to  apprehend  inflances  of  that  fort  late  than  formerly .  Were 
thofe  caufes  to  be  fully  open.  His  Excellency  faid,  many  of  the 
people  whom  there  was  reafon  to  expect  mif  ht  undertake  long 
journies  upon  that  errand  would  be  found  to  merit  commifseration, 
nok.  "eproach.  His  Excellency  hoped  he  might  never  find  it  ne- 
ceflary  to  enter  into  an  explanation  of  thofe  caufes  j  he  certainly 
never  would  explain  them  unlefs  it  Oiould  become  necefiary ;  and 
be  had  the  fulleft  reafon  to  hope,  and  to  believe,  that  by  faithful- 
ly carrying  into  execution  the  directions  he  had  received  through 
His  Majefty's  Secretary  of  Statt,  -^s  communiiated  to  the  Board  ; 
and  by  difpoling  of  the  wafte  lands  in  future  (except  in  certain  ca- 
fes) at  open  and  public  fale,  every  poflible  evil,  that  might  other- 
wife  be  apprehended,  would  be  effectually  avoided. 

His  Excellency  obferved  to  the  Board,  that,  altl.  ough  the  pofi- 
tion  on  which  the  report  of  the  Committee  is  built  (to  wit,  that 
the  applicants  who  b.id  proceeded  to  the  fettlement  of  the  lands 
without  having  cbtaine.  legal  titles,  ought  to  be  confidered  as  in- 
truders) appears  to  have  been  taken  as  an  axiom,  in  its  nature 
fo  evident  as  to  be  entitled  to  univerfal  afTent ;  yet,  it  had  appear- 
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eJ  to  him,  f>'om  the  moment  he  arrived  in  this  Government,  and 
wa«  informeu  of  the  manner  in  virhich  the  land  bufinefs  had  been 
conducted;— To  wit,  thnt  fii.ce  the  conclufion  of  the  American 
vrar  (which  was  then  thirteen  years)  many  public  invitations  had 
been  given  for  people  to  fettle  in  this  Province  ;  that  feveral  hun- 
dred families  had  embraced  thofe  invitations,  and  that  many  thou- 
fands  would  gladly  have  followed  their  fteps  ;  but  that,  during 
that  whole  length  of  time,  only  one  Grant  had  pafTed  the  Seal ; 
It  appeared  to  him.  His  Excellency  faid,  from  the  moment  he  ar- 
rived and  learnt  this  to  be  the  cafe,  that  no  pofition  could  with 
fafety  be  taken,  without  first  examining  with  great  care  and  atten- 
tion all  the  parts  with  which  it  might  be  connected,  as  well  with 
re/'pect  to  circumftances  co/isequeuf,  and  thofe  prcstiH  and  thofe 
an((  redott. 

On  his  making  ftill  further  and  further  enquiries.  His  Excellen- 
cy laid,  he  found  that  the  opinions  entertained  by  different  people 
were  fo  extremely  wide,  and  oftentimes  so  diametrically  contrary 
to  each  other,  that  the  fubject  appeared  to  him  to  be  of  infinitely 
too  great  magnitude  to  be  decided  upon  in  this  Country.  He  there- 
fore thought  it  his  duty  to  lay  before  His  Majefty's  Minifters  a 
brief  hiftorical  narrative  of  the  proceedings,  in  the  order  of  time 
in  which  they  took  place  j  and  as  they  ftand  recorded  in  the 
Books  now  upon  the  table.  This  he  accompanied  with  a  true  and 
faithful  (though  brief)  ftatement  of  the  pofitions  and  arguments 
that  had  been  fet  up,  both  for  and  against  the  applicants ;  ar)d 
fubmitred  the  iffue,  lb  joined,  to  the  decifion  of  His  Majeily's 
Minifters.  .;h<^ 

The  evidence  upon  which  the  iffiie  was  determined  was  copied 
from  the  books  now  upon  the  table  ;  it  confided  not  of  partial  ex- 
tracts from  any  recorded  document,  but  of  the  full  copy,  although 
certain  parts  thereof  might  not  immediately  relate  to  the  points  in 
queftion.  The  decifion  is  contained  in  the  regulations  communi- 
cated to  the  Board  on  the  1 1th  ultimo. 

His  Excellency  likewife  obferved  that  in  the  framing  of  thofe 
regulations,  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Council  of 
24th  May,  1T97,  which  dated  that  the  faith  of  Government  had 
hot  been  pledged,  except  in  the  cafes  therein  defcribed,  was  ta- 
ken as  a  Ddlum*  In  as  much  however  as  a  number  of  applicants, 
who  did  not  come  within  the  benefit  of  that  Report,  had,  upon 
the  encouragement  that  had  been  held  out  to  them  by  His  Majcs- 
ty*s  Government  in  ^  nada,  embiirked  their  labour  and  property 
in  carrying  on  the  k..  ement,  and  others  in  preparations  for  car- 
rying on  the  settlement  of  the  lands  they  had  petitioned  for, 
agreeably  to  what  they  had  underftood  and  believed  to  be  His  Ma- 
■jefty's  gracious  intentions;  His  Majefty's  fervants  judged,  and 
in  His  Excellency's  opinion  thry  had  judged  with  equal  wisdom 
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and  goodncfs  of  heart,  that  aUhough  the  faith  of  Government 
had  not  been  confidered  to  be  literally  pledged  to  t^eni,  yet,  it 
would  be  utterly  inconliftent  with  His  Majefty's  Honour  and 
Dignity,  that  people,  who  had  fo  embarked  their  labour  and  pro- 
perty, upon  the  encouragement  held  out  to  them  under  His  Ma* 
jelly's  authority  fliould  fail  of  Iharing  in  His  Royal  benevolence  5 
and  the  regulations  were  fo  framed,  as  to  propu.:Hn  His  Majes- 
ty's benevolence  (as  nearly  as  general  rules  could  well  admit)  ac- 
cording to  the  different  degrees  in  which  the  different  clafl'es  of 
applicants  had  exerted  themselves,  under  the  encouragement  that 
had  been  fo  held  out  to  them  ;  than  which  His  Excellency  concei- 
ved, nothing  could  be  more  truly  honourable  or  more  reiigioufly 
juft. 

His  Excellency  could  not  but  flatter  himfelf  that  the  explana- 
tions he  had  now  made  would  induce  the  board  to  entertain  a  ve- 
ry different  opinion  of  the  regulations  from  that  contained  in  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  ;  His  Excellency  likewile  flattered  him- 
felf  with  hopes,  that  the  Board  would  coincide  with  him  in  opin- 
ion (efpecially  when  it  was  confidered  that  the  applicants,  who 
were  the  objeils  of  His  Majefly's  Royal  benevolence,  had  al- 
ready laboured  in  fufpenfe  during  ilx  long  years)  that  it  would  be 
proper  that  His  Majelly's  gracious  intentions  fhould  be,  in  fome 
way  or  other,  made  known  to  them  without  delay,  to  the  end 
that  their  long  and  painful  anxieties  might  ceafe  ;  and  that  they 
might  come  forward  with  gratitude  and  che^rfulnefs  of  heart,  to 
take  out  their  grants,  according  to  the  proportions  prefcribed  by 
the  regulations  ^  preparatory  to  the  carrying  into  execution  His 
Majefly's  further  gracious  intentions,  .^f  raifing  by  future  dispo- 
fals  of  the  wafte  lands,  a  fund  to  be  appropriated,  by  His  Majefty, 
towards  defraying  the  civil  expenfes  of  the  Province. 

Ordered,  by  His  Excellency,  that  it  be     ferred  to  a  Com- 
.  „..      mittee  of  the  whole  Council,  to  confider  of  the  most  pro- 
'^        per  means   of  communicating,  to  the  parties  cor  cerned, 
.    r       His  Majelly's  gracious  intentions  contained  in  tlic  rej^ula- 
tions  laid  before  the  Board  on  the  11th  ultimo,  and  lu  re- 
port the  fame  to  His  Excellency  with  all   convenient  dis- 
'       patch. 


:M 


il 


msti 


5  i 


1  \4  |B.  i 


l'.^\\ 


l-^' 


J  true  Extract. 
(Signed) 
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Thursday,  20th  September,  1798.  ' 

At  the  Council  Chamber  in  the  Caftle  of  St.  Lewis. 

PRESENT, 

His  Excellency  Robert  Prescott,  Efq.  Governor,  and 
The  Honourable  W.  Ofgoode,  Chief  Juftice. 
The  Lord  Billioj.,     Francois  Baby,  and  1  -./.    . 
Hugh  Finlay,  John  Young,  /  ^'"l"" 


luires. 


THE  entry  of  Minutes  of  the  laft  Meeting  of  the  Board 
(9th  of  July  laft)  being  read,  His  Excellency  requefted  that 
it  might  be  remembered  that  the  order  for  recording  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  of  tl\e  20th  June  (relative  to  the  new  regula- 
tions then  lately  received  through  His  Majefty's  Secretary  of  State, 
in  conformity  to  the  inrtruftion  under  His  Majefty's  Royal  Sign 
Manual,  bearing  date  at  St.  James's,  the  15ih  day  of  Auguft, 
1797,  communicated  to  the  Board  on  the  1 1th  of  June,  laft)  was 
not  voluntari/  on  his  part ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  the  draft  of 
the  Minute  which  His  Excellency  on  that  day  brought  forward 
ftood  thus,  "  His  Excellency  laid  before  the  Board  a  Report  of 
"  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Council,  dated  the  20th  of  June  laft, 
**  upon  the  reference  of  the  11th  of  the  fame  month  refpefting 
«*  the  Wafte  lands  of  the  Crown,  which  was  read  and  ordered  to 
«<  be  filed  j"  and  that  it  was  purely  in  compliance  with  a  requeft 
of  the  Board  that  His  Excellency  had  permitted  the  word  •*  fileiC* 
to  be  ftruck  out,  and  the  word  *<  entered"  to  be  fubftituted  in  its 
place. 


en  > 


His  Excellency  could  not  but  feel  fome  degree  of  regret,  at  the 
circumftanceof  that  requeft  being  made  andcomplied  with:  His  re- 
gret, His  Excellency  (aid,  arof'e  from  this  confideration;  the  records 
of  the  proceedings  i  elative  to  the  granting  of  the  Wafte  lands  of  the 
Crown,  by  an  old  ftanding  order,  perfedlly  conformable  to  His 
Majefty's  Royal  inftrudtions,  and  therefore  to  be  held  in  all  cafes 
inviolably  facred,  were,  what  they  undoubtedly  ought  to  be,  open 
for  the  information  and  fatisfa<ftion  of  all  pei  lonsconcerned  therein. 

It  appeared  to  him.  His  Excellency  obferved,  that  when,  on 
any  fubjecl,  there  might  happen  to  be  a  momentary  difference  of 
opinion  between  the  Governor  and  his  Council,  it  would  be  much 
better  that  their  real'onings  fhould  be  put,  at  leaft  for  fome  time, 
on  special  fi/cst  to  be  open  only  to  the  Governor  and  Members  of 
the  Council,  (ortofuch  other  particular  individuals  as  might  ob- 
tain fpecial  permiffion  from  the  Governor  or  from  fo  ie  Member 
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of  the  Cr/jncil  for  that  purpofe)  to  the  end  that  the  same  might  be 
reconndered,  whereby  an  Union  of  opinion  might  take  place  pre- 
vious to  the  recording,  than  to  record  at  once  the  different  opinions 
fo  entertained.  For  although  His  Excellency  would  in  fuch  cafes 
always  endeavour  on  his  part,  to  confider  the  fubje«^  so  fully  be- 
fore-hand, as  not  to  be  afraid  of  fubmitting  his  opinion  thereon 
to  the  judgment  of  the  whole  world  ,  and  although  he  would  al- 
ways be  ready  on  his  part  to  correct  by  a  future  document  any  mis- 
take (all  men  being  at  times  liable  to  error)  that  he  might  at  any 
time  discover  in  a  r>rior  one  \  yet,  (admitting  likewife  that  the 
fame  dispofitions  fhould  equally  prevail  in  the  breads  of  all  the 
Members  of  the  Council,  His  Excellency  could  fee  no  uie  in  en- 
tering upon  record,  opinions  that  were  not  coincident }  at  leaH;  un- 
til they  fhould  be  reconlidered. 

The  reafon  His  Excellency  faid,  which  induced  to  prefer  the 
putting  of  fuch  different  opinions  in  all  future  cafes  upon  .vpr- 
cial  filtSi  was  this,  he  could  fee  no  good  reafon  why  any  momen. 
tary  difference  of  opinion  between  the  Governor  and  the  Council, 
fhould  be  open  to  the  public  ;  which  mull  be  the  cafe  in  regard  to 
the  Land-biifiness,  if  entered  upon  Record  :  for,  His  Excellency 
faid,  he  could  on  no  accouut  whatever  depart  fo  far  from  the  or- 
ders of  his  Royal  Mafler,  as  to  allow  any  of  His  Majefty's  Inflruc- 
tions  relative  to  the  granting  of  the  "VVafle  Lands  of  the  Crown, 
or  any  of  the  proceedings  had  thereon,  fb  far  as  the  fame  fhall  be 
entered  on  record  or  placed  of  record  -  ^  on  the  ordimiri/  Files,  to 
be  kept  lor  the  parties  concerned. 

His  Majefty's  Royal  Inftru£lions,  in  order  to  avoid  all  caufes  of 
complaint  with  refpeft  to  partiinity,  ftri«5lly  enjoin  (in  addition  to 
any  publication  that  might  be  made  by  "  Proclamation  or  other- 
wife,")  that  all  inftru<ftions  which  His  MajeR/  has  given,  or  may 
hereafter  give  "  relating  to  the  pafling  grants  of  lands  in  conform- 
♦<  ity  to  the  Aft  paffed  in  the  thirty-first  year  of  His  Reign,  be 
*<  entered  upon  record,  for  the  information  and  fatisfa£tion  of  alt 
<*  parties  whatever  that  may  be  concerned  therein." 

The  inftrnftion  relating  to  caufing  "  a  publication  to  be  made 
by  Proclamation  or  otherwife,"  gives  in  i'ome  degree  a  discretion" 
arij  power,  to  be  exercifed  by  thofe  who  might  be  entrufted  with 
the  adminiftration  of  the  Provincial  Government  :  But  His  Ma- 
jefty's Royal  commands,  that  his  inftruftions  fhall  be  entered  up- 
on record,  and  that  all  parties  concerned  fliall  have  free  accefs  to 
thofe  Records,  are  in  no  degree  dwrctionarj/f  but  in  every  ref- 
peft  positive. 
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Were  the  parties  to  have  free  access  to  the  Records  for  the  pur- 
pose merely  of  knowing  His  M.ijefly's  Royal  Ii»l>ructions,  confi- 
dered  by  thetnfelves,  feparate  and  dilbn^t  from  the  proceedings 
had  thereon,  such  accefs  could  be  of  r>o  poflible  avail  to  them. 
The  hiftru^tions  therefore,  together  likewifo  with  the  proceed- 
ings thereon,  in  which  the  intereih  of  individuals  may  be  con- 
cerned, are  neceflarily  included  in  His  Majerty's  Royal  Com- 
mands *,  and  His  Excellency  can  on  no  condition  (at  lea(\  on  no 
condition  fhort  of  an  express  per miffion  from  his  Royal  mafter) 
allow  His  Majuf^y's  commands  to  be  difobeyed. 

His  Excellency  then  informed  the  Board  that  he  had  received 
3  Report  cf  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Council  dated  the  9th 
of  Auguft,  and  delivered  on  the  Kith  of  the  fame  month,  upon 
the  reference  of  the  9th  of  July  laft. — On  perufing  the  Report, 
His  Excellency  faid,  he  found  that  certain  parts  thereof  contain- 
ed opinions  which  he  could  not  exactly  coincide  with ;  he  had 
therefore  made  certain  remarks  in  writing,  relative  to  the  points 
which  appeared  to  him  in  a  different  light  from  that  in  which  they 
had  appeared  to  the  Committee  ;  which,  together  with  the  Re- 
port he  was  about  to  lay  before  the  Board.  .  i 

As  His  Excellency  had  not  till  now,  explained  his  reafons  with 
refpeci  to  the  placing  of  any  documents  on  Specinf  Files  ',  it  was 
his  intention,  in  the  prefent  inftance,  to  make  fuch  Order  as  the 
l^oard  might  think  proper  to  advife,  whether  to  put  the  prefent 
report  together  with  his  remarks  thereon  upon  a  Special  file  as 
above  defined,  or  to  enter  them  upon  record:  and  if  the  Board 
fhould  not  be  prepared  to  favour  him  with  their  advice  therein,  he 
iliould  order  the  Report  and  his  Remarks  to  be  put  on  luch  Spc* 
eial  I  He  for  the  prefent,  and  not  recorded  until  further  orders 
may  be  given  therein  by  the  Governor,  after  the  expiration  of 
ten  days  from  this  time. 


/  1;'     <• 


His  Excellency  then  laid  the  Report,  together  with  the  Re-- 
marks  he  had  made  thereon  in  writing,  before  the  Board  ;  which 
being  read  and  confidered,  the  Chief  JulHce,  in  the  name  and  on 
the  behalf  of  the  Members  prefent,  advifed  that  the  fame  be  en- 
tered •,  and  His  Excellency  having  given  his  word,  in  manner 
above-mentioned,  ordered  the  same  to  be  entered  of  Record  ac- 
cordingly. 

THE  REPORT. 

f.N>  B.  The  different  paragraphs  are  numbered  1,2,  3,  &c.  for 
the  purpofe  of  enabling  the  reader  to  refer  the  more  eafily  to  the 
correfpondent   parts  of  the  Governor's  remarks,  which  are  num- 
bered in  the  fame  manner.] 
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To  Ifh  Fxrrffcnn/  Robert  Prescot t,  F.snnrr,  Captari  Gf 
nrnil  and  Gover/tor  in  Chief  of  Ihc  Province  of  Lozcti' 
Cafiaddt  Sec.  d^c.  ^c, 

REPOPiT  of  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Council,  Prefent,  the 

Chief  Juftice,  and  fcven  other  Members  of  the  Coimcil,  on  your 

Excellency's  Order  of  Reference  of  the  9th  ultimo,  "  to  con- 

*  **  fider  of  the  moft  proper  means  of  communicating  to  the  par- 
'  **  tics  concerned,  His  Majefly's   gracious  intentions  contained 

«*  in  the  Regulations  laid  before  the  Board  on  the  1 1th  uhimo/' 

•  respe^^ing  the  Wafle  Lands  of  the  Crown. 

May  it  please  Your  Excellencijt  •     ' 

!.  In  obedience  to  your  Excellency's  commands,  the  Commit- 
tee have  taken  into  ferious  conlideration  your  Excellency's  order 
of  reference,  of  the  9th  July  laft,  •*  to  coultder  of  the  mnft  pro- 
««  per  means  of  communicating  to  the  parties  concerned,  His  Ma- 
<•  jefty's  gracious  intentions  contained  in  the  Regulations  laid  be- 
*«  fore  the  Board  on  the  I  Ith  June  lafl:,"  and  after  tendering  their 
moll  thankful  acknowledgments  fqr  the  foliciiude  manifeiled  by 
your  Excellency  to  explain  the  import  of  the  reguhuions  commu- 
nicated in  the  Order  of  Reference  of  the  1 1th  June  laft,  by  en- 
tering into  a  detail  of  the  motives  that  gave  rile  to  them ;  the 
Commiteee  will  avail  themfelvesof  the  authority  of  such  example, 
and  with  all  deference  lay  before  your  Excellency  a  more  exten- 
five  view  of  the  reafons  that  induced  them  to  make  the  report  uf 
the  20th  June  last,  as  well  as  of  the  report  which  they  now  fub- 
mit  to  your  Excellency's  wisdom,  which  would  have  been  foonei' 
presented  but  for  their  continued  attendance  at  the  Court  of  ap- 
peals, and  the  difficulties  they  have  experienced  in  endeavouring 
lo  obtain  necefTary  documents.  w  i 

2.  With  every  dispofition  to  profit  by  your  Excellency's  superiot* 
judgment,  they  beg  to  obferve  before  they  enter  upon  the  subjeci 
that  if  in  delivering  their  fentiments,  the  Committee  may  appear  to 
differ  in  opinion  from  others,  they  hope  that  such  variance  may 
not  fubjeft  them  to  the  imputation  of  cafling  cenfure  upon  any 
one,  becauf'e  if  difference  of  opinion  do  necefTarily  imply  cenfure, 
benevolent  men  will  have  no  Judgment  to  exercifej  and  if  dis^ 
cuffion  mufl  produce  discord,  a  deliberate  Council  is  ill  calculated 
to  ai)fwer  the  ends  of  its  inflitution, 

,  S.  Another  obfervation  the  Committee  will  take  the  liberty  of 
premifing,  which  they  hope  will  tend  to  relieve  that  laudable  anx. 
iety  {o  feelingly  exprefsed  by  your  Excellency  in  thofe  cal'es  of 
companion  which  are  mentioned  in  the  Order  of  Piefercnce  ;  the 
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Report  already  made  by  the  Committee,  conduces  to  this  matter 
of  opinion,  that  it  is  not  expedient  for  the  prefent  to  make  public 
the  Regulations  communicated  to  them,  and  it  neither  follows  as 
a  neccflary  or  natural  confequence,  that  therefore  Government  is 
not  bound  to  fulfil  every  engap;ement  which  in  equity  they  may  be 
faid  to  have  contr,t«ik'd  with  the  public.  On  the  contrary,  the 
Committee  truft  that  your  Excellency  will  meet  with  a  zealous  co- 
operation on  their  part,  to  keep  His  Majefty's  facred  word  invio- 
late, and  to  perform  whatever  in  juftice  or  honour  may  be  requi- 
red of  the  Executive  Government.  They  are  under  no  apprehen- 
fionthat  the  faith  of  Government  will  not  be  preferved,  though 
they  are  fearful  that  its  liberality  may  be  abufed ;  and  therefore 
they  were  diffident  of  recommending  public  notice  to  be  given  of 
the  Regulations. 

4*.  The  Committee  would  hold  themfelves  to  be  deficient  in  the 
obfervance  of  refpedtful  ufages,  were  they  to  omit  expreffing  their 
acknowledgments  for  the  apology  your  Excellency  is  pleafed  to 
frame  for  their  fuppofed  inadvertence  to  the  prefent  bufiness : 
Had  the  obligation  proceeded  from  a  lefs  exalted  quarter,  they 
might  have  qualified  their  gratitude  by  some  obfervations  in  their 
own  judification,  from  which  they  will  for  the  prefent  abftain. 

5.  With  regard  to  the  Extraift  cited  by  your  Excellency,  the 
Committee  are  ready  to  admit  that  it  appears  to  countenance  the 
procedure  mentioned  in  the  Order  of  Reference  :  But  with  re- 
gard to  that  document,  it  has  long  fince  been  confidered  a  nullity, 
both  with  refpect  to  the  object  of  its  immediate  tendency,  and 
alfo  as  conftituting  an  authority  to  juftify  the  proceeding  al- 
luded to.  The  objeft  of  its  immediate  tendency  was  to  obtain  a 
fupply  of  Surveyors  for  the  new  Townlhipsat  the  joint  expense  of 
the  Crown  and  the  Applicants  j  this  divifion  of  payment  was  for 
fome  time  deemed  to  be  an  authorized  meal'ure ;  but  it  being  wife- 
ly confidered  by  His  Majefty's  Minifters,  that  it  was  fufficient  for 
the  Crown  to  extend  its  bounty,  without  incurring  an  additional 
charge  on  account  of  its  liberality  ;  the  Governor  received  in  con- 
fequence, authentic  information  that  the  Crown  would  beat  no 
further  expenfe  on  that  object*  From  this  period  the  document 
in  question  has  been  looked  upon  as  a  dead  letter  :  as  an  authority 
to  juilify  the  proceeding  alluded  to  it  is  null,  becaufe  it  was  made 
under  the  prevalence  of  a  temporary  miftake,  and  is  in  direct  con- 
travention of  His  Majefty's  Inftructions.     h  I'l  a-hv>  uiv^i  ..-jk  o 


5.  To  explain  more  fully  the  nature  of  this  temporary  midake, 
the  Committee,  with  your  Excellency's  permiffion,  will  enter  in- 
to a  brief  narrative  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Land>granting  De- 
partment, by  which  the  delay  that  has  already  obtained  may  be 
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partly  accounted  for  \  and  the  pofition  aflferted  by  the  Committee 
in  their  former  Report,  that  they  have  uniformly  endeavoured  to 
repel  actual  fettlcment  before  a  compliance  with  the  previous  for- 
malities, will  be  ellablifhed  by  the  moft  authentic  proofs. 

It  appears  by  an  Entry  in  the  Council  Book  marked  (C)  of  the 
20th  February,  1792,  that  a  Land  Committee  was  on  that  day 
named  in  Council. 

On  the  17th  March,  1792,  a  Reporr.  of  the  Committee  of  the 
whole  Council  upon  certain  doubts  fuggefted  by  the  Land  Com- 
miitee  is  entered.  In  this  Report  after  obferving  "  that  an  abun- 
dant population  of  thefe  countries  feems  to  be  the  main  objc(St  of 
the  Royal  inftru»Stions,"  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  propofed 
a  plan  of  the  ordinary  progrefs  of  the  bufiness  of  the  Land  Office 
Department  as  follows : 

lit.  A  Petition  to  the  Governor  for  the  vacancy  defired  under 
a  defcription  to  be  accurately  afcertained  by  a  future  Survey. 

2d.  The  Reference  of  it  to  a  Con^.mittee  of  the  Council  for 
their  Report. 

3d.  Judgment  in  Council  thereon  j  and  when  for  the  Grant, 
an  Order  for  issuino'  a  Warrant  to  the  Survnyor  Gf-neraly  for  the 
Return  of  a  Survey  agreeable  to  the  Royal  inflructions ;  this 
Warrant  to  be  under  the  Governor's  Hand  and  Seal  at  Arms. 


In 
til: 


4th.  Then  the  adjuftmcnt  in  Council  for  the  fliares  of  each  of 
the  Patentees. 

5th.  A  Tranfmlflion  of  the  Lift  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  to 
the  Commillloners  for  taking  their  qualifications  under  (tanding 
inltructions  for  that  purpose,  within  the  time  limited  by  an  Act 
or   Minute  of  the  Council. 

6th.  A  Report  from  the  Commmiffionsrs  to  the  Council-Office  ; 
whence  thofe  papers  are  to  go  into  the  hands  of  the  Attorney  Ge- 
neral for  his  Report  to  the  Secretary's  Office  of  the  Draft  of  a 
Patent.  < 

7th,  The  Patent  to  be  there  engrofled  and  iflued  under  the 
Great  Seal  upon  payment  of  the  Fees  due  to  all  the  Officers  con- 
cerned, and  to  be  accordingly  dftributed  by  the  Secretary,  who 
is  to  record  the  Patent,  and  preferve  all  the  detached  files. 

After  which  it  is  recorded  "  that  th^  Committee  concur  in  the 
"  mode  of  proceeding  aforementioned  fuggested  by  the  Chair," 
and  this  Report  was  finally  confirmed  in  Council. 

From  fome  caufe  which  it  were  ufelefs  now  to  inquire  into,  it 
fo  happened,  that  the  progrefs  of  biisinefs  proposed  by  the  Chair- 
man of  that  day,  directly  inverted  the  courfe  commanded  by 
His  Majcfty's  inftructions ;  for  it  appears  that  by  the  progrefs  pro- 
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pofed,  the  Order  for  KTuinp;  a  Warrant  for  the  Return  of  a  Sur- 
vey, precedes  the  'rranfmiinon  of  the  Lift  for  taking  the  qualiH- 
cations  i  wUcreas  by  His  Mnjcfty's  Royal  Inftructions  (No.  3.'))  it 
19  cxprefsly  directed  that  **  in  order  to  prevent  any  perfons  disaf- 
*•  fectcd  to  Us  and  our  Government,  from  becomiug  Settlers  in 
"  our  fail!  Province  of  Lower-Canada,  it  is  our  will  and  pleafure 
**  that  )K)  rcfiri  (tills  for  sintn/ififr  /.(uids  bv  tiriuilvtl  /;//  l/ol'^  or 
"  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  or  the  perfon  adminiftcring  the  (^). 
"  vernment  for  the  time  being,  unlefs  the  person  or  perfons  ap- 
"  plying,  do  at  the  time  of  making  fuch  application,  beiides  la- 
**  king  the  ufual  Oath.i  directed  by  Law,  alfo  make  and  subfcribe 
**  the  following  declaration  in  your  or  his  prclence,  or  in  the 
"  presence  of  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  as  Ihall  by  you  or  him  be  ap- 
«  pointed."  &c. 

7.  In  confequencc  of  the  mode  thus  adopted,  upwards  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  Warrants  of  Survey  forTownfhips  were  ilTued 
even  before  any  Commiflioners,  were  appointed  to  adminifter  the 
Solemnities  previoufly  required  by  the  faid  inftructions  ;  but  not- 
withftmJi:ig  the  number  of  warrants  ifTued,  thus  the  bufmels 
of  Settlement  went  on  tardily,  even  at  the  time  when  it  was  un- 
derftood  that  Government  was  to  difcharge  half  the  expenfe  of 
running  the  outlines  j  which  delay,  as  appears  by  Reports  from  the 
Land  Committee,  and  the  Surveyor  General's  Ollice,  arofe  from 
the  uncertainty  of  the  Settlers  with  refpect  to  three  material  points. 
Fh'it  with  regard  to  the  pofition  of  the  Referves  intended  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Crown,  and  the  support  of  the  Proteftant  Clergy  ; 
S(C()mll//i  the  amount  ot  the  fees  to  be  paid  on  obtainmg  the  Pa- 
tent ;  and  Tliirdljji  the  quantity  of  Land  which  the  Petitioners 
and  their  Aflbciates  may  expect. 

8.  A  confiderable  portion  of  time  elapfed  before  these  point;? 
were  fettled  ;  however,  towards  the  clofe  of  the  year  1791',  the 
objects  oi  i\\e  reserves  and  /rr.v,  being  brought  forward  by  His  Ex- 
cellency Lord  Dorchefter,  were  ascertained  and  determined  by 
His  Lordlhip  in  Council  •,  and  afterwards  were  made  known  to 
the  public.  At  this  period  the  former  Chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  whole  Council  (Wm.  Smith,  Efq.  Chief  Juftice)  was  no 
more  ;  and  within  a  Ihort  time  afterwards  every  Member  of  the 
prefent  Council  had  a  feat  at  the  Board.  The  bulinel's  of  Land 
granting  began  ferioufly  to  be  resumed,  and  the  Commiflioners 
for  giving  effect  to  His  Majefty's  inftructions  were  duly  appointed. 
Upon  a  review  of  former  proceedings  the  error  that  had  hereto- 
fore occurred  was  noticed,  and  immediate  course  was  taken  to 
repair  it ;  and  this,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Conimittee,  is  the  true 
period  at  which  an  effective  commencement  of  the  Land-granting 
Department  ought  to  be  fixed  •,  not  only  becaufc  the  former  pro- 
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ccecUngs  being  contrary  to  the  cxprcfs  inftructions  of  Government 
(although    Government  with    becoming  dignity  cliil  not  mean  to 
vacate  them)  were  null  j  but  alio,  bccaul'c  the  efibntial  powers  to 
put  bufinels   in    motion  were  not  till  this  juncture  combined,  or 
even  created.      From   this  time,    the  Executive    Council,  being 
•aware   of  the   mifchicfs  arifmg  from  adtual  Settlement  without  a 
Compliance  with  the  previous  formalities,    have  uniformly  endea- 
voured to  inhibit  it  \  and  have  employed  ihemlelves  to  carry  His 
M.ijeAy's  Inllructions  into  execution,  with  refpect  to  pad  proceed- 
ings, if  not    in  the  order  in  which  they  had  been  directed,  at  leaft 
to  their  full  extent ;  and,  with  refpect  to  future  proceedings,  duly 
to  obferve  the  Order  prel'cribed  by  His  Majefty,  to  prevent  a«^tuiil 
.  Settlement  till  all  previous  rcquifites  Ihould  be  faithfully  obferved  ) 
and  as  evidence  that  fuch  was  both  the  rcfolve  and  practice,  they 
beg  leave  to  rcfti  your  Excellency  to  a  Public  Notice  bearing  date 
the    10th   of  October,   1794-,  recorded  in  the  Council  Book  (C) 
page    367,    in   which  the  diftindtion  before  alluded  to  is  plainly 
made,  namely  that    tholi?  who  had  obtained  Warrants  of  Survey 
Ihould  comply  with  the  directions  therein  (bated  prior  to  the  iflu- 
ing  of  any  Grant  of  Land  ;  and  that  they  who  meant  to  apply  for 
any   fuch    Warrant,    ihould  alio  conform  thereto  ;  and  this  was 
publilhed  with  a  direct  view  of  preventing  the  unauthorized  fet- 
tlement  of  any  perfon  in  future ;  as  no  warrant  of  Survey  would  be 
iiTued,  or  has  fince   been   iffued,  without  a  previous  compliance 
with  fuch  directions  :  and  with  the  view  to  quicken  the  attention 
of  thofe  who  having  taken  poffeflion  under  their  warrants  of  fur- 
vey,  were  contented  wiih  their  occupancy,  and  did  not  feem  dis- 
pofed  to   give  themlelves  any  further  trouble,  Public  Notice  was 
given  from    the  Executive  Council  Office,  on  the  17th  January, 
1795,  «  to  all  perfons  who  have  obtained  Warrants  of  Survey,  or 
"  Orders  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor  in  Council  for  any  part 
««  of  His  Majelty's  ungranted  lands  in  this  Province,  to  comply 
**  with  the  requirements  contained  \n  the  faid    Advertifements 
"  on   or  before  the  firft  day  of  Augull  next,  and  that  in  default 
of  fuch    compliance,    they   will  be   conlidered   by   Govern- 
ment to  have  relinquifhed  their  pretenfions  under  any  Order  of 
Council  or  Warrant  of  Survey  that  may  have  been  directed  in 
confequence." 
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9.  At  the  expiration  of  this  period  it  appeared  by  the  Schedules 
annexed,  and  the  Returns  of  the  Commiflioners,  that  of  upwards 
of  three  hundred  Leaders,  and  li'n  thoufand  propofed  Aflbciates, 
the  number  of  thofe  who  had  complied  with  the  directionr,,  did 
not  exceed  five  hundred  and  fifty,  fo  that  the  number  of  perfons 
who  had  duly  qualified  themfelves,  bore  a  very  fmall  proportion 
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not  only  to  the  amount  of  the  applicants,  but  even  to  thofe  who 
were  fuppofed  to  have  made  aftiial  Settlement  on  the  land  ;  who, 
having  neglected  to  comply  with  the  terms  ot  the  notice,  wore 
clearly  Tubjcft  to  the  penalty  thereby  announced.  After  these 
forfeitures  had  accrued,  it  was  generally  undcrftood  that  in  addi- 
tion to  those  perfons  who  had  fatisficd  themfelves  with  a  bare 
"Warrant  of  Survey  of  the  outlines  of  a  Township,  a  number  of 
others,  under  various  pretexts.  Tome  from  having  purchased  pre- 
tenfions,  and  others  becaufe  it  fuited  their  interefl,  had  made  ac- 
tual fctilement  in  various  quarters*,  and  many  upon  Lands  rcfer- 
vcd  for  the  fupport  of  a  Proteftant  Clergy,  and  the  f  ture  difpofi- 
tion  of  the  Crown.  To  check  this  propenfity,  it  was  thought  expe- 
dient to  ifiiie  a  Proclamation  as  mentioned  in  the  former  Report ; 
but  this  Proclamation  never  was  intended  by  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil, nor  could  uponany  principle  of  sound  condrudlion,  be  fuppo- 
sed  to  affect  the  parties  alluded  to  in  your  Exccllency'sOrder  of 
Reference,  who  might  have  an  equitable  claim  upon  Govern- 
ment, but  thofe  only  who  having  forfeited  their  claim,  or  having 
no  claim  at  all,  had  made  actual  Settlement  without  fuiHcient  au- 
thority. 

Thefe  fuccefllvc  mcafures  would  be  alone  fufficient  to  evince  the 
anxiety  of  the  Executive  Council  to  refift  actual  Settlement  with- 
out authority,  from  the  firll  moment  that  the  neccflary  powers  to 
carry  the  granting  of  Lands  into  effect  were  in  exigence  ;  but 
the  moft  convincing  proof  of  their  difpofition,  as  well  as  of  the 
influence  of  that  dispofition  upon  the  public  opinion,  arifes  from 
the  conduct  and  forbearance  of  a  numerous  body  of  Applicants 
ot  approved  Loyalty,  who  poffeffed  of  that  operative  Instrument, 
a  Warrant  of  Survey,  have,  from  a  principle  of  decency,  refrain- 
ed from  taking  poffeflion.  This  is  a  fact,  which  added  to  their 
public  notices,  affords,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  the 
flrongeft  proof  of  the  pofition  they  have  afferted. 

10.  For  the  purpofe  of  applying  the  effect  of  the  Regulations, 
the  Committee  will  divide  the  applicants  who  have  made  actual 
lettlement,  into  two  claffes,  without  attending  to  the  numerous 
perfons  who  have  fo  done  becaufe  it  fuited  their  intereft. 

First.  They  who  come  ftridly  under  the  defcription  fet  forth 
in  the  fecond  regulation,  and  have  alfo  obeyed  the  notices  iffued 
by  the  Executive  Council. 

Secmuih/.  They  who  come  under  the  faid  defcription  but  not 
obeyed  the  notices  iffued  by  the  Executive  Council,    o-.:  i  : 

Refpecting  thofe  of  the  firft  Clafs,  the  Committee  never  enter- 
tained a  doubt  but  they  had  an  equitable  claim,  which  the  Com- 
mhtee  have  ever  been  ready  to  confirm.  ■•  ■ 
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Reflecting  the  fecond  clafj,  tlic  number  of  which  it  will  not  be 
caiy  to  afccrt.iin,  becaule  the  Return*  relate  to  the  obedient  only, 
but  which  clafs  (it  Judgment  is  to  be  r)rmed  by  couimon  Report, 
or  by  inference  drawn  from  the  limited  number  of  thofc  who  ap- 
|.ear  by  the  Returns  of  the  Commiflioncrs  to  have  obeyed)  mu(k 
he  confiderable ;  the  Committee  are  under  great  dilHculty  to 
know  whether  they  are  to  partake  or  be  excluded  from  the  benc- 
ht  of  the  Regulation. 

11.  With  regard  to  the  explanation  {jlven  by  your  Excellency 
concerning  the  Refervations,  the  Committee  are  ready  to  admit 
that  it  may  apply  to  the  fmall  number  of  Townlliips  alluded  to, 
but  the  quefkion  with  the  Committee  is,  whether  it  applies  to  the 
remaining  Townftiipsj  for  it  is  to  bii  observed  that  the  directions 
arc  not  partial  but  general. 

12.  The  Committee  have  paid  due  attt-^ntion  to  your  Excellen- 
cy's Remarks  on  the  piirchafc  of  pretentions;  and  with  a  view  of 
alcertaining  how  far  fuch  pretentions  may  extend,  they  thought 
it  expedient  to  call  for  the  documents  Itated  in  their  Journal, 
from  the  refpective  Officers  therein  mentioned ;  but  with  thefe 
materials  they  have  not  been  duly  fupplied  j  and  in  the  retardment 
they  have  met  with,  the  Committee  are  concerned  to  find,  fucli 
familiar  ufe  has  been  maJe  of  your  Excellency's  name,  that  you 
are  rcprel'ented  as  having  condcfccnded  to  comment  on  the  pur- 
poses to  which  such  documents  may  apply  :  under  thele  circum- 
Itances  therefore,  the  Committee  are  compelled  to  proceed  upoa 
lefs  complete  information  than  they  could  have  wiflied,  andfuch 
as  by  perfonal  fearch  of  the  Records  they  can  obtain, 

13.  Your  Excellency  will  perceive  from  a  Report  of  the  Sur- 
veyor-General of  the  lyth  Auguil,  1790,  entered  in  the  Council 
l>L»ok  of  State  Affairs,  (Letter  H.  page  H),  that  the  wafte  and  un- 
granted  lands  of  the  Crown,  lying  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  River 
8t.  Lawrence,  are  rtated  to  be  above  20,700,000  acres.  By  com- 
puting the  Returns,  as  appears  by  the  Schedule  annexed  to  this 
Report,  it  appears  that  upwards  of  300  Leaders  with  nearly 
1 1,000  profefsed  Aflbciates  may  have  pretenfions  under  Warrants 
of  Survey,  to  the  moft  defirable  portions  of  this  extenfive  Tract ; 
the  value  of  which,  were  it  calculated  at  prefent,  or  at  no  very 
difiant  day,  by  eftimates  already  given  in  upon  oath  in  His  Ma- 
jefl:y*s  Courts  of  Juftice,  would  amount  to  upwards  of  two  Mil- 
lions fterling  ;  it  may  therefore  be  readily  concluded  what  exer- 
tions are  likely  to  be  n?ade  to  eftablifli  pretenfions  to  this  extenfive 
boon,  when  founded  on  the  fpecious  plea  of  delay  on  the  part  of 
Government ;  and  fhould  the  fale  of  fuch  pretenfions  receive  en- 
couragement, the  Committee  apprehend  that  the  unclaimed  refi- 
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due  will  not  afTord  a  very  productive  source  of  PiCvenue  to  anfwer 
His  MnjeAy's  gr;icioua  piiipofes.  Thefe  circumllances  the  Com- 
mittee hiive  thought  it  expedient  to  flatt,  not  with  a  view  of 
prelurning  to  set  limits  to  His  Majefty's  bounty,  but  as  nntters  of 
fact,  which  they  deem  ii  neceifary  His  Majelly's  Miniiters  fhould 
be  apprized  of. 

14.  The  Committee  have  alfo  paid  due  attention  to  your  Excel- 
lency's ohfervations  on  the  facility   of  adjudging  on  the  purchafe 
of  pretenfions  j  and  have  likewise  conlidered  the  analogy  fuggeft- 
td  from  the  nature  of  the  invefligation  of  fart  in  cafes  of  life  and 
death.    How  painful  fbever  the  discharge  of  thole  duties  may  be, 
ihe  foelmgs  of  thofe   who  prefide  on  iuch  folcmn  occalions,  are 
jtreativ  alleviaied  by   the  confideration,    that  crimes  are  defined 
with  p/erifion,  the  courfe  of  proceeding  eilnbliihed  by  long  ^xpe* 
rience,  ?rd  the  effect  of  evidenr  e  fettled  by  a  feries  of  Determina- 
tions.    ]'  ut  in  the  prefent  cafe,  firrt  principles  are  to  be  previoufly 
eftablifhed  :  What  conftitutes  a  Pretenfion  ?   What  fhall   amount 
to  a  Sfttlement  .''  What  fpecies  of  conveyance  lliall  be  evidence  of 
a  purchafe.'' thefe  appear  to  be  fimple  quelliori,  but  judicious  men 
would  hefitate  before  they  couid  be  prevailed  on  to  anfwer  them. 
When   thefe  points  are  fettled,    the  inquiry  muft  proceed  with 
precautions  unattended  to  in  the  ordinary  CDurfe  of  bufinefs.  Evi- 
dence must  even  be  required  that  every  party  named,  has  or  had, 
a  phyfical  exiftence.     For   the  Committee  truft  that  the  right  of 
the  Crc wnwill  not  be  concluded  by  the  very  finple  procefs   allu- 
ded to  in  the  order  of  Reference,  that  becaufe  no  Caveat  is  enter- 
<^d,  therefore  there  can  be  little  doubt  ;  the  opening  to  coUuilon, 
being  in  ilich   cafes  but  too  manifell:.  And  as  'I'estimony,  though 
difficult  to  be  obtained,  will  be  procured  in  a  common  cauie  ;  and 
as  many  conRiences  may  not  revolt  at  the  means  employed  to  pro- 
cure the  lands  of  the  Crovvn  •,  the  vigilan:e  of  the  King's  Servants 
muil  be  exerted  in  proportion  i    with   the  discouraging  reflection 
that  after  every  effort  it  will  be  b?ffled,   ind  that  while  they  per- 
fiiade  ihemlelves  ihey   arc  dispenling  juftice,  they  will  in  fact  be 
only  uiinirier'ng  to  the  triumph  of  fraud.  ;  ■   '''    ■   ■'■  -     ■ 

If  the  being  nam<id  in  i;  Warrant  of  Survey  conff  itutes  a  preten- 
fion, when  it  is  conl dered  that  pretenfion  is  a  plant  of  prolific 
growth  in  every  foil,  and  that  many  ^hnufands  may  avail  them- 
klves  of  fuch  Ci?ims;  what  time  may  it  not  require  to  adjuft 

them?  ■      -      •'■      '^"^'^    .■■--'-     •>       ;.^..r-^-;    —.-...    s   ;.>-', --.i   ...--. 

Apprized  as  the  Commiltec  are  of  the  innumerable  frauds  that 
have  already  been  prac^ifed,  of  which  they  could  produce  abun- 
dant proof,  as  well  as  of  the  frauds  which  arc  daily  practifing, 
rtfpectingthe  Waffe  Lands  of  the  Crown,  with  all  the  draw  back 
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of  uncertainty  avoweJly  attending  the  fpeculntlon,  It  being  well 
known  that  three  patents  only  have  been  irtueil ;  The  Committee 
almoft  llxudJer  at  the  clehige  of  iniquity  with  which  they  must  be 
overwhelmed  fhould  the  traffic  of  pretcnfions  be  confirmed;  and 
finding  that  ordinary  language  is  too  feeble  to  exprefs  their  appre- 
henfions,  they  will  dwell  no  longer  upon  the  fubject  than  fincere- 
ly  to  implore  a  further  confideration,  how  far  it  may  be  expedient 
to  authorize  a  proceeding  tending  to  confound  I'oneflion  witli 
Right,  and  to  encourage  thofe  loofe  notions  of  property  which  iu 
ihefe  days  are  but  too  prevalent. 

15.  Attending  to  the  progrefllve  courfe  obferved  In  the  Order 
of  Reference,  the  Committee  are  now  conie  to  a  part  of  it  which 
gives  them  great  difquietude ;  and  though  they  are  prevented  by 
a  fenfe  of  decorum  from  citing  detached  portions  for  the  purpose 
of  commenting  thereon^  yet  they  are  compelled  injuitice  to  them- 
felves  to  obferve  that  by  a  particular  palTige  in  the  Order  of  Re- 
ference they  are  reduced  to  very  confiderable  embarrairment.  The 
part  alluded  to  muft  b?  defigned  either  for  the  purpofe  of  explana- 
tion, or  for  fome  other  purpofe ;  if  for  the  former,  it  need  not 
be  obferved  that  explanation  receives  fmall  aid  from  the  language 
of  myftery,  or  rather  from  an  averment  that  the  matters  ailudetl 
to  n>ver  Ihould  be  explained,  unlels  it  fhould  become  necelTary  ; 
but  if  it  be  intended  to  convey  the  idea  of  which  it  is  clearly  llifce^)- 
tible,  the  Committee  muft  obferve  of  the  perfon  who  advifed  it, 
that  he  (hows  littie  reverence  for  His  Majefty's  representative,  by 
scattering  vague  and  unworthy  infinuations  ;  or  regard  for  His  Ma- 
jefty's Executive  Council,  in  prefuming  they  would  be  heard  with 
indilleren-ie. 

16.  Although  the  Executive  have  been  accuftomed  to  receive 
more  ample  ar}d  fpecific  inforaiation,  particularly  in  land  matters, 
than  it  has  been  thought  expedient  to  coaimanicate  by  your  Excel- 
lency's firft  order  of  reference,  ou  which  tiie  CommItte;i  forelee, 
that  unless  they  are  fupplied  with  {b:ne  more  precil'e  document, 
they  fliall  be  unable  to  proceed,  from  the  manner  obferved  by 
thofe  who  have  been  diretited  to  prepare  it ;  yet  they  cannot  omit 
expreding  their  acknowledg.nents  for  the  detail  your  Excellency 
has  been  pleafed  to  give  of  the  materials  laid  before  His  Majefty's 
Minitlers  refpecting  the  object  in  qucftion.  They  beg  leave  to 
tender  their  approval  of  the  courfe  taken  by  your  Excellency  in 
not  limiting  your  infoniution  to  the  docnmeiits  contained  in  the 
Council  i3ooks,  which,  although  unqueftionably  authentic  ib  far 
as  they  extend,  are  very  inadequate  to  convey  a  compreheniive 
account  of  the  prcfent  ftate  of  land  mai.ters.  They  are  alio  grate- 
ful for  the  inf  Drm:Ttion  given  to  the  Committee,  that  .ilnding  opi- 
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nlons  diametrically  contrary  to  each  other,  you  fiibmittecl  a  true 
and  faithful  fbatemeiu  of  the  different  arguments  on  the  llibject. 
A  conduct  of  this  fort  certainly  evinced  the  most  earneft  defire 
of  giving  the  fulleft  information.  At  the  fame  lime,  recol- 
lecting the  groundlefs  reports  and  abfurd  notions  that  pre- 
vailed in  public,  and  having  heard  nothing  that  delerved  the 
name  of  argument,  a  term  which  your  Excellency's  curtesy  has 
afligned  to  their  dilcoiirlls ;  the  Committee  cannot  but  lament 
the  peculiar  difficulties  under  which  your  Excellency  muft 
have  laboured  in  bringing  forward  what  was  worthy  of  the 
confideration  of  His  Majelty's  Minifters  ;  at  the  fame  time  they 
regret  that  among  the  repeated  inquiries,  it  was  not  thought  ne- 
celfary  to  demand  any  opinion  on  the  fubject  from  a  particular  bo- 
dy, where  it  is  probable  your  Excellency  would  not  have  been 
perplexed  by  a  dlverlity  of  fentiment ;  becaufe  the  Executive 
Council  are  led  to  conclude,  from  that  harmony  which  for  fome 
years  has  happily  fubliiled  among  them  (whether  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Province  or  othcrwife  is  not  for  them  to  determine)  with  only 
one  inltance  of  recorded  divifion,  and  that  in  a  matter  where  the 
public  had  n-^  concern,  they  might  at  leaft  have  relieved  your  Ex- 
cellency from  part  of  that  difquietude  which  muft  have  arifen 
from  the  conflict  of  discordant  fentiments. 


17.  Without  regarding  the  vague  and  idle  difcourses  of  parti- 
cular  perfons,  the  Committee  will  notice  an  error  which  was  al- 
moft  univerfally  prevalent,  which  confirms  the  observation  that 
men  of  eager  minds,  when  warped  by  intereft,  are  liable  to  fall 
into  miftake,  as  thofe  of  confufed  intellect.  After  the  Report  of 
the  Committee,  on  the  queftion  how  far  the  faith  of  government 
was  pledged  became  to  be  made  known,  the  general  inference 
was,  that  becaufe  Government  did  not  hold  themfelves  pledged 
to  gratify  the  expectations  of  every  speculator,  therefore  they 
did  not  mean  to  attend  to  the  equitable  claims  of  individuals. 
The  Committee  did  not  conceive  that  fuch  a  confequence  could 
be  deducible  from  their  Report,  and  were  therefore  under  no  ap- 
prehenfion  that  His  Majefty's  honour  and  dignity  would  fufler 
thereby. 

18.  Having  again  confidered  the  regulations  propofed  to  be 
made  public,  the  Committee  ftill  think  it  incumbent  on  them  to 
reprefent  the  Complaints  that  will  inevitably  be  made,  for  the 
reafons  before  afligned  ;  whether  fuch  complaints  are  of  fufficient 
importance  to  be  noticed,  it  rests  not  with  them  them  to  decide  ; 
but  they  hold  it  their  duty  to  ftate  them.  They  are  aUb  apprehen- 
iive  that  the  equitable  motive  for  the  indulgence  fhewn  to  a^ual 
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fettlement  will  be  misunderftood  •,  and  as  the  opinion  of  the  peo- 
ple is  greatly  influenced  by  words,  that  the  very  terms  p^fc^wa^ 
Settlement f  £o  congenial  to  their  notions,  will  dwell  upon  their 
ears,  and  that  they  will  be  mifapplied  by  future  applicants,  who 
will  continue  to  think  that  actual  settlement  is  the  lirft  ftep  to  fe- 
cure  the  lands  they  petition  for,  which  muft  necelTarily  produce 
the  pernicious  confequences  pointed  out  in  the  former  Report.  In 
firm  convi^ion  of  the  truth  of  this  opinion,  and  in  full  persuafion 
that  whatever  is  fuggefted  by  purity  of  intention  and  fubmitted  in 
terms  of  refpeft,  will  meet  with  a  candid  aceeptance  on  the  part  of 
His  Majesty's  Minifters  ;  they  ^^ill  prefume  to  fuggeft  that  all  the 
beneficial  effects  gracioufly  intended  to  the  description  of  appli- 
cants included  in  the  fecond  regulation,  may  be  equally  fecured 
to  them  by  fubftituting  other  terms  for  effectual  fettlement,  in  the 
form  of  the  regulation  to  be  made  public  j  the  Committee  pledging 
themselves  to  a  due  obfervance  of  the  Spirit,  and  trufting  that 
much  inconvenience  may  be  avoided  by  changing  the  Letter  of 
the  Regulations.  On  the  fifth  article,  refpecting  the  purchafe  of 
pretentions,  the  Committee  have  already  expreffed  their  fenti- 
ments,  perhaps  with  too  much  anxiety  j  they  will  therefore  only 
repeat  their  ferious  requeft,  that  as  they  are  convinced  its  execu- 
tion will  be  attended  vrith  difficulties  almod  infuperable,  and  with 
confequences  moft  mifchievous,  fo  they  humbly  hope  it  may  re- 
ceive fuch  temperament  as  His  Majefty's  Minifters  in  their  wis- 
dom may  think  it  expedient  to  advife. 


A:..Vi.U  -J- 


.'^•i< 


1 9.  Upon  a  reconfideration  of  the  matters  referred  to  them, 
and  of  the  conclufion  contained  in  their  former  report,  the  Com- 
mittee find  no  caufe  to  depart  therefrom  }  and  have  therefore  to 
requeft  of  your  Excellency  that  it  may  be  fubmitted  to  the  confi- 
deration  of  His  Majefty's  Minifters,  before  the  Committee  under- 
take to  propofe  any  means  of  communicating  to  the  parties  con- 
cerned, His  Majefty's  gracious  intentions  as  contained  in  the  regu- 
lations. 

20.  Having  laid  before  your  Excellency  their  deliberate  opinion 
on  the  matter  referred  to  them,  the  Committee,  before  they  con- 
clude in  the  ufual  terms  of  iiibmiftion,  regret  that  they  are  under 
the  neceffity  of  trefpafling  fomewhat  further  on  your  Excellency's 
patience  from  a  circumftance  connected  with  the  prefent  order  of 
Reference.  By  the  correfpondence  and  examination  ftated  in  the 
Journal  ex  the  25th  and  30th  ult.  refpectively,  it  appears  that 
your  Excellency  has  referred  to  fome  authority  of  His  Majefty, 
other  than  the  38th  inftruction,  of  which  the  Committee  have  not 
hitherto  been  apprized  }  and  that  by  your  Excellency's  conftruc- 
tion  thereof^  the  Order  of  Reference  on  which  the  prefent  report 
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is  founded   became  fubje*^:  to  public   inspection,    and  was  ac- 
tually perufed  by  various  perfons  before  it  came  to  the  pofTeflion  of 
the  Committee  to  whom  it  hid  been  referred  for  deliberation,  and 
of  neceflity  before  the  report  couiu  be  framed  thereon.  The  Com- 
mittee apprehend  this  courfe  to  be  fo  repugnant  to  the  firft  prin- 
ciples of  propriety  even  in  the  ordinary  tranfaftions  of  life,  that 
i-  .ey  can  with  difficulty  perfuade  themfelves  it  would  be  fanctioned 
when  applied  to  the  important  concerns  of  the  Executive  Govern- 
ment.    On  the  prefent  occafion  however,  the  Committee  cannot 
but  express  their  regret  and  furprize  at  the  fmall  regard  paid  to 
their  Council,  when,  after   having  received  their  deliberate  and 
unanimous  Report  that  it  was  not  advisable  for  the  prefent  to  make 
the  regulations  public,  your  Excellency  ihould  have  been  advifed 
to  direct  that  both  the  regulations  and  the  report  thereon  fhould 
be  made   public  ;    and  further,  that  when  your  Excellency  was 
pleafed  to  require  the  Executive  Council  to  confider  of  the  moft 
proper   means  of  communicating  to  the  parties  concerned,  His 
Majefty's  gracious  intentions,  your  Excellency  fhould  at  the  fame 
time,  before  it  were  pofliblefor  the  Committee  to  report  on  the 
fubject,  peremptorily  direct  that  Copies  of  the  regulations  (hould 
be  made  out  for  fuch  as  chofe  to  apply  for  them  ;  of  which  order 
many  perfons  have  already  availed  themselves.     By  thefe  meafures 
the   eftimation   in   which  your  Excellency  is  pleafed  to  hold  the 
Executive  Council  has  become  public  and  notorious ;  and  they  can- 
not refleft  on  their  fituation  without  confiderable  uneafinefs.     It 
is  a  condition  to  which  no  one  having  the  honour  to  reprefent  His 
Majesty  heretofore  in  this  Province,  has  thought  it  prudent  to  re- 
duce them  i  and  they  are  ccufcious  that  the  integrity  of  their  con- 
duct, their  attachment  to   His  Majefty's  interefts,  and  their  zeal 
for  the  credit  of  your  Excellency's  adminiftration,  demanded  a 
more  regardful  treatment.      The  Committee  beg  your  Excellency 
to  reflect,  that  fhould  His  Majefty's  Executive  Council  be  degra- 
ded in  the  public  efteem,  the  contempt  of  the  King's  Government 
will  have  but  one  ftage  farther  to  complete  its  progrefs.     Being  fa- 
tisfied  therefore,  that   it  imports  His  Majefty's  interefts  as  well  as 
their   own  feelings,    that  the  opinions  of  the  Executive  Council 
fhould  be  entitled  to  fbme  attention,  they  humbly  requeft  your 
Excellency  that  regard  may  be  had  to  this  confideration  in  all  fu- 
ture directions ;    that   the  Committee  may  afTenible  in  confidence 
in  discharge  of  their  duty  to  the  King,  without  being  reduced  to 
the  painful   neceflity  of  concerting  meafures  in  fupport  of  their 
own  dignity. 

The  Committee  have  accompanied  this  Report  with  a  Journal  of 
their  proctedings,  which  they  pray  may  be  confidered  as  forming 
a  part  of  their  Report }  to  which  they  have  annexed  various  other 
documents. 
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All  which  Is  humbly  fubmitted  to  your  Excel'pncy's  wisdom. 


By  Order, 

(Signed)  WILLIAM  OSGOODE, 


.>■- 


Council  Chamber,  Bifhop's  Palace, 


Chairman. 


i  Palace, ) 
,  1798.  J 


Quebec,  9th  Auguft, 

THE  ANNEXATIONS  are 
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1st.  The  Journal  of  the  Committee.  Viz:  ':      '     ,  •"' 

1798:  ...  .'.(• 

16th  Julvt  contabun^ 
Orders  on  the  Clerk  of  the  Council,  and  Surveyor  General,  re- 
quiring certain  compilations.       :tf  V      '     '  r       , 

2MJuhj.  ■  ■    <    •: 

Further  Orders  on  the  Surveyor  General. 

25th  Juh/, 
A  Correfpondence  between  the  Governor's  Private  Se-  retary, 
the  acting  Clerk  of  the  Council,  and  the  Chief  Juftice,  refpect- 
ing  the  proceedings  being  open  to  all  parties  interefted.  And  in- 
terrogations from  the  Committee  to  the  Acting  Clerk  of  the 
Council,  vrith  his  anfwers  on  the  fame  fubject. 

30th  July. 
further  interrogatories  and  anfwers  of  the  fame  parties  on  the 
lame  fubject.       .;)  i(^'  ♦ ;  v  r;  ;  <  !>  r  .-.:■: 

^ilh  August, 
Respecting  the  compilations  required  from  the  Surveyor  Gene- 
ral, and  acting  Clerk  of  the  Council. 

8th  August.    '■'!:■■      ^     -^  •  -  • 

The  Committee  proceeded  to  take  into  confideratlon  the  Draft 

of  their  Report.  ...i.-:      =     >    .,    .ju    m,; 

9th.  August. 
Refpecting  a  correspondence  between  Mr.  Chief  Juftice  Monk 
and  the  acting  Clerk  of  the  Council,  and  an  addrefs  to  the  Gover- 
nor on  the  fubject.  }  »jf  >'  I^  -r:  *•  n  .^^  --,- 
Motion  of  Chief  Juftice  Monk,  to  fubftltute  a  Report  prepared 
by  him,  in  the  place  of  the  one  prepared  and  propofed  by  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee ;  which  was  rejected,  there  being 
three  votes  for  the  motion  and  four  againft  it. 
'\  2d.  A  ftatement  of  the  number  of  perfbns  who  had  taken  the 
Oaths,  &c.  prior  to  the  1st  of  Auguft,  1795. 

3d.  Ditto  of  the  whole  number  of  perfons  who  had  taken  the 
Oaths,  &c.  fo  far  as  the  returns  of  the  Commiftioners  have  beea 
received. 
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4tli.  A  Letter  from  the  Surveyor-General  to  the  Aiding  Clerk 
of  the  Council,  dated  18th  July,  1798. 

5th,  A  ditto  from  ditto  to  ditto. — 4th  Auguft,  1 798. 

3th.  An  unfiniftied  Schedule  of  applications  for  Townfhips, 
with  the  proceedings  thereon,  fubfequent  to  the  7th  February, 
1792. 


THE  GOVERNOR'S  REMARKS 


On  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Council  of  the 
9th  of  Auguft,  1798,  upon  the  Reference  of  the  9th  of  July, 
«  to  confider  of  the  moft  proper  means  of  communicating  to 
''*  the  parties  concerned.  His  Majefty's  gracious  intentions, 
**  contained  in  the  Regulations  laid  before  the  Board  on  the 
«  11  th  of  June,  refpefling  the  Wafte  lands  of  the  Crown." 

1st.  The  Governor  obferves  the  "  thankful  acknowledgments" 
of  the  Committee  for  his  explanation  of  the  import  of  the  Regu- 
lations, and  confiders  the  other  bufinefs  with  which  the  Members 
of  the  Committee  were  occupied,  as  a  iufficient  reafon  for  the  dis- 
tance of  time  between  the  date  of  the  Reference,  and  that  of  the 
Report.  The  Report  was  not  delivered  till  feveu  days  after  its 
date }  during  which  the  Mails  for  England  were  clofed,  and  the 
Fleet  had  left  the  Port.   ^     -       .  -  - 

2d.  The  Governor  very  readily  admits  that  differences  of  opi- 
nion do  not  neceffarily  imply  cenfure,  nor  fair  difcuffion  produce 
difcord  among  benevolent  men :  Much  may  depend  upon  the 
manner  in  which thofe  opinions  maybe  exprefled,  withrefpeft  to 
conveying  cenliire  ;  and  the  benevolence  of  men's  minds  may 
fometimes  be  judged  of  by  the  truth  and  candour  with  which 
they  may  ftate  and  reprefent  the  Facts  on  which  their  opinions 
may  be  founded. 

3d.  The  Governor  will  be  very  glad  to  receive  that  <'  zealous 
co-operation"  which  **  the  Committee  truft  he  will  meet  with" 
on  the  part  of  the  Members  of  the  Council,  «« to  keep  His  Majes- 
«*  ty's  facred  word  inviolate,  and  to  perform  whatever  in  juftice 
«  and  honour  may  be  required  of  the  Executive  Government :" 
That  the  honour  and  good  faith  of  His  Majefty's  Government  in 
this  Country  may  be  preferved  and  supported,  (or  rather  reftored 
and  fupported,  for  it  has  been  greatly  impaired  in  the  minds  of 
many  of  his  faithful  people)  is,  fo  far  as  relates  to  the  prefent  fub- 
ject,  the  fummit  of  the  Governor's  wifties.  The  Committee 
might  have  fpared  their  fears  of  the  liberality  of  Government  being 
abufed ;  the  Governor's  difpofltion  to  prevent  abusesi  is  by  no 
means  inferior  to  that  of  the  Committee. 
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4th.  The  Governor  is  senfible  of  the  attentions  of  the  Commit- 
tee "  in  the  obfervance  of  refpectful  ufages." 

5th.  The  cxtraft  from  the  Minutes  of  Council  cited  by  the  Go- 
vernor on  the  9th  of  July  laft,  contains  explicit  and  irrefiftible 
evidence,  that  the  Applicants  were  de  facto  invited,  encouraged, 
and  advifed,  by  the  Executive  Government,  to  come  in  and  fettle 
upon  the  lands  they  had  petitioned  for,  without  waiting  for  any 
further  forms  prefcribed  for  ifluing  legal  titles :  That  the  then 
immediate  object,  was  to  procure  a  fupply  of  Surveyors,  is  true : 
But  the  record  contains  the  mod  exprels  and  incontrovertible  evi- 
dence of  the  caufes  from  whence  the  want  of  that  fupply  of  Sur- 
veyors arofe  :  to  wit : — ^The  invitations  and  aflurances  that  had 
been  given  by  the  Executive  Government  to  tiie  applicants,  encou- 
raging tiiem  to  come  on  and  fettle  ;  and  the  expedlations  enter- 
tained by  the  Executive  Government,  that  they  would  so  come 
on,  upon  the  faith  of  thofe  invitations  and  aflurances. 

How  fuch  a  piece  of  written  evidence  of  matter  of  fact,  folemn- 
ly  given  and  delivered  by  two  Committees  of  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil, and  solemnly  and  deliberately  recorded  by  the  Executive  Go- 
vernment itfelf,  in  Council  convened,  fliould,  after  the  people  had 
fo  come  on  and  fettled,  be  "  confidered  as  a  nutlitt/'*  and  "  looked 
upon  as  a  dead  Idttr"  quite  surpafTes  the  Governor's  comprehen- 
fion.  '    - 

How  far  the  Executive  Government  of  Ihat  day,  might  have 
laboured  '*  under  the  prevalence  of  a  temporary  miftake,"  the 
Governor  does  not  think  it  decent  in  him,  at  this  day,  to  in- 
quire :  But  it  would  afford  him  pleafure  that  the  Executive  Go- 
vernment of  the  present  day  fhould  not  labour  «  under  the  preva- 
lence of  temporary  miflakes." 

6th.  The  Governor  had  perufed  the  «  plan  of  the  ordinary 
<«  progrefs  of  the  bufiness  of  the  Land  Office  Department"  adop- 
ted in  Council  (and  publifhed  in  the  Gazette)  in  March  1792,  ci- 
ted in  the  prefent  Report  of  the  Committee  j  and  he  had  obfer- 
ved  that  a  part  of  the  expenfe  of  the  furveys  was  thereby  charge- 
able to  the  Crown  ;  which  he  conceived,  (as  do  the  Committee) 
to  have  been  unneceflary  :  neither  had  it  escaped  the  Governor's 
notice  that  the  plan  fo  adopted,  varied  from  the  directions  con- 
tained in  His  Majefty's  Royal  inftructions,  in  the  inftance  of  is- 
fuing  the  Warrants  of  furvey  previous  to  the  Applicants  taking 
and  f ubfcribing  the  required  oaths  and  declaration,  infVead  of  di- 
refting  the  oaths  and  declaration  to  be  taken  and  fubfcribed  pre- 
vious to  the  iffuing  of  the  Warrant  of  Survey. 

7th.  The  Governor  had  likewife  underftood  that  upwards  of 
an  hundred  and  fifty  Warrants  of  Survey  for  Townihips,  were  is- 
sued, long  before  any  Commiflioners  were  appointed  to  adminifl:er 
the  oaths  and  receive  the  declarationsj  mentioned  in  His  Majefly's 
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inftructions  \  as  alfo,  that  the  Settlements  went  on  vcy  tardily,  in 
confequence  principally  of  the  uncertainty  of  the  Applicants  with 
regard  to  the  three  points  mentioned  in  report  of  the  Committee, 
to  wit : — 
1ft.  The  pofition  of  the  lands  intended  to  be  referved  for  the  fup- 

port  of  a  Proteftant  Clergy,  and  for  the  future  dilpofition  of  the 

Crown : 
2d.  The  amount  of  the  fees  :  and  ' 

3d.  The   quantity  of  land  the  Petitioners  and  their  Affbciatcs 

might  expect. 

The  firft  of  the  above  mentioned  points,  although  no  doubt  of 
very  confiderable  weight,  was  however  thought  much  lefs  of 
than  the  tliird  }  bccaufe  it  was  naturally  taken  for  granted,  that  if 
on  the  final  determination  of  the  politions  of  the  Refervations,  any 
part  or  parts  thereof  ihould  fall  upon  any  of  the  lots  that  might  in 
the  intermediate  time  be  fettled  on,  the  Settlers  would  be  allowed 
to  hold  them  on  the  fame  terms  as  might  be  granted  to  future  Oc- 
cupants of  the  referved  lands.        '  ^  '^^•' »  •  •  -''i.  '    i  v  'l^;  "  > 

The  Second  point  was  of  much  lefs  moment  than  the  other 
two  :Thofe  of  the  applicants  whofe  views  were  directed  bona  fide 
to  the  actual  Settlement  of  the  land,  perfonally,  did  not  conlider 
the  fees  to  be  any  very  material  object,  although  uncertainty  there- 
in wasdoubtlefs  unpleafant.  •  >  t 

The  Third  of  the  above  mentioned  points  was  by  far  the  moft 
importants  to  the  applicants,  it  being  indifpenfably  neceflary  for 
the  carrying  on  of  a  new  fettlement  in  an  inland  country  with  vi- 
gour, that  the  quantity  of  land  fo  to  be  granted,  fhould  be  suffi- 
cient to  reimburse,  to  thofe  who  firft  engage  therein,  the  extra 
expenfes  to  which  they  muft  be  put,  in  opening  roads  through  a 
pathlefs  wildernefs,  and  in  bringing  forward  those  neceflaries  that 
are  eflential  to  the  formation  of  a  new  eftabliftiment :  Burthens 
from  which  future  fettlers  are  exempt. 

8.  The  Governor  was  also  acquainted  with  the  time  which  elap- 
sed before  the  above  points  were  fettled,  but  the  Committee  are 
not  quite  correct  in  this  part  of  their  ftatement. 

The  T/iird  of  the  above  mentioned  three  points  was  determined 
in  Council  on  the  17th  of  March,  1794,  in  confequence  of  a  me- 
morial prefented  to  the  late  Governor  (Lord  Dorchefter)  by  Afa 
Porter  and  Nicholas  Auftin,  "  on  behalf  of  themfelves  and  other 
«  leading  Petitioners  for  lands  in  Lower-Canada,  refiding  in  the 
«*  States  of  America." 

The  First  of  the  above  mentioned  three  points  was  finally  de- 
termined on  in  Council  on  the  10th  of  October,  1794;  the  se* 
cond  was  not  determined  on  till  the  19th  of  Auguft,  1795.  .^  -~- 
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The  Governor  had  llkewlfe  observed  that  no  Commlflioners 
were  appointed  for  adminiftering  the  Oaths  to  the  Apphcants,  and 
receiving  their  Declarations,  until  the  month  of  October,  I7ui: 
But  every  principle  of  common  reafon  and  common  julVice,  as 
well  as  every  principle  of  honour  and  ['ood  faith,  unite  together 
in  forbidding  the  Governor  to  admit  that  "  the  former  pro- 
ceedings" containing  the  encouragement  and  aflurances  given 
in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  his  Royal  mafter  were, 
(on  account  of  any  or  every  of  thefe  delays  or  defects  in  the 
conduct  of  h':.  Servants)  rendered  "  null :  "  The  former  pro- 
ceedings can  be  "  ?iuir  only  with  refpect  to  thofe  who  did 
not  evince  their  acceptance  of  the  encouragement  and  alTurances 
held  out  to  them;  Any  perfon  who  would  be  guilty  of  luch  a  vio- 
lation of  His  Majefty's  i'acred  honour  and  good  fiiith,  as  to  har- 
bour even  for  a  moment,  within  his  breaft,  a  defire  that  the  for- 
mer proceedings  fliould  be  «  nuir  with  refpect  to  fuch  as  had 
embarked  their  labour  and  property  upon  the  faith  of  the  encou- 
ragement and  aflurances  fo  given,  would  ill  deferve  HisMajefty's 
Royal  favour  or  protection. 

The  Governor   had  likewife  feen  the  advertisements  from  the 
Council-Office,  of  October,  ITO^,  and  January,   1795,  notifying 
the  applicants  of  the  appointment  of  Commiflioners  for  adminis- 
ing  the  Oaths,  &c.  and  requiring  them  to   send  in  Lifts  of  their 
names.  The  Governor  notices  what  is  mentioned  by  the  Commit- 
tee with  refpect  to  the  advertifement  of  the  17th  January,  1795, 
having  been   publifhed    with  a    view  to  quicken  the  attention  of 
**  thofe  who  having  taken  pofleffion  under  their  warrants  of  fur- 
<«  vey,  were  contented  with  their  occupancy,  and  did  not  feem 
"  dispoled  to  give  theniielves  any  further  trouble  :"  If  a  Judgment 
might  be  formed  from  the  trouble  thofe  applicants  have  taken  time 
after  time,  as  well  before  that  period  as  fince,  in  journies  to  Que- 
bec, in  order  to  obtain  a  completion  of  their  grants  ;  the  Govern- 
or would  be  induced  to  believe  that  the  Committee  muft  have  la- 
boured under  a  miftake,  in  fuppofmg  there  were  any  fuch  people 
as  thofe  they  speak  of.  It   is  indeed  true  that  there  were  only  a 
few  aflbciations,    (fix    the   Governox-  has  feen)  the  lifts  of  which 
were   received   at   Quebec   previous   to   the  publication   of    he 
Advertisement   of  the    17th   January,    1795.      But   the  delay 
in  this  refpect  might  be  very  rationally  accounted  for,  by  con- 
fidering  the    fituation  of  a   new   fettlement    in    a   wildernefs: 
The  inhabitants  of  the   new   fettlements  might  not    (and  pro- 
bably did  not)  become  acquainted   with  the  advertilements   of 
Oftober,   1794',  fo  early  as  gentlemen  who  refide  in  a  Poft  Town 
might  imagine  :  this  the  Governor  believes  to  be  the  true  reafon 
why  a  greater   number  of  the  lifts  were  not  received  between  the 
dates  of  the  advertifementsof  Ociober,  1794?,  and  January,  1795, 
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Tlie  Governor  had  alfo  obrcrvcd  (conformably  to  what  is  mention- 
ed by  the  Committee)  that  by  the  lall  of  thofe  advcrtifements  it 
was  directed  that  the  applicants  who  had  before  that  time  obtain- 
ed warrants  of  Survey,  or  orders  of  the  Governor  in  Council, 
(hould  Rivo  in  the  above  mentioned  lifts  of  their  names  on  or  be- 
fore the  I  ft  day  of  Aiiguft  then  enfning,  on  pain  of  being  con- 
fidered  to  have  relinquifhed  their  prctenlions  to  the  land. 

9.  The  Governor  will  not  conceal  from  the  Board  the  furprize 
and  aftonifhment  he  felt,  at  being  told  in  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mitree  "  that  at  the  expiration  of  this  period,  it  appeared  from  the 
<«  Schedules  annexed,  and  the  returns  of  the  CommilTioners,  that, 
«*  of  upwards  of  three  hundred  leaders  and  ten  thoufand  propo- 
'«  fed  Aflbciates,  the  number  of  thofe  who  had  complied  with  the 
"  directions  did  not  exceed  five  hundred  and  fifty."  And  that 
the  reft  had  "  neglefted  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  the  notice" 
and  were  therefore  "  fubject  to  the  penalties  thereby  announced." 
The  Governor  affiires  the  Board  that  the  number  of  applicants 
comprehended  in  the  returns  actually  received  from  the  Commis- 
fioners  and  referred  by  the  then  Governor  (with  the  Commiflion- 
ers*  reports  thereon)  to  the  Committee  of  Council,  prior  to  the 
above  mentioned  1ft  day  of  Au^uft,  exceeded  two  t/iousand ;  on 
the  third  day  of  Auguft  it  exceeded  ihrre  tlioitsntul :  On  the 
twenty-fifth  day  of  Auguft  (which  is  certainly  not  an  unreafona- 
ble  length  of  time  to  be  allowed  for  the  Commiflioners  to  make 
their  inquiries  and  reports,  and  for  the  fame  to  be  received  at 
Quebec)  it  exceeded  four  thousand  ;znd  ma'  thers  were  recei- 
ved and  referred  afterwards.  More  than  <  third  part  of  the 
above  numbers  (over  and  above  the  cafes  of  fpecific  quantities,  in 
which  the  faith  of  Government  was  confidered  to  be  pledged  by 
the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  24th  of  May,  1797,)  were 
recommended  by  the  Commiflioners  as  perfons  of  good  character, 
and  approved  of  as  fuch  by  the  Committee  of  Council :  The  cha- 
racters of  the  rest  were  reported  to  be  unknown  to  the  Commis- 
fioners  j  but  this  could  certainly  amount  in  jiiftice,  only  to  a  tem- 
porary fufpenfion,  not  to  a  rejeftion,  in  refpect  to  thofe  whofe 
characters  were  fo  reported  to  be  unknown. 

The  Governor  would  not  however  be  underftood  to  mean,  that 
he  confiders  all  the  perfons  mentioned  in  thofe  lifts  to  have  had 
an  intention  of  fettling  on  the  land,  conformably  to  His  Majefty*s 
Royal  and  gracious  intentions :  on  the  contrary,  he  confiders  it 
to  be  very  probable  that  a  part  of  them  might  have  been  people 
who  had  only  lent  their  names  to  others,  for  the  purpofes  of  mo- 
nopoly :  What  proportion  this  part  might  bear  to  the  reft,  the 
Governor  cannot  undertake  to  {^y  ;  but  be  this  as  it  might,  the 
reft  could  not  in  any  poflible  principle  of  reafon,  or  of  juftice,  be 
\n  the  remoteft  degree  affiled  thereby  :  Their  giving  in  the  lifts 
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of  their  names  was  all  that  the  above  mentioned  advcrtifements 
required  of  them,  and  all  they  could  do  coniilUntly  with  thofe 
advcrtisement3|  until, further  directions  (hould  be  received  by  the 
CommilTioners  from  the  Council-Office,  and  communicated  to 
them  I  then,  but  not  till  then,  were  any  of  them  (not  even  thofe 
who  had  actually  settled  upon  the  land,  in  confequence  of  the 
former  invitations  of  the  i^xecutive  GovernmerO  allowed  to  tefki- 
fy  their  loyalty  and  attachment  to  His  Majvuy,  by  talcing  the 
oaths  and  lubfcribing  the  declaration  of  fidelity  to  his  Govern- 
ment, although  their  fo  taking  the  oaths  and  subfcribing  the  de- 
claration,  was  a  sine  qud  non  of  their  obtaining  the  grants  that 
had  been  fo  long  promifed  them :  Inilances  are  not  wanting  of 
perfons  taking  long  journies  for  that  exprefs  purpofe,  and  being 
refufed :  and  yet,  notwithi^anding  all  this,  they  are  confidered  by 
the  Committee  as  having  "neglected  to  comply  with  the  terms 
"  of  the  notice"  and  as  being  "  fubjedt  to  the  penalties  thereby 
«V  announced." 

The  Governor  catjuiot  help  remarking  that  it  would  redound 
more  to  His  IV^^yefty's  Service,  and  much  more  to  the  honour  of 
the  Committee,  if  the  more  active  Members  thereof  (in  whom  the 
Icfs  active  mud  neceflarily  place  a  confidence)  were  more  correct 
in  their  ftatements,  and  mpre;  juft  in  their  conclufions. 

The  Governor  has  the  fuUelt  reason  to  believe  that  the  circupi- 
ftances  ftated  by  the  Committee  with  refpect  to  the  Settlements 
made  on  the  lands  by  intruders,  are  a  good  deal  fimilar  in  point 
of  correctnefs  to  the  ftatements  noticed  above  ;  although  b.e  would 
not  be  underftood  to  fuppofe  that  the  new  fettkments  in  this 
Province  were  fo  entirely  different  from  thofe  in  any  .^t'ler  Pro- 
vince, as  to  be  without  any  inftances  at. all  of  ^l^at  fprt ;  theC^ 
inftances,  however,  do  not  come  within  the  benefit  of  the  Regu- 
lations lately  communicated  to  the  Bo^rd. 

The  Governor  will  not  omit  to  retun\  his  thanks  to  the  Com- 
mittee for  their  declaration  that  the  Proclamation  (ipeanlng  the 
Proclamation  of  the  22d  Auguft, .  1797,,  by  which  those  who, had 
gone  on  to  the  Lands  without  Cuffipient  authority  were  directed 
to  depart)  was  never  intended  by  the  Executive  Council  to  affect 
the  parties  alluded  to  in  the  Governor's  communication  to  the 
Board  of  the  9ihof  July  laft,  who. might  have  an  equitable  claim 
upon  Government ;  but  thof^qnly  who  had  no  ifuch. claim'  The 
Governor  feels  himfelf  the  i^ore  obliged  by  this  declaration  fropi 
the  Committee,  collectively,  t^ot  only  becaufe  he  jyas  unable  to 
deduce  it  froipi  the  report  of  the  2Qth  June  laft  on,  his  re-examina- 
tion thereof ;  but  likewise,  becauie  endeavours  had  been  hereto- 
fore made  to  obtain  fuch  an  interoretation  from  fopie  of  theJMem- 
bers  iadiyi4uaUy>  which  proved  .unfucceftTul.     The  Governor 
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however,  having  fully  fhewn  that  the  ftatementt  contained  in  the 
Report  are  not  correa,  he  is  of  courfe  unable  to  acquiefce  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Committee,  with  repect  to  their  proof  of  the 
position   they  had  afserted. 

10th.  The  Governor  will  not  withhold  his  thanks  for  the  de- 
claration now  made  by  the  Committee  in  favour  of  thofe  of  the  ap- 
plicants "  who  come  ftriftly  under  the  description  fet  forth  in  the 
<(  fecond  Regulation  and  have  alfo  obeyed  the  notices  ifTued  by 
«  the  Executive  Council :  to  wit.  «*  that  the  Committee  never 
«  entertained  a  doubt  but  th(y  had  an  equitable  claim,  which  the 
«  the  Committee  have  ever  been  ready  to  confirm." 

The  Governor  is  exceedingly  forry  at  his  happening  to  be  un- 
able to  discover  this  difpofition  of  the  Committee  from  either  of 
their  Reports  of  the  24th  of  May,  1797,  or  20ih  June,  1798; 
and  at  his  not  having  happened  to  learn  it  from  fome  of  the 
Members  individually  )  this  dispofition  being,  however,  now  de- 
clared by  the  Committee  collectively,  the  Governor  would  wil- 
lingly conceive  that  the  mifconceptions  which  have  taken  place, 
may  have  arifen  principally,  from  the  circumftance  of  its  having 
been  fupposed  by  the  Committee,  that  the  numbers  that  had 
obeyed  thofe  notices,  were  infinitely  ihort  of  what  they  really  are, 
as  pointed  out  above  :  And  it  would  appear  to  the  Governor,  from 
this  declaration,  that  there  can  no  longer  remain  in  the  breads  of 
the  Committee,  any  rational  cause  of  hefitation  or  further  delay, 
with  respcft  to  the  propriety  of  proceeding  to  carry  His  Majefty's 

gracious  intentions,  contained  in  the  Regulations  laid  before  the 
oard  on  the  11th  of  June  laft,  into  execution. 
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Thofe  of  the  Settlers  who  do  not,  on  the  cleareft  principles  of 
reafon  and  of  juftice,  come  within  the  clafs  which  the  Committee 
have  thus  declared  in  favour  of,  are  fo  few  in  number,  that  no 
material  difficulty  can  arife  therefrom,  unlefs  Gentlemen  fhould 
be  difpofed  to  create  difficulties  where  none  in  reality  exift.  The 
Governor  has  already  obferved  that  obtrufive  Settlers  (by  which 
he  means  fuch  as  are  neither  connected  with  any  known  and  ac- 
knowledged Aflbciation,  nor  have  any  order  of  the  Governor  in 
Council  in  favour  of  themfelves)  individually,  do  not  come  with- 
in the  regulations  |  fo  that  the  difficulty  which  the  Committee 
reprefent  themfelves  to  labour  under,  with  refpe^t  to  knowing 
whether  fuch  fettlers  <*  are  to  partake  or  be  excluded  from  the  be- 
"  nefit  of  the  regulations,"  is  removed. 

1 1  th.  The  Governor  likewife  returns  his  thanks  for  the  ac- 
knowledgment made  by  the  Committee,  refpecting  his  explana- 
tion of  that  part  of  the  regulations  which  allows  thofe  who  are 
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fcatcd  on  lots  reserved,  to  hold  them  on  the  fame  terms  as  may 
hereafter  be  granted  to  other  occupants  of  referved  Lots :  to 
wit,  "  That  the  Committee  are  ready  to  admit  that  it  may  ap- 
««  ply  to  the  (mall  number  of  Townftiips  alluded  to,"  which  muft 
of  courfe  mean  thofe  that  were  begun  to  be  fettled  prior  to  the  fi- 
ral  determination  of  the  pofition  of  the  refervations  in  October, 
1794..  This  **  fmall  number  of  Townftiips"  is,  however,  almolt 
the  whole  that  have  at  this  day  any  confiderable  Settlements  on 
them.  So  few  are  the  inftances  ol  Townfhips  having  any  confider- 
oble  fcttlements,  that  have  been  begun  to  be  fettled  fince  that 
iim«r,  that  *«  the  queftion  with  the  Committee,  whether  it  applict 
««  to  the  remaining  Townfhips  ?"  will  be  better  folved  when  the 
terms  and  regulations  for  difpofing  of  the  referved  lots  to  occu- 
pants Hull  te  received.— Till  then  nothing  further  can  be  done 
with  rcfpect  to  the  lands  referved,  except  merely  to  defignate  them 
in  the  Patents,  as  the  law  requires. 

12th.  The  extent  of  the  pretenfions  comprehended  in  the  re- 
gulations, is  fo  clearly  defcribed  in  the  regulations  themfelves, 
that  no  compilations  from  other  documents  could  render  it  more 
clear,  for  any  purpofe  appertaining  to  the  immediate  queftioii  in 
reference  ^  Th«  purchales  of  pretendons  z%  connected  with  the 
secondy  third  and  fourth  articles  of  the  regulations,  are  thofe  on- 
ly where  the  Purchafers,  or  thofe  they  purchafed  from,  have 
«vinced  their  (incerity  by  embarking  their  labour  and  property^ 
either  in  the  actual  fettlement  and  tultivation  of  the  land,  or  in 
furveying  or  exploring  preparatory  thereto.  The  compilations  df« 
<ired  foy  the  Committee  could  throw  no  light  on  the  question  re- 
lative to  their  extent }  nor  ^ndeed  was  that  queftion  connected  with 
the  queftion  in  reference.  The  Governor  could  by  no  means  con- 
!fider  it  to  be  conftftent  with  his  duty,  to  refer  to  the  confideration 
of  the  Committee,  whether  it  might,  or  might  not  be  proper,  that 
the  commands  of  his  Royal  Maft^r  fhould  be  obeyed }  he  referred 
only,  for  the  confideration  of  the  Committee,  the  moft  ready  fteps 
for  yielding  obedience  to  thofe  commands.  The  compilations  de- 
iired  by  the  Committee,  could  have  no  connection  with  the  ques- 
tion referred  ;  however  ufeful  they  might  hereafter  become,  for 
facilitating  the  examination  of  what  might  be  ftated  by  the  res- 
pective apjplicants.  It  wlil  naturally  be  obferved  from  this  remark, 
that  the  «  concern"  which  the  Committee  mention  to  have  felt 
for  the  «  familiar  ufe  made  of  his  (the  Qqvernor's)  name,"  in  this 
reipect,  might  have  been  fpared. 

It  is  moreover  conceived  that  the  Committee  ftepped  fomewltat 
out  of  their  Province  in  iftuing  orders  without  being  thereunto  au- 
thorized by  the  Governor. 

({ad  the  Committer  really  found  themfelves  in  want  of  docu- 
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•r«tT  part  of  their  Report,  they  Were  pleafed  to  term  an  «  obfer- 
vance  of  refpeftful  ufages,"  if  they  had  reprefenti  I  ihc  fame,  ini 
ftead  of  un  lertaking  to  issue  orden  whith  could  not  fail  to  inter- 
rupt the  neceflary  bufinefs  then  on  hand  for  the  Governor. 

13th.  If  the  quantity  of  ungranted  land  on  the  fouth  fide  of 
the  St.  LiiVrence  were  really  what  the  Committee  ftate  it  to 
Wave  been  eftimated  at,  to  wit,  20,700,000  acres  ;  the  fulfdment 
oi  all  claims  and  pretenflons  in  that  quarter  (over  and  r.bove  the 
orderi  of  the  Governor  in  Council  for  fptcific  quantities  of  land 
to  prtrticulat:  individlials)  comprehended  in  His  Majefty's  gracious 
regulations  communicated  to  rhe  Board  on  the  1  Ith  ot  June  laft,  if 
carried  into  immediate  execution,  would  not  in  all  probability  (al- 
though it  is  not  indeed  poflible  to  fpeak  with  abfolut?  certainty) 
require  io  much  as  the  one  twentieth  part  thereof  to  be  granted 
on  the  old  Fees ;  In  all  probability  therefore,  more  than  nine- 
teen  twentieth  parts  thereof  would  be  applicable,  as  a  fource  of 
revenue,  to  the  defraying  of  the  public  expenfes  of  the  Province. 
The  Governor  may  likewife  obftrvey  that  the  labour  and  ex- 
pense which  hag  (in  confequence  of  the  encouragement  heretofore 
given  by  the  Executive  Governme"*)  been  laid  out  by  the  appli- 
calitsV  upon  the  parts  fo  to  be  ^r^.ited  for  the  fulfilment  of  His 
^^ajefty's  above  mentioned  gracious  intentionsv  have  rendered  the 
value  of  the  remainder,  many  times  greater  than  the  value  of  the 
whole  would  have  been,  if  that  labour  and  expenfe  had  not  been 
fo  laid  out.  The  Governor  muft  therefore  be  unable  to  agree 
with  the  Committee  in  apprehending  «*  that  the  unclaimed  r^^fidue 
"  would  not  afford  a  very  productive  fource  of  revenue  to  anfwer 
«  His  Majefty's  gracious  porpofes." 

In  regard  however/to  the  quantity  of  land  mentioned,  (20,700- 
OOt)  acres),  the  Governor  had  long  underftocd,  or  elfe  he  m?s- 
upderftood,  that  fome  (if  not  the  whole)  of  the  Members  of  the 
Board  were  fo  fully  acquainted  with  the  incorrectnefs  of  the  old 
Maps,  on  which  that  eftimate  was  founded,  as  to  be  entirely 
convinced  that  the  eftimate  had  been  formed  "  under  the 
prevalence,  of  a  temporary  miftake,"  of  fuch  magnitude,  that  no 
man  poflefllng  actual  knowledge  of  the  fubject,  whereby  to  be  en- 
titled to  any  regard  therein,  could  at  this  day  confider  fuch  efti- 
mate to  contajin  «  matters  of  fact"  which  any  one  would  deem  it 
«  neceffary  His  Majefty's  Minifters  fhould  be  apprized  of,"  imlefs 
it  fhould  be  for  fome  purpofe  altogether  different  from  that  of  gi- 
ving them  real  information  with  refpect  to  the  true  ftate  of  the 
cafe.  The  truth  is,  that  although  the  interior  Geography  of  the 
Province,  has  within  the  laft  five  or  fix  years  been  much  better 
ments,  k  would  have  been  more  confiftent  with  what^  in  a  for- 
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underftood  than  before,  yet,  ccn  at  this  day,  no  eftimate  to  be 
in  any  tolerable  degree  depended  on,  could  be  formed,  without 
firft  afcertainin^  (what  we  have  hitherto  very  little  knowledge  of) 
thefituation  of  th?  hci-^hth  of  land,  which  divides  this  Province 
from  the  Governments  of  New-Brunfwitk  and  New-Hampfliire  ; 
till  then,  all  eftimate  in  that  quarter  muft  be  mere  random  guefs. 

,.  Were  the  quantity  of  ungranted  land,  fit  for  cultivation,  on 
the  fouth  iide  of  the  River  St.  Lawrence,  equal  only  to  the  one 
/m//"  of  the  quantity  dated  in  the  above-mentioned  eftimate,  the 
refidue  after  the  fulfilment  of  all  the  claim;  and  pretenfions  com- 
prehended in  the  regulations  lately  communicated  to  the  Board, 
would  afford  a  very  important  fource  of  revenue  towards  anfwer- 
ing  His  Majefty's  gracious  purpofes. 

14th.  If  there  fhould  be  any  actual  difficulty  in  adjudging  of 
the  purchafes  of  any  ot  the  pretenfions  tliat  come  within  the  Re- 
gulavions,  it  can  only  be  in  fome  of  thofe  old  cafes,  where 
the  orders  of  Government  in  favour  of  the  Applicants  were  paffed 
ten  or  fifteen  years  ago  ;  and  where  the  parties  who  were  there- 
by originally  entitled  to  the  Grants,  may  ')e  dead,  or  removed 
from  the  Province :  If  fiich  inveftigations  fhould  be  too  laborious 
for  the  Members  of  the  Gouncil,  Commiffioners  might  be  eafily 
appointed  for  that  pnrpofe ;  for  it  is  certainly  high  time  that  the 
people  fhould  have  legal  titles  to  the  lands  that  have  been  fo  long 
iblemnly  promifed  in  His  Majefty's  facred  name,  as  Rewards  for 
the  loyalty  and  fervices  of  the  original  Donees. 

The  claims  and  pretenfions  under  the  proceedings  of  the  Exe- 
cutive Government  relative  to  afTociated  companies,  are  limiteii 
by  the  Regulations,  as  has  been  obferved  before,  to  thofe  cafes 
where  the  applicants,  or  thofe  they  purchafed  from,  fhall  have 
actually  embarked  their  labour  and  property  in  the  settlement  and 
cultivation  of  the  lands  or  in  surveying  or  exploring  preparatory 
thereto :  The  Governor  cannot  admit  that  there  can  be  any  poffi- 
ble  difficulty  in  afcertaining  the  Facts,  in  regard  to  thofe  who, 
have  actually  fo  done  ;  and  none  other  come  within  the  regula- 
tions. 

if,  in  any  of  thefe  cafes,  the  narties  fhould  be  found  not  to  have 
had  **  a  phyfical  exiftence,"  t.  Governor's  furprife  would  be 
greater  than  what  he  has  already  felt  at  reading  the  report  of  tl^e 
Committee.  No  real  difficulties  can  arife  in  the  bufmefs  of  carrying 
His  Majefty's  gracious  regulations  into  effect,  confidered  in  it- 
ielf;  the  only  real  difficulties  that  can  take  place  therein^  muft 
arife,  not  from  any  thing  in  the  buf^nefs  itfelf,  but  from  the  en- 
deavours that  may  be  made  to  find  out  vifionary  pretexts  where- 
on to  build  imaginary  difficulties.  .,    .,     .  •      . 
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By  carrying  the  Regulations  into  immediate  execution,  that  "  de 
luge  of  iniquity"  as  the  Committee  exprefs  it,  in  the  traffic  of 
prctenHons,  will  be  at  once  put  an  end  to  t  A  further,  and  (the 
Governor  muy  add)  an  infinitely  greater  deluge  of  iniquity, 
fraught  with  the  moft  dangerous  confequences  to  the  tranquility 
of  the  Province,  as  well  as  repugnant  to  the  facred  honour,  dig- 
nity, and  good  faith  of  His  Majefty,  namely,  the  endeavours  of 
onefet  of  people  to  obtain  grants  of  the  Townfliips  which  another 
fet  of  pecp'p  have  (in  confequence  of  the  encouragement  hereto- 
fore given  them  by  the  Executive  Government  for  that  purpofe) 
tranformed  from  a  wildernefs  into  a  ftate  of  habitation,  would 
likewife  be  put  an  end  to  by  the  fame  ftroke  :  But  the  longer  the 
ifluing  of  the  legal  titles  (hall  be  procraftinated,  the  more  may 
thefe  *•  deluges  of  iniquity"  be  expected  to  increafe.  When  the 
Governor  confiders  the  repeated  public  invitations  that  have  been 
given  by  the  Executive  Government  fince  the  conclufion  of  the 
American  war,  lor  people  to  come  into  this  Province  to  settle  on 
the  wafte  lands  j  when  he  likewife  confiders  that  many  hun- 
dreds of  families  embraced  thofe  invitations,  and,  that  the  fyflem 
of  praftice  adopted  and  purfued  by  the  Executive  Government, 
was  such,  that  although  the  people  were  thereby  authorized  and 
encouraged  to  enter  into  immediate  pofTefHon,  yet,  until  the  year 
1796,  there  was  not  one  flngle  inftance  of  a  legal  title  being  is- 
sued, notwithflanding  their  continued  applications  to  obtain  regu- 
lar grants  j  when  the  Governor  confiders  thefe  things,  he  cannot 
but  feel  aftonifhed  at  the  manner  in  which  the  Committee  (feveral 
of  whom  were  Members  of  the  Executive  Council  during  the 
whole  time>  now  exprefs  themfelves,  with  refpect  to  *«  loofe  no- 
tions of  property"  which  tend  **  to  confound  pofTeffion  with 
right  :*'  nor  can  the  Governor's  aflonifhment  fail  to  be  increafed, 
when  he  confiders  that  in  the  midft  of  their  disapprobation  of 
thofe  **  loofe  notions  of  property"  which  fo  tend  "  to  confound 
pofleffion  with  right"  (and  which  were  de  facto  created  by  »he 
practice  adopted  and  purfued  by  the  Executive  Government  itself) 
the  Committee  Ihould  flill  remain  defirous  that  the  ifTuing  of  le- 
gal titles,  the  only  pofTible  remedy  which  the  nature  of  the  cafe 
can  admit  of,  fhopld  be  ftill  longer  procraftinated,  whereby  thofe 
very  evils  which  they  fo  emphatically  complain  of,  mult  of  ne* 
ceffity  be  prolonged  and  increafed. 

1 5th.  The  Governor  cannot  but  be  forry  that  any  paflage  con- 
tained in  his  late  communication  to  the  Board  fhoula  have  given 
caufe  of  disquietude  to  the  Committee,  or  reduced  them  to  any 
embarrafsment.  The  paiHige  to  which  the  Committee  allude  muft 
be  that  in  which,  fpeaking  of  obirufive  Settlers  coming  in  "  to 
make  their  pitchci"  as  they  term  it,  and  as  noticed  by  the  Com- 
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mittee  in  their  Report  of  the  20th  June  laft,  the  Governor 
happened  to  mention  that "  from  the  operation  of  certain  caufes" 
which  he  did  not  think  it  neccfsary  to  explain,  he  contidered  that 
there  was  «  inore  reafon  to  apprehend  inilances  of  that  fort  of  late 
"  than  formerly  j"  as  alfo  "  that  were  thofe  cafes  to  be  laid  fully 
**  open,  many  of  the  people  whom  there  was  realon  to  expect 
«  might  undertake  long  journies  upon  that  errand^  would  be 
«  found  to  merit  commiferation  not  reproach. 

■  The  pain  which  the  Governor  feels  at  having  by  this  paflage, 
given  the  Committee  any  caufe  of  disquietude,  will  induce  him  to 
make  all  the  atonement  that  may  be  in  his  power,  confidently 
with  the  avoidance  of  all  future  caufes  of  disquietude  that  might 
at  any  time  hereafter  be  given  to  any  individuals.  And  he 
will  accordingly  enter  fo  far  into  an  explanation  of  the  above  quo- 
ted paflage,  as  he  Ihall  confider  to  be  necefl'ary  for  removing  all 
juft  caufe  of  difquietude  under  which  the  Committee  may  labour- 
and  for  fhewing  the  reafonablcnefs  of  the  opinions  therein  laid 
down  :  But  he  will  by  no  means  (at  leaft  for  the  prefent)  go  so  far 
into  an  explanation  thereof  as  to  enable  any  perfon  or  persons  that 
might  be  difpofed,  to  wound  the  feelings  of  any  other  perfon  or 
perfons,  by  faying  that  fuch  or  fuch  particular  individual 3,  were 
in  this,  that,  or  the  ether  degree,  concerned  in  the  tranfactions 
or  conneded  therewith.  The  Governor's  fole  objedt  is  to  prevent 
as  far  as  may  be  pofllble,  any  kind  of  injury  or  oppreflion  from 
being  carried  into  effeft  ;  and  he  would  wifti,  if  it  might  be  prac- 
ticable, that  this  object  fhould  be  accomplifhed  without  injuring 
the  feelings  of  ev«n  thofe  perfons  that  might  be  defirous  of  enjoy 
jAgthe  fruits  of  the  labour  of  others,  who  would  in  fuch  an  event 
have  caufe  to  complain  of  being  injured  and  opprefled. 

The  circumftances  to  which  the  Governor  alluded  in  the  pas 
sage  above  quoted,  were  thefe  :  In  the  years  1794  and  1795,  (af- 
ter the  wafte  Lands  had  become  of  fome  value  from  the  labour 
and  expenfe  that  had  been  laid  out  in  the  fettlement  of  fundry  of 
the  new  Townfhips,  iu  purfuance  of  the  encoursgement  and  af- 
iurances  given  to  the  applicants  by  the  Executive  Government,  in 
1792  and  1793),  views  were  contemplated  by  different  perfons, 
fundry  of  whom  had  till  then  confidered  the  land  not  to  be  an 
objeft  worth  their  attention,  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  mono* 
polies  thereof,  entirely  contrary  to  the  fpirit  and  intention  of  his 
Majefty's  Royal  inftru<^ions  in  that  behalf.  Thefe  views  were  not 
confined  to  lands  that  had  till  then  remained  unapplied  for,  or 
to  Townfhips  where  doubts  might  be  entertained  in  regard  to  the 
fincerity  of  the  intentions  of  the  former  applicants  with  refpeft  to 
the  fettlement  and  cultivation  thereof  conformably  to  His  Majes- 
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ty's  gracious  intentions:  Had  they  flopped  here,  the  Ijufinefs 
might,  not  improbably,  have  been  carried  into  effect  without  be- 
ing much  noticed  :  But  they  did  not  ftop  here  :  The  views  were 
extended  likewife  to  tuwnfhips  in  regard  to  which  no  fuch  doubts 
could  be  reaionably  entertained:  And  flill  further  :  They  exten- 
ded even  to  the  obtaining,  or  endeavouring  at  ieail  to  obtain, 
thofe  very  townfhips,  one  or  two  only  excepted,  which  the  former 
applicants  (in  purfuance  of  the  advice,  encouragement,  and 
affurances,  given  them  by  the  Executive  Govejtnent)  had 
aAually  fettled  on,  and  by  great  labour  and  expenfe  render- 
ed valuable  :  nor  did  the  circumflance  of  the  former  applicants 
obeying  the  notices  iilued  from  the  Council  0£Bce  in  October 
1 794,  and  January,  1 795,  nor  the  circumltance  of  their  being 
thereupon  approved  of  by  the  Commiifioners,  and  by  the  Counc  J, 
prevent  further  fleps  from  being  taken  upon  the  above  mentuontd 
views  of  monopoly,  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  grants  thereof,  ta 
the  behoof  of  other  perfons.  This,  if  carried  into  effect,  would 
not  only  be  a  mofl  grievous  and  intolerable  oppreffion  with  regard 
to  the  former  applicants,  accompanied  with  a  great  violation  a£ 
His  Majefty's  facred  honour  and  good  faith,  but  would  iikewile 
be  fraught  with  the  moft  dangerous  consequences  to  the  reace  suod 
tranquility  of  His  Majefly's  Government.         i   ,    vi-u 

But  to  come  immediately  to  the  point  particularly  alluded  to  in 
the  above  quoted  paflage  of  the  Governor's  communication  to  the 
Board  on  the  9th  of  July  lad ;  perfons  were  employed  on  the  pjurt 
of  thofe  who  were  concerned  in  the  above  mentioned  plans  of  in- 
tended monopoly,  to  go  into  different  parts,  in  this  Province  and 
the  neighbouring  States,  to  find  people  (to  the  amount  of  fome 
thoufands)  who  would  lend  their  names  as  nominal  Grantees,  and 
who  might  be  depended  on  for  the  purpofe  of  conveying  over  the 
land,  or  the  greater  part  thereof,  when  granted,  to  the  per  ion* 
concerned  in  the  above  mentioned  plans.  The  perfons  thus  em- 
ployed (owing  perhaps  to  fome  imperfections  in  their  inftructions, 
or  to  their  not  perfectly  comprehendir^  he  nature  and  intention 
of  their  miflion)  gave  to  thole  with  whom  tney  so  engaged,  certi- 
ficates, importing  that  the  Bearers  thereof  were  entUlcd  to  cer- 
t^  quantities  of  land  in  the  new  Townfhips  in  L&wer-Canada  : 
Many  thoufands  of  thefe  certificates  were  given:;  and  luch  were 
the  credentials  with  which  the  perlbns  io  employed  were  veiled, 
that  the  certificates  were  looked  upon  by  great  mambers  of  well 
dispofed  people  to  be  little  inferior  to  Patents  unoer  the  Great 
Seal  :  Many  of  His  Majefly's  faithful  old  iiibjecis  who  had  re- 
mained in  the  ftates  after  the  end  of  the  American  War,  and  re- 
tained their  affections  to  thei  ancient  Sovereign,  under  whofe  al- 
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leglancc  thejr  were  born,  conceiving  (from  the  Credentials  which 
the  perfons  fo  employed  bore)  that  there  could  not  be  any  decep- 
tion, hefitated  not  to  purchafe,  for  valuable  confiderations,  from 
others  who  from  time  to  time  changed  their  minds  with  refpect 
to  coming  in  to  fettle,  a  number  of  thefc  certificates  as  provilions 
for  their  children,  whom  they  intended  (hould  fix  themfelves  in 
this  Province,  under  the  Government  of  their  anceftors  ;  fome  of 
thefe  certificates  were  Co  purchafed  at  the  rate  of  a  quarter  of  a 
dollar  an  acre  j  the  Governor  himfelf  has  feen  the  copy  of  one 
which  he  believes  Was  purchafed  at  that  very  price.  But  although 
many  of  thefe  Certificates  were  thus  purchafed  by  faithful  old  fub- 
jects  of  His  Majefty,  with  pure  intentions  of  fettling  on  the  lands 
conformably  lO  His  Majefty's  Royal  infl:ru£tions  in  that  behalf, 
yet,  it  may  reafonably  be  expected  that  many  lilcewife  were  pur- 
chafed by  people  of  a  different  defcription,  on  principles  of  mere 
fpeculation. 

Thefe  circum (dances,  the  Governor  hopes,  will  oe  fufficietit  to 
Satisfy  the  Board,  that  he  had  fufficitnt  reafon  for  entertaining  the 
opinion,  that  there  was  greater  caufe  "to  apprehend  the 
•*  coming  in  of  people  to  make  their  pitches  as  they  term  it,  of 
**  late,  than  formerly  j"  and  the  Governor  cannot  but  conceive 
that  this  circumftance  ought  to  operate  as  an  additional  and  very 
weighty  reafon,  for  proceeding  to  carry  His  Majefty's  gracious  re- 
gulations lately  laid  before  the  Board  into  execution,  in  the  cafes 
to  which  they  actually  apply,  with  as  much  expedition  as  may  be 
practicable ;  in  order  to  avoid  tliat  mixture  of  extraneous  cafes, 
which,  from  the  above  mentioned  caufes,  might,  not  improbably, 
lake  place,  if  the  bufinefs  fhould  be  longer  delayed.  The  Gover- 
■■or  likewife  conceives  that  the  above  mentioned  circumftances 
will  equal'y  evince  to  the  Board  ,  the  reafonablenefs  of  his  fur- 
ther opinion,  that"  many  of  the  people  whom  there  was  reafon 
••  to  expect  might  undertake  long  journies  upon  that  errand, 
**  would  be  found  to  merit  commiseration,  not  r(  preach."  Thofe 
who,  with  upright  intentions,  had  given  valuable  cm-  '  'erations 
for  the  above  mentioned  Certificates,  upon  the  faith  e  f  tht  cre- 
dentials which  the  perfons  who  were  employed  in  ih^  bufinefs 
bare,  and  had  thereby  loitthe  property  which  durit*^  *»«  upright 
life  of  labour  and  care  they  had  gathered  tog<il»ci,  would  cer- 
tainly be  entitled  to  commiseration  from  every  fcc.mg  breaft. 

The  Governor  notices  what  the  Committee  mention  refpe^fting 
his  having,  in  their  idea,  followed  the  advice  of  some  perfon  or 
perfons  unnamed,  in  regard  to  the  mentioning  of  the  above  opi- 
nions, in  his  late  communication  to  the  Board  j   The  Governor 
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cannot  conceive  hlinfolf  to  have  given  any  jufl:  caufe  for  that  Idea 
of  the  Comaiittee ,  and  he  would  wi(h  the  Committee  to  under- 
fland,  and  to  believe,  that  he  is  not  dispofed  to  follow  the  unjuft 
advice  of  any  perfon  or  perfons  whatever. 

16.  The  Governor  cannot  eafily  conceive  what  "  more  ample  and 
fpecific  information,"    the   Committee  would  wiOi   for   on    the 
piefent   fubject,    beyond  what  he   has    laid  before  them.     The 
Governor  has  laid  before  them  His  Majefty's  inftruction  under 
His  Royal  Signet  and  Sign  Manual,  directing  that  the  fees  are  in 
future  to  be  fuch  as  His  Majefty  fliall  be  from  time  to  time  pleat- 
ed to  eftablilh,  either  "  under  his  Royal  Signet  and  Sign  Manual," 
or  by  his  "  order  in  that  behalf,  fignified   by  one  of  his  principal 
"  Secretaries   of  State."     It  was  ilis  Majefty's  pleafure  to  fignify 
his  orders  in  that  behalf  by   one  of  his  principal  Secretaries  of 
State,   according   to  the  latter  part  of  his  Royal  inftruction ;  and 
the  Governor  has  accordingly  extracted  from  the  Difpatches  he 
has  received,  fuch  parts  as  relate  to  the  fubject,  and  laid  the  fame 
before  the  Board  :  Thefe  defignate  the  amount  of  the  different 
leei.  to  be  taken,  together  likewife  with  the  different  proportions 
of  land  to  be  granted  upon  the  payment  of  thofe  different  fees,  in 
the  feveral  and  refpective  cafes  in  which  they  are  directed  to  be 
applied.     The   Governor   really  cannvot  fee  what  more  the  Com- 
mittee can   defire  ;  for   he  cannot  allow  himfelf  to  fuppofe  that 
any  Member  of  the  Board  would  think  it  confiftent  with  his  (the 
Governor's)  duty,    to  lay  his  Difpatches  at  large  upon  the  table  : 
The  Governor  alone  is  refpondble  for  the  juftnefs  of  the  extracts 
he  takes  from  them,  whether  on  this  or  on  any  other  subject. 

The  Committee  exprefs  "  their  regret  that  among  the  repeated: 
**  enquiries"  which  the  Governor  made,  **  it  was  not  thought  ne- 
«  cessary  to  demand  any  opinion  on  the  fubject  from  a  particular 
"  Body,"  meaning  the  "  Executive  Council."  Did  not  the  Go- 
vernor requeft  the  opinion  of  the  "  Executive  Council;"  and  did 
he  not  receive  their  Report  on  the  subject  ?  The  M-nutes  of  the 
Board  of  the  7th  of  June,  1797,  will  ihew  that  he  did.  That 
Report  of  the  Council  gave  general  diffatisfaction  and  uneafinefs. 
The  Governor  likewife,  by  the  advice  of  tlxe  Council,  iffued  foon 
afterwards  (22d  of  Auguft,  1797,)  a  Proclamation,  which  turned 
thi:t  general  difsatisfaction  and  uneafinefs  which  had  been  excited 
by  the  above  mentioned  Report,  into  a  caufe  of  alarm,  in  the  minds 
of  many  of  His  Majefty's  faithful  people.  It  became  from  thence, 
a  duty,  on  the  part  of  the  Governor,  to  examine  more  ftriftly  into 
the  nature  of  the  bufinefs  himfelf  perl'onally  ;  and  as  thefe  exami- 
nations did  not  require  the  alfistance  of  the  Council,  (in  as  much 


T 


I  ■  s 


\\ 


\ 


I 


r 


% 


107 

as  the  Governor  had  then  already  been  favonrcJ  with  the  rcfult 
of  their  deliberations,)  he  forbore  to  trouble  them  unnecefTarily. 
The  ftatements  and  conclufions  contained  in  the  Report  which  the 
Governor  had  then  already  received,  fufliciently  evinced,  on  the 
re-examination  thereof,  that  "  any  difquietude  which  might  hare 
"  arifen  from  the  conflict  of  discordant  fentiments,'*  on  that  sub- 
ject, was  not  likely  to  be  relieved  by  giving  unnecefTary  trouble. 

I7th.     The    Committee  admit  as  a  fact,  that  it  was  generally 
inferred  from   the  above   mentioned  Report,   that  Government 
(meaning  the  Government  of  Lower-Canada,)  "  did  not  mean  to 
*'  attend  to  the  equitable  Claims  of  Individuals  :**     This  inference 
is  now  called  by  the  Committee  '*  An  error  which   was   almoft 
"  univerfally  prevalent"  and  they  would  feem  to  confider  it  as  a 
proof  "  that  men  of  eager  minds  when  warped  by  intereft,  are  as 
"  liable  to  fall  into  miftake,  as  thofe  of  confufed  intellect."     The 
Governor  cannot  readily  difcern  the  conne£lion  between  the  An- 
Iccedent  in  this  infl:ance,  and  the  comequcril  drawn  by  the  Com- 
mittee.    The  real  truth  is,  that  it  was  not  conceivable  from  that 
Report,  that  there  could  be  any  body,  except  the  fmall  number 
therein  defcribed,  that  had  any  "  equitable  claims  :**  luch  was  the 
general  (it  may  be  faid  the  univerfal)  interpretation  given  to    that 
Report  :    It  was  not  the   interpretation   of    People   only   who 
might  in  poffibility  be  fuppofed  to  be  **  warped  by  intereft,"  or    if 
thofe  who  could  be  confidered  "  of  confufed  intellect :"     It  was 
equally  the  interpretation  given  to  it  by  People  who  had  no  inter- 
eft or  connection  in  the  bufinef's,  as  by  thofe  who  had  }  It  was 
equally  the  interpretation  given  to  it  by  Gentlemen  who  where 
never  within   feveral  thouiLind  miles  of  this  Courttry,  as  of  thofe 
who  were  immediately  on  the  fpot  :     Nay,  it  was  'till  very  lately 
the  avowed  interpretation  of  fome  whom  the  Governor  will  de- 
cline naming  :  And,  little  as  the  Committee  may  appear   to   ap- 
prehend,  with  relpcft  to  His  Majefty's  Honour  and  Dignity  be- 
ing injured  \  the  fa£t    is,  that   from    the   manner  in  which  the 
Land  bufinefs  has  been  conducted,  the  faith  of  His  Majefty's  Go- 
vernment in   Lower  Canada,  has  long  been    equally  proverbial 
with  the  Punic  Faith  of  anrient  ftory.     It  is  hij^h  time  that  His 
Majefty's  facred  Honour  ana  Good  faith  ftiould  be  refcued  from 
fuch  a  Stigma. 

18th.  There  is  little  reafon  to  apprehend  that  any  of  the  well 
difpofed  Applicants  who  have  not  proceeded  to  the  Settlctnent  of 
the  Lands  they  petitioned  for,  will  confider  thcmfelves  aggrieved 
on  account  of  its  being  His  Majefty's  gracious  pleafure  that  a 
greater  proportion  of  the  refpeftive  'fownlhips  ihould  be  grant- 
ed on  the  Old  fees  to  thofe  who  did  proceed  to  the  Settlement, 
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than  to  themfelves ;  They  well  know  that  the  Lands  which  ih:7 
applied  for  are  become  increafed  in  value,  in  confequence  of  the 
Settlements  that  have  been  made  in  the  other  Townfhips,  infinitely 
beyond  the  amount  of  the  additional  fees  to  which  they  are  fub- 
jeit  by  the  late  Regulations  :  and  although  it  would  have  afford- 
ed the  Governor  great  pleafure,  to  have  been  able  to  put  the 
really  fincere  Applicants,  who  had  been  bond  fide,  waiting  for 
their  Grants  in  order  to  go  on  faithfully  with  the  Settlement, 
upon  the  lame  footing  with  thofe  who  had  actually  gone  on  there- 
with upon  the  faith  of  the  encouragement  and  affurances  that 
were  given  them  j  yet,  he  has  the  pleafure  to  inform  the  Board, 
that  he  has  received  full  afTurances,  that  the  Regulations  give 
general  fatisfaction  in  that  rcfpeck  j  and  that  the  endeavours  that 
have  been  tried,  in  order  to  excite  jealoufies  among  the  different 
claffes  of  Applicants,  on  account  of  the  juft  and  reafonable  dis- 
tinctions which  His  Majcfty  wasgracioufly  pleafed  to  make,  have 
had  no  other  effe£l  than  that  of  increafing  the  public  difefteem 
towards  thofe  who  were  defirous  of  exciting  thofe  jealoufies. 
Some  of  the  Applicants  who  fall  under  the  third  Article  of  the 
Regulations  lately  communicated  to  the  Board,  have  already  pe- 
titioned the  Governor  for  the  Grants  of  the  Townfhips  they  have 
furveyed  preparatory  to  the  Settlements,  the  one  /m//"  thereof  up- 
on the  old  fees  and  the  other  half  upon  the  new  fees  conforma- 
bly to  the  Tenor  of  that  article  ;  fo  that  the  apprehenfions  of 
the  Committee  with  refpe^t  to  the  diffatisfaction  of  that  clafs  of 
the  Applicants,  are  without  foundation.  J3ut  even  were  any  of 
thofe  Applicants  difiatisfied  in  the  manner  the  Committee  would 
have  it  fiippofed,  fuch  circumftance  could  certainly  furnilh  no 
kind  of  reafon,  why  fo  much  as  fliall,  by  the  Regulations,  be 
grantable  upon  the  o'd  fees  ihould  not  be  immediately  granted  to 
thofe  who  have  been  fo  long  waiting  in  a  ftate  of  direful  fufpense 
and  inl'ecurity.  Neither  could  it  furnifli  any  kind  of  reafon  for 
further  delay  with  refpedl  to  granting  fuch  further  parts  as  fhall 
by  His  Majerty's  gracious  Regulations,  lately  communicated  to  the 
Board,  be  grantable  on  the  nexD  fees  to  thofe  of  the  Applicants 
who  are  fatisfied  therewith,  and  who  would  rather  pay  thofe  yidr 
dilional  fees  whereby  to  go  on  in  fecurity  with  the  Settlement  im- 
mediately, than  wait  longer  in  uncertainty  and  fufpenfe  ;  which 
is  in  fat51:  the  case  with  all  thofe  of  the  Applicants  falling  under 
the  third  and  fourth  Articles  of  the  Regulations,  whofe  views  are 
really  directed  to  the  actual  fettlement  and  cultivation  of  the 
Lands  they  petitioned  for,  conformably  to  the  gracious  intentions 
of  His  Majelly,  as  laid  down  in  His  Royal  InftrinStions.  The  pay- 
ment of  the  addiliortnl  feen^  being  optional  with  the  Applicants, 
can  neither  be  opprcflive  nor  injurious  to  any  ;  but  d^lay  mufl;  in- 
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fallibly  be  not  only  Injurious  and  opprefllve,  but  even  ruinous,  to 
thofe  of  the  Applicants  who  have  difpofed  of  their  property  elCe- 
vvhere,  preparatory  to  their  fettling  in  conformity  to  His  Majclly's 
gracious  intentions,  on  the  Lands  heretofore  promiled  thcai  in 
this  Province.  ..        .    .    ,  x     .  '".,',■     . 

Thofe  of  the  Applicants  who  are  not  farmers  by  profefllon,  and 
have  little  or  no  intention  to  put  themfelves  to  any  trouble  or  ex- 
pense towards  the  Settlement  and  Cultivation  of  the  Lands  they 
petitioned  for,  might  not  (and  probably  would  not)  be  injured  by 
any  delays  the  Commit^^ee  might  wifli  for  :  But  to  thofe  of  them 
who  are  farmers  by  profefllon,  and  who  have  prepared  themfelves 
for  the  immediate  Settlement  of  the  Land  conformably  to  His 
Majcfty's  Intentions,  dela//  and  rtti/i  nmil  be  terms  nearly  fyno- 
nimous. 

The  Governor  cannot  but  remark  the  difapprobatlon  which 
the  Committee  exprefs  in  regard  to  the  Terms  in  which  His  Ma- 
jefty's  Royal  and  gracious  intentions  refpe^ling  the  Granting 
of  the  Lands  are  conveyed  ;  nameiy  the  terms  "  ncttial  and  e)' 
frclual  SctffduaU"  of  the  Lands  fo  to  be  granted  :  nor  can  the 
Governor  fail  to  remark  the  difterence  between  the  ideas  which 
the  Committee  entertained  on  that  head  in  the  years  1792  and 
1793,  and  thofe  which  they  have  of  late  entertained.     -, 

In  the  years  1792  and  1793,  the  Applicants  from  the  late 
Colonies  (excluflve  of  thofe  who  might  be  denominated  mere 
Speculators,  and  who  had  no  view  to  the  aftual  Settlement  of  the 
Lands)  were  reprefented  to  be,  what  would  feem  unqueflionably 
natural,  compofed  in  a  very  conliderabte  meafure  of  two  dalles 
of  People,  which  in  all  Revolutions  of  Government,  ever  were, 
and  ever  will  be,  numerous  and  ref'peftable  ;  Theirs/  confifting 
of  people  whofe  hearts  and  affections  were  always  attached  to 
their  former  Sovereign  ;  and  the  second  confilling  of  people  who 
having  departed  for  a  time  from  their  former  allegiance,  became 
afterwards  induced  by  a  little  experience  to  confidcr  their  former 
fituation  preferable  to  their  new  one,  and  were  therefore  defirous 
of  returning  to  it  again.  These  (while  the  Lands  were  confider- 
ed  to  be  of  no  value)  were  represented  by  the  Committee  as  skil- 
ful and  indufl:rious  farmers,  who  would  be  as  it  were  a  gold  mine 
to  the  Province,  and  who  merited  every  encouragement  that 
could  be  given  them  to  come  in  and  fettle :  But  when  in  confe- 
quence  of  that  encouragement  they  had  so  come  in  and  fettled,  and 
when  by  the  exertions  of  their  "  ikill  and  induftry"  they  had  ren- 
dered the  Land  fomewhat  valuable,  their  charafters,  it  would  feem 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  had  become  fo  entirely  changed, 
as  to  amount  to  a  transformation  of  them  from  *<skilfui  and  induftri- 
ous  farmers,"  meriting  every  encouragement:  to  come  hi  and  fettle. 
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into  a  "  lawlefs  anJ  obtrusive  race"  mcritiiiff  only  to  be  driven 
out  as  it  were  witli  a  Tcourge.  This  w.uit  of"  conlillency  cannot 
but  be  exceedingly  unpleasant.  If  however,  the  Committee  now 
mean  only  to  exprof's  their  difipprobation  of  that  fyftem  of  irregu- 
larity in  bulincfs,  To  lon^;  purfued  in  tliis  Province,  by  which  the 
Settlements  were  carried  on  without  any  legal  titles  being  ilFucd 
for  the  Lniid,  the  Governor's  ideas  and  thole  of  the  Committee 
willib  far  coincide  :  Bur,  after  the  encouragement  that  has  been 
given  to  the  Applicantr.  by  the  Executive  Government  of  this 
ProvitKc  under  that  fyfteui,  nothing  can  now  put  an  end  to  that 
irregularity  excepting  only  the  ilTuing  of  the  legal  titles,  in  con- 
formity to  HisMajerty's  gracious  Regulations,  to  thole  who  have 
embarked  their  labour  and  property  therein. 

The  GoTcrnor  observes  what  the  Committee  mentioned  in  regard  to 
**  pledging  tlicmaelvcs  to  a  due  observance  of  tlic  spirit  of  the  Regula- 
**  tions**  hereafter  :  IJut  it  ought  to  be  observed  that  in  the  mean  time 
Ruin  stares  many  of  the  taithfnl  Applicants  in  the  face  :  IWsidcs,  what 
security  could  there  be,  after  what  we  have  already  Been,  that  such  a 
pledge  might  not  be  hereafter'*  considered  as  a  nulUttj  and  looked  upon 
as  a  dead  letter  /"*.  It  would  tend  infinitely  more  to  the  restoration  of 
the  H*)nour,the  Dignity,  and  the  good  faith,  of  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment in  this  Country,  that  the  old  promises  ahould  be  fultllled,  than  that; 
new  pledges  should  be  given,  which  could  in  no  degree  be  more  depend- 
ed on  than  those  that  were  given  before.  The  Governor  would  not 
however  have  the  smallest  objection  against  ♦♦  substituting  other  terms 
•*  for  ejfectual  Settlement  in  the  form  of  the  Regulation  to  be  made  pub- 
lic ;'*  provided  only  that  the  sense  be  llie  sauje  as  that  contained  in  the 
Regulations  he  has  received  by  order  of  His  Royal  Master,  and  lately 
commnnicatcd  to  the  Board. 

It  has  been  before  observed  that  the  ffth  article  of  the  Regulations 
(af  being  connected  with  the  second,  third  m^d  fourth  articles)  is  already 
confined  to  those  cases  where  labour  or  Property  has  been  actually  em- 
banked by  the  parties,  either  in  the  actual  Setilt-meni  and  Cultivation  of 
the  Laiid'^,  or  in  surveying  or  exploring  preparatory  thereto  :  This,  His 
Majesty  is  graciously  pleased  to  consider  as  a  Proof  of  the  sincerity  of 
the  intentionti  of  the  parties  to  proceed  in  the  business  conformably  to 
the  intent  and  meaning  of  His  Royal  Instructions,  s.o  far  as  to  entitle 
tFiem,  in  His  Royal  llenevolenCw',  to  (irants,  in  the  respective  degrees 
specified  in  the  Regulations  :  Thh  fifth  article  therefore,  can  admit  of 
no  tcmperarient  that  shall  confine  it  within  narrower  limits  (which  must 
evidently  be  the  temperament  alluded  to  by  the  Committee)  without 
bereaving  the  People  of  their  Property  so  embarked. 

This,  the  Governor  can  by  no  means  think  just,  and  even  could  he 
bring  himself  to  propose  such  a  thing,  he  does  not  believe  that  it  could 
produce  any  other  eifect,  than  that  of  rendering  him,  in  the  eyes  of  his 
upright,  just,  and  Royal  Master,  less  worthy  of  the  situation  with  which 
His  Majesty  has  been  graciously  pleased  to  honour  him,  than  His  Ma* 
er,ty  had  before  supposed. 
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19th.  Tlic  Ciovernor  has  already  informed  the  Board  that  the  whoU 
Mibjcct  haa  been  submitted  to  tl^e  coiiJtideraiidit  of  11  id  Majesty  and  hi* 
Ministers,  and  the  decision  has  been  comnuuiicated  to  the  Ikiutd  ;  Nei- 
ther have  any  actual  fuels,  nor  any  new  lighu  deduced  from  actual  facts, 
beyond  what  hi>ve  been  aheady   submitted,  been  either  ituted  by   tlie 
Committee,  or  received  from    any  other  quarter,  that  could  jubiily  the 
Governor  in  requesting  a  reconsideration  of    that  deci-.iou  ;  inoic  espe- 
cially as  the   Committer,  in  their  Report  of  the  20th  of  Juiii<  l.iSt,  so 
unhesitatingly  declare  that   they  consider  it  •'  to  be  sMJjxnentlif  liliralt* 
and  as  the  parties  concerned  (those  of  them  meaning  thai  have  seen  the 
Regulationii)  arc   gratefully  satisfied  therewith  ;  so   much  so  at  least, 
that  the  Governor  has  heard  of  no  intitance  where  the  parties  would  not 
infinitely  rather  pay  the  additional  fees  for  the  support  of  Government, 
than  wait  longer  in  ruinous  uncertainty  and  sutipense  :   If  there  should 
be  any  instances  of  that  sort,  the  parties  might  certainly  be  left  to  their 
own  option  in  that  rcsptct. 

if  the  Board  do  not  think  proper  to  advise  any  other  mot'e  for  making 
the  Regulations  more  speedily  and  generally  known  to  the  I'arliei  con- 
cerned, the  Parties  may  probably  content  themselves  with  that  mode 
which  His  Majesty  has  commanded,  by  having  recourse  to  Public  lie. 
cords  where  his  Majesty  hm  graciously  directed  His  Instructions  to  be 
entered  for  their  information  and  satisfaction. 

20lh.  The  'J8lh  Article  of  His  Majesty's  General  Instructions,  re- 
quires in  addition  to  any  other  notification  by  Proclamation  or  otherwise 
*'  that  all  Instructions  from  His  Majesty  relative  to  the  passing  (irantsof 
"  Lands  iu  conformity  to  the  Act  passed  in  tlie  thirty  first  year  of  Hu» 
"  Reign,  be  entered  upon  record  for  the  Information  and  Satisfaction  of 
«•  all  Parties  whatever  that  may  be  concerned  thereui." 

The  Regulations  received  through  His  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State 
in  conformity  to  His  Majesty's  special  Instruction  of  the  1.5ih  of  August 
1797,  com  Tunicaied  to  the  Board  on  the  11th  of  June  last,  are  certain- 
ly of  the    mo^t  essential  concern,  to  the  parties  therein  interested.     It 
would  therefore  be  disobedience  in  the  extreme,  were  they  not  entered 
upon  record  for  their  information  .md  satislaction.      Moreover,  were  the 
parties  not     >  have  free  access  to  I'l*  records  with  regard  to  the  Proceed- 
ings that  mi^ht  be  from  time  to      ae  had,  in  pursuance  of  His  Majesty's 
Royal  instruc    >ns,  their  having  fru  acceis  to  :he  Record  of  the  Instruc- 
tions, considei    i   by  itself,  could  bo  of  no  possible  use  to  them.     His 
Majesty's  gracious  commanui  in  that  respect  Wo  ild  iu  such  case  be  ren- 
dered a  mere  nullitt/. 

The  Governor  is  exceedingly  ^  ry  at  finding  the  opinions  of  the  Corrt. 
mittee  so  very  different  from  those  entertained  by  him.Klf  :  From  tfie 
manner  in  which  the  Committee  seem  to  consider  things,  it  may  rot  per- 
haps be  improper  to  inform  them  that  it  is  thr  (iovern^r's  duty  to  com- 
municate to  the  Council  certain  y>(jr/j  if  In-.  Instruciions,  together  wiiJi 
such  of  certain  other  parts  as  he  may  from  time  to  time  find  convenient 
for  His  Majesty's  Serv-  "to  be  imparted  :  Of  this  the  Governor  must  be 
the  judge  ;  TheGovein'.r  must  be  in  this  respect  his  own  Interpreter  of 
the  Instructions  he  re;  ives  from  Ilis  Royal  Master  :  'Ihe  Govenioi 
could  not  ^as  he  has  vo.j'ved  already)  consider  it  to  be  consistent  with 
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hf;i  duty,  to  refer  to  the  consideration  of  the  Committee,  whether  it  was 
proper  that  the  Commands  of  His  Royal  Mister  should  be  obeyed  :  He 
referred  only,  for  the  consideration  of  the  Committee,  what  might  be 
the  niost  ready  and  satisfactory  steps  to  be  taken,  for  rendering  obedi- 
ence to  those  commands  :  If  the  Committtee,  eirher  by  extending  into 
matters  which  the  Governor  may  not  consider  it  consiistent  with  his  Du- 
ty to  refer,  or  by  faking  positions  different  from  the  actual  facts,  shall 
thereupon  build  advice  which  the  Governor  may  not  consider  to  be  con- 
sistent with  his  duty  to  follow  ;  And  the  Committee  after  beuig  so  in- 
formed, shall  claim  to  have  that  advice  entered  upon  public  Record  ;  the 
Governor  can  by  no  means  consider  himself  blameable,  if  in  any  such 
instances  ihey  should  become  lessened  in  the  public  esteem  ;  however 
eorry  he  may  be  (and  sorry  he  really  is)  that  it  should  so  happen. 

Whatever  justification  the  Governor's  conduct  might  in  general  re- 
ceive, from  its  being  founded  on  the  advice  of  the  Council  ;  it  could  re- 
ceive no  degree  of  justification  therefrom,  in  cases  where,  from  the  Go- 
vernor's own  knowledge  of  the  actual  state  of  facts,  he  should  find  that 
advice  to  be  founded  on  a  mistake.  It  is  the  Governor's  duty  to  exa- 
mine, as  far  as  he  may  be  able, into  the  actual  state  of  facts  upon  which 
the  advice  he  receives  may  be  founded  :  Were  it  his  duty  (as  the  Com- 
mittee would  seem  to  imply)  to  follow  the  advice  of  the  Council  without 
any  consideration  on  his  own  part,  the  Governor  would  be  merely  a  Man 
cf  Straw  :  This,  he  would  wish  the  Committee  to  believe,  is  by  no 
means  the  case. 

The  Governor  cannot  suppose  it  possible  that  the  Committee  could 
eally  beli  eve,  that  the  Statements  made  in  the  report  now  on  the  Table 
iii  support  of  the  position  on  which  the  report  of  the  20th  of  June  last 
was  founded,  could  contribute  in  any  the  smallest  degree  towards  sup- 
porting that  position  :  The  Siatenients  likewise  made  by  the  Committee 
in  regard  to  the  number  of  Applicants  comprehended  in  the  returns  of 
the  Commissione'^,  in  pursuance  of  the  notification  from  the  Council- 
Office  of  the  17th  of  January  1795  :  their  Statement  of  tlie  quantity 
of  ungranted  Land  on  the  South  side  of  the  River  St.  Lawrence,  and 
many  other  parts  of  the  report  now  on  the  Table,  do  not  seem  to  tally 
so  exactly  with  that  attention  and  regard  wliich  the  Committee  are 
pleased  to  express  for  tb^  honour  and  interest  of  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, and  that  zeal  they  are  pleased  to  express  for  the  Credit  of  the  Go- 
vernor's administration,  as  might  be  wished.  However  justifiable  such 
statements  might  from  custom  be  considered,  when  ma^e  by  professional 
Gentlemen  in  support  of  a  bad  cause  between  parties  at  Law,  they  do 
not  seem  to  be  altogether  so,  from  a  Committee  of  His  Majesty's  Coun- 
cil, whose  duty  it  is  to  advise  the  Governor  according  to  the  best  of  their 
abilities,  for  the  Interest  and  Honour  of  His  Majesty's  Government.  If 
the  Committtee  did  not  really  know  before  hand  how  the  trutln  in  those 
cases  actually  stood,  they  had  not  the  smallest  occasion  to  mention  them, 
as  they  did  not  appertain  to  the  point  in  question  :  If  the  Committee 
felt  disposed  to  say  anything  thereon  for  the  purpose  of  giving  the  Go- 
vernor real  information,  any  one  of  the  Members  might,  in  a  very  few 
minutes,  have  satisfied  himbelf  so  far,  as  to  be  sufficiently  convinced  that 
those  Statements  were  entirely  erroneous. 
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The  Committee  coirplain  that  no  Governor  of  this  Province  had 
heretofore  paid  &o  little  regard  to  the  advice  of  the  Council,  as  was  paid 
to  (he  Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  SOth  June  last :  This  the  Go- 
vernor conceives  may  be  very  true  ;  but  the  Governor  believes  it  to  be 
equally  true,  that  no  Council  ever  before  built  their  advice  upon  so  great 
an  error  in  regard  to  actual  facts  :  These  circumstances  therefore  ba- 
lance one  another. 

Any  disesteem  which  the  Committee  may  labour  under  on  that  ac- 
count is  yet  retrievable  :  and  the  Governor  would  willingly  hope  that  it 
might  be  retrieved :  It  would  be  retrievec^  at  once,  by  acknowledging 
(what  every  body  knows  to  be  the  truth)  that  the  Report  of  the  20th 
of  June  last  was  founded  on  a  mistake  ;  and  by  giving  a  cheerful  assist- 
ance in  carrying  His  Majesty's  gracious  regulations  into  execution. 

It  is  infinitely  more  honourable  in  every  station  of  life  to  acknowledge 
an  Error  (all  Men  being  at  times  liable  thereto)  than  to  endeavour  to 
defend  it ;  should  the  Governor  at  any  time  fall  into  a  similar  error,  he 
would  only  desire  the  same  means  of  retrieving  it.  If  the  Committee 
shall  chuse  to  do  this,  all  will  yet  be  well ;  But  if  on  the  contrary,  they 
shall  persist  in  endeavouring  to  support  one  error  by  running  into  an  o- 
ther,  the  Governor  will  not  consider  himself  blameable  for  any  disesteem 
to  which  they  may  thereby  be  reduced  ;  nor  will  he  in  that  case  hold 
himself  answerable  that  such  Errors  may  not  become  exposed  to  the 
World. 


r.}:.J  . 


i  <  »    Km 


(Signed) 


.i:-^' 


R.  P. 


The  Governor  informs  the  Board  that  he  received  an  Address  from  the 
Committee,  containing  a  Complaint  against  Mr.  Cary,  acting  Clark  of 
the  Council,  conformably  to  the  Journal  annexed  to  the  Report.  And 
that  Mr.  Cary  had  expressed  his  readiness  to  make  an  Apology  on  the 
occasion  to  the  following  effect.  To  Wit.  "  That  the  offensive  parts 
*'  of  the  Letter  complained  of)  were  occasioned  entirely  by  the  uncom- 
"  mon  degi'ee  of  trouble  and  difficulty  that  was  (unnecessarily  as  he  con- 
((  ceived)  thrown  upon  him  j  which  greatly  interrupted  the  necessary  bu- 
<*  siness  then  on  hand  for  the  Governor  ;  and  that  he  (Mr,  Cary)  was 
"  sorry  that  the  offensive  parts  were  inserted.'* 

Under  all  the  Circumstances  of  the  case,  the  Governor  is  of  Opinion 
that  this  Apology  should  be  accepted  as  sufficient. 

And  the  Governor  would  willingly  hope  that  on  a  review  of  the  whole 
business,  all  disagreements  that  have  hitherto  taken  place  may  be  done 
away,  and  Unanimity  and  Concord  in  future  prevail,  both  between  the 
Governor  and  Council,  and  all  others  concerned. 
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A  true  Extract, 


(Signed) 
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Province  of  Lowef'Canada 
District  of——— 


■1 


■U/ 


On  the 
Chfrist  i — ■ 


day  of 


in  the  Year  of  our   Lord 
—  personally  came  and  appeared  before  us 


M.  Ni  and  P.  Q.  Public  Notaries,  duly  admitted  and  Sworn  as  such 

for  the  Province  of  Lower  Canada,  residing  in —  — .■■  ■  iu 

the  said  Province,  A.  B.  of   .  and  C.  D.  of  — — 

who,  in  the  presence  of  us  the  said  Nolaries,  did  and 


do  hereby  admit,  acknowledge  and  declare,  as  follows,  that  is  to  say, 
that  the  said  A.  B.  had,  at  great  expense  and  trouble,  obtained  a  War*> 
rant  of  Survey  for  himself  and  his  associates  of  a  certain  Tract  of  Land 
in  the  said  Province,  now  commonly  called  and  known  by  the  name  of 
Z.  and  is  still  liable  and  subject  to  the  payment  of  considerable  sums  of 
money  for  the  Survey  and  subdivision  of  the  said  Tract  of  Land,  and 
for  Fees  of  Office,  to  be  paid  previous  to  the  obtaining  of  Letters  Pa> 
tent  for  erecting  the  said  Tract  of  Land  into  a  Township,  and  granting 
the  same  to  him  the  said  A.  B.  and  his  associates ;  That  it  had  been  a- 
greed  by  and  between  them  the  said  A.  B.  and  C.  D.  that  the  said  A. 
B.  should,  on  his  part,  at  his  own  proper  cost  and  charge,  obtain  the  said 
Letters  Patent,  and  also  cause  to  be  inserted  therein,  as  one  of  the 
Grantees,  the  said  C.  D.  and  that,  in  consequence  of  the  said  premises, 
the  said  C.  D.  on  his  part,  upon  being  inserted  in  the  said  Letters  Pa> 
tent,  as  one  of  the  Grantees  of  the  Land  thereby  granted,  after  the  is- 
suing of  the  said  Letters  Patent,  and  upon  the  first  demand  of  the  said 
A.  B>  shculd  convey  unto  the  said  A.  B.  and  his  Heirs,  all  and  singu- 
lar the  Lot  and  Lots,  Parcel  and  Parcels  of  Land,  which  shall  be  grant* 
ed  unto  him  the  said  G.  Di  by  the  said  Letters  Patent,  save  and  except 
one  Lot  of  the  contents  of  two  hundred  Acres,  to  be  chosen  and  selected 
by  him  the  said  C.  D.  out  of  and  from  among  the  several  Lots  and  Par- 
cels of  Land,  which  shall  be  so  as  aforesaid  to  hitn  granted  ;  which  Lot 
so  chosen  and  selected  shall  be  and  remain  the  proper  Estate  of  him,  the 
said  C.  D.  his  Heirs  and  Assigns  for  ever. 

And  in  order  to  czrty  into  effect  their  several  agreements  above  menti- 
oned, the  said  A.  B.  and  C.  D.  in  the  presence  of  us  the  said  Notaries, 
did,  and  hereby  do  covenant,  promise,  and  agree  to  and  with  each  other, 
in  manner  following,  that  is  to  say,  the  said  A.  Bi  on  his  part,  for  him- 
self, his  Heirs,  Executors,  Curators,  Administrators  and  Assigns  did 
and  hereby  doth  covenant,  promise  and  agree  to  and  with  the  said  C.  Dm 
his  Heirs,  Executors,  Curators,  Administrators  and  Assigns,  that  he  will 
at  his  own  proper  cost  and  charge  sue  out  and  obtain  Letters  Patent, 
erecting  the  abovementioned  Tract  of  Land  into  a  Township  ;  and  will 
cause  to  be  inserted  therein  the  name  of  the  said  C*  D.  as  one  of  the 
Grantees  of  the  said  Tract  of  Land,  for  a  certain  portion  thereof,  not 
less  than  twohunured  acres. 
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And  the  said  C.  D.  on  his  part,  in  consideration  of  the  trouble  and 
expense  already  sustained  by  the  said  A.  B  in  and  about  the  abovemen- 
tioned  Tract  of  Land,  and  also  in  consideration  of  the  aforesaid  Covenant 
and  Agreement  so  as  aforesaid  made  and  entered  into  by  the  said  A.  B. 
for  himself,  his  Heirs,  Executors,  Curators,  Administrators  and  Assigns, 
did,  and  hereby  doth  covenant,  promise  and  agree  to  and  with  the  said 
A.  B.  his  Heirs,  Execntors,  Curators,  Administrators  and  Assigns 
that,  after  the  said  Letters  Patent  shall  have  issued  (if  he  the  said  C.  D. 
be  included  therein  as  a  Grantee  for  any  quantity  of  Land  exceeding  tW3 
hundred  acres)  he  the  said  C.  D .  will  upon  the  first  demand  made  unto 
him  by  the  said  A.  B.  by  good  and  sufficient  conveyances  in  Law,  con- 
vey and  assure  unto  the  said  A.  B.  and  his  Heirs,  or  unto  such  Person 
as  he  the  said  A.  B.  sha'l  appoint,  all  and  singular  the  Lot  and  Lots, 
Parcel  and  Parcels  of  Land,  which  shall  be  granted  unto  him  by  the 
Sviid  Letters  Patent  save  and  except  one  Lot  of  two  hundred  acres,  which 
he  the  said  C.  D.  his  Heirs,  Executors,  Curators,  Administratorn  or 
Assigns,  on  such  demand  of  the  said  A.  T>.  will  forthwith  choose  and 
select  and  which  Lot  so  chosen  and  selected,  it  was  by  the  said  Parties* 
in  the  presence  of  us  the  said  Notaries,  and  hereby  is  agreed,  shall  be 
and  remain  the  proper  Estate  of  him  the  said  C.  D.  his  Heirs  and  As- 
signs for  ever. 

And,  for  the  due  performance  of  thf  Covenants,  Promises,  and  agree- 
ments above  mentioned,  and  every  of  them,  the  said  A.  B.  and  C.  D. 
for  themselves  respectively,  and  for  their  and  each  of  their  Heirs,  Execuv 
tors,  Curators,  Administrators  and  Assigns,  respectively,  in  the  pre* 
sence  of  us  the  said  Notaries,  did,  and  do  hereby  further  covenant,  pro- 
mise and  agree  to  and  with  each  other,  that  if  either  of  them  the  said  A< 
B.  or  C.  D.  or  either  of  their  Heirs,  Executors,  Curators,  Administrators 
or  Assigns  shall  make  default  in  any  manner  or  way  in  performing  the 
above  mentioned  Covenants  by  them,  or  either  of  them  respectively  to 
be  performed,  the  Par'.y,  his  Heirs,  Executors,  Curators,  Administra- 
tors or  Assigns,  so  making  default,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  unto  the  other, 
his    Heirs,   Executors,  Curators,  Administrators  or    Assigns,   the  sum 


of 
da 


which  said  sum  ot 


current  money  of  the  said  Province  cf  Lower-Cana- 


in  the 


presence  of  us  the  said 
the  said  A.  B.  and  C.  D.  did,  and  do  hereby  declare,  is  not 


Notaries 

by  them  meant  or  intended  to  be  Comminatoryt  but  is  by  them  meant 
and  intended  to  bean  **  obligation  alternative  t*'  to  be  recovered  against 
and  paid  by  the  Party  making  such  default,  as  aforesaid,  to  the  other, 
wholly  and  entirely  without  any  deduction  whatever.  And  therefore, 
in  the  presence  of  us  the  said  Notaries,  the  said  Parties  to  these  Presents 
lastly  did,  and  hereby  do  severalty  and  respectively,  each  to  the  other, 
bind  and  uLlige  themselves,  their  Heirs,  Executors,  Curators,  Adminis- 
trators and  Assigns,  severally  and  respectively,  in  case  of  such  default, 
as  aforesaid,  to  the  payment  of  the  said  sum  of — — .  in  man- 
ner aforesaid,  wholly  and  entirely  without  any  deduction  whatever  j  And 
for  securing  such  payment  did,  and  do  hereby  severally  and  respective- 
ly bind,  mortgage  and  hypothecate  all  and  every  their  Property  and  Es- 
tates, real  and  personal,  moveable  and  inmoveable,  acquired  and  to  be 
acquired.                                         q  2 
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And  for  the  execution  of  thcRc   Presents,  the  said   Partie?  there' o, 

have,  respectively  made  election  of  their  donnicile  at  the  Office  of  M.  N. 

one  of  the  subscribing  Notaries,   in  the  City  of       -  afore- 

Eaid. 

.  Thus  done  and  passed  in  the  City  of  -    —         ..■  in   the  Province 


of  Lower  Canada,  in  the  Office  of  M*  N.  one  of  the  subscribing  Noia- 
tries,  the  day  and  year  first  above  written,  and  the  said  parties  nave  to 
these  presents  set  and  subscribed  their  names  in  presence  ot  the  said  No- 
raries,  on  the  same  being  first  duly  read. 

5  C.  D.  : 


u      P.  Q.  Not.  Pub. 

Whereas  C.  D.  of  • 
the  Township  of  Z, 


■  ■'  one  of 
and  being 


A.  B. 

M.  N.  Not.  Pub. 


the  Associates  *n 
the  District    of 


situate,  lying  and  Demg  in 
— — —  in  the  Province  of  Lower  Canada,  hath  by  a  pre. 
vious  Act  or  deed  for  certain  causes  and  considerations  him  thereunto 
moving,  relinquished  his  proportion  of  Lands  in  the  said  Township,  one 
sixth  part  excepted. 

And  Whereas  A.  B.  of ,—- -— in  the  Province  of  Low- 
er-Canada aforesaid,  doth  in  addition  to  his  other  charges  and  burthens 
on  account  of  the  said  Township  undertake  at  his  own  and  proper  charge 
and  expense,  to  cause  a  Road  to  be  cut  from  the  Parish  of  S.  to  the  said 
Township  of  Z.  Now  Know  all  Men  that  the  saidC.  D«  in  consideration 
of  the  above  undertakingon  the  part  of  the  said  A.  B.  doth  hereby  bind  and 
oblige  himself,  his  Heirs,  Executors,  Administrators  and  Assigns  to 
clear  of  his  remaining  portion  of  Land  in  the  Township  aforesaid,  two 
acres  yearly  for  three  successive  yearSj  the  first  year  to  commence  from 
the  date  of  the  Patent  for  the  said  Township  of  Z.  Also  within  the 
first  year  aforesaid,  to  build  and  construct  on  the  said  remaining  portion 
of  Land  a  House  and  Grange.  On  failure  of  which  or  either  ot  the 
said  conditions  the  said  remaining  portion  of  Land  to  become  forfeit  to 
the  said  A.  B. 

Further  in  case  the  said  C.  D.  should  at  any  time  be  inclined  to  dis- 
pose of  the  said  remaining  portion  of  Land,  he  hereby  also  binds  him- 
self, his  Heirs,  Executors,  Administrators  and  A  ssigns  to  make  the  first 
offer  thereof  to  the  said  A.  B.  on  failure  of  which  the  Land  to  become 
liable  to  the  forfeitures  aforesaid.     In  Witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto 

set  my  Hand  and   Seal,  at  — this — '    '— "  day 

of  — — ^ — . '.        in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  — — —  hun- 


dred and  ■ 
ty*8  Reign. 

Signed  and  Sealed   1 
in  the  presence  of  J 

'•     P.  Q.  Not.  Pub. 
M.  N.  Not.  Pub. 


and  in  the 


(L.  s.) 


iTear  of  His  Majes- 
C.  D. 


{->  -'^i.*:. 


f^^ijil  .  '  i(  .■j-'  i 


t 
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Pl-ovince  of  Lower-Canada, 


Diftrict  of 
On  the  — 


to  wit 


It.  5 


Chrift,  one  thoufand- 


day  of 


in  the  year  or  our  Lord 

hundred  and  Before  us 


M.  N.  and  P.  Q.  Public  Notaries  duly  admitted  and  fworn  for 

the  Province  of  Lower-Canada,  refiding  in  the in   the 

faid  Province,  perfonally  came  and  appeared  A.  B.  of  the 

'■■  of  the  one  part  and  C.   D. of of  the 

other  part,  who  in  the  prefence  of  us  the  said  Notaries, 
did,  and  do  hereby  respeftively  declare,  acknowledge  and  admit 
as  follows,  that  is  to  fay.  That  by  a  certain  agreement  between 
them  the  faid  A.  B.  and  the  said  C.  D,  duly  made  and  executed 

at aforefaid,  the day   of now    laft 

paft,  before  the  aforefaid  M.  N.  and  P.  Q.  Notaries,  and  bearing 
date  the  fame  day  and  year,  in  confideration  of  the  trouble   and 
expense  tatn  already  fuftained  by  the  faid  A.  B.  in  and  about  a 
certain  traft  of  Land  in  the  faid  agreement  mentioned,  and  that 
the  faid  A.  B.  iu  and  by  the  faid  agreement,  did  covenant,  pro- 
mife  and  agree  to  and  with  the  faid  C.  D.  that  he,  the  faid  A.  B, 
would  at  his  proper  coft  and  charge  fue  out  and  obtain  Letters 
Patent  ere£ting  the   faid  tradt  of  Land    in   the  faid  agreement 
mentioned,  into  a  Townlhip,  and   would  caufe  the  name  ot  the 
faid  C.  D.  to  be  inferted  in  the  faid  Letters  Patent  as  one  of  the 
Grantees  of  the  said  traft  of  Land  for  a  portion  thereof  not  lefs 
than  two  hundred  acres  ;  the  faid  C.  D.  did,  in  and  by  the  faid 
agreement,  covenant,  promife  and  agree  to  and  with  the  faid  A.  B. 
that  after  the  faid  Letters  Patent  ftiould  be  iflued,  if  the  faidC.  D. 
fhould  be  included  therein  as  a  Grantee  for  any  quantity  of  Land 
exceeding  two  hundred  acres,  he  the  laid  C.  D.  would  upon  the 
firft  demand  made  unto  him  by  the  faid  A.  B,  by  a  good  and  fuf- 
ficient  conveyance  in  Law,  convey  and  aflure  unto  the  faid  A.  B. 
and  his  Heirs  for  ever,  or  unto  fuch  perfon  as  he  fhould  appoint, 
all  and  ilngular  the  Lot  and  Lets,  parcel   and    parcels  of  Land, 
which  fhould  be  granted  unto  him  the  laid  C.  D.  by  the  faid  Let- 
ters Patent,  fave  and  except  one  Lot  of  two  hundred  acres  which 
he  the   faid   C.  D.  on  fuch  demand   of  the  faid  A.  B.  would 
forthwith  choofe  and  fele£l  ;  to  have  and  to  hold  the  faid  Lot  fo 
chofen  and  felefted  unto  him  the  faid  C.  D.  and  to  his  Heirs  and 
Affigns  for  ever  as  andfor   his  and  their  proper  eflate.     That  he 
the  faid  A.  B.  had  in  every  refpeit  fnltilled,  performed  and  ac* 
complifhed,  all  the  undertakings,  conditions,  promifes,  covenants 
and  engagements  in  the  faid  last  mentioned  agreement  contained, 
and  which  on  his  part  were  to  have  been  performed,  fulfilled  or 
accomplifhed  }  and  more  particularly,  that  the  faid  A.  B.  had,  at 
his  own  proper  coft  and  clu^rge,  fued  out  and  obtained  certain-  Letv 
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ters  Patent,  duly  made  and  pafTed  under  the  Great  iSeal  of  the 
faid  Province  of  Lower-Canada,  and  bearing  date  at  '»he  Caftle 

of  Saint  Lewis,  in  the  City  of  Quebec,  the .. 

-^ day  of  this  prefcnt  month  of .  whereby 

liis  Majesty  had  been  moft  gracioufly  pleafed  to  ereft  the  traft 
of  Lmd  in  the  aforefaid  agreement  mentioned,  into  a  Townfhip 
to  be  called  and  known  by  the  name  of  the  Townlhip  of  Z,  and 
to  grant  unto  the  faid  A.  B.  and  to  him  the  faid  C.  D.  and  to 
the  other  feveral  Grantees  in  the  faid  Letters  Patent  named,  and 
unto  their  znd  each  of  their  Heirs  and  Affigns  for  ever,  five  fe- 
venths  of  the  faid  Townfliip  of  Z,  in  the  faid  Letters  Patent  par- 
ticularly fet  forth  and  defcribed,  to  have  and  to  hold  one  full  and 
equal  forty  fourth  part  of  the  tradt  of  Land  and  premifes  by  the 
faid  Letterj  Patent  granted  (the  fame  into  forty  four  equal  parts 
being  divided)  and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof,  with  their  and 
every  of  their  appurtenances,  except  as  in  the  faid  Letters  Pa- 
tent is  excepted,  unto  each  of  them  the  faid  Grantees  and  unto 
their  Heirs  and  Afiigns  refpt"<5live'y  to  their  only  proper  and  fepa- 
rate  ufe  and  behoof,  respe(Si:ively,  forever,  as  tenants  in  common, 
and  not  as  joint  tenants,  in  free  and  common  foccage.  All  which, 
recourfe  being  had  to  the  faid  Letters  Patent,  will  more  fully  and 
at  large  appear. 

That  by  a  certain  Deed  or  Act  of  Partition  duly  made  and  exe- 
cuted by  and  between  the  faid  Grantees  in  the  faid  Letters  Pa- 
tent named  at  the  faid of before  Mr.  M.  N. 

and  his  confrere  Notaries,  on  the  . day  of        '    ■■   ■ 


a  partition  of  the  faid  undivided  five  fevcnth  parts  of  the 

faid  Townlhip  of  Z.  fo  as  aforefaid  granted,  was  in  due  form  of 
Law  made  and  perfefted  by  and  between  them  the  feveral  Gran- 
tees in  the  said  Letters  Patent  named,  and  that,  by  virtue  of  the 
faid  Deed  or  Act  of  Partition,  he  the  faid  C.  D.  was  now  the  on- 
ly owner  and  proprietor  of  ihe  feveral  Lots,  parts  and  parcels  of 
the  faid  Townlhip  of  Z.  herein  after  mentioned,  that  is  to  fay,  of 

the  Lots,  numbers ' ■    '  • 

to  have  and  to  hold  the  faid  laft  mentioned  Lots  of  which  the 
faid  C.  D.  is  fo  as  aforefaid  lawful  owner  and  proprietor,  unto 
him  the  faid  C.  D.  and  unto  his  Heirs  and  Affigns  in  feveralty,  to 
and  for  his  and  their  own  ufe  and  benefit  for  ever,  fubject,  never- 
thelefs,  to  the  terms  and  conditions,  provifos,  limitations,  reftric- 
lions,  and  refervations,  in  the  faid  Letters  Patent  fet  forth  and 
contained.  All  which,  recourfe  being  had  to  the  faid  Deed  of 
Partition,  will  more  fully  and  at  large  appear. 

That  therefore  in  purfuanre  of  the  above  mentioned  agreement 

of  the  faid  — — —  day  of now  laft  part,  the  faid  C.  D. 

had  chofen  and  felected  and  in  the  prefence  of  us  the  faid  Nota- 
ries the  faid  C.  D.  did  and  doth  hereby  choofe  and  feleft  out  of, 
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from  and  nmong  the  Hiid  Lots  of  Land  Co  as  aforcfild  to  him  af- 
iigned    by  the  aforefaid  Deed  or  Act  of  Partition,  the  Lot  No. 

.      containing  two  hundred  acres,  to  be  and  lemaitx 

the  propur  Eftate  of  him  the  faid  C.  D.  and  of  his  Heirs  and  Af- 
ligns  for  ever  ;  and  in  further  purfuance  of  the  faid  laft  mention- 
ed agreement,  he  the  faid  C.  D.  in  the  prel'ence  of  us  the  faid 
Notaries,  did  and  doth  hereby  declare  his  intentions  forthwith  to 
convey  and  afllgn  unto  the  faid  A.  B  the  fevcral  remaining  Lots 
fo  as  aforefaid  to  him  afligned  by  the  faid  Deed  or  Act  of  Parti- 
tion, that  is  to  fay  the  faid  JjOts  Numbers 

■  ■  ■  in  the  faid  Townihip  of  Z«    •  -  .   ..,, 

And  therefore  in  the  prefence  of  us  the  faid  Notaries,  the  said 
C.  D.  in  confidwTation  that  the  faid  A.  B.  has  in  every  refpect 
fulfilled,  performed  and  accompliflied  all  the  undertakings,  con- 
ditions, promifes,  covenants  and  engagements  in  the  faid  agree- 
ment of  the  faid  ■  ■  day  of  contained,  which  on  his 
part  were  to  have  been  performed,  fulfilled  or  accomplilhed,  and 
more  particularly  in  confideration  that  he  the  faid  A.  B.  at  his 
own  proper  coft  and  charge  fued  out  and  obtained  Letters  Patent 
erecting  the  tract  of  Land  in  the  faid  agreement  aforefaid  menti- 
oned into  a  Townfhip,  and  has  caufed  to  be  inferted  in  the  faid 
Letters  Patent  the  name  of  the  faid  C.  D.  as  one  of  the  Grantees 
of  the  faid  tract  of  Land  for  a  portion  thereof  exceeding  two  hun- 
dred acre<i,  and  in  confideration  of  the  great  trouble  and  expenfe 
fuftained  by  the  faid  A.  B.  in  the  premifes  and  in  the  further  con- 
fideration of ftiillings  to   him    the  faid  C.  D.  in   hand,  in 

the  prefence  of  us  the  faid  Notaries,  paid  by  the  (liid  A.  B.  to 
him  the  faid  C.  D.  (the  receipt  whereof  the  faid  C.  D.  doth  here- 
by acknowledge)  the  said  C.  D.  did  and  doth  hereby  grant,  bar- 
gain, fell  >   alien,  convey  and  confirm  unto  the  faid  A.  B.  and  to 

his  Heirs  and  Affigns  for  ever  the  Lets  Nos. ■ 

— —* — with  their  and  every  of  their  appurtenances,  and 

alfo  all  and  every  the  Eftate  and  Eftates,  property,  rights,  titles, 
interefts,  claims  and  demands  whatfoever  of  him  the  faid  C.  D. 
of,  in,  to  or  out  of  the  faid  Lots  of  Land  and  premifes  hereby 
granted,  bargained  and  fold,  or  intended  fo  to  be  and  every  part 
thereof,  to  have  and  to  hold  the  faid  Lots  of  Land  and  all  other 
the  premifes  hereby  granted,  bargained  and  fold,  or  mentioned 
or  intended  to  be  hereby  granted,  bargained  and  fold,  and  every 
part  and  parcel  thereof,  wuh  their  and  every  of  their  appurtenan- 
ces unto  the  faid  A.  B.  his  Heirs  and  Affigns  for  ever,  to  the 
only  proper  ufe  and  behoof  of  him  the  faid  A.  B.  his  Heirs  and 
Affigns  for  ever,  fubject  neverthelefs,  to  the  terms  and  conditi- 
ons, provifos,  limitations,  reftrictions  and  reservations  in  the  a- 
forefaid  Letters  Patent  fet  forth  and  contained. 
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And  he  the  faid  C.  D.  in  the  prcience  of  us  the  faid  NotaricF, 
fur  himlelf  and  his  Heirs,  Executors  and  Curators  and  Adminis- 
trators, did  and  doth  hereby  promiie  and  grant  to  and  with  the 
iaid  A.  D.  his  Heirs  Executors,  Curators,  AdminiArators  and 
AHigns,  that  he  the  faid  C.  D.  and  his  Heirs  the  Hiid  Lots  of 
Land  and  all  fingular  other  the  premifes  herein  before  mentioned 
to  be  hereby  granted,  bargained  and  fold  and  every  part  and  par- 
cel thereof,  with  their  and  every  of  their  appurtenancvs,  unto  the 
faid  A.  B.  and  unto  his  Heirs  and  Afligns  for  ever,  againd  him 
the  faid  C.  D.  and  his  Heirs  and  againft  all  and  every  other  per- 
fon  or  perfons  whatfocver  Ihall  and  will  warrant  and  ever  defend 
by  thele  prefents.  ., 

And  the  faid  C.  D.  in  the  prefence  of  us  the  faid  Notaries, 
for  himfclf,  his  Heirs,  Executors,  Curators  and  AdminiArators, 
and  each  and  every  of  them  did  and  doth  hereby  promife,  co- 
venant and  grant  to  and  with  the  faid  A.  B.  his  Heirs,  Executors, 
Curators,  Administrators  and  Alllgns  and  to  and  with  each  and 
every  of  them,  that  he  the  faid  C.  D.  his  Heirs  and  Afiigns  and 
all  and  every  other  perfon  or  perfons  and  his  and  their  Heirs 
having  or  claiming  any  Eilate,  title  or  interefl  of,  in,  or  to,  the 
faid  Lots  of  Land  and  premiles  hereby  granted,  bargained  and 
fold,  or  mentioned  io  to  be,  or  of,  in  or  to  any  part  or  parcel 
thereof,  (hall  and  will  from  time  to  time  and  at  all  times  hereaf- 
ter upon  the  reafonable  requeO;  and  at  the  coft  and  charges  in  the 
Law  of  the  faid  A.  B.  his  Heirs,  Executors,  Curators,  Adminif- 
trators  or  Afligns,  or  fonie  one  of  them,  make,  do  and  execute 
or  caufe  to  be  made,  done  and  executed  all  and  every  fuch  fur- 
ther and  other  lawful  and  reafonable  Act  and  Acts,  thing  and 
things,  devife  and  devifes,  aiTurance  and  dfTurances,  conveyance 
and  conveyances,  in  the  Law  whatsoever,  for  the  further,  better, 
and  more  perfect  granting,  conveying  and  aiTuring  unto  the  faid 
A.  B.  and  to  his  Heirs  and  Afligns  for  ever,  the  faid  Lots  of 
Land  and  premifes  hereby  granted,  bargained  and  ibid,  or  uienti- 
oned  to  be  granted,  bargained  and  fold>  with  their  and  each  and 
every  of  their  appurtenances,  as  by  the  faid  A.  B.  his  Heirs  or 
Afligns  or  Any  of  them  fhall  be  ieafonably  devifed,  advifed  or 
required. 
;.    Thus  done  and  paffed  the  day  and  year  firft  above  written  at 

'    ■ — ■  ■     ■ in  the  office  of  M.  N.  one  of  the  fubfcribing 

Notaries,  the  aforefaid  parties  having  to  these  prefents  firft  duly 
read  according  to  Law  in  the  prefence  and  hearing  of  them  the 
faid  parties  and  of  us  the  Notaries  fet  and  fubfcribed  their  names 
in  the  prefence  of  us  the  faid  Notaries,  who  have  alfo  hereunto 
fet  and  fubfcribed  our  names  aad  fignatt^res  in  faith  and  teftimony 
oi  tne  premiles*     >,i   w  »»  «ijv*j^'«-*^*.r.' ,«».ivrjv.<ii«.*fii  »    v**    ■LI* 


■),t      w    )i    r.itwtJiin.iijt  :'f  f^i.iVtj'<:iiiW:i    ^ 


P.  Q.  Not.  Pub. 


vn'o  t;Ci/>d7-»ot 


A.    B. 

M.  N.  Not.  Pub. 
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Copy  of  the  Table  of  Fees  eftabliflied  by  order  of  the  Governor 
in  Council,  on  the  l-th  December,  1797,  to  be  taken  upon 
Grants  of  the  Walle  Lands  of  the  Crown.  "^  ^'.  *  '•' 

"^         '        Per  Thowfand  Acre«. 
The  Governor,  -  •  '    ' 

Attorney  General,  -     • 

Surveyor  General, 

Secretary  of  the  Province, 

Clerk  of  the  Council, 

Auditor,  •  ^ 

Regifter,  •  • 


/    1   1 


Certified, 
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The  following  Queries  were  sent  to  different  perfons  refiding  in 
the  Townfhips,  whofe  anfvrers  will  be  found  immediately  fol- 
lowing : 


ifi //{,'■•  • 


'  jjH  .i»'; 


1.  Have  you  refided  for  any  and  what  length  of  time,  in  the 
Townfliip  of ^—  in  the  Diftrift  of ? 

2.  Have  you  caufed  to  be  cleared  and  enclofed  any  and  what 
quantity  of  land,  and  at  What  price  and  where  ? 

3  What  is  the  quantity  of  Stock  in  your  pofselsion,  and  have 
you  eredted  any  and  what  buildings  upon  the  faid  land,  and  of 
what  value?  ^    .u  < 

4'.  Have  you  paffed  through  any  and  what  Townfliips,  and 
what  is  the  extent  of  the  cleared  lands  in  the  fame  and  the  popu- 
lation thereof  refpeftively,  and  are  there  any  and  what  Townfliips 
on  the  fouth  fliore  in  which  there  are  no  clearings  or  fettlements  ? 

6.  What  is  the  ftate  of  the  roads  in  the  faid  Townfhips,  and 
ate  there  any  and  what  caufes  which  ferve  to  advance  or  retard 
the  improvement  of  the  Internal  Communications  of  the  faid 
Townfhips  ? 

*  6.  Are  there  any  and  what  number  of  persons  in  the  faid 
Townfhips,  who  have  fettled  upon  and  improved  Wafte  Lands 
of  the  Crown  in  the  fame,  which  faid  Lands  have,  fince  the  faid 
Settlement,  been  granted  by  Patent  under  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
Province,  to  other  individuals,  and  what  is  the  number  of  the 
faid  Sectlersy  Mid  to  what  bufinefs,  profefllon  or  occupation  were 
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they  educated,  and  what  generally  were  the  places  of  rcfidence, 
profeflions  or  occupations  of  the  Grantees  of  the  Crown,  and 
have  these  latter  made  or  attempted  to  make  any  fcttlemcnt  or 
fettlements  upon  the  fame  ? 

7,  What  are  the  caufcs  which  in  your  eftimatlon  have  contri- 
buted to  advance  or  retard  the  Settlement  of  the  said  Townfhips, 
and  the  profperity  of  the  fame  ? 

8.  What  is  the  distribution  of  the  faid  Lands — are  they  gene- 
rally dirtributed  equally  or  otherwife,  and  what  is  the  ulual  Cue 
and  dimenfions  of  the  farms  in  the  laid  Townfhips  ? 


Mr.  Chs.  Kilborn. 

1.  i  have  refided  in  theTownfhip  of  Stanftead,  ih  the  Diftirft 
of  Montreal,  about  twenty  years. 

2.  I  am  now  proprietor  of  Lots  numbers  one  in  the  eighth  and 
ninth  ranges,  containing  together  four  hundred  acres,  on  which 
I  have  cleared  and  enclosed  about  one  hundred — ^The  cofts  of 
clearing  and  enclofing  is  about  three  pounds  per  acre. 

3d.  I  pofTefs  upwards  of  two  hundred  head  of  cattle,  (inclu- 
ding Sheep)  and  have  eredlcd  on  my  farm  three  Dwelling-Houses, 
two  fiarns,  a  Grift-Mill,  Saw-Mill,  FuUing-Mill,  Carding-Ma- 
chine,  and  other  buildings,  which  are  now  worth  but  about  fe- 
ven  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  but  have  coft  me  upwards  of  fifteen 
hundred — There  are  alio  many  other  persons  in  this  Townfhip 
whofe  farms  are  more  improved,  have  greater  numbers  of  cattle^ 
and  whofe  buildings  are  far  more  valuable  than  my  own. 

4.  Since  my  refidence  in  this  part  of  the  country  I  have  had 
occafion  to  pafs  through  rooft  of  the  Eaftern  Townfliips,  particu- 
larly through  thofe  between  Stanftead  and  Montreal,  viz  :  Bol- 
ton, Brome,  Farnham,  Granby,  Stukely  and  ShefFord }  alfo 
through  Barnfton,  Hatley,  Compton,  Ascott  and  Shipton  on  the 
St  Francis  River. — The  Townflaip  of  Stanftead  contains  about 
three  hundred  and  fifty  Lots,  containing  each  two  hundred  acres, 
on  which  there  are  now  fettled  (at  least)  five  hundred  families, 
and  contains  a  population  of  about  three  thoufand  inhabitants, 
I^atley,  Barnfton,  Compton,  Afcott,  Eaton,  Shipton  and  Mel- 
bburne  are  alfo  thick  fettled,  though  not  quite  fo  much  as  Stans- 
tead. 

With  refpeft  to  the  cleared  lands  and  population  of  the  refpefl- 
ive  Townfhips,  it  is  difi[icult  to  ftate  it  correctly,  but  it  is  suppofed 
that  they  contain  altogether  upwards  of  three  thoufand  five  hun- 
dred families,  who  have  (on  an  average)  about  forty  acres  each» 
under  cultivation,  and  form  a  population  of  twenty-five  thoufand 
nhabitants.    yj -.^  iq  S-^ohoc  uJv}.  m  un^ 
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5.  The  roads  throiij;li  the  Townflilp?  are  generally  in  a  very 
bad  ftate — that  from  Shipton  to  Ascott  is  the  only  road  practica- 
ble for  wh«el  carriages,  there  are  roads  leading  through  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  Townfhip  ,  and  in  many  directions,  but  thele 
have  been  opened  by  those  who  were  in  ablblute  want  of  them, 
and  confequently  are  merely  kept  in  a  ftate  to  admit  pafling  and 
re-pafling  with  Ox  Teams — The  Road  A£t  not  being  applicable 
to  the  Townfhips,  owing  to  the  quantity  of  unfettled  land,  and 
the  number  of  Crown  and  Clergy  Relerves,  there  are  no  means 
of  compelling  the  inhabitants  to  contribute  in  any  manner  to  the 
opening  and  repairing  the  roads;  conftqucntly  each  perfon  contri- 
butes that  (hare  of  labour  only,  which  he  conceives  to  be  necefsary 
for  his  own  private  intereft,  and  the  interefts  of  individuals  re(i- 
ding  in  different  parts  of  a  Townfliip  differ  fo  much,  that  with- 
out iome  law  is  enacted  to  compel  the  inhabitants  to  contribute 
their  quota  of  labour  and  expenfe  to  the  opening  and  repairing  of 
roads  to  the  principal  market  Towns,  and  fubjedt  them  to  cer- 
tain regulations  tending  to  pnite  the  exertions  of  all,  there  is  lit- 
tle proijpedl:  of  improving  the  internal  communications  through 
thefe  Townfliips,  and  it  is  principally  owing  to  the  want  jf  thel'e, 
that  their  improvements  have  been  lb  long  retarded. 

6.  There  are  between  (ixty  and  leventy  Families  who  have  fet- 
tled and  improved  wafte  lands  of  the  Crown,  in  the  Tov«rnfhip  of 
Stanftead,  which  lands  have  lince  been  granted  to  the  late  Sir 
Robert  Shore  Milnes,  who  did  not  to  my  knowledge  attempt  to 
to  make  any  fettlement  on  them — The  Settlers  alluded  to  were 
generally  farmers. 

7.  With  regard  to  the  causes  which  have  contributed  to 
retard  the  fettlement  and  profperuy  of  the  Townfliips,  it  is 
impoffible  for  a  perfon  who  is  not  perfonally  acquainted  with 
thepi,  to  become  informed  of  the  true  ftate  of  the  country,  and 
it  is  equally  impoffible  for  me  to  reduce  to  writing  in  a  way  to  be 
generally  underftood,  the  great  difvid vantages  under  which  the 
Inhabitants  labour— the  principal  caufe  is  however  in  my  humble 
opinion,  owing  to  the  Inhabitants  not  being  reprefented  in  the 
Houfe  of  Affembly  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  other  inhabitants 
of  Lower-Canada  are,  and  as  thofe  in  this  part  of  the  country 
humbly  conceive  themfelves  as  faithful  fubjefts  entitled  to.  They 
are,  it  is  true,  reprefented,  but  by  perfons  who  are  elected  in 
diftant  parts,  where  of  the  twenty-five  thouilmd  above  alluded 
to,  not  one  thoufand  have  an  opportunity  of  giving  their  votes, 
owing  to  the  diftance  at  which  the  Poll  is  held.  One  other  great 
difadvantage  is  the  want  of  Laws  for  the  opening  and  repairing 
public  Highways,  as  mentioned  in  my  anfwer  to  the  fifth  Query, 
and  a  further  difadvantage  is  owing  to  the  adminiftration  of  juftice 

r  2 


124 

being  attended  with  fo  great  an  expenfe  as  it  now  is,  that  is,  the 
didan'.e  that  a  perfon  from  thefe  parts  has  to  travel  to  ob- 
tain the  neceifary  recourfe  in  cafesof  debt,  &c.  The  Lots  through- 
out the  Townfliips  as  granted  by  the  Letters  Patent,  contain  ge- 
nerally two  hundred  acres  each. 

Having  ftated  the  want  of  Roads,  I  beg  leave  to  flate  that  a  dt- 
reA  road  from  Stanllead  through  Hatley  to  within  four  miles  of 
the  north  end  of  Lake  Kemphremagog,  (of  which  an  idea  may 
be  had  by  referring  to  the  Map)  there  to  form  a  junction 
with  the  roads  from  fiarnflon  and  Hatiey,  continuing  through 
Bolton,  Stukely,  Shefford  and  Granby,  to  the  Yamaska  Moun- 
tain, thence  acrofs  to  the  foutherly  point  of  the  Rougemont  Moun- 
tain^  and  from  there  in  as  direft  a  line  as  poflible  to  Montreal  i 
another  from  Stan(lead  through  Hatley,  Compton  and  Afcott, 
from  thence  down  the  St.  Francis  to  Three-Rivers,  and  alfo  from 
Shipton  to  Quebec,  would  greatly  tend  to  the  fettlement  and  prof- 
perity  of  the  Townfhips — But  thefe  roads  will  pafs  through  fo  ex- 
tenfive  trafts  of  unfettled  lands,  and  referved  lots,  that  the  inhabi- 
tants will  be  in  need  of  pecuniary  aili fiance  to  be  applied  in  a  man- 
ner beneBcial  to  the  public  at  large,  and  not  for  the  convenience 
of  any  private  individual. 

I  further  beg  leave  to  mention  that  there  is  now  a  good  road 
from  Boflon  to  this  Townfhip,  through  which  there  arrives  two 
ftages  every  week,  but  cannot  proceed  further  through  this  coun- 
try owing  to  the  want  of  roads. 


>■■  -« 


■.  v  .t.  ■" 


Mr.  P.  A.  Barker. 


V 


SIR, 


Quebec,  2  kh  February,  1821. 


I  am  extremely  forry  to  acquaint  you  th^t  It  is  not  in  my  power 
to  give  you  the  information  you  are  fo  dcfirous  of  obtaining  a 
correft  knowledge  of,  relative  to  perfons  eflablifhing  themfelves 
upon  wild  lands  in  the  Townfhips  under  the  Patronage  of  Mr. 
Fitch  i  but  with  due  deference  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you  of  seve- 
ral perfons  refiding  in  the  Townfhip  of  Barnfton,  that  were  ailb- 
ciated  with  MeiTrs.  Robert  Lefle.  and  Robert  Morrogh,  Efqrs. 
of  this  City,  for  a  grant  of  ihe  faid  Townfhip,  that  have  cultiva- 
ted and  cleared  fifty  acres  of  Land,  greeted  buildings,  &q.  and 
from  fome  circumflances  unknown  to  them,  their  names  were 
left  out  of  the  Letters  Patent,  which  ifTued  for  a  grant  of  only 
one  moiety  of  the  Townfhip  aforefaid,  and  the  perfons  whp  came 
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into  the  Townfhip  of  Barnfton  at  fo  early  a  period,  did  not  at  that 
time  entertain  the  rmallefl:  doubt  that  Government  would  ulti- 
mately grant  portions  of  the  wafle  lands  of  the  Crown  to  fuch  as 
had  fettled  thereon,  and  as  an  encouragement  and  remuneration 
for  the  hardfhips  and  privations  which  they,  thus,  encountered, 
infeparable  with  the  fettlement  of  a  wildernefs  country ;  and  that 
under  thefe  impreflions  they  continued  to  remain  upon  their  se 
veral  Lots  of  Land,  which  have  flnce  been  patented  to  Sir  Rober 
Shore  Milnes,  and  they  can  get  no  redrefs. 

The  perfons,  or  many  of  them  who  I  fhall  hereafter  defignate 
had  been  approved  of  as  AiTociates  by  His  Excellency  the  Gover- 
nor in  Council,  and  ordered  the  accuftomed  portion  of  the  wafte 
lands  of  the  Crown,  they  having  previoufly  been  recommended  by 
the  Commiilioners  of  the  Land  Board,  taken  the  oath  of  allegi- 
ance, and  made  and  fubfcribed  the  Declaration  as  by  law  required. 

Lemuel  Rofs  located  and  entered  upon  Lot  number  eighteen, 
in  the  third  range  of  Lots  as  early  as  the  year  1798,  and  eredled 
a  convenient  dwelling  houfe  and  barn,  and  cleared  and  cultivated 
fifty  acres  of  land. — And 


J.  Hibbard, 

J.  Sanders, 

S.  Heath  and  Biclcford. 
J  S.  &  J.  Norton, 

J.  Parker  &  Butterfield,      ^^;^,. 
'   J.  Thurber,  /•  J 

Eliiha  Thomas, 

Dunbar  &  H.  Wheeler,     >,^0  ftuii 
'   R-|aldwin,  ,^,,^,,,^^  r^tn  ^^^^ 

J.  Kuborn,  .    \ 

.  Marih  &  Gray,  - ! ,  ^^ 

f   '^Toung,  "^.j't. 


upon  Lot  No.  18,  in  the  Ifl  Range.- 


17, 
16, 

15, 
17, 

20, 
20, 
17. 
6, 
17, 
17, 
16, 
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Sd. 
4th. 
5th. 
16th. 
7th. 
8th. 
9th. 


do, 

do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do.  _  !r 


rf./'i  -fr •?■♦?. 


P.  S.  There  are  many  others  in  the 
and  Stanftead  that  have  loft  their  lands, 
tented  tQ  ^if  R.  S.  Miines. 


Townfhips  of  Compton 
and  which  has  been  pa« 


Mr.  W.  B.Felton..,^  al^w  ^, 


}m. 


1,1  have  refided  five  years  in  the  Townfhip  of  Afcot. 
r   2.  I  have  cleared  and  enclofed  nearly  feven  hundred  acres  of 
wild  lands }  the  price  of  clearing  by  contract  has  been  twelve 
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dollars  per  acre,  and  that  of  enclofing  about  five  dollars  per  acre  ; 
the  whole  of  it  is  in  Afcoi  •,  many  imaller  improvements  have 
been  made  to  other  detached  Farms  in  various  places. 

3.  A  Dwelling  Houfe  and  Offices,  with  feveral  Barns  have 
been  ere£lcd  on  the  lands  newly  cleared,  at  the  expenfe  of  10,000 
dollars  j  the  Stock  on  the  Farm  at  prefent  is  only  two  hundred 
head  of  large  Cattle,  with  a  fmall  flock  of  Sheep. 

4.  I  have  vifited  many  Townfliips,  but  the  materials  I  have  col- 
lected do  not  enable  me  to  give  a  precife  account  of  the  quantity 
of  land  cleared,  nor  of  the  exaft  population  :  And  the  Commit- 
tee will  be  much  deceived  if  they  rely  on  information  from  any 
other  fource  than  a  Public  Cenfus  carefully  executed  ;  there  are 
few  individuals  in  the  Country  who  know  the  extent  of  their 
own  clearings.  As  to  the  Townships  on  the  South  Shore  which 
contain  no  clearings,  it  may  fafely  be  aflerted,  that  with  the 
exception  of  par*  of  the  Townships  of  Shipton  and  Melbourne, 
and  the  front  lots  on  the  River  Townfhips,  all  the  Country  on 
the  River  St.  Francis  is  unfettled,  as  is  alfo  the  cafe  with  the 
Townfhips  lying  to  the  Eaft,  and  to  the  Weft  of  that  River  in 
this  Diftrift. 

5.  There  is  nothing  deferving  the  appellation  of  a  Road 
through  the  Townfhips  of  this  JJiftrift.  The  High  Roads  laid 
out  and  contracted  lor  by  the  Commiflioners  for  Internal  Com- 
munications remain  unfinifhed.  There  is  nothing  I  am  acquaint- 
ed with  to  advance  the  improvement  of  the  Internal  Communi- 
cations of  the  Townfliips,  but  there  are  not  wanting  impediments 
to  their  amelioration.  The  want  of  a  Population  and  of  Laws, 
are  of  courf'e  the  principal  obftacles  to  the  improvement  of  the 
Internal  Communications.  ;;, 

6»^Upon  the  fubject  of  this  Queftion  my  means  of  informa- 
tion do  not  enable  me  to  lay  before  the  Committee  facts  where- 
upon they  may  rely. 

7.  The  ftate  of  property  as  refpefts  Wafte  Lands  appear^  to 
have  retarded  the  lettlement  of  the  Country,  and  continues  to 
prefent  diflficultjes  of  a  nature  extenfive  and  almoll:  iufuperable  ; 

Firft — Becauie  nine-tenths  of  the  granted  larnds  are  in  the 
hands  of  abfentees. 

Secondly — The  dispofable  Wafte  Lands  of  the  Crown  are 
inacceilible,  and  = 

Thirdly — Becaufe  the  Public  Referves,  comprifing  nearly  one 
third  of  the  whole  Country,  and  which  (by  a  fingularly  injudi- 
cious arrangement,  admirably  calculated  to  obftrudt  the  Settlement 
of  a  Country,)  come  in  contadl:  with  every  Settler  on  one  or  more 
iides  of  his  Farm,  are  barred  to  improvement  by  the  exa£tion  of 
rent.     To  appreciate  the  eflfefts  of  thefe  impediments,  it  is  ne- 
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cefTary  to  underftand,  that  to  afford  to  the  Emigrant  arriving  in 
this  Country  any  reafonable  hope  of  fuccefs,  it  is  indlfpensable  to 
locate  him  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  Settlement,  or  at  leart  on 
a  Road  or  Path  of  Communication ;  but  it  becomes  impractica- 
ble to  effect  this  objedl  on  the  remaining  unlocated  lands  of  the 
Crown,  by  reafon  of  their  remote  and  inacccfllble  polltion,  all 
the  wild  lands  furrounding  the  Farms  or  Villages  and  on  the 
Roads  having  long  lince  been  granted,  and  the  proprietors  are 
generally  abfent  and  unknown.  He  is  precluded  from  the  Referves 
by  the  neceffity  of  taking  out  a  Leafe,  a  mode  of  occupancy 
to  which  all  new  Settlers  appear  to  entertain  a  well-ground 
ed  and  unconquerable  averfion.  , 

The  remedy  for  thefe  obftruftlons  appear  to  be  the  compulfo- 
ry  fulfilment  of  the  conditions  of  the  Patents  by  the  Grantees 
of  the  Crown  Lands.  The  opening  of  Roads  of  Communication 
through  the  ungranted  Wafte  Lands }  and  finally,  by  granting 
dr  affording  for  longer  Leafes  and  on  more  reafonable  Rents, 
the  Crown  Referves. 

Another  iaufe  which  militates  againft  the  profperlty  of  the 
Country  is  the  want  of  General  Communications  with  the  Mar- 
kets of  the  Capital  and  other  places.  In  the  prefent  ftate  of  the 
population,  tl  e  grand  Roads  of  Communication  muft,  if  made 
at  all,  be  made  at  the  Public  Expenfe ;  and  it  will  require  a  ju- 
dicious modification  of  the  exifling  Road  Law  to  uphold  the 
great  Roads  without  oppreflion. 

Among  the  caufes  which  operate  againft  the  fettlement  of  the 
Townftiips  by  refpeftable  people,  the  moft  important  is  the 
want  of  protection  arid  fecuhty  for  perfons  and  property. 
As  a  proof  of  this  pofition,  may  be  cited  the  undeniable 
faft  that  no  refpectable  man  poffeffing  property  that  can  be  inju- 
red or  deftroyed>  will  or  dare  execute  the  duties  of  a  Magiftrate. 
This  ftate  of  things  ari/es  from  the  diftance  of  the  Courts  of  Judi- 
cature, the  abfence  of  means  of  confining  offenders,  the  trouble, 
expenfe  and  lofs  of  time  in  condudting  criminal  profecutions,  and 
the  confequeiit  impunity  for  all  offences. 

In  the  decifion  of  civil  caufes  the  diftance  of  the  Courts  has  a 
moft  injurious  effeft,  and  contributes  more  than  any  other  circum- 
ftance  to  retard  the  improvement  of  the  Country,  by  fubjefting 
all  the  inhabitants  to  enormous  charges,  expenfes  and  lofs  of  time. 

In  fhort,  it  is  the  eftablifliment  of  a  permanent  and  refpectable 
Court  of  Juftice  in  the  Town&ips,  or  of  a  fyftem  of  Circuit  Courts 
taking  cognizance  of  all  fuits  and  caufes  of  every  description  and 
amount)  that  alone  is  capable  of  counteracting  the  multiplied  ob- 
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Itru^liom  to  thr  profperity  of  this  Country,  tliat  will  give  a  pro- 
per J^nd  decorous  tone  to  public  opinion,  and  that  will  ailimi  late 
to  the  reft  of  the  Province  its  prefent  population. 

8.  The  diftribution  of  lands  viewed  as  to  the  proprietorfhip  of 
wild  lands,  is  exceedingly  unequal,  varyiug  from  one  hundred  to 
forty-thoufand  acres  :  but  lis  it  refpeifts  the  occupation  of  lands 
partially  cleared,  the  ftate  of  property  may  be  ftated  as  very 
equal  j  the  confi deration  of  the  fact,  that  every  fettler  is  limited 
in  his  operations  to  the  extent  of  his  perfonal  labour  and  that  of 
his  Family,  will  make  this  apparent — Few  farmt^rs  exceed  fixty  or 
feventy  acres  cleared  on  a  lot  of  two  hundfed  a^res,  and  the  ave- 
rage is  below  that  quantity. 
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